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Strictly  Business  —  Your  Business 


INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN 
ONE  ITEM,  SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to 
AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaiimont,  TX  77704  -  phone  409-839- 
4725.  Life  -  $200;  Commercial  USA  -  $25,  Commercial  International 
-  $27;  Individual-  $15.00,  USA  only.  All  other  countries  $17.00.  Remit 
in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application  on  page  1. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $15.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $30.  Please 
complete  the  form  received  with  your  renewal  notice  and  return  to  AVSA 
office  with  affiliate  dues  check.. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help, 
requests  for  assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190, 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize 
a  chapter  or  membership  questions,  write  Irene  Merrell,  W  283 
Hillendale  Dr.,  Oconomowoc,  WI 53066. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Nancy  Lawrence,  Office  Manager,  P.  O.  Box  3609, 
Beaumont,  TX  77704, 409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  Hours:  Mon¬ 
day  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER:  Royd  Lawson, 
1100  W.  Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91006. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA 
Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you 
have  ideas  for  a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Ralph 
Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach,  C  A  90277. 
MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1992,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in 
part  without  written  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are 
property  of  AVSA  and  must  notbe  reprinted  without  editor's  per¬ 
mission. 

EDITOR:  Jane  Birge,  P.  O.  Box  1401,  Beatimont,  TX  77704,  Office, 
409-835-6008;  FAX  409-^9-4329. 

ARTICLES  by  Members  &  Columnists:  Send  to  Editor. 
COMING  EVENT  NOHCES:  Send  to  Editor. 


*Please  Note:  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  &  Com¬ 
ing  Events:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue 
-  Feb.  1;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  - 
Aug.  1.  _ 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  &  copy  info: 
Meredith  Hall,  922  E.  14th  St.,  Houston,  TX  77009,  713-869-0102. 


BINDERS  FOR  AVMs:  $14.50  each  or  2  for  $28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES  FOR  AVMs:  $12.50  each  or  2  for  $24.00. 
BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  P.  O.  Box 
3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  (club  or 
individual)  to  Marlene  Buck,  P.  O.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 
BUILDING  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Anne  Jantzen,  2725  Ka¬ 
trina  Way,  Moimtain  View,  CA  94040. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  O.  Box  193,  Inde¬ 


pendence,  MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  convat- 
tion  enfries  or  sales  room,  contact  J.  R.  Pittman,  12406  Alexandria, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78233. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contri¬ 
butions  for  convention  awards  to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  948  Fair 
Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068  by  Sept.  1. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Jan.  issue.  Send  special  requests  for 
workshop  programs;  suggest  names  of  interesting  speakers  to 


DoDe  Whitaker,  Convention  Director,  2085  Leeward  Lane,  Merritt 
Island,  FL  32953.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  EXrector. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Columbus,  Ohio  -  April  20  -  26, 
1992;  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania  -  April  19-24, 1993;  Denver,  Colorado 
-  May  23  -  28, 1994;  St.  Louis,  Missouri  -  May  22-27, 1995;  Atlanta, 
Georgia  -  May  23-27, 19% 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  (Quantity  Price  per  100 

100  to  400  $7.50 

500  to  900  $5.50 

1000  and  over  $4.25 


SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid): 

Quantity  Price  per  1,000 

1,000  to  4,000  $17.50 

5,000  to  9,000  $15.00 

10,000  and  over  $14.00 


HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS,  EXHIB¬ 
ITORS  AND  JUDGES:  You  Ccin  now  order  the  May  1990  revised 
pages  to  insert  in  1986  edition  for  $3.50.  If  you  do  not  have  the  1986 
edition,  order  the  revised  book  for  $9.95  (postage  paid). 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  enve¬ 
lope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to 
Elinor  Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 


ADVERTISING  Deadlines:  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 
-  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  Jiriy  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1.  ONLY  currently  paid  Commer¬ 
cial  Members  may  advertise. 


SHOW  TALK  (Winners)  i  Send  to  Darryl  Hoover,  912  S.  Highland 
Ave.,  Fullerton,  CA  92632 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  ^aumont  office. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Send  new  address  atleast  30  days  before 

it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office. 
FAILURE  TO  RECEIVE:  Notify  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 
QUESHON  BOX:  Jim  Smith,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY 
14209. 

MASTER  VARIETY  LIST;  Number  5  (1990)  $12.95  postpaid. 
Describes  all  varieties  registered  to  December  1990  -  all  recognized 
species,  and  non-registered  cultivars  introduced  from  July  1983  to 
December  1 990.  MVL  is  looseleaf  and  requires  BINDER  Order  both 
from  Beaumont  office. 

MVL  BINDER:  3-ring,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $6.95 
MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send  any 
correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with  hybridizer's 
name  to  Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List  Chairman,  1407  Calle 
Espana,  San  Dimas,  CA  91773.  Back  supplements  (1984  to  1989) 
available  from  AVSA  Office  for  $1.50  each. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1990  MVL  -  $25.00.  Updates 
(when  available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compatibility  require¬ 
ments,  please  write  Beaumont  office. 

MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New 
Members,  only.  Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protec¬ 
tive  cover  of  AVM. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  VARIETY  LIST;  Available  at 
AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704.  Price,  $4.00 
postpaid. 

SUPPLEMENTS  FOR  MINI  LIST:  $1.50  each. 

OFnCIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Mrs.  Janet  T. 
Riemer,  256  Peimington-Harbourton  Rd.,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 
PLANT  REGISTRAHON:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Qare- 
mont,  CA  91711. 

RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research,  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Frank 
Tinari,  2325  Valley  Road,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $6.00  ppd.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  six  (6)  times  a  year  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Second  class  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  orgaitization,  at  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  ad^tional  mailing  offices.  Subscription  $15.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues. 

Copyright  1992  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc 


POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579 
to  African  Violet  Magazine,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704. 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles  technically  correct.  Since  the  growing  of  fine  African  violets 
can  be  achieved  in  many  ways,  the  methods  and  opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their  own 
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From  the 
President’s  Desk 


Dear  AVSA  Members, 

The  holidays  are  over  and  new  challenges  will  be  forthcoming  for  1992.  Without 
them,  life  would  be  very  boring. 

The  AVSA  board  and  mysdfwish  you  all  the  health  and  prosperity  that  the  new 
year  can  bring. 

We  at  AVSA  are  starting  out  with  a  very  interesting  and  exciting  year.  The 
exciting  part  is  that  we  have  a  new  columnist  on  the  breeding  of  African  violets.  Most 
of  you  are  familiar  with  the  name  Irene  Fredette,  a  very  special  woman,  and  we  are 
fortunate  and  honored  to  have  her  column,  "'Creating  with  Fredette,"  in  our  AVM. 

Along  with  our  own  outstanding  AVSA  national  convention  at  the  Hyatt 
Regency  Hotel  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  AmeriFlora  '92  will  also  be  available  for  you 
to  attend.  I  was  there  in  October  and  visited  the  promotional  office  where  they  had  a 
large  miniature  layout  of  all  the  locations  of  the  exhibitors.  They  also  have  a  bus  for 
groups  to  tour  the  work  in  progress.  It  is  going  to  be  gorgeous.  The  day  I  was  there, 
they  launched  a  replica  of  one  of  the  vessels  that  Columbus  sailed  in  when  he 
discovered  America.  It  was  a  very  fascinating  event.  AmeriFlora  '92  will  be  a 
magnificent  display  and  a  must  if  you  can  possibly  attend. 

Ava  and  I  ended  up  buying  season  passes,  at  senior  rates,  as  it  is  larger,  they  say, 
than  Disneyland.  Do  come  early  and  stay  late  as  your  special  room  rate  will  remain 
the  same. 

The  executive  committee  had  their  mid-term  meeting  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  taking 
care  of  business,  as  usual,  for  the  betterment  of  AVSA  and  to  present  to  the  board,  the 
new  motions  for  their  approval. 

IT  HAPPENED!  We  had  the  dedication  of  our  new  AVSA  office.  As  they  say  in 
Texas,  "Thanks,  y'all."  If  it  wasn't  for  your  donations,  it  would  never  have  been. 

The  dedication  was  performed  by  the  local  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  ribbon 
cutting  ceremony  was  by  the  Honorable  Beaumont  Mayor,  Evelyn  Lord,  an  AVSA 
member,  and  yours  truly. 

The  refreshments  were  provided  and  donated  by  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr.,  AV SA  Second  Vice 
President,  and  his  wife,  Yvonne.  Thank  you  both. 

Of  course,  everyone  came  from  far  and  near  to  attend— members,  past  presidents, 
and,  of  course,  the  office  personnel  and  the  executive  board.  All  in  all,  it  was  a 
wonderful  occasion. 


Best  wishes  to  all  of  you. 
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NewsUite;  AVSA  Beaumont  Office  ^ 

Nane^Lammtcet,  office  Manager  1 


AmeriFlora  '92 
and 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America 
(AVSA)  Convention  - 1991 
Columbus,  Ohio 

The  year  1992  marks  the  l(X)th  year  since  the 
discovery  of  the  African  violet  and  the  500th 
year  of  the  discovery  of  America.  A  celebration 
c'est  magnifique  to  honor  both  discoveries  will 
begin  April  20,  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

AVSA  will  celebrate  with  its  46th  annual 
convention  and  show,  April  20  -  April  26.  In 
addition  to  the  opportunity  to  view  more  than 
1,000  of  the  most  beautiful  African  violets  in  the 
world,  participants  will  see  (and  be  able  to  buy 
for  the  first  time  in  history)  the  YELLOW  Afri¬ 
can  violet.  For  information  on  how  to  attend  the 
convention  and  show,  see  the  pink  pages  in  this 
magazine. 

AmeriFlora  '92,  the  first  International  Floral 
and  Garden  Exhibition  ever  to  occur  in  the 
United  States,  will  run  from  April  20  to  October 
12.  Balconies,  bridges  and  walkways  will  wind 
through  a  floral  paradise  featuring  cut,  and 
potted  flowers,  tropical  and  subtropical  plants 
from  all  over  the  world.  If  you  don't  feel  like 
walking,  you  can  ride  a  sky  train  through  the 
gardens.  We're  talking  —  a  160-acre  Ameri¬ 
Flora  outdoor  site. 

If  all  of  this  has  not  yet  titillated  your  interest, 
whet  your  appetite  with  the  thought  of  exqui¬ 
site  food  from  all  over  the  world  or  let  the  more 
than  50,000  entertainers  lift  your  spirits  or  sat¬ 
isfy  your  taste  for  history  at  the  Smithsonian's 
exhibit  on  Columbus'  voyage.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  on  AmeriFlora  '92  call  1-800-BUCKEYE. 
Come  and  share  this  magnificent  celebration  of 
the  discovery  of  America,  and  the  African  vio¬ 
let,  with  us  all. 

WE  had  a  celebration  right  here  in  Beaumont, 
Texas  that  was  very  exciting  to  all  who  attended 
—  the  opening  of  our  national  office! 

The  Mayor  of  Beaumont,  the  Honorable  Eve¬ 
lyn  Lord  (a  member  of  AVSA)  cut  the  ribbon 
along  with  our  President,  A.  Charles  Bollar.  All 


of  our  Executive  Officers  attended  the  opening 
and  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Beaumont 
helped  to  host  the  ceremonies.  Refreshments 
were  provided  and  elegantly  served  by  our 
Second  Vice  President,  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr.,  and  his 
wife,  Yvonne. 

Mary  A.  Boland,  our  Immediate  Past  Presi¬ 
dent  presented  us  with  a  striking,  customized 
AVSA  flag,  designed  by  her  daughter,  An- 
namarie  Mays.  We  proudly  fly  the  flag  over  the 
front  door  of  the  office.  Incidentally,  Mary  Bo¬ 
land  and  our  Treasurer,  Wynne  Voorhees,  de¬ 
serve  a  special  thank  you  they  were  the  ones 
that  located  the  site  of  our  new  office,  while  on 
a  trip  to  Beaumont. 

Hortense  Pittman,  our  First  Vice  President, 
brought  many  of  her  beautiful,  prize-winning 
African  violets,  which  not  only  enhanced  the 
beauty  of  our  opening,  but  which  also  created 
excitement  among  the  growers  who  attended. 
Hortense  presented  a  lovely  hybrid  to  the 
Mayor,  who  was  ever-so-pleased. 

Anne  Tinari,  who  is  one  of  the  founders  of 
AVSA,  and  her  husband,  Frank,  presented  the 
office  with  a  plant  stand  complete  with  12  gor¬ 
geous  plants  —  nine  of  the  recent  Concerto 
Series  hybrids  and  three  of  the  prize-winning 
White  and  Pink  Cameo  hybrids.  We  are  espe¬ 
cially  grateful  to  Anne  Tinari,  who  is  absolutely 
the  greatest  promoter  of  AVSA  of  all  time. 
Commercials  who  ship:  Very  often  members 
and  non-members  contact  the  office  to  ask  for 
names  of  our  commercial  members  who  ship 
within  the  USA  and  internationally.  We  know 
of  a  few,  but  would  like  to  comprise  an  accurate 
list.  If  you  ship,  please  notify  us  and  give  the 
following  information: 

Name,  address  and  phone  number 
Ship  USA  Ship  International 

Ship  both  What  countries 

Sell  retail  Sell  retail  &  wholesale 

Sell  wholesale  only 

Provide  catalog  or  list  At  what  cost 
We  will  give  this  information  to  members 
who  request  it. 
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Jane’s  Journal 

Jane  Birge,  Editor 


I  wish  all  of  you  could  have  been  here  in 
beautiful  Beaumonh  Texas  for  the  official  rib¬ 
bon  cutting  for  the  new  permanent  home  for 
AVSA.  Without  all  of  you,  none  of  this  would 
have  been  possible.  It  was  great  having  all  of 
the  executive  committee  here,  but  we  also  had 
special  guests  such  as  Cathleen  Graves  from  as 
far  away  as  Tacoma,  Washington!  A  good  rep¬ 
resentation  was  here  from  our  neighboring 
state,  Louisiana,  and  even  David  Buttram 
made  it  all  the  way  from  Independence, 
Missouri.  Ron  and  Ann  Miller  of  Centerville, 
Ohio,  showed  up,  as  well  as  lots  of  faithful 
AVSA  members  from  throughout  Texas.  It  was 
grand  fun,  with  Mayor  Evelyn  Lord  doing  the 
honors  and  taking  home  some  violets,  and 
everyone  enjoyed  the  ^'incredible  edibles"  pro¬ 
vided  by  L.  T.  and  Yvonne  Ozio.  A  delightful 
cable  was  received  from  Joan  Halford  of  South 
Africa  wishing  us  all  well.  Thank  you,  Joan. 

My  flag  collection  is  still  growing  with  re¬ 
cent  gifts  from  Kazuo  Horikoshi  sending  me 
the  beautiful  Japanese  flag;  Mary  Gall  not  let¬ 
ting  the  state  of  Kansas  go  by  unrepresented; 
David  Buttram  carrying  the  flag  of  Missouri  to 
the  dedication  ceremonies;  and  Phyllis  Harris 
and  the  Sundowners  AVS  sending  the  flag 
from  the  great  state  of  Louisiana. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  AVM,  someone  asked 
for  a  source  to  purchase  Bridal  Lace,  the  plant 
that  was  on  the  cover  of  the  May/June  1991 
AVM.  Well,  I  heard  from  a  lot  of  people  telling 
me  where  you  can  purchase  the  plant  —  they 
are:  Violets  by  Appointment,  45  Third  Street, 
West  Sayville,  NY  1 1796;  Bay  Valley  Violets,  P. 
O.  Box  1052,  Midland,  MI  4864 M 052; Violet 
Express,  1441  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI 


54521;  Big  Sky  Violets,  10678  Schoolhouse 
Lane,  Moiese,  MT  59824;  Zaca  Vista  Nursery, 
1190  Alamo  Pintado  Rd.,  Solvang,  CA  93463; 
Cape  Cod  Violetry,  28  Minot  St.,  Falmouth, 
MA  02540  and  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  14 
Mutchler  St.,  Dolgeville,  NY  13329. 

I  was  also  informed  of  an  AVID  supplier: 
BFG  Supply  Co.,  P.  O.  Box  479,  Burton,  OH 
44021. 

Barbara  Goodsell  sent  me  an  interesting 
Associated  Press  article  from  the  Chicago 
T ribune,  that  she  thought  might  be  of  interest  to 
our  readers  ...  it  seems  "Drug  Enforcement 
Administration  agents  have  been  working  on 
'Operation  Green  Merchant'  and  have  subpoe¬ 
naed  dozens  of  garden-supply  houses  for  the 
names  of  anyone  who  has  bought  so  much  as  a 
fluorescent  lamp  or  a  box  of  plant  food."  Appar¬ 
ently,  the  growing  of  marijuana  indoors  is  per¬ 
ceived  as  a  cottage  industry  and  they  are  going 
after  it.  The  agency  hopes  to  use  information 
from  garden  suppliers  to  get  search  warrants 
against  some  customers.  Garden  suppliers  are 
furious.  Gold  Coast  Hydroponics  has  chal¬ 
lenged  the  subpoenas.  The  case  is  being  heard 
in  U.S.  District  Court  in  Fort  Lauderdale,  FL. 

I  want  you  all  to  look  for  a  special  Woman's 
Day  issue  to  be  released  this  spring,  that  will 
focus  on  plant  societies.  I  recently  worked  with 
one  of  the  writers  to  ensure  AVSA  would  be 
properly  represented.  Also,  if  you  live  in  Texas, 
look  for  a  recent  issue  of  Texas  Gardener,  in 
which  Nancy  Lawrence,  AVSA  office  manager, 
helped  the  writer  with  information. 

Happy  new  year  to  you  all  and  I  hope  to  see 
you  at  the  1992  AVSA  Convention/ Show  in 
Columbus,  Ohio  —  I  can't  wait. 
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In  Memory 


EVA  LISSETTA  YOST 
11-10-24  -  8-18-91 

Eva  died  on  August  18,  1991,  after  an  ex¬ 
tended  illness.  She  was  a  member  and  past 
president  of  Capital  City  African  Violet  Club  of 
Sacramento,  CA,  for  four  terms  (1982,  1983, 
1985  &  1986).  She  was  also  an  AVSA  Judge. 

Eva  generously  shared  her  knowledge  of 
violets  with  new  growers  and  we  who  knew 
and  loved  her  will  miss  her. 

Ruby  Roloff 
President,  Capital  City  AVS 

ELIZABETH  ''BESS"  WEBER 

Elizabeth  "Bess"  Weber  died  in  Minneapolis, 
MN  on  August  19, 1991,  after  a  short  illness.  She 
is  survived  by  her  husband,  Norman. 

Her  special  interests  were  gardening  and 
music.  She  was  a  member  of  the  New  York 
Metropolitan  Opera  Guild.  Her  yard  reflected 
her  love  of  flowers.  She  was  a  member  of  AVSA, 
AVS  of  Minnesota  and  the  Mrs.  Gregg  AVC. 

Bess  was  a  warm  and  gentle  woman.  We  miss 
her. 

Margaret  Maresh 
Secretary,  Mrs.  Gregg  AVC 


HELP  WANTED 

Help  wanted:  Your  library  committee 
chairman  solicits  your  assistance  during 
our  Columbus,  Ohio  convention.  If  you 
have  any  expertise  in  photography  and 
would  like  a  preview  of  the  show  room 
before  it  is  officially  opened,  please  con¬ 
tact  Library  Committee  Chairman,  Ralph 
Breden. 

Also,  if  you  have  a  minicam  and  possess 
the  talent  of  using  it,  as  well  as  editing 
video  tape,  you  will  be  especially  wel¬ 
comed  to  participate  in  a  proposed  library 
project.  Ralph  is  waiting  to  hear  from  you. 
He  can  be  reached  at  127  Via  Los  Altos, 
Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277,  (310-373- 
6797). 


AVSA 

Booster  Fund 

Ruth  Warren 
P.  O.  Box  3664 
Fall  River,  MA  02722 

The  response  to  the  funding  for  the  com¬ 
puter  and  printer  for  the  AVSA  office  has  been 
gratifying.  We  are  now  at  the  $2,000.00  mark 
and  we  are  very  grateful  for  the  excellent  efforts 
from  so  many  of  our  affiliates,  councils,  indi¬ 
viduals  and  clubs.  Our  sincere  hope  is  that  with 
the  continued  support,  we  will  be  able  to  an¬ 
nounce  in  the  next  edition  of  the  AVM  that  our 
goal  has  been  reached.  You  will  be  able  to  share 
in  this  successful  endeavor  with  your  consid¬ 
eration,  contribution  and  support. 


Sugarloaf  Mountain  AVS . . . . . .....10.00 

Milwaukee  AVS . 10.00 

Bluff  aty  AVC 

in  honor  of  Charles  Phillips . 25.00 

AVC  of  Horida . . . . . . . . . . . ..25.00 

High  Hopes  AVC  of  South  Atlanta . 25.00 

Bellflower  AVS . . . . . 20.00 

AVS  of  San  Francisco . 25.00 

Bright  Petals  AVS . 25.00 

AVS  of  South  Bay . . . . . . . 100.00 

Alabama  AV  Judges  Council 

in  memory  of  Vince  Vincent . .25.00 

Gregory  Sedgwick  . . ..5.00 

North  Texas  AV  Council . 25.00 

AVS  of  Greater  KC  . . ......15.00 

AVS  of  Yucca  VaUey  . . . . . . ...25.00 

Tampa  AVS..... . 50.00 

Adelaide  Kory 

in  memory  of  Cecelia  Gonnoud . 10.00 

Wynne  J.  Voorhees  . . . . . . . . 100.00 

Tustana  AVS . ........20.00 

Don  Thornburg . 10.00 

Union  County  Chapter  AVS . . . ...25.00 

Thimble  Islands  AVS . 25.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg  . . . . 15.00 

Le  Chateau  AVC  . . 5.00 

Ardath  Miller . . 10.00 

Tara  AVC . . . ..25.00 

Northwest  AVC . 10.00 

Chenango  AVS.. . . . 10.00 

Beaumont  AVS 

in  memory  of  Mary  Pigg  &  Connie  Barbay . 20.00 

Thousand  Islands  AVS 

in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee  to  Lynn  Lombard  . . ..25.00 

Vivian  Hiltz 

in  honor  of  Geneva  Cruze  . . .20.00 
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Since  this  is  my  maiden  voyage  at  the  helm  of 
this  column,  this  issue  will  find  me  cruising 
along  the  shore  and  away  from  deeper  waters 
until  I  obtain  some  navigation  charts  from  you, 
the  readers.  What  would  you  like  to  explore? 
What  are  your  observations  and  interests? 
What  have  you  always  wanted  to  know  about 
plant  breeding  but  were  afraid  to  ask?  Your 
letters  will  be  most  welcome.  Though  it  may  not 
be  possible  to  answer  each  one  individually, 
they  certainly  will  be  given  every  consideration 
and  your  questions  and  comments  will  be  used 
in  this  column.  The  response  will  not  be  based 
solely  on  my  own  experience,  but  also  on  the 
input  from  several  good  friends  who  are  quite 
knowledgeable  in  the  area  of  genetics  and  plant 
breeding. 

Over  the  years,  our  own  Connecticut  Agricul¬ 
ture  Experiment  Station  has  provided  invalu¬ 
able  assistance,  as  has  the  Brooklyn  Botanic 
Gardens  and  a  number  of  experts  from  several 
universities.  These  people  have  always  been 
generous  in  spirit,  gracious  and  willing  to  ex¬ 
change  ideas  or  lend  a  helping  hand.  To  them, 
I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  for  enlarging  my 
horizons  and  challenging  my  curiosity. 

Many  years  of  Saintpaulia  breeding  have 
taught  me  that  the  more  one  learns,  the  more 
there  is  to  learn.  The  beginner  can  make  a  ran¬ 
dom  cross  with  virtually  no  knowledge  other 
than  the  simple  mechanics  of  ^'pollen  daubing." 
However,  some  knowledge  of  botanical  termi¬ 
nology  is  helpful  to  one  who  intends  to  progress 
beyond  that  first  seed  pod  or  two  and,  eventu¬ 


ally,  to  breed  plants  with  specific  goals  in  mind. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  literature  on  plant 
breeding,  but  the  reader  needs  to  develop  a 
working  vocabulary  in  order  to  keep  from 
stumbling  over  various  terms.  One  must  also 
learn  to  read  critically  and  separate  the  wheat 
from  the  chaff  —  i.e.,  fact  from  fiction  and  "old 
wives'  tales"  from  scientific  evidence. 

Generally  speaking,  there  are  two  types  of 
plant  breeders  and  the  distinction  is  important. 
Some  hybridize  just  for  the  fun  of  it,  while 
others  enjoy  the  pleasure  while  keeping  in 
mind  the  more  serious  purpose  of  producing 
improved  and/or  different  varieties.  If  you  are 
just  beginning  to  breed  plants,  try  to  bear  in 
mind  that,  whereas  your  initial  cross  may  pro¬ 
duce  some  seedlings  which  you  may  find  ap¬ 
pealing,  it  is  not  prudent  to  name  all  the  seed¬ 
lings  or  to  register  them  en  masse.  The  ideal 
situation  would  be  to  wait  for  feedback  from  all 
points  of  the  compass  and  a  variety  of  growers 
before  selecting  cultivars  to  be  registered.  But, 
obviously,  this  is  not  practical  and  virtually 
impossible. 

In  her  excellent  book.  Growing  To  Show, 
Pauline  Bartholomew  remarks:  "Protect  us 
from  the  breeders  who,  no  matter  how  ordinary 
or  duplicate  they  may  be,  register  every  plant 
that  jumps  up  from  the  seedbed."  She  further 
explains  that  too  many  mediocre  cultivars  be¬ 
come  listed  in  perpetuity  and  eventually  will 
make  the  Master  Variety  List  the  size  of  a  big  city 
directory.  In  evaluating  seedling,  be  selective, 
critical,  and  cautious.  It  is  not  suggested  that 
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your  plethora  of  seedlings  be  discarded  because 
you  feel  there  is  nothing  among  them  which  is 
superior.  By  all  means,  share  them  with  friends 
who  may  derive  pleasure  from  your  unnamed 
seedlings,  but  do  not  give  each  recipient  your 
permission  to  name  the  gift  or  to  register  it, 
because  such  practices  tend  to  lead  to  "organ¬ 
ized  chaos"  in  the  violet  world.  Nor  should 
every  chimera  that  you  chance  upon  be  bap¬ 
tized  and  registered  immediately.  Let  us  as¬ 
sume  that  a  certain  popular  cultivar  frequently 
sports  into  a  red  and  white  striped  blossom.  If  10 
individuals  purchased  this  chimera  at  different 
times  and  in  different  places  and  each  buyer 
named  his  or  her  plant,  the  result  is  10  identical 
plants  with  10  different  names.  No  wonder 
buyers  get  confused  and  even  irate — especially 
if  one  paid  $15  and  another  picked  up  an  iden¬ 
tical  copy  for  $1.98  at  the  supermarket. 

How  can  the  breeder  tell  if  his  seedling  is 
superior?  No  one  can  possibly  see  the  tens  of 
thousands  of  listed  cultivars  and,  thus,  no  real 
basis  for  visual  comparison  is  available.  But  you 
certainly  don't  want  to  introduce  a  cultivar 
which  is  just  like  its  parent  or  just  like  another 
with  which  you  are  familiar.  A  violet  by  any 
other  name  ...  may  be  just  a  duplicate. 

If  you  are  into  serious  breeding,  however, 
keep  in  mind  that  sometimes  "different"  or 
"improved"  is  not  easily  discernible,  but  it  may 
be  just  as  important  as  that  huge  flower  or  that 
new  shade  of  coral.  What  does  "different"  really 
mean?  Let  us  touch  first  upon  the  concealed 
differences  which  are  more  subtle  in  nature 
than  the  obvious  ones.  These  hidden  differ¬ 
ences  will  not  bring  you  accolades  but  they  may 
be  of  value  to  growers  and  other  hybridizers 
and  that  knowledge  alone  should  make  your 
efforts  worthwhile. 

Years  ago,  in  pursuit  of  such  less  obvious 
goals,  I  maintained  a  "Little  Shop  of  Horrors"  — 
all  the  way  up  on  the  top  floor  and  far  removed 
from  the  regular  growing  area.  The  heat  under 
the  roof  was  intolerable  without  air  condition¬ 
ing,  but  what  a  boon  it  was  when  selecting  those 
seedlings  which  retained  their  variegation  in 


high  temperatures.  Working  with  the  most 
heat-resistant  produced  a  strain  with  highly 
variegated  foliage  which  laughed  when  the 
mercury  soared.  Another  pleasant  surprise 
was  the  discovery  that  this  strain  grew  well 
with  much  less  chlorophyll  than  I  had  thought 
was  essential.  Once  I  was  satisfied  with  this 
project,  the  area  was  cleared  and  the  humidity 
increased  with  the  change  of  seasons.  New 
seedlings  were  brought  in  to  be  tested  for  resis¬ 
tance  to  mildew.  A  search  of  a  storage  shed 
yielded  just  the  companion  I  needed  for  the  ex¬ 
perimental  plants  —  a  piece  of  cloth  which  was 
mildewed  and  furry  with  fungus.  Many  seed¬ 
lings  shuddered  in  horror  and  succumbed,  but 
several  did  not.  Obviously,  these  were  resistant 
to  mildew,  since  they  remained  unaffected 
even  after  prolonged  exposure.  Did  these 
hardy  ones  delight  the  eye  with  any  breath¬ 
taking  or  spectacular  "difference?"  Certainly 
not!  But  to  me  they  were  special  because  they 
had  a  certain  characteristic  which  would  prove 
to  be  an  asset  in  subsequent  breeding  pro¬ 
grams.  The  breeder  who  knows  the  back¬ 
ground  of  his  cultivars  has  a  certain  advantage 
and  is  better  able  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
unpleasant  surprises  which  can  emanate  from 
parents  of  unknown  origin. 

When  you  work  with  "invisibles,"  the  results 
may  not  seem  spectacular,  but  remember  that 
you  may  be  contributing  something  of  value. 
And  the  more  such  contributions,  whether 
overt  or  covert,  the  brighter  the  future  for  the 
plant  we  all  love. 

And  now  we  come  to  the  end  of  our  brief 
shore  line  cruise  through  shallow  waters.  On 
our  next  voyage,  we  will  examine  some  specific 
points  of  interest  to  you,  so  please  keep  in  touch. 

Attention:  Affiliates 

Show  writeups  will  now  come  under  the 
heading  of  “Show  Talk.”  Please  send  in¬ 
formation  to: 

Darryl  Hoover 

912  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C 
Fullerton,  CA  92632 
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Coming  Events 


JANUARY  24  &  25  TEXAS —Magic  Knight  AVS  of  San 
Antonio  show/sale,  "America  the  Beautiful,"  Qrossroads 
Mall.  Open  to  the  public,  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.,  both  days.  Sandy 
Sanders,  show  chair;  Shirley  Sanders,  president. 

FEBRUARY  1&2  FLORIDA  —  Mid-Polk  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Way  to  Go  -  Violets,"  Winter  Haven  MaU,  Winter 
Haven,  regular  mall  hours.  Free  admission,  public  invited. 
For  information:  Vena  Griffith,  show  chair,  813-956-4671  or 
Betty  Lombardi,  cochair,  813-967-2795. 

FEBRUARY  7  -  9  FLORIDA  —  Upper  Pinellas  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violets  Along  the  Waterfront,"  Bay  Area 
Outlet  Mall,  US  19  &  686,  aearwater.  Sale,  Feb.  7, 10  a.m. 
-  9  p.m.;  Feb.  8, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Show  opens  1  p.m.,  Feb.  9, 
noon  -  5  p.m.  Phyllis  King,  show  diair,  398-7450;  Mollie 
Howell,  president. 

FEBRUARY  8  &  9  CALIFORNIA  —  South  Coast  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violet  Fashions,"  South  Coast  Botanic  Gar¬ 
den,  Palos  Verdes.  Feb.  8, 11  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  Feb.  9, 10  a.m.  - 
4  p.m.  Jacquie  Eisenhut,  show  chair,  310-325-2993. 

FEBRUARY  8  &  9  MISSOURI  —  The  AVC  of  Greater 
Kansas  Qty"s  41st  show,  "Violets  Salute  the  Olympics," 
Loose  Park  Garden,  Center,  5100  Pennsylvania,  Kansas 
City,  MO.  Both  days,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Pat  Richards,  show 
chair;  Patty  Hart,  cochair. 

FEBRUARY  8  &  9  FLORIDA  —  Treasure  Coast  AVS  of 
Ft.  Pierce,  show/sale,  "Raggedy  Ann  in  Wonderland," 
Garden  Center,  911  Parkway  Dr.  Feb.  8, 10  a.m,  -  5  p.m.; 
Feb.  9,  noon  -  4  p.m.  Public  invited,  free  admission.  For 
more  information:  Huddy  Pailthorp,  show  chair,  407-461- 
8970. 

FEBRUARY  13  -  16  ILLINOIS  —  Glenview/North 

Shore  AVS  sale,  0"Hare  Expo  Center,  Rosement.  Feb.  13, 
14, 15, 11  a.m.  -  10  p.m.;  Feb.  16, 11  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Diere  are 
parking  and  admission  charges. 

FEBRUARY  22  &  23  LOUISIANA  —  Rayne  AVS'  12th 
annual  show/ sale,  "Violet  Rayne  Beau,"  St.  Joseph  Family 
Center,  406  S.  Adams  Ave.,  Rayne.  Feb.  22, 1  -  3  p.m.;  Feb. 
23, 10  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Free  admission. 

FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1  KANSAS  —  The  Wichita 
AV  Study  Qub  show  sale,  "Thirty  Years  and  Still  Grow¬ 
ing,"  Botanica,  701  N.  Amidon,  Wichita.  Feb.  28, 10  a.m.  - 
4  p.m.;  Mar.  1, 1  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission.  Helen  Barret,  show 
chair,  6700  Farmview  Lane,  Wichita  67206. 

FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1  CALIFORNIA  —  The  San 
Francisco  Orchid  Society's  40th  anniversary  show,  "Pacific 
Orchid  Exposition,"  Fort  Mason  Center,  San  Frandsco. 

FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1  FLORIDA  —  African 
Violet  Association  of  Gardeners  show/ sale,  "Discover¬ 
ies,"  Winter  Park  Mall,  17-92  off  Lee  Road  Exit  of  1-4, 
Winter  Park.  Plant  sales,  Feb.  28, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  show/ 
plant  sale,  Feb.  29, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  Mar.  1,  show/plant  sale, 
12:30  -  5  p.m.  Bob  Green,  show  diak,  407-631-1106. 


FEBRUARY  28  -  MARCH  1  FLORIDA  —  Tampa  AVS 
show,  "Violets  in  the  Sunshine  State,"  Eastlake  Square 
Mall,  5701  East  Hillsborough  Ave.,  Tampa.  Feb.  28  &  29, 10 
a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  Mar.  1,  noon  -  5  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Joanne  Martinez,  chair,  809  Taray  DeAvila,  Tampa  (813- 
963-7424).  Free  admission. 

FEBRUARY  29  &  MARCH  1  CALIFORNIA  —  San 
Diego  Daytime  AVS  show/sale,  "Violet  Safari,"  Balboa 
Park,  Room  101  of  the  Casa  del  Prado,  San  Diego.  Free 
admission.  Feb.  29,  noon  -  5  p.m.;  Mar.  1, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 
Show  diairs:  Anne  Stewart  (422-6841)  and  Beverly  Decker 
(442-7484). 

MARCH  6  &  7  TEXAS  — ■  Spring  Branch  AVC  of 
Houston's  14th  annual  show/sale.  Fair  Haven  United 
Methodist  Church,  1330  Gessner  (at  Long  Point).  Mar.  6, 2 

-  6  p.m.;  Mar.  7, 10  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Free  admission.  Ellen 
Moskal,  show  chair.  For  more  information:  Judy  Carter, 
713-492-2034. 

MARCH  6  &  7  LOUISIANA  — -  Violets  on  Die  Bayou 
show/sale.  Southland  Mall,  Houma.  Public  invited,  free 
admission.  Mall  hours,  9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Anaise  LeBlanc, 
show  chair,  3525  Hwy.  1,  Napoleon ville  70390,  504-369- 

7526. 

MARCH  7  &  8  LOUISIANA  —  The  Baton  Rouge  AVS 
show/sale,  "Dining  with  Violets,"  Merchants  Landing 
Flea  Market,  9800  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge.  Mar.  7,1-7 
p.m.;  Mar.  8, 11  a.m.  ~  5  p.m.  Free  to  the  public.  For  more 
information:  Fran  Spear,  504-665-3686. 

MARCH  7  &  8  TEXAS  —  Corpus  Christi  AVS'  22nd 
annual  show/sale.  Corpus  Qiristi  Garden  Center,  5325 
Greely  Dr.  ^en  to  the  public,  no  charge.  Mar.  7, 1  -  5  p.m.; 
Mar.  8, 11  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

MARCH  7  &  8  ALABAMA  —  Capital  City  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Light  up  Broadway  with  Violets,"  Southern  Homes 
and  Gardens,  Highway  231  North  (Wetumpka  Highway) 
Montgomery.  Public  invited,  free  admission  and  parking. 
Mar.  7, 2  -  5  p.m.;  Mar.  8, 1  -  5  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Sue  Mouring,  show  chair,  262-1 831  or  Doris  TiU,  president, 
264-6509. 

MARCH  14  &  15  NEW  YORK  —  Sweet  Water  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violets  Around  the  Oock,"  West  Sayville  Fire 
Department,  Montauk  Higjiway,  West  Sayville.  Mar.  14, 2 

-  5  p.m.;  Mar.  15,  noon  -  5  p.m.  Admission:  donation.  Eileen 
Montgomery  and  Denise  Monteleone,  cochairs.  For  more 
information:  516-589-2724. 

MARCH  18  -  22  TENNESSEE  —  The  Dixie  AVS  1992 
convention,  "Rollin'  on  the  River  with  Violets,"  Memphis 
Airport  Hotel  (formerly  the  Memphis  Airport  Hilton), 
2240  Democrat  Road,  Memphis.  Showroom  open,  Satur¬ 
day,  Mar.  21.  Sales  room  open  each  day.  A  judges  school 
and  workshops  on  trailers,  desigji,  and  the  Optimara 
greenhouses  will  be  offered.  Host  for  the  convention  is  the 
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Volunteer  State  AV  Council.  Additional  mformation:  Mary 
Loewer,  Council  President,  18  Galway  St.,  Wynne,  AR 
72396,  501-^238^3382. 

MARCH  20  &  21  FLORIDA  —  Central  Honda  AVS 
show,  "A/'iolets  are  Magic,"  BeardaU  Senior  &nter, 
Orlando. 

MARCH  20  &  21  NEW  JERSEY  —  Union  County 
Chapter's  38th  show/ sale,  "Violets  in  Storybook  Lane,"  All 
Saints  Episcopal  Church,  599  Park  A¥e,,  Scotch  Plains.  Mar. 
20, 6  “  9  p.m.;  Mar.  21, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission  and 
parking.  Show  cochairs:  Chris  Brenner,  908-254-8520;  and 
Faith  Perrin,  201-^5-0529. 

MARCH  21  &  22  TEXAS  —  First  AiKtin  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Amazing  Discoveries,"  Austin  Area  Garden  Center, 
Zilker  Botanical  Garden,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.,  both  days.  Free 
admission.  For  more  information:  Mary  fcall,  show  chair, 
512-453-2732. 

MARCH  21  &  22  CALIFORNIA  --  San  Mateo  AVS 
show/sale,  Howard  Johnson  Hotel,  485  Veterans  Blvd. 
(101  Freeway  and  Whipple),  Redwood  Qty.  Mar.  21, 2  -  6 
p.m.;  Mar.  22,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission,  public 
welcome.  For  more  information:  415-593-2998. 

MARCH  26  -  28  TEXAS  —  First  AVS  of  Dallas  show/ 
sale,  '“Violet  Spring  Symphony,"  Ridiardson  ^uare  Mall, 
Plano  and  Beltlme,  Richardson.  Sale,  Mar.  26, 27, 28;  show. 
Mar.  27  &  28, 10  a.m,  -  9  p.m.  For  more  mformation:  Grace 
Davis,  214-278-0389. 

MARCH  27  &  28  VIRGINIA  —  Richmond  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Rediscover  Violets,"  Azalea  Mall,  Mar.  27, 2  -  9  p.m.; 
Mar.  28, 9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  For  more  mformation:  804-222-0947. 

APRIL  2  -  4  TEXAS  Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas  show/sale, 
"Poetry  in  Bloom,"  Valley  View  Mall,  2IM0  Valley  View 
Mall  at  L.B.J.  Sale:  Apr.  2,3,4;  show,  Apr.  3  &  4, 10  a.m.  -  9 
p.m.  For  more  mformation:  Grace  Davis,  214-278-(B89. 

APRIL  3  &  4  NEBRASKA  Lincoln  AVS  show/sale, 
"100  Years  of  African  Violets,"  East  Park  Plaza,  66tti  and 
"O"  streets,  Lincoln.  Apr.  3, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  4, 10  a.m. 
-  6  p.m.  Ann  Sweeney,  show  chair,  402-476-1316;  Kerry 
Matlgan,  cochair,  4ffi-486-17CB;  Anna  Marie  Bretthorst, 
president. 

APRIL  3  &  4  NEW  JERSEY  Bergen  County  AVS 
show/sale,  "Easter  Parade,"  Old  North  Reformed  Church, 
Washington  and  Madison  avenues,  Dumont.  Apr,  3,  3  -  9 
p.m.  Apr.  4, 9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Free  admission,  non-members 
are  invited  to  enter  their  violets.  Entries  are  Thurs.,  Apr.  2, 
noon  -  8  p.m.  Show  dtair,  Lorraine  Dwyer;  cochair,  Barbara 
Church. 

APRIL  4  &  5  CALIFORNIA  ■—  ttange  County  AVS 
show/sale,  'Violets  Go  To  The  Cats,"  Buena  Park  MaU. 
Apr.  4,  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m,;  Apr.  5,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  C^en  to  the 
public.  Dorothy  Kosowsky  and  Ed  Hoefer,  show  cochairs. 

APRIL  4  &  5  NEW  YORK  —  Long  Island  AVS'  38th 
annual  show,  "Colour  our  World,"  RoAville  Centre  Rec¬ 
reation  &  Community  Center,  111  Oceanside  Road, 
Rockville  Centre.  Apr.  4,  2  -  6  p.m.;  Apr.  5,  noon  -  5  p.m. 
Show  cochairs,  Dolores  O'Sullivan,  246-28  Deepdale  Ave., 
Douglaston  11362,  and  Betty  Raskopf,  3355  Bunker  Ave., 
Wantagh  11793. 

APRIL  4  &  5  FLORIDA  AVS  of  Pensacola's  16tti 


annual  show/sale,  "A  Century  of  African  Violets," 
Bayview  Community  Center,  19th  Ave.  and  Lloyd  St,, 
Pensacola.  Apr.  4,  2  -  7  p.m.  Apr.  5,  noon  -  5  p.m.  Free 
admission.  For  more  mformation:  Barbara  Goebel,  show 
chair,  433-W05. 

APRIL  10  - 12  INDIANA  —  The  Indiana  State  AMon 
Violet  Society  1992  convention /show.  Holiday  Inn  East, 
comer  of  21st  St.  and  Shadeland  Ave.,  IndianapoUs.  Reg¬ 
istration:  Apr.  10, 6  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  11,8”  10  a.m.  Show  hours: 
Apr.  1 1, 3:30  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  12, 9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  For  mformation 
and/or  registration,  contact:  Carol  or  Larry  Verrill,  10364 
Orchard  Park  West  Drive,  Indianapolis  46280,  317-844- 
26B. 

APRIL  11  &  12  CANADA  ™  Edmonton  AVS  show/ 
sale,  'Violets  Through  Time  and  Space,"  Muttart  Conser¬ 
vatory.  For  more  information:  Lil  Bowes,  show  chair, 
17321  60  ave,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T6M-1E9. 

APRIL  23  -  26  MISSOURI  —  The  second  annual  St 
Louis  Flower  Show,  "The  SeCTet  Garden,"  Queeny  ^unty 
Park,  St  Louis.  Four  days  of  display  gardens,  judged 
flower  arrangements,  boutiques,  a  spedal  speaker  series, 
unique  social  events  and  educational  opportunities  for  all 
ages.  Sponsored  by  the  Junior  Lea^e  of  St.  Louis,  all 
proceeds  vrill  be  used  to  support  community  educational 
and  charitable  projects.  Ticket  prices  are  $7  for  adults,  © 
for  children.  For  more  iitiormation:  314-997-3407. 

MAY  2  &  3  WISCONSIN  —  Oshkosh  Violet  Sodet/s 
12th  annual  show/sale,  center  court  of  Park  Plaza  Mall, 
downtown  C^hkosh.  Free  admission,  public  welcome. 
May  2,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4:30  p.m.  For 
mformation:  Kevin  De^er,  414-426-3764. 

MAY  2  &  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  AVS  of  PhiladelpMa 
show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Plymouth  Meeting 
Mall,  upper  level,  Germantown  Pike  and  PA  Turnpike 
(Exit  25),  Plymouth  Meeting.  Open  to  ttie  public.  May  2, 1 
"  9  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4  p.m.  Ray  Rogers,  dtair.  For  more 
mformation:  215-836-5467, 

MAY  2  &  3  UTAH  —  Utah  AVS'  40th  annual  show/ 
sale,  "Discover  the  World  of  Violets,"  Garden  Center 
Building,  1602  East  21  South,  Salt  Lake  City.  May  2, 1:30 
p.m,  -  6  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Public  invited,  free 
admission.  Imogene  Hamilton,  president,  381  West  400 
North  #10,  Bountiful  84010.  801-295-9269. 

JUDGING  SCHOOLS 

FEBRUARY  15  CALIFORNIA  —  The  AVSA  Judges 
Council  of  Northern  California  wiE  be  sponsoring  an 
AVSA  approved  Judging  School  at  the  San  Frandsco 
County  Fair  Building,  9th  Avenue  at  Lincoln  Way.  Anne 
Jantzen  will  be  the  teacher.  Cost  is  $5  for  the  audit  of 
lecture,  $10  indudes  the  test.  Send  dieAs  by  Feb.  1  to  Gary 
R.  Beck,  1155  Pine  St,  #4,  San  Frandsra  94109.  For  more 
information,  call  415-771-2342. 

FEBRUARY  1  TEXAS  —  Magic  Knight  AVS,  San 
Antonio,  TX  will  hold  an  AVSA  approved  Judging  &hool 
at  Coker  United  Methodist  Qnirch.  Alma  S.  Hummer, 
Sunflower  Lane,  San  Antonio  78213  is  the  local  chair¬ 
man.  Frances  Young,  6109  Shadow  Mountain  Dr.,  Austin 
78731  will  be  the  teacher. 
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BEGINNERS 

COLUMN 


Kent  and  Joyce  Stork 
P.  O.  Box  398 
Arlington,  NE  68002 


Buying  Violets  That  Suit  You 


Good  Investments  — 

Winter  is  a  great  time  of  year  to  settle  in  with 
the  African  Violet  Magazine  ads  and  mail  order 
lists  from  commercial  growers  of  African  vio¬ 
lets.  It's  a  great  time  to  dream  about  what  pur¬ 
chases  to  make  next.  But  how  can  anyone  tell 
whether  the  plants  listed  are  going  to  be  really 
good?  How  do  you  choose?  How  do  you  avoid 
wasting  money? 

Some  growers  give  up  and  just  order  every¬ 
thing.  If  you  have  the  money^  this  can  be  great 
fun!  Some  growers  give  up  and  buy  nothing 
until  they  see  it  growing  in  someone  else's 
collection.  That  is  not  as  much  fun.  There  is  a 
certain  excitement  in  waiting  for  the  first  blos¬ 
soms  to  form  on  new  varieties  that  have  been 
ordered  sight  unseen. 

Smart  growers  learn  how  to  read  between  the 
lines  of  printed  descriptions  and  choose  what 
they  believe  will  be  the  best  choices  for  their 
own  particular  collections.  This  is  a  fun  chal¬ 
lenge  and  it  doesn't  have  to  require  much 
money,  especially  if  you  are  patient  enough  to 
grow  your  new  plants  from  leaf  cuttings. 

UNDERSTANDING  THE  LANGUAGE 

There  are  a  number  of  terms  which  African 
violet  growers  routinely  use,  which  probably 
make  no  sense  at  all  to  a  beginner.  We'll  explain 
some  of  the  most  common  here,  but  for  more 
detail,  buy  a  Handbook  for  African  Violet  Growers, 


Exhibitors,  and  Judges  which  is  listed  inside  the 
front  cover  of  this  magazine.  It  contains  com¬ 
prehensive  descriptions  of  leaf  and  blossom 
t3^s,  as  well  as  terms  applied  to  the  colors  of 
foliage  and  blossom.  It's  one  of  the  most  useful 
books  you'll  ever  buy  on  the  subject  of  violets! 

The  following  are  some  common  terms  with 
their  definitions: 

Variegated  -  This  describes  foliage  that  has 
white  or  creamy  (sometimes  more  golden  or 
rosy  in  tone)  markings  on  the  surface  of  the 
leaves.  "Tommie  Lou"  is  frequently  used  to 
describe  the  pattern  of  variegation  that  edges 
the  perimeter  of  the  leaf.  "Lilian  Jarrett"  is  a 
variegation  pattern  that  runs  from  the  center 
spine  of  the  leaf  toward  the  edges.  "Champion" 
variegation  is  less  distinct  and  appears  as  a 
mottling  of  light  and  dark  greens  across  the  leaf. 
This  is  also  known  as  crown  variegation  be¬ 
cause  it  usually  is  most  pronounced  on  the 
center  leaves  of  a  plant,  with  the  outer  more 
mature  leaves  developing  a  more  even  green 
coloring. 

Fantasy  -  This  describes  a  blossom  color  pat¬ 
tern  of  flecks,  spots,  or  streaks  of  one  color 
across  a  different  underlying  color.  The  "fan¬ 
tasy"  hybrids  tend  to  be  a  little  less  stable  than 
solid  color  blossoms;  that  is,  they  sometimes 
bloom  without  the  markings  or  sometimes  only 
half  of  the  plant  will  show  the  pattern  of  mark- 
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ings.  Leaf  cuttings  will  occasionally  produce 
plants  that  do  not  bloom  true,  or  in  the  same 
pattern  as  the  parent  plant. 

Red  -  This  is  a  real  misnomer.  For  years, 
hybridizers  have  been  trying  to  achieve  fire 
engine  red.  When  the  plum-magenta  shades 
were  first  developed,  they  were  called  "red." 
Later  on,  the  newer  burgundy  and  maroon 
shades  were  also  called  "red."  Today  there  are 
a  few  hybrids  with  a  deep  reddish  coral  tone 
that  are  called  "red,"  too.  If  a  variety  is  a  fairly 
new  release,  "red"  probably  means  a  burgundy 
or  a  near-red  shade.  If  it  is  an  older  variety,  it 
may  be  a  reddish  purple  or  deep  fuchsia. 

Geneva  edge  -  This  is  recognized  as  the  dis¬ 
tinct  white  outlining  around  the  blossom's  pri¬ 
mary  color.  If  the  outlining  color  is  not  white, 
the  blossom  will  be  described  as  "edged  in ... ." 

Chimera  -  This  is  a  rare  form  of  plant  that  is 
characterized  by  a  double  set  of  genes.  There  are 
two  distinct  plants,  genetically,  inside  a  single 
plant.  African  violet  chimeras  bloom  with  a  pin- 
wheel  pattern;  that  is,  each  petal  is  striped  with 
a  distinctive  second  color.  Chimeras  do  not 
come  true  from  leaf  cuttings,  and  plantlets 
therefore  tend  to  be  more  expensive.  This 
uniqueness  can  be  well  worth  the  extra  cost. 

Single,  double,  semidouble  -  This  describes 
the  number  of  petals  on  the  blossom.  Have  you 
seen  triple  layers?  So  have  we,  but  the  descrip¬ 
tion  stops  at  double.  Semidouble  blossoms  do 
not  have  a  full  second  row  of  petals,  but  have  a 
tufted  petal  in  the  center  of  the  blossom.  Many 
persons  equate  the  description  "single"  with 
the  tendency  of  the  blossom  to  drop  off  the  stem 
before  drying  up.  Most  of  the  newer  singles 
being  released,  however,  are  "sticktites"  that  do 
not  drop. 

Miniature,  semiminiature,  standard  -  This  is 
the  overall  size  of  the  plant.  Minis  should  grow 
no  larger  than  six  inches  across,  while  semim¬ 
inis  may  grow  to  a  diameter  of  eight  inches. 
Microminiatures  have  recently  been  devel¬ 
oped,  but  no  specific  size  is  guaranteed.  They 
are  expected  to  grow  and  bloom  at  a  smaller  size 
than  miniatures.  Standard  plants  grow  larger 


than  eight  inches.  They  may  be  "compact"  and 
not  grow  larger  than  about  12  inches  in  diame¬ 
ter.  TTiey  may  be  "large"  and  grow  easily  to  20 
or  more  inches. 

MATCHING  THE  DESCRIPTION 
TO  YOUR  COLLECTION 

Hybridizers  have  to  consider  different  needs 
as  they  develop  new  varieties,  because  their 
customers  are  not  all  seeking  the  same  type  of 
plant. 

Persons  who  exhibit  African  violets  in  com¬ 
petition,  seek  plants  that  develop  perfect  sym¬ 
metry  of  leaf  pattern,  bloom  heavily,  travel  well 
to  shows,  and  fit  into  specific  color  classes  in  a 
show.  They  oftentimes  do  not  mind  those  par¬ 
ticular  varieties  that  do  not  really  perform  well, 
until  reaching  nearly  20"  in  diameter. 

Persons  who  sell  violets  to  the  public  (like 
grocery  stores  and  florists)  want  plants  that 
grow  quickly,  and  thus  economically,  and  have 
sturdy  blossoms  that  don't  wilt  in  tough  condi¬ 
tions.  When  growing  space  is  a  consideration, 
these  people  want  varieties  that  will  put  up  a 
good  head  of  bloom  on  plants  that  are  not  really 
large. 

Persons  who  collect  violets  for  their  own 
pleasure,  want  plants  that  have  interesting 
blossoms  and  foliage  and  that  bloom  fre¬ 
quently. 

Advertisers  in  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  are 
trpng  to  appeal  to  all  of  these  people.  While 
they  are  trying  to  market  all  of  the  varieties  they 
list,  they  do  try  to  give  clues  that  will  help  you 
sort  through  the  descriptions  for  what  you  are 
seeking. 

They  try  to  use  the  word  "show"  when  de¬ 
scribing  plants  that  will  be  most  suitable  for 
exhibitors.  That  "show"  word  can  also  indicate 
that  the  plant  grows  a  bit  larger  than  average 
standard-sized  plants. 

Fortunately,  there  are  a  limited  number  of 
African  violet  cultivars  that  do  fit  the  needs  of 
all  types  of  growers.  These  are  plants  that 
propagate  easily,  grow  symmetrically,  bloom 
fairly  heavily  when  reasonably  young,  and  yet 
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can  be  grown  into  large,  spectacular  specimens 
for  shows.  The  best  way  to  identify  these  is  to 
speah  to  commercial  growers  or  hybridizers, 
whether  by  phone  or  in  person.  (Most  of  those 
who  are  actively  hybridizing  violets  are  very 
busy  people,  and  may  not  have  the  time  to 
respond  to  letters  that  need  detailed  replies.) 
They  will  happily  recommend  the  varieties 
they  believe  are  the  best. 

SOME  PITFALLS 

Novelty-blossoming  varieties  —  those  that 
have  unpredictable  or  unusual  color  pattern  — 
are  often  attractive  to  collectors.  Utey  can  b^ 
disappointing,  however,  because  the  cultivars 
may  not  be  as  sturdy,  free-blooming,  or  as  apt  to 
propagate  true  as  the  less-novel  types. 

Award  winners  or  other  varieties  pictured  in 
the  AVM  are  always  more  appealing  to  buyers. 
Often,  these  are  wonderful  plants,  but  there  are 
no  automatic  guarantees.  They  also  tend  to  be  in 
short  supply  because  of  the  huge  demand  gen¬ 
erated  by  publicity. 

Watching  for  the  annual  listing  of  the  Best 
Varieties  or  the  Honor  Roll  may  also  guide  you 
in  choosing  good  varieties.  The  Best  Varieties 
lists  the  favorite  plants  of  members  across  the 
country.  It  may  have  some  old  and  impossible- 
tO“find  hybrids  as  well  as  some  that  are  only 
found  in  certain  regions  of  the  countiy.  The 
Honor  Roll  recognizes  varieties  that  have  won 
awards  in  shows.  This  is  a  great  help  for  persons 
who  wish  to  exhibit,  but  it  may  be  less  helpful 
for  collectors. 

A  POSSIBLE  SOLUTION 

Since  there  is  obviously  no  simple  way  to  find 
the  perfect  plants  for  your  own  pleasure,  you 
must  be  ready  to  make  a  few  mistakes.  Do  try 
ordering  plants  from  one  or  two  companies.  If 
you  are  satisfied,  order  from  them  again.  You 
may  wish  to  trust  the  company  to  make  one  or 
two  choices  for  you,  in  addition  to  the  other 
plants  you  order.  Often  the  grower  will  send 
you  a  real  gem  that  would  otlierwise  have  gone 
unnoticed. 


Remember  that  some  violet  cultivars  do  bet¬ 
ter  in  specific  climates.  If  you  live  in  the  deep 
(hot)  south,  you  may  need  to  be  cautious  about 
plants  hybridized  in  northern  climates,  and 
vice  versa.  It  is  wise  to  note  the  name  of  the 
hybridizer,  and  order  only  a  fem^  of  his/her 
plants  at  first.  If  those  plants  do  well,  then  look 
for  more  varieties  from  the  same  hybridizer. 

Finally,  when  tiying  out  a  new  plant,  give  it 
some  time.  Don't  decide  too  quickly  that  it  is 
"great"  or  "no  good."  It  takes  time  to  develop  a 
friendship,  and  some  plants  are  not  as  likeable 
when  immature  as  they  will  be  later.  Some 
colors  or  growth  patterns  may  not  be  desirable 
until  seasonal  temperatures  change.  Some¬ 
times  an  ugly  duckling  grows  into  a  beautiful 
swan. 

Tiy  new  varieties.  You  will  have  fun. 


Best  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangement  at  a  recent 
Des  Itelnes,  lA  show  was  “The  Old  West”  by 
Janice  Tyler. 
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HUMILITY 


Debbie  Griffith 
1212  S.  Pierson  Court 
Lukewood,  CO  80232 


In  the  15  years  since  an  aunt  ga¥e  me  my  first 
tray  of  African  ¥iolet  starter  plants,  F ve  learned 
a  lot,  or  so  I  thought.  This  year  I  discovered  just 
how  much  I  hadn't  learned. 

The  year  began  rather  hectically.  We  moved 
into  a  new  home  in  January,  just  two  months 
prior  to  the  annual  Rocky  Mountain  African 
Violet  Council  show.  As  I  was  setting  up  my 
new  plant  room,  I  remember  thinking  how 
good  the  plants  were  looking.  Even  a  gesneriad 
that  had  never  bloomed  previously,  showed  a 
multitude  of  blossoms  after  four  days  in  a  dark, 
cool  anteroom  prior  to  finding  a  permanent 
place  in  the  plant  room.  Hey,  maybe  there  were 
possibilities  for  the  show. 

As  January  passed  into  February,  the  plants 
were  really  responding  in  a  positive  manner  to 
their  new  surroundings:  a  plant  room  where  I 
was  able  to  achieve  the  unheard-ofrin-Colorado 
humidity  level  of  70%.  I  had  disbudded  every¬ 
thing  prior  to  the  move  and  the  plants  seemed  to 
be  right  on  schedule  for  the  March  show, 
March  arrived  and  I  was  worse  than  an  expec¬ 
tant  mother.  I  "hovered"  over  those  plants, 
cajoling,  threatening,  pruning— all  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  the  show.  Finally,  show  week  arrived.  I 
had  my  entry  sheet  and  tags  in  hand  and  began 
the  process  of  deciding  who  looked  good 
enough  for  show.  When  I  finished,  I  had  over  30 
entries  that  I  considered  "good  enough"  for  the 
stiff  competition  in  our  show.  As  I  drove  to  the 
Denver  Botanic  Gardens,  I  remember  thinking, 
"Gee,  the  roads  are  certainly  rough,"  fearing  the 
bumps  in  the  road  would  dislodge  those  sin- 
ningia  blossoms  and  violet  singles  that  I  worked 
so  hard  at  achieving.  Entries  was  lengthy,  as  we 
usually  have  several  growers  who  enter  large 
numbers  of  plants.  At  last  that  process  was  over 
and  I  could  go  home  and  relax.  The  fate  of  my 
plants  was  out  of  my  hands  and  into  those  of  the 


judges. 

Saturday  arrived  and  I  returned  early  to  help 
judge  in  the  show.  As  we  have  a  fairly  large 
show,  there  was  no  time  to  think  about  my  own 
entries.  After  the  judging  was  complete  and  we 
judges  had  been  excused,  I  made  the  rounds  to 
see  how  my  plants  had  done:  I  was  very 
pleased.  When  everything  had  been  counted,  I 
had  five  best  in  class  plants  and  was  sweep- 
stakes  runner-up.  This  was  my  best  show  ever, 
and  I  was  on  cloud  nine.  I  had  this  show  thing 
down  pat.  At  the  close  of  the  show,  I  rounded 
up  plants,  disbudded  everything  there  in  the 
showroom  and  packed  them  to  go  home. 

Looking  back  now,  seven  months  later,  I  see 
that  post-show  time  as  my  downfall.  My  nor¬ 
mal  process  after  a  show  is  to  disbud  plants, 
spray  all  the  show  plants,  isolate  them  for  sev¬ 
eral  wreks,  repot  in  fresh  soil  and  then  return 
them  to  the  plant  stands.  Since  our  show  was 
only  one  month  prior  to  the  AVSA  convention, 
I  had  several  plants  that  I  decided  to  take  on  to 
Santa  Clara.  I  followed  my  normal  procrfures 
on  the  remainder  of  the  show  plants  and  by 
mid- April,  returned  them  to  the  plant  room. 

The  AVSA  convention  was  great.  My  entries 
all  won  blue  ribbons  and  I  made  the  rounds  of 
the  sales  room.  Since  I  am  a  firm  believer  in 
supporting  AVSA  commercials,  I  did  my  share. 
Purchases  packed,  I  returned  to  Colorado, 
anxious  to  get  the  new  plants  situated.  How¬ 
ever' anxious  though,  I  didn't  throw  caution  to 
the  wind,  and  isolated  everything.  Three  weeks 
later  our.  family  left  for  a  vacation  in  colonial 
Williamsburg.  Our  neighbor  had  volunteered 
to  tend  the  plants  and  animals  in  our  absence. 

Back  from  vacation,  I  noticed  frouble  in  the 
plant  room.  Many  of  the  new  plants  I  had 
bought  at  convention  were  showing  problems. 
On  closer  inspection  I  noticed  many  of  my  other 
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plants  were  showing  signs  of  trouble:  tight 
centers,  pronounced  hairs  on  the  leaves.  Oh  no, 
cyclamen  rrdte?  Only  once  before  in  my  grow¬ 
ing  career  had  I  experienced  cyclamen  mite  and 
it  wiped  out  my  collection.  With  a  large  trash 
bag  in  hand,  I  began  removing  plants  over  60 
large  standards  when  all  told.  I  put  down  leaves 
and  trashed  the  plants.  Suddenly,  my  normally 
crowded  shelves  were  showing  bare  spots. 
However,  I  refused  to  toss  the  many  new  con¬ 
vention  plants  and  instead,  sprayed  them  and 
removed  all  the  centers.  I  took  three  of  the 
standard  plants  to  our  local  extension  service  to 
have  them  tested  for  mites.  They  couldn't  de¬ 
tect  any  rrdtes,  but  I  wasn't  convinced,  particu¬ 
larly  since  over  the  next  month  I  threw  out 
another  30+  plants  that  were  showing  similar 
S5nnptoms. 

June  and  July  were  not  fun  in  the  plant  room. 
Nothing  looked  good.  I  began  repotting  and 
discovered  soil  mealy  bug.  Since  I  know  better 
than  to  ask  "what  next,"  I  didn't,  but  things  go 
progressively  worse.  The  temperatures  outside 
and  in  my  plant  room  soared.  One  day  while 
watering,  I  noticed  the  temperature  in  the  plant 
room  was  91®!  I  don't  do  well  in  heat  and  the 
plants  didn't  either.  There  were  still  signs  of 
cyclamen  mite,  but  the  soil  mealy  bug  seemed 
to  be  in  check  after  repotting,  using  diatoma- 
ceous  earth. 

In  August,  air  conditioning  was  installed  and 
the  house  once  again  became  more  tolerable. 
The  plant  room  cooled  down,  but  still  the  plants 
looked  lousy.  Then  for  the  next  several  weeks 
we  had  company  and  I  really  didn't  have  time 
to  dwell  on  the  plants. 

September  came,  the  company  left  and  I  was 
determined  to  either  cure  or  kill  these  plants.  I 
continued  repotting  and  then  discovered 
thrips.  (See  what  I  mean  about  never  asking 
"what  next?")  For  the  record,  when  someone 
recommends  that  you  spray  the  entire  plant 
when  thrips  are  discovered,  I'm  here  to  tell  you 
thaf  s  true.  These  thrips  were  dancing  on  the 
leaves,  running  through  the  soil  everywhere. 
Okay,  this  is  war!!  I've  had  enough,  you  guys. 


Either  shape  up  or  out  you  go!  In  the  past,  I  have 
used  Orthene  powder  successfully  in  eradicat¬ 
ing  thrips.  No  time  to  waste:  I  disbudded  the 
few  plants  that  were  blooming,  sprayed  and 
declared  war.  Now,  I  have  to  tell  you  that 
repotting  350+  plants  is  not  my  idea  of  a  good 
time.  Repotting  is  necessary  to  produce  a  beau¬ 
tiful  plant  and  I  was  trying  to  see  the  light  at  the 
end  of  the  tunnel  through  the  despair  of  all 
these  violet  ailments.  I  even  considered  throw¬ 
ing  out  the  entire  collection  and  not  starting 
over. 

After  a  week  of  repotting,  during  which  I  had 
a  lot  of  time  to  consider  all  the  problems  I'd 
encountered  since  January,  I  came  to  ^veral 
conclusions.  Despite  all  my  experience,  I  had 
become  careless.  One  additional  problem  I  dis¬ 
covered  while  trying  to  determine  if  my  origi¬ 
nal  problem  was  indeed  cyclamen  mite,  was 
that  my  water  pH  at  the  new  place  was  way  out 
of  whack — 7.4.  No  wonder  these  plants  looked 
sick — between  cyclamen  mite,  soil  mealy  bug, 
thrips  and  pH  imbalance,  I  was  lucky  to  still 
have  one  plant.  Upon  moving  into  the  new 
place,  I  had  not  taken  the  necessary  cleanliness 
precautions.  When  I  set  up  the  plant  stands  in 
the  new  location,  I  didn't  clean  them.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  I  normally  use  No-Pest  Strips  on  the  plant 
stands,  and  I  had  not  done  that  after  the  move. 
Another  procedure  that  I  didn't  follow  was  a 
periodic  spraying  I  use  Raid  House  &  Gar¬ 
den  spray  as  a  general  preventive. 

It's  October  now,  and  I  have  been  humbled 
my  this  experience.  No  matter  how  long  we've 
grown  African  violets,  sometimes  it  helps  to 
return  to  the  basics.  All  the  plants  are  repotted 
in  fresh  new  soil.  The  No-Pest  Strips  are  in 
place.  I  have  thoroughly  cleaned  the  plant 
stands,  lights,  fixtures  —  everything.  I  am  still 
doing  follow-up  spraying  for  thrips  as  I  do  this 
procedure  for  one  month.  I  have  read  and  re¬ 
read  articles  about  mites,  soil  mealy  bug  and 
pH. 

And,  for  the  first  time  in  months.  I'm  begin¬ 
ning  to  think  ahead  to  the  March  1992  show. 

H-m-m... 
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Affiliate  ’appenings 


Lyndall  Owens 
P.  O.  Box  288 

Beaumont,  TX  77704 


(Editor's  Note:  After  writing  the  "Affiliate  'appenings"  column  for  the  African  Violet  Magazine,  for 
over  thirteen  years,  we  say  farewell  to  Lyndall.  She  and  her  husband,  Arthur,  are  going  to  be  doing 
some  traveling  and  possibly  relocating  "up  north."  Thank  you,  Lyndall,  for  a  job  well  done!  Have 
a  wonderful  time.  Beginning  in  the  March/  April  1992  issue  of  the  AVM,  the  column,  "Show  Talk," 
will  begin  with  Darryl  Hoover,  912  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C,  Fullerton,  CA  92632,  doing  the  show 
writeups.  Please  make  a  note  of  his  address  for  all  of  your  spring  shows.) 


OSHKOSH  VS,  WI  —  ^Tictiire  Perfect  Violets,"  Pat 
Robinson,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Optimara 
Ohio,  Frances  Young,  Happif  Cricket,  Betsy  Fox;  best  in  show, 
S.  Rupkola,  Kevin  Degner;  best  trailer.  Happy  Trails,  Cathy 
Heider;  best  semi.  Wee  Be,  design  sweepstakes,  Pat  Robin¬ 
son. 

MEMPHIS  AVS,  TN  —  'Wiolets  in  Fantasyland,"  Peggy 
Adamson,  president.  Winners:  Best  in  show.  Petite  Jewel, 
2nd  best  in  show,  Angel  Lace,  best  miniature.  Petite  Jewel, 
best  semi,  Angel  Lace,  horticulture  sweepstakes,  Katherine 
Steele;  best  trailer.  Dazzle  Trail,  best  gesneriad,  Episck 
Fanny  Haague,  best  design,  design  sweepstakes,  show 
sweepstakes,  Peggy  Adamson;  best  variegated  standard. 
Wrangler's  Pink  Patches,  Iona  Pair. 

AV  COUNCIL  OF  FLORIDA  —  "Ports  of  Call,"  Linda 
Marshall,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Fredette's 
Risen  Star,  High  Tone  Mama,  Peach  Brandy,  2nd  best  in  show. 
High  Tone  Mama,  show  sweepstakes  (20  blue  ribbons), 
Phyliss  King;  best  in  show,  Georgia  Lover,  best  design, 
"^Venetian  Waters,"  Rita  Hilton;  2nd  best  AVSA  collection. 
Wee  Hummer,  Beginner's  Luck,  Ruby  Slippers,  best  trailer, 
Adeara,  Leticia  Potter;  best  miniature,  Mickey  Mouse,  best 
semi.  Dolled  Up,  Chris  Collier;  best  gesneriad,  E.  Tea  Bells, 
Ed  Stem;  2nd  best  in  design,  "Shanghai,  Qiina,"  design 
sweepstakes.  Bob  Green. 

MID-AMERICA  AVS,  KS  —  "Giving  Thanks  With 
Violets,"  Pat  Richards,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection,  Ms  Pretty  Pink,  Mary  D,  Aubergine,  best  in  show. 
Maverick's  Tight  Jeans,  2nd  best  in  show.  Little  Pro,  best  semi. 
Little  Pro,  horticulture  sweepstakes,  Pat  Richards;  2nd  best 
AVSA  collection,  Rob's  Silver  Spook,  Rob's  Vanilla  Pink,  Rob's 
Shadow  Magic,  Esther  Edwards  Wells;  best  desi^,  "A 
Thank  You  Note,"  design  sweepstakes,  Sylvia  Prince;  best 
trailer.  Wee  Bells,  best  gesneriad,  Nautilocalyx  pemphidias, 
Molly  Blacketer;  best  miniature.  Snuggles  Bear,  Sue  Hill. 

NUTMEG  STATE  AVS,  CT  —  "Nutmeg  State  Fair," 


Richard  Bower,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection, 
Camelot  Pink,  Ness'  Viking  Maiden,  Ballet  Anna,  best  in 
show.  Firelight,  2nd  best  in  show,  Ness'  Viking  Maiden,  Ann 
Butler;  2nd  best  AVSA  collection,  Becky,  Party  Animal, 
Spacedust,  best  design,  best  miniature,  Optimara  Rose 
Quartz,  horticulture  sweepstakes,  Edna  Rourke;  best  semi. 
Snuggles  Little  Dreamer,  Charlene  Boyce;  best  gesneriad, 
Chirita  Sinensis,  Vivian  Hilti;  best  in  show  (under  12"), 
Kiwi  Dazzle,  Joyce  Dickey. 

SHO-ME  AVC,  KS  —  "Wiolets:  Sunrise  to  Simset,"  Pat 
Richards,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Crystal- 
hire,  Ms  Pretty  Pink,  Bisque  Risque,  best  in  show,  Suncoast 
Circus  Candy,  best  design,  "Painted  Sunset,"  best 
miniature.  Ballet  Snowcone,  best  semi,  Winnergreen,  best 
gesneriad,  Sinningia  Hirsuta,  horticulture  sweepstakes, 
Pat  Richards;  2nd  best  AVSA  collection,  Optimara  Sequoia, 
Optimara  Oklahoma,  Optirmra  Michigan,  Francis  Beaver; 
2nd  best  in  show.  Just  Whisper,  Sue  Knobbe;  best  trailer. 
Pixie  Blue  Variegated,  Doris  Brown;  design  sweepstakes, 
Sylvia  Prince;  horticulture  runner-up,  Johnnie  Proctor. 

THOUSAND  OAKS  AVS,  CA  —  'Xe  Olde  Candy 
Shoppe  of  Violets,"  Barbara  Burde,  chair.  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  collection,  Fredette's  Moonflower,  Nortex's  Snowkist 
Haven,  Yasuyo,  best  in  show.  Sea  Princess,  2nd  best  m  show, 
Yasuyo,  best  miniature,  Optimara  Little  Crystal,  best  semi. 
Sea  Princess,  Carroll  Gealy;  2nd  best  AVSA  collection, 
Bertha,  Mary  D,  Fredette's  Moonflower,  Marla  Henderson; 
best  design,  "Candy  Kisses,"  Barbara  Burde; best  trailer,  S. 
Pendula  var.  Kizarae,  Virginia  Ellis;  best  gesneriad,  E. 
Sunny,  Charline  Sims. 

OHIO  STATE  AVS,  "Carousel  of  Violets,"  Jan  Carr, 
chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Wrangler's  Dixie 
Celebratbn,  Sapphire  Halo,  Pink  Enchantment,  best  in  show. 
Wrangler's  Dixie  Celebratbn,  2nd  best  in  show.  Sapphire 
Halo,  best  miniature.  Petite  Jewel,  Anne  Thomas;  2nd  best 
AVSA  collection.  Autumn  Lace,  Anna  Kreeck,  Apache  Land, 
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Mary  Martm;  best  design,  "Rose  Pony,"  sweepstakes 
design,  Cathy  Black;  best  trailer.  Fancy  Trail,  horticulture 
sweepstakes,  Emilie  Savage;  best  semi.  Swing  Along,  Judy 
Wegner;  best  gesneriad,  Aeschynanthus  Tricolor,  Viola 
Tucker. 

FANCY  BLOOMERS,  CA  —  "A  Harvest  of  Violets," 
Marie  Beeman  &  Byron  Borek,  cochairs.  Winners:  Best 
AVSA  collection.  Garnet  Halo,  China  Pink,  Adam,  best  in 
show.  Precious  Pink,  2nd  best  in  show.  Garnet  Halo,  best 
trailer.  Honeymoon  Trail,  best  miniature,  Precbus  Pink, 
horticulture  sweepstakes,  Marie  Beeman;  2nd  best  AVSA 
collection.  Coral  Kiss,  Fire  Mountain,  Granger's  Wonderland, 
Byron  Borek;  best  design,  "Nature's  Small  Rewards," 
design  swe^stakes,  Becky  Jackson;  best  gesneriad,  Epis- 
cia  Kiwi,  Ken  Dean. 

AVS  OF  DENVER,  CHAPTER  I,  CO  —  "Treasures  in 
Bloom,"  Carol  DeNileon,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection,  Dumplin',  Phantom  Flash,  Optimara  Trinidad, 
Carol  DeNileon;  best  in  show,  Foxwood  Trail,  2nd  best  in 


show.  Tomahawk,  best  design,  "Golden  Autumn,"  best 
trailer,  Foxwood  Tail,  horticulture  sweepstakes,  Nelly 
Levine;  best  gesneriad,  Episcia  Blue  Nile,  Judie  Lelanne. 

AVS  OF  NORTH  JERSEY,  NJ  —  "Violets  in  the  Garden 
State,"  Becky  Johnson,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection.  Majesty,  Dance  Time,  Devil  May  Care,  best  in 
show.  Dance  Time,  best  miniature,  Wichita  Baby,  horticul” 
tural  sweepstakes  (50  blue  ribbons),  Toni  Rogan;  2nd  best 
AVSA  collection,  Picasso,  Ness'  Silver  Cypress,  Lady  Diana, 
best  gesneriad,  E.  Moss  Agate,  design  sweepstakes,  Becl^ 
Johnson;  best  semi.  Sugar  Bear  Blues,  best  trailer,  Rob's 
Stickey  Wicket,  Bob  Kurzynski. 

SOCIETE  des  SAINTPAULIA  de  MONTREAL, 
QUEBEC  "Violettes  au  Printemps,"  Normand  Miron, 
chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Sapphire  Halo,  De~ 
celles  Triomphe,  Picasso,  2nd  best  in  show,  Decelles  Trbmphe, 
best  semi.  Beginner's  Luck,  Therese  Decelles;  2nd  best 
AVSA  collection.  Little  Pro,  Beginner's  Luck,  ACA's  Merry 
Mary,  Yvon  Decelles;  best  in  show.  High  Country,  Clement 


Shown,  loft  to  right:  Long  Island  AVS  show  chair,  Piano  Lohan,  holding  3rd  best  In  show.  Coral  Kiss; 
Dorothy  Vogt,  holding  her  best  In  show,  Paisley  Print;  and  Marie  Caruso,  cochair,  holding  2nd  best 
in  show,  Kiwi  Dazzle. 
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Perreault;  best  design,  "Jardin  Printanier/"  best  gesneriad, 
Episcia  Cleopatra,  Anne  Herbatuc^  best  trails.  Ramblin' 
Silver,  Amand  Lemay;  best  miniature,  Rob's  Soliloquy, 

Monique  Pigeon. 

BELLFLOWER  A  VS,  CA  —  "A  Celebration  of  Violets/" 
Yvette  Homan,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Mini 
Papa,  KM  Karla,  Snuggles,  best  in  show,  TraU  Along,  2nd  best 
in  show.  Mini  PaPa,  best  trailer.  Trail  Along,  best  miniature, 
Rob's  Magnetic  Field,  best  semi,  Miwf  PaPa,  best  geaieriad, 
Petrocosmea  Flaccida,  Yvette  Homan;  best  design, 
"Retirement/"  Heather  Propotnik;  horticulture 
sweepstakes,  Edward  Hc«fer;  design  sweepstakes,  Sheri 
Solan. 

MISSOURI  VALLEY  AV  COUNCIL  ""Violets 
Around  Nebraska,""  Kent  &  Joyce  Stork,  cochairs.  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  collection.  Phantom  Flash,  Tomahawk,  Flash  Fire, 
best  in  show.  Flash  Fire,  2nd  best  in  show.  Phantom  Flash, 
horticulture  sweepstakes,  Kent  Stork;  2nd  best  AVSA 
collection.  Aubergine,  Granger's  Desert  Dawn,  Splendiferous, 
Pat  Richards;  best  design,  ""Nebraska  City,""  Jeanne 
Gotten;  b«t  trailer.  Dancin'  Trail,  best  semi,  Rob's  Megan 
Lynn,  Ann  Sweeney;  best  miniature,  Everdim,  Jan  Tyler; 
best  gesneriad,  Aeschyrmnthus  Lobbknas  Varigata,  Doris 
Brown;  design  sweepstakes,  Ethel  Campbell. 

HEART  OF  DIXIE,  AL  —  "Africa  -  Violets"  Eden,"  Kitsy 
Bevins,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Texas  Dy¬ 
namo,  RJmpsodk  Nancy,  Optimara  louismna  II,  Keith  Judy; 
2nd  best  AVSA  collection,  Kathe  Denise,  Chiffon  Print,  Gda 
Pink,  2nd  best  in  show,  Kathe  Denise,  best  trailer.  Lambs  Ears, 
best  gesneriad,  Episcia  Kee~Wee,  horticulture  sweepstakes, 
Vince  Vincent;  best  in  show,  Willadean,  Lo^  Collins;  best 
design,  "Diamond  m  the  Rough/"  Shentl  Brice;  b«t 
miniature.  Moon  Bright,  David  Hayes. 

A V  STUDY  CLUB  OF  HOUSTON,  TX  —  ""Violets  Are 
Ne\w/"  Betty  Moss,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection, 
Hortense  Pittman,  Petite  Cher,  Optimara  Little  Moonstone,  best 
miniature,  Hortense  Pittman,  best  semi.  Lipstick  &  Lace, 
horticulture  sweepstakes,  Betty  Moss;  2nd  best  AVSA 
collection,  Joelk,  Mary  Craig,  'Ma  Gigi,  b«t  in  show.  Party 
Print,  2nd  best  in  show,  Homybun  Trail,  best  trailer,  Hon- 
eybun  TraU,  Gem  Goins;  best  desi^,  "Holiday  Makes 
Headline,""  Mae  Dennison;  best  gesneriad,  Nautilomlyx 
Pemphidius,  Laura  Liggett;  design  sweq^stAes,  Jane  Rex- 
ilius. 

NEW  YORK  STATE  AVS  -  "Celebrating  with  Violets,"" 
Kay  Rotando,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  De- 
celles  Triomphe,  Phantom  Flash,  Mapsodk  Claudm,  best  in 
show,  Deceiks  Triomphe,  b^t  semi.  Snuggles  Rising  Star, 
horticulture  sweepstakes,  Therese  Deceiks;  2nd  best 
AVSA  collection,  Precbus  Pink,  Little  Pro,  Beginner's  Luck, 
2nd  best  in  show,  Deceiks  Romance,  Yvon  Decelles;  best 
design,  Carolyn  Klein;  best  trailer,  Karen  Linda,  Charles 
Laws;  best  miniature.  Midget  Lilian,  Douglas  Burdick  best 
g^neriad,  Columnea  Early  Bird,  Lyon  Greenhouses;  design 
sweepstakes,  Joan  Stuckey. 


Send 

Your  Choices 

Flo^d  Lawson 

1100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21 
Arcadia,  CA  91107 

E  vety  year  our  best  growers  and  hybridizers 
advise  teginrdng^  and  even  experienced,  grow¬ 
ers  to  check  the  Best  Varieties  List  for  the  surest 
and  most  consistent  plants  to  add  to  their  col¬ 
lections.  The  advice  is  good,  because  the  Best 
Variety  List  is  the  compilation  of  those  varieties 
which  have  performed  across  the  nation^  in  the 
many  different  growing  conditions,  and  with 
many  different  approaches  to  growing.  The 
Best  Variety  List  is  YOUR  list  of  those  plants 
which  have  done  the  best  for  YOU.  The  list  only 
works,  however^  when  we  hear  from  the  great¬ 
est  number  of  'YOUs"  throughout  AVSA. 

Here  is  your  opportunity  to  make  your  voice 
heard.  Which  are  your  favorites?  Which  would 
you  encourage  others  to  buy  and  grow?  Each 
vote  is  important;  each  tally  is  a  word  of  encour¬ 
agement  to  others  searching  for  that  one  perfect 
plant  to  enjoy  and/or  to  show.  ‘ 

Between  now  and  April  1,  1992,  every 
member  of  AVSA  should  take  time  to  sit  down 
and  make  a  list  of  25  of  your  favorite  plants.  If 
you  are  a  new  grower,  maybe  your  list  will  be 
shorter;  but  send  it  anyway.  We  would  like  to 
have  euety  member's  opinion.  The  lists  may  be 
sent  singly,  or  as  a  part  of  an  affiliate's  sum¬ 
mary.  Indeed,  one  good  technique  is  to  make 
compiling  the  list  a  part  of  one  of  your  sched¬ 
uled  meetings. 

If  you  do  decide  to  make  only  one  list  for  the 
club,  list  all  plants  voted  on  and  how  many 
votes  each  received. 

Al^  enclose  the  total  number  of  members 
voting,  as  well  as  the  name  of  the  affiliate. 

TTianks  to  all  of  you  for  your  help  in  making 
this  valuable  tool  a  reality.  Please  send  your  list 
to: 

Hoyd  Lawson 

1100  W.  Huntington  Dr.,  #21 

Arcadia,  CA  91107 
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AVSA  Building  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen 
2725  Katrina  Way 
Mountain  View,  CA  94040 


Chances  are  you  or  a  member  of  your  affiliate 
has  used  the  services  of  the  AVSA  office.  If  you 
haven't,  chances  are  someone  in  your  affiliate 
will  need  their  services  in  the  future.  If  so,  we 
want  to  be  ready  to  give  you  the  best  service 
possible. 

But  providing  the  best  service  takes  commit¬ 
ment  from  both  the  AVSA  office  staff  and  the 
entire  AVSA  membership.  The  office  staff  is 
constantly  providing  their  commitment  as  they 
care  each  year  for  hundreds  of  individual  ques¬ 
tions,  orders  and  requests. 

Won't  you  please  make  an  investment  in  the 
future  service  of  AVSA  by  contributing  to  the 
AVSA  Building  Fund?  Thank  you  for  your 
support. 

Contributions  from  July  26  -  August  29, 1991 


August,  1991 
Michael  Jackson 
in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee  from 

the  Montgomery  AVS,  AL  . . ..25.00 

Milwaukee  AVS . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Don  Thornburg,  CA . . . . . . . 15.00 

Faye  Shirley,  CA  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.00 

Aim  Miller 

travel  expenses  from  Violets  &  Friends 

AVQOH . . . . . . . . . . . 15.00 

North  Texas  AV  Judges  Council 
in  memory  of  former  member, 

Rosemary  Robinson . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

North  Texas  AV  Judges  Council 
in  memory  of  J.  G.  Fitzgerald, 

father  of  member  Virginia  Linson  . . . . 10.00 

Martha  Turner 

in  memory  of  J.  G.  Fitzgerald, 

father  of  Virginia  linson . . . . . 20.00 

AVS  of  South  Bay,  CA . . . . . . . . . 100.00 

Gregory  Sedgwick . . . . . . . 5.00 

Lake  Shore  AVS,  IL 

in  memory  of  Earl  Snyder  . . . . ..................25.00 


Total  for  the  month  -  $255.00 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS-  $74393.24 
Contributions  from  August  30  -  September  28, 1991 


September,  1991 

Don  Thornburg  CA . . . . . 15.00 

Lyim  Lombard,  CA 

speaker's  fee  from  AVS  Montrose  . . . . 25.00 

Capital  Qty  AVS,  CA 

in  memory  of  Eva  Yost,  four- time  president 

and  friend  to  all  of  us . . . .....25.00 

Ruby  Roloff,  CA 

in  memory  of  dear  friend,  Eva  Yost . . . 15.00 

Union  County  Chapter  AVSA,  NJ  . . . . 50.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  SC  . . 10.00 

Capital  Qty  AVS,  AL 

in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee  to  Michael  Jackson . .25.00 

Celine  and  Wchard  Oiase,  CA 

in  memory  of  Esther  Daigle  . . . . ..25.00 

Baton  Rouge  AVS 

$1.50+  per  member . . . . . 35.00 

Orange  County  AVS 
in  memory  of  member  Bessie  McNair, 

aunt  of  Ed  Hoefer . . . . . . . .  15.00 

Edward  Hoefer 

in  memory  of  aunt,  Bessie  McNair . . . .  15.00 

First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls,  TK 

in  honor  of  a  job  well  done  . . . . . . 10.00 

Chula  Vista  AVS,  CA 
in  memory  of  Audrey  Buchanan 

of  Patches  &  Pots,  El  Cajon,  CA  . . . . . . 10.00 

Carole  Scelsi,  CA 

in  memory  of  Audrey  Buchanan 

of  Patches  &  Pots,  El  Cajon,  CA . 10.00 

Pee  Dee  AVS,  SC . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Affiliates  of  the  A  VC  of  Southern  California 
outside  sign  for  our  new  home  . . 200.00 


Total  for  the  month  -  $495.00 

TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  -  $74,988.24 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  January/February  1992  19 


A  Race  with  Tropical  Rainbelt  Deforestation 

Mary  Gall 

3200  W.  82nd  Terrace 
Leawood,  KS  66206 


In  a  combined  effort  funded  by  an  $80,000 
National  Geographic  Society  grant  the  Missouri 
Botanical  Garden  and  the  University  of  Kansas, 
researchers  are  cataloging  the  richly  diverse 
plant  and  animal  life  in  the  rain  forests  of  the 
Amazon.  In  addition,  the  Missouri  Botanical 
Garden  currently  has  research  projects  in  eight 
South  American  countries  and  five  African 
countries,  including  Tanzania.  The  botanists 
have  gathered  120,000  specimens  each  year 
which  are  sent  to  Missouri  for  further  study  and 
identification.  Among  the  endangered  and 
newly  discovered  species  is  Gloxinia  dodsonii. 

Scientists  estimate  that  of  the  world's  five  to 
30  million  species,  only  1 .4  million  of  them  have 
been  named.  More  than  half  of  the  world  spe¬ 
cies  are  contained  in  the  tropical  rain  forests 
which  cover  only  seven  percent  of  the  land. 
Twenty-five  to  50  percent  of  these  species  could 
disappear  in  the  next  30  years.  EACH  YEAR  AN 
AREA  THE  SIZE  OF  ILLINOIS  IS  DE¬ 
STROYED! 

Jon  Lovett,  assistant  curator  of  the  Missouri 
Botanical  Garden  is  studying  the  rain  forest  of 
Tanzania.  Jon  was  in  Tanzania  at  6,500  feet  in 
the  Uluguru  Range  of  mountains,  clinging  to  a 
sheer  rock  face  when  he  suddenly  "came  nose- 
to-leaf  on  the  mountainside  with  a  plant  that 
grows  on  our  windowsill  at  home.  My  find  was 
one  of  the  rarer  African  violets,  the  distinctively 
white-and-purple  flowered  Saintpaulia  goet- 
zeanna." 

In  Tanzania,  the  government  is  committed  to 
conservation  of  the  upland  forests  for  purposes 
of  water  conservation  so  that  the  African  violets 
in  those  areas  are  not  as  endangered.  However, 
the  Saintpaulia  species  in  the  lowland  forests  are 
at  risk  because  these  areas  are  being  cleared  at 


an  alarming  rate  due  to  the  population  and  the 
need  for  firewood,  timber,  and  farmland. 

"African  Violet  Action  Fund" 

In  recent  correspondence,  Jon  Lovett  writes 
"For  some  years  now  I  have  been  thinking 
about  writing  i  African  violet  fanciers  and 
growers  to  see  it  we  could  start  a  fund  to  help 
protect  African  violets  in  the  wild.  For  example, 
a  new  forest  national  park  has  been  proposed 
for  the  northern  Uzungwa  Mountains  -  home  of 
a  southern  population  of  Saintpaulia  ionantha — 
perhaps  we  could  help  the  Tanzanian  govern¬ 
ment  set  up  this  park?  Another  idea  is  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  poster  for  local  schools  on  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  forest  conservation  and  featuring  the 
African  violet.  I  would  very  much  appreciate 
your  views  on  whether  or  not  we  could  estab¬ 
lish  an  "African  Violet  Action  Fund,"  and  if  so, 
how  do  you  think  is  best  way  of  going  about 
this?" 

Protected  areas  across  the  entire  rain  forest 
belt  would  certainly  help  stop  the  destruction. 
Research  into  the  plant  and  animal  species  and 
their  interdep)endence  is  essential.  Another 
important  aspect  of  conservation  is  discovering 
new  food  products  and  prescription  medica¬ 
tions  that  can  be  made  from  the  plants,  and 
other  methods  of  producing  jobs  from  the 
LIVING  FOREST. 

All  it  takes  is  money,  right?  So  to  the  growers 
of  our  marvelous  Gesneriad  Family,  what  are 
your  ideas  for  raising  the  needed  funds  to  save 
the  Tropical  Rain  Forests?  Ask  your  local  Afri¬ 
can  violet  or  gesneriad  societies  to  discuss  the 
issues.  Write  to  a  gesneriad  society  with  your 
ideas,  or  if  you  wish,  send  your  thoughts  to  me. 

Worldwide  effort  will  be  required  to  save  the 
habitat  of  the  Gesneriad  Family.  YOU  have  the 
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opportunity  to  help  make  a  tremendous  impact 

on  our  world! 
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Attention:  Affiliates 

Mildred  Schroeder 

Each  year  one  of  the  most  popular  points  of 
interest  at  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America's  national  convention/ show  room  is 
the  exhibit  of  Affiliate  Publications.  AVSA 
members  from  many  states  and  other  countries 
pore  over  the  entries,  hoping  to  take  home  new 
ideas  for  their  clubs.  Sharing  your  club's  year¬ 
book,  magazine  or  newsletter  should  make 
your  members  proud.  Sharing  is  the  name  of 
the  game  with  African  violet  hobbyists. 

Now  is  the  time  for  you  to  prepare  to  make 
your  entry  for  the  Columbus  (OH)  convention 
in  1992.  Please  send  three  copies  of  your  club's 
yearbook  to  the  African  Violet  Judges'  Council 
of  Northern  California,  Enid  Wood,  Chairman, 
45  Hallmark  Circle,  Menlo  Park,  CA  94025- 
6682.  Your  entry  must  be  send  to  the  chairman 
by  February  1, 1992. 

It  is  necessary  for  you  to  send  copies  of  your 
dub  year  newsletters  or  magazines  to  the 
Central  Texas  Judges  Council,  Ray  Pittman, 
Chairman,  12406  Alexandria,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78233.  Please  observe  the  deadline  of  February 
1, 1992. 

Good  luck  and  thanks  for  sharing  your  pub¬ 
lication  with  other  African  violet  enthusiasts. 


Boyce  Edens 
Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 
P.O.  Box  38 
Oreland,  PA  19075 

^appy  Jear  frknds! 

M  the  top  of  your  [ht 
cy”  resolutions  for  1992  — 

Tut  a  note  to  yourself 
^0  send  a  donation 
for  research  to 
Sometime  in  1992 

Contributors  Please  Note:  When  making  a 
donation  be  sure  to  include  the  way  you  want 
your  dub's  name  listed  in  the  AVM. 

Also,  be  sure  and  list  the  correct  city  and 
state  where  your  dub  is  located. 

Donations  received  from  July  20,  1991, 


through  September  20, 1991: 

AVS  of  Philadelphia  ....................................................25.00 

Milwaukee  AVS,  WI ....................................................  10.00 

NASA  AVS,  Houston,  TX ......................................... ..10.00 

Myra  Benton,  Andalusia,  AL 

in  memory  of  Vince  Vincent .....................................  10.00 

San  Fernando  Valley  AVS,  Panorama,  CA 

in  memory  of  Cedlia  Gonnoud ................................  10.00 

Gregory  B.  Sedgwick,  Alexandria,  VA .......................  5.00 

Covington  AVS,  Andalusia,  AL 

in  memory  of  Vincent  Vincent  .................................15.00 

Wichita  AV  Study  Qub,  KS 

in  memory  of  our  dub's  pr«ident,  Luey  Fry  ........20.00 

Tustana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA 

in  honor  of  Bessie  McNair .........................................  10.00 

Tustana  AVS,  Costa  Mesa,  CA  ..................................20.00 

First  AVS  of  Spartanburg,  SC  ....................................  lO.CW 

Baton  Rouge  AVS,  LA ............................................ .....25.00 

San  Fernando  Valley  AVS,  Panorama,  CA 

in  memory  of  Irene  Them........ .............................. ..,.10.00 

Pee  Dee  AVS,  Horence,  SC 

in  memory  of  Retired  Colonel  Walter  Qyde  Lowry,  Jr., 
brother  of  our  president,  Laura  Trifilett  .................10.00 

Violets  &  Friends  AVC,  Piqua,  OH  ............................5.00 
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Great  Discoveries  for  1992 

or  someone  else. 


AVSA  Charm 
(203)  Gold  Plate  -  $14.75 
(224)  Silver  Plate  -  $12.75 


Presidents  Charm 
(204)  Gold  Plate -$21.00 
(225)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


Member  Pin 

(201)  Gold  Plate -$14.75 
(222)  Silver  Plate  -  $12.75 


rasi  rrosiosnis  rin  or  iio  lacK 
(221/207)  Gold  Plate  -  $21.00 
(233/209)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


Judge’s  Pin  or  Tie  Tack 
(234/236)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(235/239)  Silver  Plate  -  $8.00 


Judge’s  Guard  Pin 
(210)  Gold  Plate  -  $12.00 

(231 )  Silver  Plate  -  $9.50 


#237  •  Gold  Filled 
Life  Member  Pin 
$25.00 

#238  -  Sterling  Silver 
Life  Member  Pin 
$20.00 


Judge’s  Charm 
(208)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(229)  Silver  Plate  -  $8.00 


WEAR  OUR  EMBLEMS 
AND  WATCHES  WITH 
PRIDE  AND  HELP 
PROMOTE  AVSA. 

GIVE  A  GIFT  TODAY! 


#199 

Regular  Quartz,  Large 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 
$30.00 


#198 

Regular  Quartz,  Small 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 
$30.00 
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Registration  Report 

Iris  Keating 
149Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1  and  is  valid  for 
two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  extended 
two  years  for  an  additional  $1.  Registration  of 
the  plant  is  $5  unless  completed  within  the  res- 
ervation  period,  in  which  case  the  balance  is 
then  $4. 

REGISTRATIONS 

Violets  on  the  Bayou  AVS  -  NapoleonviOe,  LA 
^LOUISE  CONSTANT  (7542)  8/7/91  (Violets 
on  the  Bayou  AVS/Domiano)  Semidouble 
dark  pink  two-tone  star/darker  edge.  Dark 
green,  quilted,  wavy/ red  back.  Standard 


pointed,  ruffled.  Standard 
*OUI  DO  (7547)  8/21/91  (B.  Elkin)  Single  chi¬ 
mera  white  star/pale  pink  stripe.  Light- 
medium  green,  plain,  pointed.  Miniature 
*OUI  YVONNE  (7548)  8/21/91  (B.  Elkin) 
Single  chimera  ivoiy  star/pale  rose  stripe. 
Dark  green,  plain,  pointed,  hairy.  Miniature 
*QUIET  DREAMS  (7549)  8/21/91  (B.  ElMn) 
Semidouble  white  star/lavender  markings. 
TL  variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
pointed.  Miniature 

^WAYWARD  TRAIL  (7550)  8/21/91  (B.  Elkin) 
Semidouble  chimera  pink  pansy /dark  laven¬ 
der  stripe,  lavender  fantasy.  Medium-dark 
green,  pointed,  quilted,  wavy /pink-red 
back.  Standard  trailer 


Frank  Tinari  -  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
♦CENTENNIAL.  CELEBRATION  (7543)  8/ 
16/91  (F.  Tinari)  Single-semidouble  fuchsia- 
mauve  ruffled.  Medium  green,  ovate, 
quilted,  glossy,  serrated /red  back.  Standard 

**** 

Barbara  Elkin  -  Auburn,  CA 
♦BRYTE  DAYDREAMS  (7544)  8/21/91  (B. 
Elkin)  Semidouble  chimera  bright  pink  star/ 
lavender  stripe,  purple  fantasy,  white  wavy 
edge.  Dark  green,  quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
♦BRYTE  RAIN  DANCE  (7545)  8/21/91  (B. 
Elkin)  Double  dark  orchid  star/lighter  mark¬ 
ings,  tMn  dark  purple  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain,  pointed.  Standard 
♦MTE  BLOOMERS  (7546)  8/21/91  (B.  Elkin) 
Double  dark  fuchsia  shaded  star/darker  tips, 
dark  rose  ruffled  edge.  Medium  green. 


♦SI-SI-* 

Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 
♦BARBARA  SAWER  (7551)  9/13/91  (N. 
Johnston)  Double  medium  blue  frilled.  TL 
variegated  dark  green  and  rose,  ovate,  glossy, 
wavy/ red  back.  Standard 

m** 

Marie  Bums  -  Baltimore,  MD 
♦CAROUSEL  LADY  (7552)  9/19/91  (M. 
Bums)  Single  chimera  burgundy  sticktite 
star /bright  rose  stripe.  Dark  ^een,  ovate, 
quilted,  glossy /burgundy  back.  Large 
♦PARTY  PRINT  (7553)  9/19/91  (M.  Bums) 
Semidouble-double  pink  ruffled  star/laven¬ 
der-blue  fantasy.  Medium-dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  glossy/maroon  back.  Large 
♦RAIN  MAN  (7554)  9/19/91  (M.  Bums)  Semi- 
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double-double  dark  blue  large  star/ wide 
white-green  edge.  Dark  green,  quilted, 
glossy/ maroon  back.  Large 

^Catherine  Carter  -  Jacksonville,  FL 
AMETHYST  CONFETTI  (7555)  9/20/91  (C. 
Carter)  Single-semidouble  chimera  purple 
wasp/ wide  stripe.  Medium  green,  heart- 
shaped,  pointed,  hairy,  glossy.  Miniature 

**** 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Tonawanda,  NY 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 
Rob's)  *  Angelie  *  Crazy  Kilt  *  Cream  Soda 
Denim  Demon  *  Lucky  Stroke  *  Moon  Critter  **■ 
Pink  Fizz  *  Positively  Peachy  *  Sonic  Boon  * 
Sunspot 

Barbara  Elkin  -  Auburn,  CA 
(3uiet  Laughter 

Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 

Corn's  a  Poppin'  *  Strawberry  Girl 

REGISTRATION  CORRECTION 

’^BLUE  BUFF  (7515)  4/1/91  (Eyerdom)  -  Please 
change  to  BLUE  PUFF 


Update 

Your  Judges  Handbook  — 
Order  the  1990  Revised  pages 
today! 

Cost  -  $3.50  postpaid 
If  you  have  the  1986  Handbook 
with  the  yellow  cover,  you  need  the 
1990  Revised  pages. 

Send  $3.50  to  the  AVSA  Office. 


Ahhh ...  The  Gardens 

AmeriFlora  '92 

The  spirit  of  AmeriFlora  '92  blooms  all 
around  you  in  brilliant  reds  and  purples,  restful 
greens,  refreshing  pinks  and  blues.  From  the 
astronishing  formal  display  surrounding  the 
soaring  NavStar  sculpture,  to  the  perfumed 
splendor  of  the  Rose  Garden,  you'll  be  con¬ 
stantly  amazed  at  the  bounties  of  the  land  and 
the  ingenuity  of  the  people. 

Some  gardens  have  a  special  message:  the 
International  Children's  Garden,  planted 
with  "seeds  of  peace"  from  children  around  the 
world;  even  the  BPS  Victory  Garden  will  grow 
(and  broadcast!)  at  AmeriFlora  '92. 

Many  gardens  are  far  more  than  plants  and 
flowers:  some  foreign  countries  will  predsent 
whole  small  worlds,  including  entertainment, 
restaurants  and  shops,  all  in  stunning  garden 
settings. 

Serious  floral  enthusiasts  won't  want  to  miss 
The  Grand  International  Horticultural  Exhi¬ 
bition  and  Competition,  April  20  to  May  3, 
1992  at  AmeriFlora  '92.  This  major  interna¬ 
tional  professional  event,  judged  by  a  panel  of 
the  world's  most  respected  authorities,  gives 
you  a  rare  glimpse  of  remarkable  achievements 
in  the  horticultural  world. 


All  the  World's  a  Stage 

More  than  50,000  superb  entertainers  are 
part  of  this  non-stop  six  month  show!  You'll  see 
and  hear  classics  of  American  and  International 
entertainment  jazz  and  country,  Sousa  and 
S3mriphonies,  ballet,  folk  dancing,  theater  — 
there's  always  something  to  love  on  the  Ameri¬ 
Flora  '92's  five  indoor  and  outdoor  stages. 

But  you  don't  have  to  stop  and  sit  down  to 
enjoy  the  show:  clowns,  musicians  and  "za¬ 
nies"  stroll  throughout  AmeriFlora  '92,  provid¬ 
ing  perfect  impromptu  personal  performances 
...  just  about  anytime! 
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SHOWS  AND  JUDGES 

Bill  Foster 
3610  Gray  Drive 
Mesquite,  TX  75150 


How  did  1992  get  here  so  quickly?  Hope  you 
all  had  a  nice  holiday  season  and  that  you  will 
have  the  best  New  Year  ever.  It  is  already  time 
to  start  making  all  your  arrangements  for  the 
AVSA  Convention  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  Our 
Ohio  members  really  have  a  lot  of  interesting 
things  planned  for  us.  Be  sure  and  work  on 
those  special  collections  and  you  may  win  a 
little  extra  spending  money. 

Please ,  add  to  the  judges  list  from  the 
September  African  Violet  Magazine,  these  two 
judges  that  were  inadvertently  omitted:  Mrs. 
Newman  (Dolores)  Gibbs,  608  Lame,  San  Mar¬ 
cos,  TX  78666,  and  Ellen  M.  Moskal,  6619 
Eastwood,  Houston,  TX  77021.  Both  these 
women  are  advanced  judges  and  we  apologize 
for  the  omission. 

We  have  a  few  more  corrections  for  the 
AVSA  Handbook,  so  please  update  as  follows: 

Page  39  -  in  the  last  paragraph  under  Classi¬ 
fication  Committee,  after  the  word  "disqualify" 
change  the  word  "entries"  to  "exhibits"  and 
after  the  word  "an/"  change  the  word  "entry"" 
to  "exhibit."  The  sentence  will  now  read,  "While 
judges  are  not  permitted  to  disqualify  exhibits,  they 
can  eliminate  from  consideration  for  an  award  any 
exhibit  not  confomnng  hi  the  scheduled  This  state¬ 
ment  will  now  agree  with  rule  #3  on  page  49. 
Judges  have  nothing  to  do  with  "entries"  but 
they  do  judge  "exhibits." 

Page  44  -  under  the  Sample  &!hedule,  on 
Class  1,  add  a  second  sentence  to  read,  "Three 
species,  regardless  of  type,  may  be  entered  as  a 
collection."  Also  add  this  as  the  second  sentence 
under  AVSA  Collection  Awards  on  page  47  and 
on  page  62  change  the  first  sentence  of  the 


second  paragraph,  under  "Classification"  to 
read,  "Three  species,  regardl&s  of  type,  may  be 
entered  in  the  collection  classes."  A  few  years  ago, 
when  numbers  were  assigned  and  collections 
were  allowed,  it  was  published  that  three  spe¬ 
cies,  regardless  of  type,  could  be  entered  in  a 
collection.  We  just  failed  to  clarify  it  in  the 
AVSA  Handbook. 

Page  61  -  on  the  last  sentence  on  the  page, 
please  insert  the  word  "pot"  after  8". 

Page  79  -  under  RULES  FOR  DISPLAY 
TABLES  SECTION,  please  delete  one  of  the 
"specimen"  in  the  second  sentence  on  item  #1. 
Also,  correct  the  spelling  of  the  first  "semimini¬ 
ature"  on  the  last  sentence  of  item  #1. 

ATTENTION  TEACHERS!  When  you  are 
asked  to  teach  a  school,  be  sure  to  send  two  sets 
of  your  questions  and  answers,  at  least  four  weeks 
before  the  school,  to:  Mrs.  Frances  Young,  6109 
Shadow  Mountain  Drive,  Austin,  TX  78731.  Be 
sure  to  list  the  page  numbers  where  your  an¬ 
swer  are  to  be  found.  One  copy  of  your  exam 
and  the  answers  will  be  returned  marked 
"approved"  or  corrections  will  be  requested  so 
the  exam  can  be  approved. 

I  promised  you  I  would  discuss  some  more 
of  the  questions  that  came  up  at  the  Santa  Clara 
convention,  so  here  they  are: 

Question:  Should  the  use  of  large  pan  pots  be 
considered  as  a  leaf  support  and  should  points 
be  deducted?  Try  to  stick  to  the  rule  of  the  pot  being 
one  third  the  size  of  the  plant.  Deduct  points  accord- 
ingly  if  it  is  determined  the  plant  is  merpotted. 

In  judging  several  shows,  it  has  been  ob¬ 
served  that  Student  Judges  were  not  allowed  to 
voice  their  opinion.  Please  clarify  what  Student 


26  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  January /February  1992 


Judges  are  entitled  to?  On  page  85  of  The  Hand¬ 
book,  under  Tact  and  Kindness,  it  states  that  judging 
is  teamwork.  Experienced  judges  should  not  try  to 
dominate  the  panel.  Experienced  judges  should 
remember  that  they  are  "teaching"  the  students  how 
to  judge  and  should  allow  them  an  opinion.  Because 
of  thdr  eagerness  to  learn,  student  judges  are  often 
more  aware  of  new  rules  or  rule  changes  than  expe¬ 
rienced  judges! 

Is  it  mandatory  to  include  the  steps  of  propa¬ 
gation  in  every  educational  exhibit?  No.  Many 
think  that  they  should  try  to  use  all  the  suggestions 
shown  on  the  SSA  score  sheet.  A  special  exhibit  on 
species  or  lighting,  etc.,  may  be  used.  You  must  also 
include  AVSA  information  to  earn  full  points  to¬ 
ward  the  SSA.  If  judges  are  deducting  points  because 
every  aspect  of  growing,  propagating,  and  maintain¬ 
ing  Africanviolets  are  not  covered  in  an  exhibit,  they 
are  in  error. 

I  receive  a  lot  of  correspondence  and  I,  hope¬ 
fully,  send  a  personal  reply.  If  anyone  has  sent 
a  "concern"  and  not  received  a  reply,  please 
resubmit  your  letter.  Chances  are  it  was  lost  in 
the  mail. 

If  you  wish  to  judge  or  clerk  at  the  AVSA 
Convention,  be  sure  to  submit  the  form  early. 
Good  luck  with  your  spring  shows  and  I  will  see 
you  in  Columbus! 


What  More 
Could  You  Ask  For? 

How  about  exquisite  food  from  all  around 
the  world? 

Share  an  evening  with  the  Irish  Rovers  in 
their  own  Unicom  Pub. 

Or  enjoy  the  boisterous  fun  of  Bavarian  Fest- 
Haus ...  or  dinner  with  a  lagoon  view  at  Hawaii 
Kai. 

How  about  a  busy,  bustling  Olde  World 
Bazaar,  so  you  can  take  home  samples  of  your 
favorite  AmeriFlora  '92  experiences! 

Or ... 

but  maybe  we  shouldn't  tell  everything. 


Needed ... 

YOUR  Santa  Clara  convention  slides 
(or  color  prints)!!  If  you  have  color  slides 
or  prints  of  tours,  workshops,  banquets, 
meetings,  registration  or  the  beautiful 
show  and  convention,  please  share  them! 

The  slides  are  needed  to  continue  our 
traditional  Thursday  night  slide  show  of 
the  previous  convention.  The  slides,  if 
selected,  will  be  used  at  the  1992  AVSA 
Convention  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Slides  not  selected  will  be  returned  to 
the  sender.  The  slides  used  in  the  presen¬ 
tation  cannot  be  returned  as  they  become 
part  of  the  AVSA  collection. 

Please  send  your  slides  to: 

Jim  Whitaker 

2085  Leeward  Lane 

Merritt  Island,  FL  32953 


Best  in  show  at  a  recent  Sugarloaf  Mountain  VS 
(MD)  show  was  Diane  Good’s  Tomahawk.  The 
theme  for  the  show  was  “Reigning  Vioiets.” 
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James  Smith 
489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Question;  Is  there  a  way  to  keep  the  soil  from 
leaching  out  from  the  bottom  of  the  pots?  I  use 
broken  pieces  of  potteiy  for  drainage  and  to 
prevent  the  soil  from  leaching.  The  pottery 
doesn't  leave  much  room  for  soil  depth. 

Answer;  If  your  soil  is  made  from  materials 
that  promote  good  drainage,  the  pottery  or 
similar  materials  are  not  necessary.  I  use  a  ny¬ 
lon  screen,  cut  in  circles  to  fit  the  bottom  of  the 
pots,  to  prevent  the  soil  from  leaching.  Using 
this  screen  will  prevent  soil  from  escaping. 

I  have  also  noticed  that  it  promotes  good  cap¬ 
illary  action,  by  helping  water  reach  all  areas  of 
the  bottom  of  the  pot.  Root  formation  is  much 
better. 

The  screen  material  must  be  made  from  nylon 
and  not  metal,  such  as  aluminum.  Aluminum, 
or  any  other  metal,  will  eventually  rust.  This 
screen  material  is  usually  sold  by  the  roll  and 
can  be  found  in  most  department  or  hardware 
stores.  It  is  used  to  replace  window  screens.  The 
screens  can  be  reused  as  long  as  they  are  soaked 
in  bleach. 

Question;  I  have  noticed  that  few  commercial 
advertisers  in  the  AVM  sell  soil.  Is  there  any 
way  to  get  a  list  of  commercial  growers  who  sell 
soil? 

Answer:  I  would  be  glad  to  create  a  list  of  soils 
available  if  any  one  would  send  to  me  the 
following  information:  your  name,  address  and 
telephone  number,  the  type  of  soil  mix  you  sell 
(soilless,  or  those  made  from  natural  soil,  etc.), 
and  a  detailed  price  list.  When  I  have  a  list 
compiled,  I  will  let  everyone  know  when  it  is 
available.  Looking  through  the  AVM,  I  only 


found  three  commercials  that  advertised  soil. 
There  are  those  of  us  who  don't  have  the  time  to 
mix,  or  the  place  to  store  large  quantities  of  soil. 
To  buy  from  a  reputable  African  violet  grower, 
would  be  convenient. 

So,  what  do  you  say,  commercials?  Send  me 
your  names.  Meanwhile,  if  you  would  like  to 
mix  your  own,  refer  to  my  column  in  the  No- 
vember/December  1991  issue  of  the  AVM. 

Question;  I  have  a  friend  who  is  very  con¬ 
cerned  that  I  plan  to  leave  my  fluorescent  lights 
on  a  timer  while  I  go  on  vacation.  He  is  afraid  of 
a  possible  fire.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any 
house  fires  being  caused  by  fluorescent  lights? 

Answer;  Since  I  wrote  to  you,  I  mentioned 
your  question  to  several  people  who  have  used 
fluorescent  lights  for  years.  None  of  them  have 
had  an  actual  fire;  however,  one  did  experience 
a  dose  encounter  with  a  near  disaster  because 
of  an  overheated  time  dock.  It  seems  that  he  had 
more  lights  attached  to  it  than  it  could  safely 
handle.  The  time  dock  became  hot  and  started 
to  melt.  If  the  time  dock  had  been  on  a  carpeted 
floor  or  near  drapes,  a  fire  could  have  occurred. 
Fortunately,  the  problem  was  noticed  and 
quickly  corrected. 

It  is  very  important  to  use  a  good  time  dock 
that  can  handle  the  required  electricity  needed 
to  operate  your  light  setup.  If  you  are  unsure, 
contact  a  licensed  electrician  and  have  your 
light  setup  inspected.  It  is  better  to  be  »fe  than 
sorry. 

Question;  I  have  one  violet  that  I  obtained  out 
of  four  that  has  not  bloomed  in  a  year  since  their 
purchase.  It  looks  rather  healthy  and  robust.  I 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  January/Febmary  1992  29 


fertilize  it  less  frequently  than  my  flowering 
violets.  It  is  under  fluorescent  lights  for  16  -  24 
hours  a  day.  The  air  feels  to  be  drier  than  Afri* 
can  violets  would  like^  but  the  plant  has  never 
shown  any  signs  of  any  environmental  distress. 
The  difference  between  this  plant  and  my  oth¬ 
ers  is  this  one  has  leaves  that  appear  to  be 
reaching  upwards.  There  are  four  rows  of 
leaves  growing  from  the  central  crown.  The 
plant  is  bushy.  It  seems  that  little  change  has 
occurred  over  the  last  year  with  the  plant.  No 
leaves  have  dried,  fallen  down,  or  otherwise 
grown.  Is  there  anything  I  should  do  to  change 
the  plant's  environment? 

Answer:  Three  things  that  I  noticed  in  your 
letter  that  could  cause  you  some  problems: 

1 .  You  mentioned  that  you  fertilize  the  "prob¬ 
lem"  plant  less  frequently.  Why?  All  plants 
require  a  consistent  feeding  program.  Use  1/4 
to  1/2  tsp.  of  a  balanced  fertilizer  per  gallon 
each  time  you  water.  Start  feeding  as  you  do  the 
other  plants.  When  was  the  last  time  this  plant 
was  repotted?  Standards  should  be  repotted  a 
minimum  of  twice  a  year  to  maintain  good 
growth.  Miniatures  require  repotting  at  least 
three  times  during  the  year. 

2.  Unless  you  are  growing  to  show,  fluores¬ 
cent  lights  should  bum  a  minimum  of  10  to  a 
maximum  of  12  hours  a  day.  Too  much  light  may 
cause  foliage  to  bunch  up  and/or  become  dis¬ 
torted,  or  turn  light  as  if  to  bleach  out. 

3.  Try  to  increase  your  humidity.  Since  I  don't 
have  a  description  of  your  light  setup,  a  sugges¬ 
tion  for  correction  would  be  difficult.  My  plant 
stands  have  large  trays  (lined  with  mats)  into 
which  I  pour  water.  This  helps  to  maintain  good 
humidity.  The  plants  each  have  their  own  sau¬ 
cer  so  the  extra  water  is  not  a  problem.  The  only 
problem  that  I  have  to  watch  out  for  is  mildew. 
Mildew  is  kept  in  check  by  using  Funginex  or 
Physan  20  according  to  label  directions,  and  by 
using  a  fan  in  the  area  where  the  plants  are  kept. 
You  must  have  good  air  circulation  around 
your  plants  to  keep  mildew  in  check.  From  my 
experience,  it  doesn't  matter  what  the  variety  is 
as  they  all,  for  the  most  part,  require  the  same 


growing  conditions  and  care. 

Question:  My  husband  recently  set  up  some 
grow  lights  with  timers.  I  purchased  some 
starter  plants  (still  planted  in  vermiculite/per- 
lite)  and  the  centers  of  all  these  plants  are  start¬ 
ing  to  grow  very  tight.  I  don't  seem  to  see  any 
bugs.  Some  of  the  plants  look  so  tight  that  they 
don't  look  as  if  they  could  be  separated.  The 
larger  ones  are  potted  in  ceramic  self- watering 
pots.  I  use  a  fertilizer  at  the  rate  of  one  part 
fertilizer  to  three  parts  water.  Any  suggestion 
as  to  what  I  am  doing  wrong,  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated. 

Answer:  Some  reasons  why  the  centers 
tighten  are  too  much  light,  too  much  fertilizer, 
or  a  mite  infestation.  Mites  are  not  easily  seen 
without  the  aid  of  a  microscope  or  magnifying 
glass.  If  the  centers  are  not  gray,  twisted  or 
deformed,  then  perhaps  your  problem  may  be 
that  your  plants  are  receiving  too  much  light. 
You  didn't  mention  how  long  you  leave  your 
lights  on.  As  I  mentioned  in  the  previous  ques¬ 
tion,  the  minimum  is  10  and  the  maximum  is  12 
for  most  growing  conditions.  I  have  noticed 
that  some  varieties  are  more  sensitive  to  a 
change  to  new  light  bulbs  than  others.  When 
the  bulbs  are  new,  the  light  intensity  is  stronger 
for  the  first  month  and  the  plants  have  to  adjust. 
I  would  suggest  to  decrease  the  amount  of 
exposure  from  8  to  9  hours  and  gradually  in¬ 
crease  to  10. 

Under  my  conditions,  I  bum  the  lights  for  9 
hours  a  day  and  increase  to  12  for  the  eight 
weeks  prior  to  show.  As  far  as  your  fertilizer 
usage  is  concerned,  I  hope  you  are  using  1/4 
teaspoon  of  fertilizer  to  a  gallon  of  warm  water. 
Too  much  fertilizer  does  cause  centers  to 
tighten. 

While  we  are  on  the  subject  of  growing  con¬ 
ditions,  many  of  you  have  asked  me  "What  are 
they?"  I  grow  in  the  basement  using  fluorescent 
lights.  I  use  cool- white  bulbs.  The  temperatures 
range  from  65  to  75  degrees  in  the  winter,  to  75 
to  85  degrees  in  the  summer.  The  humidity 
stays  around  70%.  All  year  round,  I  add  water 
to  my  trays  (lined  with  acrylic  mats)  which 
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provides  extra  humidity.  Each  plant  is  saucer 
watered.  I  use  a  small  fan  to  provide  the  needed 
air  circulation,  which  helps  keep  the  mildew  in 
check.  My  potting  soil  contains  natural  soil  (not 
soilless)  which  I  think  gives  plants  some  extra 
"meat  and  potato^"  that  can  not  be  obtained 
from  a  soilless  mix.  I  use  a  fertilizer  which  has 
the  formula  of  15-30-15,  About  once  or  twice  a 
month,  (if  the  plants  are  real  good),  they  might 
get  a  little  fish  emulsion  as  a  special  treat. 

I  do  alternate  waterings  with  a  fertilizer  that 
is  balanced  with  a  formula  of  20-20-20.  Super- 
thrive  is  added  to  the  water  (except  when  I  use 
fish  emulsion)  as  this  tends  to  give  a  nice  shine 
to  the  foliage.  Each  plant  is  repotted  at  least 
twice  a  year,  once  after  show,  and  again  around 
December. 

It  doesntt  matter  if  the  plant  is  in  full  bloom 
(when  I  am  ready,  they  have  no  choice).  My 
collection  is  routinely  checked  for  pests  and 
cultural  problems  each  time  they  are  watered, 
which  is  a  practice  that  everyone  should  follow. 
Maintaining  any  size  collection  is  a  lot  of  work, 
but  just  remember,  the  result  is  equal  to  the 
amount  of  effort. 

Good  luck  with  your  spring  shows. 


Everybody  needs  a  violet  pal  — -  “Katya,”  an 
ever-falthful  violet  fan  Joins  her  owner,  Nanette 
DeVoe  of  Clinton,  Iowa  when  she's  working  on 
her  plants.  Katya  particularly  likes  to  have  her  fur 
adorned  with  a  beautiful  blossom. 


Ground  transportation 
between  the  airport 
and  the  Hyatt  Regency  Columbus 
is  provided  by: 

Airport  Shuttle  Service 

3115  E.  17th  Avenue 
Columbus,  OH  43219 
614-478-3000 

To  and  from  ttie  akport 
Downtown  (Hyatt  Regency) 

Regular  Schedule  -  $6.50 
Off  Schedule -$12,0) 

Regular  scheduled  hours 
Monday  through  Friday  -  8  a.m.  - 11:10  p.m. 
Saturday  &  Sunday  -  10  a.m.  -  11:10  p.m. 

Pick  ups  before  the  regular  scheduled  hours 
will  be  at  the  "off  schedule"  rate  for  one  person. 
If  more  than  one-  person  is  in  the  van,  it  will  be 
at  the  regular  schedule  rate. 

Airport  Shuttle  Service  leaves  every  1/2  hour 
from  the  airport  at  10  minutes  after  the  hour  and 
20  minutes  before  the  hour.  Pick  up  is  at  the 
lowest  level  of  the  airport. 

Return  pick  ups  from  the  hotel  are  by  reserva¬ 
tion  only.  A  two-hour  advance  notice  is  recom¬ 
mended. 

Round  trip  tickets  only  good  during  regular 
scheduled  hours. 

Taxi  service  is  also  available  from  the  airport  The 
cost  of  a  taxi  to  the  Hyatt  Regency  Columbus  is 
approximately  $12. 


Discover  Columbus  in  '92 
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AVSA  AFFILIATES 


Irene  Merrell 
Affiliate  Chairman 
W283  HiUendale  Drive 
Oconomowoc,  W1 53066 


As  I  write  this,  it  is  September  and  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  fall  shows.  When  you  read  this,  the 
holidays  will  be  over  and  we  are  on  our  way  to 
the  spring  shows.  I  hope  all  are  successful  and 
you  enjoyed  being  a  part  of  the  experience. 
BEWARE!!  Columbus,  here  we  come! 

I  would  like  to  try  something  at  convention 
this  year:  a  very  special  time  to  meet  with  you  so 
you  and  I  can  better  understand  each  other  and 
I  can  answer  your  questions  about  your  sched¬ 
ules,  Affiliate  problems,  memberships,  starting 
new  Affiliates,  etc.  I  have  set  up  a  time  slot  for 
Wednesday,  3:00  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m.  We  will  call  it 
"Affiliate  Rap."  The  first  half  hour  will  be  a 
question  and  answer  period  of  schedules, 
AVSA  show  rules,  interpretation,  etc.,  and  the 
second  half  will  be  problem  solving  for  Affili¬ 
ates.  We  may  not  have  all  the  answers,  but 
maybe  we  can  come  with  some  new  ideas  or 
even  old  ideas  that  might  help.  Sharing  is  the 
name  of  the  game.  Include  us  in  your  conven¬ 
tion  schedule. 

One  of  the  rules  we  seem  to  be  misinterpret¬ 
ing  is  Rule  5,  p  43  -  "Containers  in  the  horticul¬ 
ture  divisions  (except  for  classes  exhibiting 
trailers,  unusual  containers,  and  gesneriads) 
must  present  a  uniform  appearance,  such  as 
covering  containers  with  aluminum  foil  (dull 
side  out),  or  using  the  same  color  containers." 
Some  schedules  give  the  individual  exhibitor 
an  option,  white  or  green  pots  or  aluminum 
foiled  (exhibitors  choice?).  Some  state  "white 
pots  or  slip  covered  with  white  pots  of  the  same 
size"  which  would  be  correct.  The  club  mem¬ 
bers  should  choose  which  one  is  to  be  used 
before  the  schedule  is  written  and  so  stated  in 
the  schedule  or  the  schedule  committee  should 


make  the  decision.  Self-watering  (such  as 
Moist-rite,  Oyama,  etc.),  do  not  need  to  be  cov¬ 
ered.  We  try  to  be  as  lenient  as  possible  without 
detracting  from  the  appearance  of  the  show. 
Our  goal  should  always  be  to  present  the  most 
eye-appealing  exhibit  to  the  public  that  we 
possibly  can.  If  you  are  growing  in  green  pots 
and  slip  covering  with  white  pots,  the  green 
edge  can  be  covered  with  2-line  correction  tape. 
In  one  club,  the  classification  committee  pro¬ 
vided  material  to  cover  the  rim.  Take  a  look  at 
this  year's  show  and  make  a  decision  for  next 
year. 

Be  sure  to  read  the  Shows  and  Judges  Col¬ 
umn  for  corrections  and  changes  in  the  AVSA 
Handbook.  Bring  your  handbook,  up-to-date. 
Please  be  aware  the  exhibits  in  the  AVSA  Col¬ 
lection  classes  are  eligible  for  all  awards  in  the 
show,  and  if  a  variegated  plant  has  no  variega¬ 
tion,  reduce  to  a  red  ribbon. 


NOTICE: 

The  Affiliate  Rap  -  Wednesday  -  3:00  - 
4:00  p.m.  Check  your  convention  sched¬ 
ule,  See  YOU  there!  (Anyone  not  able  to 
attend  is  invited  to  send  in  your  ques¬ 
tions/comments  to  me  so  you,  too,  can 
join  us). 


Starting  immediately,  please  send  show  write 
ups  to:  "Show  Talk"  cjo  Darryl  Hoover,  912 
S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C,  Fullerton,  CA 
92632. 
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Introducing  your  AVSA  nominees  ... 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


A.  Charles  Bollar  Hortense  Pittman 
...  for  President  ...  for  1  st  VP 


L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr. 
...  for  2nd  VP 


Esther  Edwards  Wells 
...  for  3rd  VP 


Janet  Riemer 
for  Secretary 


Wynne  Voorhees 
...  for  Treasurer 


BOARD  OF 


Georgene  Albrecht 


DIRECTORS 


Genola  B.  Cox 


Janet  DuCharme  Martha  Dyson 


K.  Evelyn 
Salamanowicz 


The  Nominating  Committee  will  present  the 
following  slate  for  election  at  the  Annual  Meet¬ 
ing  during  the  AVSA  Convention  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  on  Saturday,  April  25, 1992: 

FOR  PRESIDENT  —  A  Charles  Bollar  of 
Las  Vegas,  Nevada,  joined  AVSA  in  1974  and 
became  a  member  of  Granada  Hills,  Santa 
Monica,  Ventura,  Bellflower  and  San  Fernando 
(CA)  affiliates. 

Charles  and  his  wife,  Avanelle,  spend  a  great 
deal  of  their  time  traveling  all  over  the  U.S.  in 
their  motor  coach. 

They  often  hold  seminars  in  the  coach  at 
motorhome  conventions. 

Charles  has  served  as  vice  president  and 
president  of  the  Granada  Hills  AVS,  treasurer, 
vice  president,  and  president  of  the  Southern 
California  Council  and  as  convention  chair  for 
the  AVSA  convention  in  Los  Angeles  in  1985. 
Charles  has  also  served  as  AVSA  first,  second, 
and  third  vice  presidents.  Both  he  and  Avanelle 
are  Life  Members  and  act  as  missionaries  for 
AVSA  in  their  travels  throughout  the  United 
States. 

FOR  FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT — Mrs.  J.  R. 
(Hortense)  Pittman  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  has 
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been  a  member  of  AVSA  for  over  20  years  and 
is  an  AVSA  senior  judge. 

Hortense  attended  her  first  AVSA  conven¬ 
tion  in  St.  Louis  in  1977  and  has  attended  every 
convention  since.  She  and  her  husband.  Sun¬ 
down,  became  interested  in  hybridizing 
through  the  late  Howard  Utz,  some  13  years  ago 
and  together  they  own  and  operate  "Hortense' s 
African  Violets."  They  were  awarded  the  AVSA 
Bronze  Medal  for  Horticultural  Perfection  in 
1986. 

She  is  a  director  for  the  Dixie  A  VS,  a  past 
president  of  the  Lone  Star  AVS,  the  San  Antonio 
AV  Council,  the  Central  Texas  Judges  Council, 
and  the  Magic  Knight  AVS. 

She  has  served  as  an  AVSA  director,  first, 
second,  and  third  vice  presidents. 

Other  than  growing  and  showing  African 
violets,  Hortense  and  her  husband  enjoy  doing 
programs  on  violet  culture  throughout  the 
country.  They  judged  the  first  AVSA  show  in 
Mexico,  where  they  have  conducted  a  number 
of  workshops. 

FOR  SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT  --  L.  T. 
Ozio,  Jr.,  of  Morgan  City,  Louisiana,  has  been 
growing  African  violets  for  over  23  years  and 
has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1973.  He  and 
his  wife,  Yvonne,  are  very  active  in  their  local 
affiliate,  the  Atchafalaya  VS,  of  which  they  are 
charter  members. 

Both  L.  T.  and  Yvonne  are  Life  Members, 
senior  judges,  and  both  are  the  recipients  of  the 
AVSA  Honorary  One  Year  Membership.  L.  T. 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  AVSA  Board  of 
Directors,  chair  of  the  Library  committee,  and  as 
third  vice  president.  He  became  an  AVSA 
teacher  in  1983  and  promotes  the  culture  of 
African  violets  through  programs  and  work¬ 
shops  at  AVSA  local  and  state  affiliates,  garden 
clubs,  and  other  plant  societies. 

A  member  of  Dixie  AVS,  he  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Louisiana  Council  of  AV  Judges 
and  Growers  and  served  as  charter  secretary  for 
two  consecutive  terms. 

L.  T.  and  Yvonne  enjoy  traveling.  Their  first 
AVSA  convention  was  in  Austin,  TX  in  1 978  and 
they  have  attended  every  convention  since. 


FOR  THIRD  VICE  PRESIDENT  —  Esther 
Edwards  Wells  of  Liberty,  Missouri,  has  been  a 
member  of  AVSA  since  1981.  She  is  a  member 
of  Mid- America  AVS  and  has  served  as  presi¬ 
dent,  first  and  second  vice  president  and  treas¬ 
urer.  She  is  currently  serving  her  second  term 
as  president  of  Mid- America.  Esther  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Missouri  Valley  AV  Council  and 
has  served  as  its  first  secretary  and  bylaws 
chair. 

Esther  has  served  AVSA  as  director,  third 
vice  president,  and  Awards  committee  chair. 
She  was  convention  chair  for  the  1989  AVSA 
convention  in  Kansas  City. 

Esther  holds  an  M.S.  degree  in  Student  Per¬ 
sonnel  Administration  from  Central  Missouri 
State  University  and  a  B.A.  in  Mathematics  and 
Psychology  from  William  Jewell  College. 

She  is  married  to  Charles  Wells  who  assists 
her  with  all  of  her  violet  projects.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Garden  Center  Association  of 
Kansas  City. 

FOR  SECRETARY  —  Mrs.  Donald  (Janet) 
Riemer  is  from  Pennington,  New  Jersey  and 
has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  since  1964.  She  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Union  County  Chapter 
since  1969  and  has  served  in  many  offices  for 
the  club.  Janet  is  a  Life  Member  and  a  senior 
judge.  She  served  as  show  vice  chair  and  entries 
chair  at  the  Philadelphia  AVSA  convention  in 
1 984 .  She  has  been  a  member  of  the  Tri-State  AV 
Council  since  1971  and  is  a  great  promotor  of 
the  much  loved  Max  Maas  hybrids. 

Janet  has  served  AVSA  as  director  and  secre¬ 
tary.  She  received  the  first  Hudson  Memorial 
Award  for  Affiliate  Leadership  and  has  re¬ 
ceived  a  Continuing  Service  Award. 

She  is  married  and  presently  works  in  the 
Special  Collections  and  Archives  Department 
at  Rutgers  University. 

FOR  TREASURER  —  Wynne  Voorhees  of 
New  Orleans,  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
over  15  years  and  is  a  Life  Member  and  senior 
judge. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Jefferson  African 
Violet  Association  and  has  served  in  practically 
every  office  in  the  society.  He  is  also  a  member 
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of  the  Louisiana  Council  of  Judges  and  Growers 
and  has  served  as  secretary  and  program  chair 
for  this  organization.  He  has  served  AVSA  as 
Finance  chair. 

Wynne  is  presently  Assistant  Vice  President 
and  Commercial  Loan  Officer  in  the  Corre¬ 
spondent  Banking  Division  for  First  National 
Bank  of  Commerce.  He  holds  a  B.S.  in  Finance 
with  a  minor  in  Computer  Science  and  a  M.B.  A. 
of  Business  Administration  from  the  University 
of  New  Orleans. 

FOR  DIRECTOR  Georgene  Albrecht  of 

Oakdale,  PA,  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA  for 
17  years  and  is  a  student  judge.  She  holds  office 
in  The  Pittsburgh  VS  and  is  a  Trustee  of  The 
Pittsburgh  Civic  Garden  Center,  where  she 
teaches  floriculture.  Her  column,  "A  Family 
Portrait,"  appears  in  the  African  Violet  Maga¬ 
zine. 

Georgene  is  married,  has  two  grown  sons 
and  is  an  avid  gardener.  She  is  a  graduate  of  The 
Art  Institute  of  Pittsburgh  and  her  achieve¬ 
ments  have  been  commended  in  the  Marquis 
Who's  Who  of  American  Women  and  World 
Who's  Who  of  Women,  IBC,  Cambridge,  Eng¬ 
land.  She  is  currently  serving  as  Education 
Coordinator  for  the  docent  guide  program  at 
Phipps  Conservatory. 

FOR  DIRECTOR  —  Genola  B.  Cox  of  Eagle 

River,  Wisconsin  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA 
for  eight  years  and  is  a  Commercial  Life  Mem¬ 
ber.  She  has  been  growing  African  violets  for 
over  30  years  and  opened  The  Violet  Express  in 
1986. 

Although  there  are  no  AVSA  affiliates  in  her 
area,  Genola  gives  frequent  talks  and  seminars 
on  the  culture  of  African  violets  to  groups  in  her 
vicinity.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Wisconsin 
Council  of  AVC,  the  Illinois  AVS,  Dixie  AVS, 
NYSAVS,  and  the  Mid-Atlantic  AVS. 

Genola  attended  Lindenwood  College  and 
Illinois  Wesleyan  University,  majoring  in  art, 
with  a  minor  in  music. 

She  is  the  mother  of  two  married  daughters 
and  has  four  teenage  grandchildren. 

FOR  DIRECTOR  —  Janet  DuCharme  of 
Winter  Haven,  Florida  has  been  a  member  of 


AVSA  for  13  years.  A  charter  member  of  Mid- 
Polk  AVS,  she  has  held  all  offices  except  vice 
president.  She  is  an  AVSA  judge  and  has  served 
as  the  Judges  chair  for  the  AV  Council  of  Hor- 
ida,  as  well  as  secretary. 

In  1987,  Janet  was  the  Entries  chair  for  the 
AVSA  convention  in  Orlando  at  which  time 
entries  were  done  by  computer.  Subsequently, 
she  assisted  with  entries  at  the  Dallas,  Kansas 
City  and  Boston  conventions. 

Janet  is  a  Registered  Nurse  and  is  employed 
at  Winter  Haven  Hospital  as  the  Orthopaedic 
Nurse  Clinician.  Bill,  her  husband,  teaches 
Agriculture  and  Computer  Applications  and 
serves  as  a  Major  in  the  Florida  National  Guard. 

FOR  DIRECTOR  —  Martha  Dyson  of  Ber¬ 
wick,  Louisiana,  has  been  a  member  of  AVSA 
for  15  years  and  a  judge  for  10  years.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Atchafalaya  VS,  Dixie  AVS  and 
the  Lousiana  Council  of  Judges  and  Growers. 
Martha  has  served  as  president  of  the  Louisiana 
State  Council,  as  well  as  her  local  affiliate.  She  is 
the  present  recording  secretary  of  Dixie  AVS 
and  her  local  club.  She  is  also  editor  of  the 
Louisiana  Council  newsletter. 

Although  she  grows  many  standard  and 
miniature  violets,  she  enjoys  trailers  most  of  all 
and  has  given  many  workshops  of  them.  She 
has  four  children  and  her  husband,  James,  is  co¬ 
owner  of  a  commercial  diving  company. 

FOR  DIRECTOR  — -  K.  Evelyn  Sala- 
manowicz  of  Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada  has 
been  growing  African  violets  about  12  years. 
Evelyn  sets  up  regular  displays  in  local  African 
violet  shows,  horticultural  shows  and  civic 
exhibitions,  and  avidly  promotes  the  interest  in 
the  culture  of  African  violets. 

She  is  the  president  and  founder  of  The  Afri¬ 
can  Violet  Society  of  Calgary  and  has  served  in 
every  office  of  this  society.  She  is  an  AVSA  Life 
Member,  a  member  of  the  AVS  of  Canada,  an 
advanced  A  VS  A  Judge  and  a  member  of  AGGS. 

Evelyn  conducts  presentations,  workshops, 
lectures  and  seminars  on  African  violets.  She  is 
married  to  Walter,  an  AVSA  Life  Member  and 
judge,  and  has  one  daughter,  Cynthia,  an  AVSA 
student  judge. 
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Room  Sharing 

Columbus,  Ohio  Convention, 
April  20  -  26, 1992 


Room  sharing  has  become  very  successful.  Is  room  sharing  for  you?  Are  you  interested  in  making 
your  expenses  less  by  sharing  a  room  with  someone?  We  offer  this  service  to  anyone  interested. 

Name _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ 

Phone  number _ _ _ _ _ _ 

$95.00  -  Single/Double  $105.00  -  Triple/Quad  plus  15.75%  room  tax 

Non-Smoker  _____  Smoker _ _  No  preference  _ _ 

Age  _ Under  25  _ _  26-50  _  51  and  over 

Arrival  .Date _  Departure  Date _ _ 

Any  other  considerations? 


All  requests  must  be  made  by  March  1, 1992,  so  we  may  contact  all  interested  ""violet  friends'"  and 
meet  the  deadline  for  hotel  reservations.  Please  send  requests  to:  Ruth  Warren,  P.  O.  Box  3664,  Fall 
River,  MA  02722  ph.  508-679-1189. 


Tinara  Greenhouses 
Offers  Award 

A  special  award  of  $25,  donated  by  Tinari 
Greenhouses,  will  be  presented  at  the  1992 
Columbus  Convention  to  the  individual  who 
obtains  the  most  new  members  of  AVSA  during 
1991. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  award,  send  a  complete 
list  of  names  and  addresses  of  the  new  members 
to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  AVSA  Awards  Chair¬ 
man,  948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068, 
by  January  31, 1992. 

Don't  Miss  the  1992  Open  Forum 

The  8th  annual  Open  Forum  meeting 
of  the  AVSA  Board  of  Directors  will  be 
held  Thursday,  April  23, 1992 
at  the  Columbus  convention. 


AmeriFlora  '92 

Gateway  to  the  World 

No  borders,  no  bellhops,  no  bother.  Just  all  of 
the  most  marvelous  sights  the  world's  nations 
can  concoct! 

You'd  think  it  was  just  an  ordinary  Monte 
Carlo  streetcomer  —  unless  you  pass  through 
the  door  into  the  spectacular  garden  of  Prince 
Rainier.  Then  just  stroll  right  in  through  the 
palace  door:  you're  an  honored  guest  of  the 
nation  of  Monaco. 

Next,  the  USSR ..  discover  new  and  surpris¬ 
ing  facets  of  the  mysterious  Land  of  the  Bear; 
you'll  still  have  time  for  tea  and  scones  in  the 
cheery  English  Tea  Garden. 

Turn  the  corner  and  you're  in  Japan  ...  or 
Canada  ...  or  France  or  .... 


36  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  January/February  1992 


Convention  Show  Schedule 

AFRICAN  VIOLETS  —  HERITAGE  AND  HORIZONS 
(A  Century  of  Violets  1892  - 1992) 

April  20  -  26, 1992 

Horticulture  Division  -  Amateur 


Section  I  -  Collections 

Class  1 .  AV S A  Collection  of  three  registered 
varieties  all  of  the  same  type:  standard,  mini¬ 
ature,  semiminiature,  or  trailers,  either  stan¬ 
dard,  miniature,  or  semiminiature. 

1  a.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection  of 
three  registered  Optimara®  and/or  Rhap- 
sodie®  plants,  all  of  the  same  type:  standard, 
miniature,  or  semiminiature. 

1  b.  Dale  Eyerdom  Memorial  Collec¬ 
tion  of  three  registered  Granger  plants,  all  of 
same  t5^e:  standard,  miniature,  or  semimini¬ 
ature. 

Section  II  -  Standard  Plants,  Single  and  Semi> 
double  Blossoms 

2.  Blues  and  purples 

3.  Pink,  dark  pink,  rose,  and  coral 

4.  Red,  wine,  fuchsia,  and  plum 

5.  Lavender,  mauve,  and  orchid 

6.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

7.  Two-tone  and  multicolor 

8.  Fantasy  and  all  edged 

9.  Chimera 

Section  III  -  Standard  Plants,  Double  Blos¬ 
soms 

10.  Dark  blue  and  purple 

11.  Light  to  medium  blue 

12.  Light  to  medium  pink 

13.  Dark  pink,  rose,  and  coral 

14.  Red,  wine,  fuchsia,  and  plum 

15.  Lavender,  mauve,  and  orchid 

16.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

17.  Two-tone  and  multicolor  (all 
shades  blue  and  purple) 

18.  Two-tone  and  multicolor  (all 
shades  pink  and  red) 

19.  Fantasy,  chimera,  and  all  edged 
Section  IV  -  Standard  Plants,  Single,  Semi¬ 


double,  or  Double  Blossoms,  Variegated  Foli¬ 
age 

20.  Blue,  purple,  lavender,  and  orchid 

21.  Pink,  red,  fuchsia,  coral,  and  wine 

22.  White,  cream,  and  blush 

23.  Two-tone,  multicolor,  and  edged 
Section  V  -  Miniahure  Plants,  Single,  Semi¬ 
double,  or  Double  Blossoms 

24.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue 

25.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia 

26.  Orchid  and  lavender 

27.  White  and  blush 

28.  Two-tone,  multicolor,  fantasy,  chi¬ 
mera,  and  all  edged 

29.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  vari¬ 
egated  foliage 

30.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia,  vari¬ 
egated  foliage 

31 .  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush, 
variegated  foliage 

32.  Two-tone,  multicolor,  fantasy,  chi¬ 
mera,  and  all  edged,  variegated  foliage 
Section  VI  -  Semiminiature  Plants,  Single, 
Semidouble,  or  Double  Blossoms 

33.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue 

34.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia 

35.  Orchid  and  lavender 

36.  White  and  blush 

37.  Two-tone,  multicolor,  fantasy,  chi¬ 
mera,  and  all  edged 

38.  Purple  and  all  shades  of  blue,  vari¬ 
egated  foliage 

39.  Pink,  coral,  red,  and  fuchsia,  vari¬ 
egated  foliage 

40.  Orchid,  lavender,  white,  and  blush, 
variegated  foliage 

41.  Two-tone,  multicolor,  fantasy,  chi¬ 
mera,  and  all  edged,  variegated  foliage 
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Section  VII  -  Trailers  and  species.  Single, 
Semidouble,  or  Double  blossoms.  Any  T5rpe 
Foliage 

42.  Standard  trailers 

43.  Miniature  trailers 

44.  Semiminiature  trailers 

45.  Saintpaulia  species  and  natural 

hybrids 

Section  VIII  -  New  Cultivars  and  Vintage 
Violets 

46.  Seedlings 

47.  Sports  or  mutants 

47  a.  Vintage  Violets  -  Standard  violets 
introduced  before  1965.  (Entry  card  must  show 
date  introduced). 

47  b.  Vintage  Violets  -  Miniature  or 
semiminiature  violets  introduced  before  1970. 
(Entry  card  must  show  date  introduced). 

Design 

In  1892  African  violets  were  discovered 
in  the  eastern  part  of  Tanzania.  They  were  sent 
to  Germany  by  Baron  Walter  von  Saint  Paul- 
Illaire  where  they  were  given  to  Dr.  Hermann 
Wendland,  Director  of  Royal  Botanic  Gardens 
at  Herrenhausen;  then  to  England  and  eventu¬ 
ally  to  Armacost  &  Royston  in  California. 
Section  XI  -  Container  Gardens  -  Miniature 
gardens  with  one  or  more  blooming  African 
violet  plants  and  other  growing  plants.  All 
plants  must  be  planted  in  the  container;  no  cut 
plant  material  permitted;  accessories  optional. 

55.  "In  the  Beginning  -  Mt.  Tongwe" 
Saintpaulias  are  found  near  the  summit  of  Mt. 
Tongwe  in  the  Usambara  Mountains.  A  natural 
garden  representing  African  violets  growing  in 
their  native  habitat.  Not  to  exceed  20”. 

56.  "Tanga  Territory"  Botanists  think 
that  "S.  lonantha"  originated  in  the  rock  faces  of 
the  Amboni  Caves  near  Tanga.  A  dish  garden 
interpreting  this  location  in  Africa  where  the 
African  violet  originated.  Not  to  exceed  20”. 

57.  "Arrival  in  Germany"  A  dish  gar¬ 
den  featuring  some  areas  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Gardens  such  as  winding  paths,  trees  and 
groups  of  flowers.  Not  to  exceed  20”. 

58.  "California,  Here  We  Come"  Ar¬ 
macost  &  Royston,  a  commercial  floral  com¬ 
pany  in  California  ordered  Saintpaulia  seeds 
from  Ernst  Benary  of  Erfut,  Germany  and  grew 


Section  IX  -  African  Violet  Plant  In  Unusual 
Container 

48.  One  African  violet  plant,  either 
standard,  miniature,  or  semiminiature  in  con¬ 
tainer 

49.  One  African  violet  trailer  in  con¬ 
tainer 

Section  X  -  Gesneriads  Other  Than  African 
Violets 

50.  Miniatures  (may  be  displayed  in 
regular  pots  or  growing  in  clear  container, 
cover  permitted) 

51.  Tuberous-rooted 

52.  Scaly-rhizomed 

53.  Fibrous-rooted 

54.  Gesneriads  grown  for  ornamental 

foliage 

Division 

African  violet  plants,  among  others,  in  their 
greenhouses.  A  terrarium  depicting  a  flower 
garden  underglass.  Not  to  exceed  30”. 

Section  XII  -  Interpretive  Plant  Arrangements 
-  All  entries  in  this  section  must  consist  of  one  or 
more  blooming  African  violet  plants,  removed 
from  their  pots.  Fresh  cut,  dried,  treated  or 
painted  plant  material  is  {permitted.  No  artifi¬ 
cial  plant  material  permitted.  Accessories, 
backdrops  and  bases  are  optional.  To  be  staged 
in  white  niches,  28”  high,  24”  wide,  and  20”  deep 
(side  wing  is  15”  deep). 

59.  "Marching  to  Georgia"  The  first 
African  violet  show  in  the  U.S.  was  held  in 
Atlanta,  Georgia,  sponsored  by  H.  G.  Hastings 
Company  in  1946,  out  of  which  evolved  The 
African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  which 
held  the  first  AVSA  sanctioned  show  there  in 
1947.  An  interpretative  plant  arrangement  fea¬ 
turing  some  facet  of  Atlanta  —  its  past  or  its 
present. 

60.  "Blue  Bo/'  The  most  well-known 
of  the  first  African  violet  introductions;  also, 
the  name  of  a  famous  painting  by  the  British 
artist,  Gainsborough.  Anything  goes  in  your 
own  artistic  endeavor. 

61.  "In  the  Pink"  'Pink  Beaut/  was 
our  first  pink  violet.  Let  your  imagination  go 
"pink!" 

62.  "Over  the  Rainbow"  Multicolors 
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and  fantasies  brighten  our  horizons.  An  ar¬ 
rangement  full  of  color. 

63.  "Trail  Along"  Tinaris  were  the  first 
to  cross  a  standard  African  violet  on  S.  Grotei. 
This  hybridization  was  carried  further  by 
Lyndon  Lyon  with  a  cross  on  S.  Magungensis. 
Out  of  these  early  efforts,  our  modem  trailers 
emerged.  An  arrangement  featuring  an  African 
violet  trailer. 

Section  XIII  -  Interpretive  Flower  Arrange¬ 
ments  -  A  design  using  fresh  cut  African  violet 
blossoms*  and  other  fresh  cut,  dried,  treated  or 
painted  plant  material  is  permitted.  Accesso¬ 
ries,  backdrops  and  bases  are  optional.  All  in¬ 
terpretive  flower  arrangements  shall  be  staged 
in  white  niches,  22"  high,  18"  wide,  and  16" 
deep,  with  12"  side  wings,  except  in  classes  67, 
70,  and  71 .  ^(Exception:  Class  67,  in  which  fresh- 
cut  or  dried  blossoms  may  be  used). 

64.  "Double  Dip"  African  violets  with 
double  blossoms  appear  on  the  scene.  An  inter¬ 
pretive  flower  arrangement  incorporating  two 
containers,  or  a  two-part  container. 

65.  "Tommie  Lou"  A  sport  of  "White 
Pride"  discovered  by. Tommie  Lou  Oden 
showed  the  first  lacy  green  and  white  variega¬ 
tion  in  foliage.  A  green  and  white  arrangement 
honoring  this  beauty. 

66.  "Stars  in  Your  Eyes"  Lyndon  Lyon 
introduced  the  first  star-shaped  hybrids  from 
crosses  made  with  "Star  Sapphire,"  a  sport  of 
"Blue  Boy."  An  arrangement  featuring  stars. 


67.  'Tinwheels  Everywhere"  The  first 
pinwheel  "Circus  Boy"  was  registered  in  1974, 
but  they  did  not  appear  on  the  horizon  in  quan¬ 
tity  until  Granger  Gardens  brought  out  their 
varieties  of  "Desert  Dawn"  and  "Valencia."  A 
kinetic  design  using  fresh  and/or  dried  blos¬ 
soms  and  accessories  to  create  a  design  which 
suggests  movement  or  actual  motion. 

68.  "Pot  of  Gold"  A  favoirte  dream  of 
African  violet  fanciers  has  been  the  "elusive" 
yellow  violets.  Nolan  Blansit  has  realized  that 
dream  with  his  yellow  hybrids.  Fulfill  your 
own  dream  with  your  own  interpretation. 

69.  'Violets  in  Space"  Who  knows 
what  the  year  2000  will  bring!  Will  violets  be 
grown  in  outer  space  to  brighten  some  space 
station  colony?  Transport  your  imagination  to 
the  21st  Century.  A  suspended  or  hanging 
interpretation. 

70.  "Neptune"  An  underwater  design. 
In  ancient  mythology,  Neptune  was  the  King  of 
the  Sea.  Some  of  our  earliest  violets  had  names 
relating  to  the  sea.  An  arrangement  showing 
some  aspects  of  the  sea. 

71.  "Petite  Jewels"  Before  1965,  the 
"so-called"  miniatures  were  not  very  attractive 
or  genetically  stable.  Our  miniatures  today  are 
real  jewels.  A  mini  arrangement  in  any  colored 
glass  container  not  to  exceed  8"  in  any  direction. 
To  be  staged  at  eye  level  within  a  niche  10"  high, 
10"  wide,  10"  deep. 


Special  Exhibits  Division 


Section  XIV  -  Education  Exhibit  tions) 

72.  Education  exhibit  (by  invitation)  74.  Newsletters  (16  pages  or  less) 

Section  XV  -  Affiliate  Publications  75.  Magazines  (more  than  16  pages) 

73.  Yearbooks  (once-a-year  publica- 

Commercial  Horticulture  Division 


Section  XVI  -  Specimen  Plants 

A.  Collections 

76.  AVSA  Collections 

77.  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collections 

B.  New  Cultivars  (from  seed  or  mutation) 

78.  Standard  African  Violets 

79.  Miniature  African  Violets 

80.  Semiminiature  African  Violets 

81.  Trailer  African  Violets  (standard, 
miniature,  semiminiature) 


C.  Specimen  African  Violets 

82.  Standard,  plain  green  foliage 

83.  Standard,  variegated  foliage 

84.  Miniatures,  plain  foliage 

85.  Miniatures,  variegated  foliage 

86.  Semiminiatures,  plain  foliage 

87.  Semiminiatures,  variegated  foliage 

88.  Trailers  (standard,  miniature,  sem¬ 
iminiature) 

89.  Saintpaulia  species 
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Section  XVII  -  Display  Tables 
91.  Display  Tables 


D.  Gesneriads 

90.  Gesneriads  (other  than  African  vio¬ 
lets) 


Horticulture  Division  -  Amateur 
Rules  and  Regulations 


1 .  Only  amateiir  AVSA  members  in  good  standing 
and  registered  at  this  convention  are  eligible  to  enter 
exhibits  in  this  division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday, 
April  22,  from  6:00  to  9:00  p.m.  and  on  Thursday, 
April  23  from  9:00  - 11:30  a.m.  and  12:30  to  6:00  p.m. 

If  an  entry  is  not  entered  by  the  owner,  the  name 
of  the  person  making  the  entry  must  be  on  the  back  of 
the  entry  tag. 

Entries  maybe  checked  out  on  Saturday,  April  25, 
from  11:00  p.m.  (after  the  show  closes)  until  1:00  a.m. 

3.  Only  clean,  healthy  plants  which  have  been  in 
the  possession  of  the  exhibitor  for  at  least  three 
months  will  be  accepted. 

4.  Plants  must  be  correctly  named  or  they  will  be 
subject  to  correction  by  the  classification  committee. 

5.  Double  potting,  flared-top  pots,  supports,  and 
collars  will  not  be  permitted.  Any  shape  and  type  of 
pot  (round,  square,  clay,  plastic,  Oyamas,  "Moist- 
Rites,"  etc.)  for  specimen  plants  will  be  accepted.  For 
uniformity,  all  pots  must  be  covered  with  aluminum 
foil,  dull  side  out,  except  pots  containing  trailers, 
trailing  species,  trailing  gesneriads,  and  gesneriads 
in  protective  containers,  which  may  be  left  uncov¬ 
ered. 

6.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  only  one  plant  of  each 
variety  in  classes  2  through  45. 

7.  An  exhibitor  may  enter  plants  of  the  same 
variety  in  classes  1,  48,  and  49  as  those  in  classes  1 
through  45. 

8.  All  plants  in  classes  1  through  49  must  be  single¬ 
crown  plants  except  trailers  and  some  species,  which 
may  be  multiple-crown.  S.  Amazon  velutina,  S.  Ama¬ 
zon  grotei,  S.  Sigi  Falls,  and  S.  House  of  Amani  will  be 
accepted  in  Class  45. 

9.  Any  number  of  new  cultivars  may  be  entered 
provided  they  have  been  originated  by  the  exhibitor 
from  hybridization,  from  purchased  seeds,  or  from 


mutation;  or  the  released  rights  in  writing  from  the 
hybridizer  have  been  given  to  the  exhibitor  for  pur¬ 
chased  seedlings.  New  cultivars  may  be  entered  by 
number  or  name,  and  the  entry  tag  must  indicate 
whether  it  is  a  new  cultivar  from  seed  or  mutation.  A 
sport  (mutant)  may  be  exhibited  as  a  "Sport  of 

_ ."  If  a  name  has  been  given  to  the  sport,  the 

name  in  parenthesis  may  follow,  such  as  "Sport  of 
V alencia'  (Dale' s  Dream') ."  New  cultivars  must  not 
have  been  previously  shown  in  an  AVSA  Conven¬ 
tion  Show. 

10.  Gesneriads  (other  than  African  violets)  may 
be  exhibited  in  protective  containers,  and  neutral- 
colored  mulch  may  be  used  on  the  soil  surface. 

1 1 .  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of 
judging.  The  decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final. 
Only  qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be  permitted  to 
serve  as  judges. 

12.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  awards. 

13.  Any  African  violet  entered  in  AVSA  Collec¬ 
tion,  Class  1,  receiving  a  blue  ribbon,  will  also  be 
eligible  for  other  awards. 

14.  All  African  violets  entered  in  the  Holtkamp 
Memorial  Collection,  Class  la.,  must  be  AVSA  regis¬ 
tered  Optimara®  and/or  Rhapsodie®  plants  and 
must  be  different  plants  of  the  same  type. 

15.  All  African  violets  entered  in  the  Dale  Eyer- 
dom  Memorial  Collection,  Class  lb.,  must  be  AVSA 
registered  Granger  plants  and  must  be  different 
plants  of  the  same  type. 

16.  Only  one  collection  may  be  entered  by  an 
exhibitor  in  each  class:  AVSA  Collection  Class, 
Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection  Class  and  Dale 
Eyerdom  Memorial  Collection  Class. 

17.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 


Design  Division 
Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Both  amateur  and  commercial  AVSA  members 
in  good  standing  and  registered  at  this  convention 
are  eligible  to  enter  exhibits  in  this  division. 

2.  ENTRIES  will  be  accepted  on  Wednesday, 
April  22,  from  6:00  to  9:00  P.M.  for  convention  work¬ 


ers  only  and  on  Thursday,  April  23  from  9:00  to  1 1 :30 
a.m.  and  12:30  -  6:00  p.m. 

Each  exhibitor  may  have  only  one  entry  per  class. 
Exhibitors  are  limited  to  6  entries  in  classes  59 
through  71. 
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Entries  in  classes  55  through  58  are  unlimited  but 
reservations  are  required. 

All  entries  must  be  the  creation  of  the  exhibitor 
and  must  be  placed  by  the  exhibitor. 

Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  work  on  their 
designs  on  Thursday,  April  23  until  11:00  P.M.,  and 
on  Friday,  April  26,  from  7:00  to  8:00  a.m.  for  change 
of  blossoms  only.  All  exhibitors  and  their  materials 
must  be  out  of  the  show  room  by  8:00  a.m.  Friday, 
April  24. 

3.  The  American  flag  (or  facsimile),  artificial 
material,  and  live  creatures  may  not  be  used  in  any 
design  exhibit. 

4.  Dried,  treated,  weathered,  and  other  colored 
plant  materials  may  be  used  in  aU  classes,  except 
Container  Gardens.  African  violet  plants  and  blos¬ 
soms  may  not  be  artificially  colored. 

5.  Draping  or  altered  backgrounds  maybe  used  in 
all  classes  except  55  through  58  and  70  and  71. 

6.  No  part  of  a  design  may  touch  or  extend  beyond 
the  confines  of  the  described  niche  or  space  dimen¬ 
sions. 


7.  All  entries  must  have  a  white  3"  x  5"  card  listing 
the  African  violet  varieties  and  other  plant  materials 
(if  known)  used.  A  written  subtitle  defining  the 
exhibitor's  interpretation  of  the  class  may  also  be 
included  on  the  cards,  but  it  is  not  a  requirement. 

8.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of 
judging.  The  decisions  of  the  judges  will  be  final. 
Only  qualified  A  VS  A  judges  will  be  permitted  to 
serve  as  judges. 

9.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  awards. 

10.  A  VS  A  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 

1 1 .  Anyone  desiring  to  reserve  space  in  the  design 
division  must  send  a  reservation  blank  postmarked 
no  sooner  than  February  15, 1992  and  sent  no  later 
than  March  15, 1992  to  Emilie  Savage,  39  Mead  Drive, 
Chillicothe,  OH  45601.  No  telephone  reservations 
will  be  accepted.  Exhibitors  who  wish  to  cancel  res¬ 
ervations  must  write  to  Mrs.  Savage  or  call  (614)  775- 
0195. 


Special  Exhibits  Division 
Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Only  AVSA  affiliates  in  good  standing  are 
eligible  to  enter  yearbooks,  newsletters  and  maga¬ 
zines. 

2.  Yearbooks  must  be  mailed  to  the  African  Violet 
Judge's  Coimcil  of  Northern  California,  Enid  Wood, 
Chairman,  45  Hallmark  Circle,  Menlo  Park,  CA 
94025-6682.  Three  copies  of  the  yearbook  must  be  in 


the  possession  of  the  judges  by  February  1, 1992. 

3.  Newsletters  and  magazines  must  be  mailed  to 
the  Central  Texas  Judge's  Council,  Ray  Pittman, 
Chairman,  12406  Alexandria  St.,  San  Antonio,  TX 
78233  by  February  1, 1992.  A  complete  club  year  of 
the  issues  must  be  submitted. 


Commercial  Horticulture  Division 
Rules  and  Regulations 


1.  Only  commercial  AVSA  members  in  good 
standing  and  registered  at  this  convention  are  eli¬ 
gible  to  enter  either  the  Specimen  Plant  Section  or  the 
Display  Table  Section,  but  not  both.  They  may  also 
enter  the  Design  Division. 

2.  For  dates  and  times  for  entering  exhibits,  please 
refer  to  Rule  2  under  HORTICULTURE  DIVISION 
AMATEUR. 

3.  All  plants  must  be  correctly  named,  and  all 
African  violets  must  be  single  crown  plants,  except 
trailers,  some  species,  and  trailing  gesneriads. 

4.  In  the  Specimen  Plant  Section,  exhibitors  may 
enter  any  number  of  plants  in  each  class,  but  only  one 
plant  of  the  same  variety  in  the  same  class.  Exhibitors 
may  enter  plants  of  the  same  variety  in  the  AVSA 


Collection,  class  76,  and  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collec¬ 
tions,  class  77,  as  are  entered  in  the  other  classes. 
Exhibitors  may  enter  either  collection  class  or  both. 
Plants  entered  in  the  Holtkamp  Memorial  Collection 
class  must  be  AVSA  registered  Optimara®  /  Rhap- 
sodie®  plants. 

5.  Only  plants  labeled  "New  Cultivar"  in  either 
the  Specimen  Plant  Section  or  Display  Table  Section 
will  be  considered  for  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar 
Awards. 

6.  Entries  for  AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards 
may  be  seedlings  (plants  originally  from  seed), 
sports,  or  mutants  originated  by  the  exhibitors  or  the 
right  and  ownership  to  them  released  by  the  hybr¬ 
idizer,  and  must  not  have  been  previously  shown  in 
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an  AVSA  Convention  Show.  Each  entry  must  be 
labeled  ''New  Cultivar." 

7.  A  covered  6'  table  with  three  tiers  will  be  fur¬ 
nished  for  each  exhibitor  in  the  Display  Table  Sec¬ 
tion. 

8.  Each  display  table  shall  contain  15  plants  (no 
merchandise).  Three,  all  of  the  same  type,  mini¬ 
atures,  semiminiatures,  or  miniature  or  semimini¬ 
ature  trailers  shall  count  as  a  specimen  plant  and  be 
judged  as  one  unit.  The  display  must  be  predomi¬ 
nantly  (at  least  75%)  African  violets.  Other  gesneri- 
ads  may  be  included  in  the  15  plants  and  will  be 
judged. 

9.  Any  plant,  up  to  a  maximum  of  15  plants,  on  a 
display  table  may  be  designated  as  competing  for  the 
AVSA  Best  New  Cultivar  Awards,  either  standard, 
semiminiature,  miniature  and  all  types  of  trailers, 
either  standard,  semiminiature  or  miniature. 

10.  No  other  material,  such  as  ivy,  maybe  used  on 
a  display  table. 

11.  Colored  lights  which  distort  or  enhance  the 
color  of  the  plants  will  not  be  permitted. 

12.  Any  shape  and  type  of  pot  for  specimen  plants 
will  be  permitted  except  flared  top  pots.  Supports 
and  collars  will  not  be  permitted.  Pots  in  the  speci¬ 
men  plant  section  must  be  covered  with  aluminum 
foil,  dull  side  out.  Pots  in  the  Display  Table  Section  do 
not  have  to  be  covered  and  maybe  elevated  and  tilted 
with  individual  display  pot  holders. 

13.  Prior  to  judging,  signs,  cards,  or  codes  identi¬ 
fying  the  exhibitor  may  not  be  displayed  on  the 
display  tables. 

14.  Exhibits  will  be  judged  by  the  merit  method  of 
judging.  The  decision  of  the  judges  will  be  final.  Only 
qualified  AVSA  judges  will  be  permitted  to  serve  as 
judges. 

15.  Only  blue  ribbon  winners  will  be  eligible  to 
receive  awards. 

16.  AVSA  will  afford  all  possible  protection  to 
exhibits,  but  will  not  be  responsible  for  any  damages 
or  losses. 

17.  Commercial  Silver  Trophies  will  be  awarded 
as  merited  to  the  exhibitors  of  the  Display  Tables 
receiving  the  first,  second  and  third  highest  number 
of  points.  An  Honorable  Mention  Rosette  will  be 
awarded  to  the  exhibitor  receiving  the  fourth  highest 
number  of  points. 

18.  A  Point-Score  Sheet  shall  be  given  each  Dis¬ 
play  Table  Exhibitor  to  show  how  trophies  are 
awarded. 

19.  To  reserve  a  display  table  or  for  further  infor¬ 
mation,  contact).  R.  (Sundown)  Pittman,  12406  Alex¬ 
andria  St.,  San  Antonio,  Texas  78233.  Phone  (512) 
656-0128. 


Design  Division 
Reservations 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ St - Zip _ 

Phone _ 

I  would  like  to  enter  the  following  design 
classes: 

(Limit  six,  excluding  container  gardens) 

1  _ 4 _ 

2  _ 5 _ 

3  _ 6 _ 

Alternate  Choices: 

1 _ 

2 _ 

3 _ 

1  would  like  to  enter  container  gardens  in  the 
follo^ving  classes: 

1 _ 

2  _ 

3 _ 

Entries  will  be  accepted  only  if  postmarked 
February  15, 1992  or  later.  No  telephone  reser¬ 
vations  will  be  accepted. 

Reservations  will  be  on  a  first  come  basis. 
Please  give  your  name,  address,  and  telephone 
number  so  if  there  are  cancellations  or  addi¬ 
tional  openings,  exhibitors  may  be  notified. 
Send  reservations  BEFORE  March  15, 1992,  to: 
Mrs.  Emilie  Savage,  39  Mead  Drive,  Chillico- 
the,  OH  45621.  Exhibitors  who  wish  to  cancel 
reservations  must  write  Mrs.  Savage  or  call  (614- 
775-0195. 
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The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

46th  Annual  Convention 

Call  for  1992  Annual  Meeting 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  The  African  V iolet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  will  be  held  Saturday,  April 
25,  1992,  3:30  p.m.,  at  The  Hyatt  Columbus  at  The  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center, 
Columbus,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers  and  transacting  business  that  may  properly 
come  before  the  meeting. 

Call  for  1992  Board  of  Directors  Meetings 

The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.  Board  of  Directors  meetings  will  be  held  Tuesday, 
April  21, 1992, 9:00  a.m.;  Wednesday,  April  22, 1992, 8:00  p.m.;  and  Sunday,  April  26, 1992, 10:00 
a.m.,  at  The  Hyatt  Columbus  at  The  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center,  Columbus,  Ohio,  for 
the  purpose  of  transacting  business  that  may  properly  come  before  the  meetings. 

Call  for  1992  Open  Forum  Meeting 

The  eighth  annual  Open  Forum  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc.,  will  be  held  Thursday,  April  23,  1992,  at  The  Hyatt  Columbus  at  The  Greater 
Columbus  Convention  Center,  Columbus,  Ohio,  5:00  p.m. 

At  this  time,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  AVSA  will  welcome  any  and  all  A  VS  A  members  to  come 
and  present  any  suggestions,  ideas,  questions,  etc.,  which  they  may  have. 


Registration  For  Judging  School 
For  New  Students  and  Certificate  Renewals 

The  Hyatt  Regency  Columbus  at  Ohio  Center  Columbus,  Ohio 

Thursday,  April  23, 1992  Teacher:  Mary  Boland 

An  AVSA  judging  school  will  be  held  on  Thursday  for  AVSA  members  who  wish  to  take  their 
first  judge's  test  and  for  AVSA  judges  who  wish  to  renew  their  certificates.  The  lecture  will  be  from 
7:30  a.m.  - 12:00  noon  and  must  be  attended  in  order  to  take  the  exam.  The  test  begins  at  2:00  p.m. 
The  registration  fee  is  $7.50.  AVSA  membership  cards  must  be  presented  at  the  door.  Proof  of  three 
blue  ribbons  is  required  for  those  renewing  certificates.  Persons  testing  for  the  first  time  do  not 
need  to  present  proof  of  three  blue  ribbons. 

Name _  AVSA  Membership  # _ 

Address _ 

City _  State _ Zip _ 

Judging  status:  Student  (1st  exam) _  Student  (renewal) _ 

Advanced _  Auditing _ 

Complete  this  form  (or  facsimile)  and  mail  with  registration  fee  of  $7.50  (make  check  payable 
to  AVSA)  and  mail  to  Mary  Boland,  6415  Wilcos  Court,  Alexandria,  VA  22310,  by  March  22, 1992. 

The  test  will  be  based  on  the  1986  AVSA  Handbook,  with  its  updated  pages.  This  is  available 
from  the  AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704.  The  cost  of  the  handbook  is  $9.95.  The 
cost  of  the  revised  pages  is  $3.50.  Each  price  includes  appropriate  postage. 
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Hotel  Reservation 


Hyatt  Hotels© of  Columbus 

1992  A  VS  A  Convention,  Show,  and  Annual  Membership  Meeting 

Please  mail  to: 

Hyatt  Columbus 

at  the  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center 

350  North  High  Street  April  20  -  26, 1992 

Columbus,  Ohio  43215  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

(614)  463-1234  Group  Number  AV 


Name 


Address 


City _ State _  Zip _ 

Phone  number _ 

Sharing  room  with _ 

Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  The  Hyatt  Columbus  at  The  Greater  Columbus 
Convention  Center.  Do  not  send  currency.  To  confirm  your  reservations,  the  hotel  accepts  only  one 
of  the  following  as  means  of  payment: 

_ One  Night's  Deposit  Enclosed  _ MasterCard  _ American  Express 

_ ^VISA  _ Diner's  Club  _ Discover  Card 

Credit  Card  #  Expiration  Date 

Deposit  refundable  if  reservation  is  cancelled  24  hours  prior  to  arrival  (phone  -  The  Hyatt 
Columbus  at  The  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center.  Phone  number:  1-614-463-1234. 


Room  rate:  $  95.00  single  /  double 

$105.00  triple  /  quad 
15.75%  Occupancy  Tax 
Suite  rates  available  upon  request 


Accommodations  requested: 
_ Single 

_ Double  (two  persons) 

_ Triple  (three  persons) 

_ (3uad  (four  persons) 


number  of  persons  in  room 

Arrival  Date _ 

(Check  in  3:00  p.m.) 

Departure  Date _ 

(Check  out  by  noon) 


Bed  types  available:  double,  king  (upon  request)  -  bed  type  not  guaranteed. 

Room  rates  subject  to  15.75%  sleeping  room  tax. 

Reservations  must  be  received  by:  March  22. 1992.  The  A  VS  A  reserved  room  block  will  be  released 
after  this  date. 
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AVSA's  46th  Annual  Convention  &  Show 
"AFRICAN  VIOLETS  -  HERITAGE  &  HORIZONS"  —  A  Century  of  Violets 
April  20  -  26, 1992  —  Hyatt  Columbus  at  the  Greater  Columbus  (OH)  Convention  Center 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

PLEASE  MAKE  RESERVATIONS  BEFORE  APRIL  8, 1992 

COMPLETE  ONE  REGISTRATION  FORM  FOR  EACH  MEMBER  AS  WELL  AS  EACH  NON-MEMBER.  FoUowing 
receipt  of  your  Registration,  you  will  receive  confirmation  from  the  AVSA  Office.  Non-members  are  entitled  to 
participate  in  all  activities  except  presentations  and  those  requiring  a  membership  card  for  entry.  Current  AVSA 
Membership  Card  required  at  Registration. 

GENERAL  INFORMATION:  Membership  # _ 

Mr./Mrs./Miss  _ _ 

Last  Name  First  Name  Middle  Initial  Area  Code/Phone  # 


Street  or  P.  O.  Box  Apt.  #  City/State  Zip 

CIRCLE  APPROPRIATE  STATUS: 


(A)  Individual  Member 

(B)  Life  Member 

(C)  Honorary  Life  Member 


(D)  Associate  Member 

(E)  Judge 

(F)  Senior  Judge 


(G)  Master  Judge 

(H)  Commercial  Member 

(I)  Judging  School  Teacher 


(J)  Bronze  Medal  Winner 

(K)  Board  Member 

(L)  Affiliate  President 

(M)  Non-Member  (Guest) 


This  is  my  (#) _ ^Convention.  Name  to  go  on  badge:. 


Is  there  any  possibility  that  you  might  bring  horticultural  exhibits? 

(If  yes,  entries  information  will  be  mailed  to  you.)  Yes _  No 

In  case  of  emergency,  who  should  be  notified? 

Name 


Relationship  Area  Code/Phone  # 

TRAVEL  BY: 

Personal  Car 
Rental  Car 
RV 


CONVENTION  REGISTRATION: 

AVSA  or  Associate  Member 

AVSA  or  Associate  Member  (after  April  8, 1992) 

Non-Member  (Guest) 

Non-Member  (Guest)  (after  April  8, 1992) 


Plane 

Airline:. 

Other 


ACCOMMODATIONS: 

Hyatt  Columbus  _ 

Other  _ 


$20.00  $ 

$35.00  $. 

$23.00  $. 

$38.00  $ 


TOTAL  REGISTRATION  $ _ 

MEALS: 

PERSONS  WISHING  TO  BE  SEATED  TOGETHER  AT  MEALS  (LIMIT  8  PER  TABLE)  MUST  MAIL  REGISTRATIONS 
IN  THE  SAME  ENVELOPE  BEFORE  THE  APRIL  8  DEADLINE.  NO  EXCEPTIONS. 


1  Fri.,  Apr.  24  Teachers' Breakfast  (Regency  breakfast)  $11.25  $ 

2  Fri.,  Apr.  24  (Opening  Dinner  (German  Night)  $27.00  $. 

3  Sat.,  Apr.  25  Judges'  Breakfast  (Regency  continental)  $  8.50  $ 

4  Sat.,  Apr.  25  Commercial  Breakfast  (Regency  breakfast)  $11.25  $. 

5  Sat.,  Apr.  25  Luncheon  (Chicken  stir  fry)  $13.75  $ 

6  Sat.,  Apr.  25  Installation  Banquet  (chicken  breast  w/stuffed  shrimp)  $28.00  $ 

7  Sim.,  Apr.  26  Future  Conventions  Bkfst.  (Regency  continental)  $  8.50  $ 

8  Sun.,  Apr.  26  Board  of  Directors  Limch  (cold  plate)  $13.75  $. 


TOTAL  MEALS  $. 
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TOURS: 

(*meals  included  in  the 

price  of  the  tour) 

1 

Monday,  Apr.  20 

Historic  Columbus  &  Greek  Cathedral 

$21.50 

$ 

2 

Monday,  Apr.  20 

Columbus  Metrotour  * 

$41.00 

$ 

3 

Tuesday,  Apr.  21 

Granger  Gardens  &  (^uail  Crest  Farm* 

$35.00 

$ 

4 

Tuesday,  Apr.  21 

Malabar  Farm,  Malabar  Inn 

&  Kingwood  Center* 

$38.00 

$ 

5 

Tuesday,  Apr.  21 

Potpourri  of  Special  Places* 

$31.00 

$ 

6 

Wednesday,  Apr.  22 

Chillicothe,  Mound  City  &  Adena* 

$35.00 

$ 

7 

Wednesday,  Apr.  22 

Dawes  Arboretum,  Bryn  Mawr,  Granville* 

$41.00 

$ 

8 

Wednesday,  Apr.  22 

An  Evening  in  The  German  Village 

$29.00 

$ 

9 

Thursday,  Apr.  23 

US  Air  Force  Museum  &  Patterson  AFB 

$24.00 

$ 

10 

Thursday,  Apr.  23 

Inniswood  Botanical  Garden 

&  Nature  Preserve 

$12.00 

$ 

TOTAL  TOURS  $. 


PRESENTATIONS:  (Please  check  those  presentations  which  you  wish  to  attend.) 
Friday,  April  24 


_  1.  9:30  a.m.-ll:00  a.m. 

_  2.  9:30  a.m.-l  1:00  a.m. 

_  3.  1:00  p.m.-2:30  p.m. 

_  4.  1:00  p.m.-2:30  p.m. 

_  5.  3:00  p.m.-4:30  p.m. 

_  6.  3:00  p.m.-4:30  p.m. 

Saturday,  April  25 


''New  Cures  on  the  Horizon"  (pests)  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

"Winners  —  You  on  the  Horizon"  (horticulture)  by  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 

"Blue  was  our  Heritage,  but  is  the  Rainbow  on  the  Horizon?" 

by  Dr.  Jeff  Smith 

"Little  Winners  on  the  Horizon"  (miniatures)  by  Patricia  Champagne 
'Trailing  into  the  Horizon"  (trailers)  by  Jamie  Christiansen 
"Winners  —  You  on  the  Horizon"  (horticulture)  by  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 


7.  9:15  a.m.-10:30  a.m.  "New  Cures  on  the  Horizon"  (pests)  by  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

8.  9:15  a.m.-10:45  a.m.  "New  Designers  View  over  the  Horizon"  by  Bob  Green 

9.  11:00  a.m.-12:30  p.m.  "Beginners  Forum" 

Moderator:  Mary  Boland 

Panel:  Dr.  Charles  Cole,  Kent  Stork,  Anne  Tinari 


PAYMENT:  (Make  checks  payable  to  COLUMBUS  OHIO  CONVENTION  ACCOUNT) 

Send  payment  and  completed  registration  form  to:  AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609 

Beaumont,  TX  77704  ph.  (409)  839-4725 
Check  one: 

Total  Registration  $ _  _  Visa  # _ 

Total  Meals  $ _  Expires _ 

Total  Tours  $ _  _  MasterCard  # _ 


TOTAL  PAYMENT  ENCLOSED  $ _  Expires _ 

NOTE:  Cancellations  must  be  received  _  Check  or  Money  Order  enclosed 

by  April  8, 1992  to  be  entitled 

to  a  refund.  _ _ 

Signature  (if  using  card) 
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Come  Join  Us  Friday  and  Saturday  Night ... 
At  the  Columbus  Convention 


Two  of  the  most  exciting  events  at  every 
AVSA  Convention  are  the  Friday  and  Saturday 
night  banquets ...  and  this  year  will  be  no  excep¬ 
tion! 

Friday  night,  April  24,  will  be  German  Party 
Night. 

The  special  menu,  served  family  style  at  each 
table,  will  include  a  garden  salad  with  a  medly 
of  dressings,  sauerbraten  (roast  beef), 
bratwurst  (pork  sausage),  and  knockwurst, 
warm  German  potato  salad,  warm  apple  sauce, 
German  noodles,  German  mustard  and  a  whole 
lot  more.  A  tray  of  miniature  German  pastries 
will  also  be  included. 

Adding  to  your  Friday  eve¬ 
ning  of  great  food  will  also  be 
great  entertainment  provided 
by  authentic  German  dancers 
and  musicians  ...  plus  quite  a 
few  of  the  ever  popular  sing- 
alongs. 

Actor-singer  Phill  Wilson 
will  be  the  featured  entertain¬ 
ment  for  the  Saturday  night, 

April  25,  banquet.  Phill's  first 
record,  "One  Love,"  was  cut 
during  the  heyday  of  rock  and 
roll ...  the  50s.  He  found  himself 
singing  in  the  company  of  art¬ 
ists  like  Neil  Sedaka,  Rick  Nel¬ 
son,  Ann  Margaret  and  Hoyd 
Kramer.  He  also  toured  the  U.Ss 
with  the  national  touring  com¬ 
pany  of  "Hootenanny." 

As  an  actor,  he  has  appeared 
in  over  35  television  commer¬ 
cials  and  most  recently  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  films,  "Mischief," 
with  Kelly  Preston  and  Doug 
McKeon  and  'Teachers"  with 
Nick  Nolte  and  Judd  Hirsch. 

The  dinner  at  this  banquet 


will  feature  "The  Favorite  Grill,"  which  is  a 
special  herbed  chicken  breast  and  shrimp 
stuffed  with  crabmeat  momay .  Also  included  is 
a  marinated  salad  of  Boston  lettuce  with  mari¬ 
nated  broccoli,  cauliflower,  onions,  mush¬ 
rooms,  tomato  wedges  and  a  sour  cream  dress¬ 
ing,  rice,  seasoned  vegetables,  rolls,  chocolate 
chip  cheese  cake  and  beverages. 

The  evening  will  also  include  live  back¬ 
ground  and  dinner  music. 

You  won't  want  to  miss  out  on  all  the  fun  — 
so  come  and  join  us  while  you  are  in  Columbus 
enjoying  the  spectacular  AVSA  show,  the 
commercial  room  and  AmeriFlora  '92. 


Hyatt  Columbus 
At  The  Greater  Columbn 
Convention  Center 
350  North  High  Street 
Columbus,  Ohio  43215 
Phone  #:  1-(614)  463-1234 
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Attention:  Judges 

All  Advanced,  Senior  and  Master  Judges  are 
eligible  to  judge  in  the  Columbus  show.  If  you 
would  like  to  judge,  please  complete  the  form 
below  and  mail  to:  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr., 
Mesquite,  TX  75150.  These  must  be  postmarked 
no  later  than  March  1, 1992.  If  you  plan  to  ex¬ 
hibit  in  the  show,  please  indicate  which  class  or 
classes  you  plan  to  enter.  Do  not  serve  on  en¬ 
tries,  classification  or  placement  if  you  apply  to 
judge.  Please  indicate  if  you  are  experienced  in 
any  of  the  listed  areas.  If  accepted,  you  will 
receive  notification  of  assignment.  Applica¬ 
tions  received  after  March  15, 1992  will  be  filed 
in  the  event  of  cancellations  and/ or  vacancies. 


Name 


City 

St  Zip 

j 

Classes  entered 

Type  of  Judge: 

Experience: 

Advanced 

Minis/ Semiminis 

Senior 

Trailers 

Master 

Species 

AGGS 

Design 

Nat'l  Council 

Commercial 

Attention:  Judges  Clerks 


Student  and  Advanced  Judges  are  invited  to 
serve  as  clerks  for  the  Columbus  Show.  Any  va¬ 
cancies  may  be  filled  by  other  members.  This 
means  that  A  VS  A  members  may  apply  to  serve 
as  clerks;  however,  judges  will  be  given  first 
preference.  Any  positions  remaining  will  be 
filled  by  members  in  order  in  which  applica¬ 
tions  are  received.  All  clerks  will  receive  a  letter 
of  notification,  explaining  their  respective  du¬ 
ties.  Mail  to:  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mes¬ 
quite,  TX  75150.  These  must  be  postmarked  no 
later  than  March  1, 1992. 


AttnzHybridizers 

R,  Pittman 
12406  Alexandria 
San  Antonio,  TX  78233 

It's  later  than  you  think  time  once 
again  to  get  the  cameras  out  and  take 
slides  of  your  new  cultivars  for  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  (OH)  AVSA  Convention. 

I  will  be  doing  the  program  of  new 
cultivars  at  the  Saturday  luncheon.  This 
is  your  opportunity  to  show  off  your 
new  introductions  to  the  hundreds  of 
people  in  attendance.  This  is  a  great 
chance  for  some  free  advertising. 

Please  send  your  slides  to  me  by  April 
1, 1992,  so  I  can  work  up  the  program.  I 
would  like  a  slide  of  the  plant  and  a 
close-up  of  the  blossom,  if  possible. 
Please  include  a  desaiption  of  the  plant. 
You  may  send  as  many  as  you  like  and  I 
will  tiy  to  work  them  into  the  program. 

The  convention  in  Columbus  is  our 
time  to  make  "violet  history"  and  show 
off  "African  Violets  -  Heritage  and  Hori¬ 
zons"  -  (A  Century  of  Violets  1892  - 
1992).  The  dates  are  April  20-26, 1992. 


Hosts  &  Hostesses 

If  you  would  like  to  help  in  Columbus  by 
serving  as  a  host  or  hostess  in  the  show  room, 
please  send  the  information  listed  below,  by 
March  31, 1992,  to: 

Mrs.  Thelma  Miller 
1771  Kermit  Avenue 
Columbus,  OH  43207 


Name 


Name - 

Street - 

City - St - Zip - 

_ Student  Judge 

_ Advanced  Judge  _ AVSA  member 


Address _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip. 

Phone  # _ 
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The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 

46th  Annual  Convention  &  Show 

April  20  -  26, 1992 

Hyatt  Columbus 

at  the  Greater  Columbus  Convention  Center 
350  North  High  Street 
Columbus,  Ohio  43215 
614-463-1234 

THEME:  "AFRICAN  VIOLETS  -  HERITAGE  AND  HORIZONS" 

A  Century  of  Violets  1892  - 1992 

Sponsored  by: 

OHIO  STATE  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 


SUNDAY,  April  19, 1992 

3:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

3:00  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

MONDAY,  April  20, 1992 

7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

7:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

8:30  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m . Tour  #1  -  Historic  Columbus  &  Greek  Cathedral 

8:30  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m . Tour  #2  -  Columbus  Metrotour 

12:00  n  to  completion . Executive  Board  -  Luncheon  meeting 

TUESDAY,  April  21, 1992 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

8:00  a.m.  to  5:45  p.m . Tour  #3  -  Granger  Gardens  &  Quail  Crest  Farm 

8:00  a.m.  to  5:45  p.m . Tour  #4  -  Malabar  Farm,  Malabar  Inn  &  Kingwood  Center 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Board  of  Directors  Opening  Meeting 

6:30  p.m.  - 10:15  p.m . Tour  #5  -  Potpourri  of  Special  Places 

10:15  p.m . Publications  Committee  Meeting 

WEDNESDAY,  April  22, 1992 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

8:15  a.m.  -to  4:30  p.m . Tour  #6  -  Chillicothe  and  Adena 

8:15  a.m.  to  5:15  p.m . Tour  #7  -  Dawes  Arboretum,  Bryn  Mawr  and  Granville 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . Convention  Committee  Meeting 

10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . Shows  &  Judges  Committee  Meeting 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Lancaster  Promotional  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

1:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 
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2:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m . 1st  VP  meets  with  Committee  Chairmen 

2:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m . 2nd  VP  meets  with  Committee  Chairmen 

2:00  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m . 3rd  VP  meets  with  Committee  Chairmen 

4:00  p.m.  to  5:30  p.m . Open  Forum 

6:00  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m . Classification  &  Entries  for  convention  workers  ONLY 

6:15  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m . . . Tour  #8  -  An  Evening  in  German  Village 

8:00  p.m.  to  completion . Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

THURSDAY,  April  23, 1992 

7:30  a.m.  to  3:30  p.m . Judging  School 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

8:00  a.m.  to  9:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  open 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Hospitality  Room 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:30  a.m . Classification  &  Entries 

9:30  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Tour  #9  -  The  Air  Force  Museum 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:45  p.m . Tour  #10  -  Inniswood  Botanical  Garden 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Lancaster  Promotional  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

12:30  p.m.  to  6:00  p.m . Classification  &  Entries 

1:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Hospitality  Room 

3:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Salary  Committee  Meeting 

7:30  p.m.  to  9:00  p.m . President's  Reception  for  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors 

8:00  p.m.  to  10:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  Room  open 

8:00  p.m.  &  9:30  p.m . Social  Hour  &  Slides 

11:00  p.m . Design  work  will  close  for  the  night 

FRIDAY,  April  24, 1992 

7:00  a.m.  to  8:00  a.m . Design  Exhibitors  will  be  permitted  to  work  on  their  designs 

for  replacement  of  blossoms  ONLY, 

7:00  a.m.  to  8:45  a.m . Teachers  Breakfast 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

9:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m . Instructions  for  those  judging  and  clerking  for  the  show 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  open 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Hospitality  Room 

9:30  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Presentation  1 

"New  Cures  on  the  Horizon"  (pests) 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

9:30  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Presentation  2 

"Winners  on  the  Horizon"  (horticulture) 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 
10:00  a.m.  to  completion . Judging  of  the  show 
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10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Lancaster  Promotional  Table  ' 

1:00  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m . Presentation  3 

"Blue  was  our  Heritage,  but  is  the  Rainbow  on  the  Horizon?" 
Speaker  -  Dr.  Jeff  Smith 

1:00  p.m.  to  2:30  p.m . Presentation  4 

"Little  Winners  on  the  Horizon"  (miniatures) 

Speaker  -  Patricia  Champagne 

1:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Hospitality  Room 

3:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p,m . Presentation  5 

"Trailing  into  the  Horizon"  (trailers) 

Speaker  -  Jamie  Christiansen 

3:00  p.m.  to  4:30  p.m . Presentation  6 

"Winners  on  the  Horizon"  (horticulture) 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Richard  Nicholas 

4:30  p.m.  to  completion . Photography  -  AVM 

4:30  p.m.  to  completion . Photography  -  Library 

5:30  p.m.  to  6:30  p.m . Opening  Reception  (cash  bar) 

6:30  p.m.  to  completion . Opening  Dinner 

Amateur  Awards  to  be  presented: 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best  in  Show 

-  Best  and  2nd  Best  AVSA  Collections 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best  Granger  Collections 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collections 

-  Best  Standard 

-  Best  Miniature 

-  Best  Semiminiature 

-  Best  Trailer 

-  Sweepstakes  and  Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Horticulture 
Design  Awards  to  be  presented 

-  Best  and  2nd  Best  in  Design 

-  Sweepstakes  and  Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Design 
Commercial  Awards  to  be  presented 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best,  4th  Best  Display  Tables 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best,  4th  Best  Horticultural  Perfection 
Display  Tables 

-  Best  African  Violet  from  Display  Tables 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best  New  Cultivars 

-  Best  in  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 

-  Best  and  2nd  Best  AVSA  Collections 

-  Best,  2nd  Best,  3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collections 


9:30  p.m.  to  12:00  midnight . Show  open  to  AVSA  Convention  Registrants  Only 

9:30  p.m.  to  11:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  Open 

SATURDAY,  April  25, 1992 

6:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m . Show  Room  open  for  photography 

(Convention  Registrants  ONLY) 
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7:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m . Commercial  Members  Breakfast 

7:15  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m . Judges  Workshop  &  Breakfast 

8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Convention  Registration 

8:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Convention  Information 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Show  Room  open  to  Convention  Registrants  &  the  public 

9:00  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Commercial  Sales  open 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

9:00  a.m.  to  11:00  a.m . Hospitality  Room 

9:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . Agriculture  Officials  available  to  certify  plant  materials 

for  transporting  into  controlled  countries  and  states 

9:15  a.m.  to  10:30  a.m . Presentation  7 

''New  Cures  on  the  Horizon"  (pests) 

Speaker  -  Dr.  Charles  Cole 

9:15  a.m.  to  10:45  a.m . Presentation  8 

"New  Designers  View  over  the  Horizon" 

Speaker  -  Bob  Green 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Lancaster  Promotional  Table 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m . Building  Fund  Table 

11:00  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m . Presentation  9 

Beginners  Forum 
Moderator:  Mary  Boland 
Panel:  Charles  Cole,  Kent  Stork  &  Anne  Tinari 

1:00  p.m.  to  3:30  p.m . Luncheon 

Slides  of  new  introductions 

2:00  p.m.  to  5:00  p.m . Hospitality  Room  open 

2:30  p.m.  to  3:00  p.m . AVSA  Information  &  Sales 

3:30  p.m.  to  5:15  p.m . Annual  Membership  Meeting 

5:45  p.m.  to  6:45  p.m . PRESIDENT'S  RECEPTION  &  HOSPITALITY  HOUR 

Meet  &  congratulate  the  show  winners  during  this  reception 
(non-alcoholic  punch  provided)  (cash  bar) 

6:30  p.m.  to  9:30  p.m . Installation  Banquet 

Awards  to  be  presented: 

-  Tinari  Greenhouses  Membership  Award 

-  Publications  Awards 

-  Honorary  Society  Awards 

9:45  p.m.  to  11:00  p.m . Show  Room  open 

11:10  p.m . Instructions  for  entry  check  out 

11:00  p.m.  to  completion . N.  Y.  State  Meeting 

SUNDAY,  April  26, 1992 

6:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . Commercial  Sales  break  down 

7:00  a.m.  to  9:00  a.m . Future  Conventions  Breakfast 

8:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m . Entries  check  out 

10:00  a.m.  to  12:00  noon . Show  Room  clean  up 

10:00  a.m.  to  completion . Board  of  Directors  Meeting 

12:00  noon  to  1:00  p.m . Board  of  Directors  Luncheon 

ALL  AREAS  MUST  BE  CLEARED  BY  12:00  NOON 
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Convention  Tours 


Tour#l 

Monday,  April  20, 1992 

^DBOOVER  Leave:  8:30  a.m. 

Return  12:30  p.m. 

HISTORIC  COLUMBUS 
&  THE  GREEK  CATHEDRAL 

Tour  Columbus  with  Rich  Broderick  whose 
excellent  and  knowledgeable  commentary  will 
entertain  and  educate  you  in  this  beautiful  city. 
See  such  old  neighborhoods  as  German  Village, 
Victorian  Village,  and  the  Brewery  District.  At 
the  historic  Kelton  House,  you  will  be  greeted 
by  authentically  costumed  docents  who  will 
take  you  on  a  tour  of  this  beautiful  Victorian 
mansion.  You  will  also  see  the  beautiful  Victo¬ 
rian  Village,  the  Governor's  Mansion  and  end 
this  exciting  tour  at  the  modem,  breathtaking 
Church  of  the  Anunciation.  This  newly  built 
multi-million  dollar  Greek  Cathedral  is  filled 
with  Middle  East  craftsmanship. 

Return  to  the  hotel  on  the  bus  or  walk  the  two 
short  blocks  to  the  hotel.  You  may  want  to  take 
in  the  historic  Clock  Restaurant,  only  a  few 
blocks  from  the  Cathedral.  The  bus  driver  will 
be  glad  to  drop  you  there. 


Tour  #2 
Monday,  April  20, 1992 

Leave:  8:30  a.m. 
Return:  5:00  p.m. 
Travel  time 
to  first  stop  -  30  nrdn. 

COLUMBUS 
METROTOUR 
Bulletin:  The  Panda  Bears 
from  China  will  be  in  residence! 

We  start  this  wonderful  day  with  a  guided 
tour  of  the  Columbus  Zoo.  See  the  largest  chee¬ 
tah  and  reptile  collection  in  North  America.  The 


Columbus  Zoo  has  one  of  the  most  successful 
breeding  programs,  in  the  world,  of  lowland 
gorillas.  "Ma  Colo"  and  two  generations  of  her 
descendants  will  be  on  view. 

Next  we  will  visit  a  most  unusual  restaurant, 
Biddies  Coach  House.  This  grand  old  house, 
decorated  with  handpainted  murals  and  nu¬ 
merous  antiques,  was  a  stage  coach  inn  back  in 
1830.  We  will  enjoy  a  tea  basket  lunch  with  soup 
or  salad,  finger  sandwiches,  beverage  and  des¬ 
sert. 

After  lunch  we  will  journey  to  Ohio  State 
University  for  a  guided  tour  around  the  cam¬ 
pus  and  then,  as  the  grand  finale,  enter  the 
Wexner  Center  for  the  Contemporary  Arts. 
This  architecturally  controversial  building  is 
impressive  and  will  capture  your  attention. 
There  we  will  be  treated  to  several  interesting 
exhibits  including,  "Black  and  White,"  which 
traces  haut  couture  from  the  1920s  to  today. 

Bring  your  cameras  and  wear  your  walking 
shoes. 

Toiur  #3 
Tuesday,  April  21, 1992 

Leave:  8:00  a.m. 
Return:  5:45  p.m. 
Travel  time  2  hours  to  first  stop 

GRANGER  GARDENS 
&  QUAIL  CREST  FARM 

Travel  to  Medina,  the  home  of  Eyerdom's 
Granger  Gardens.  There  you  will  have  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  see,  order  or  buy  the  many  out¬ 
standing  offspring  of  Eyerdom  creativity.  Only 
half  an  hour  from  Medina  is  a  beautiful  old 
bank  barn  which  has  been  turned  into  a  great 
restaurant.  The  Bam,  filled  with  wonderful 
antiques,  quilts,  old  farm  tools  and  fabulous 
food  which  is  served  family  style.  Our  meal  will 
include  a  choice  of  meats,  numerous  vege¬ 
tables,  bread,  beverage  and  assorted  cream 
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pies.  Also  on  the  ground  of  The  Bam  are  several 
gift  shops.  Stroll  around  the  lake,  feed  the 
ducks,  view  the  garden  or  just  relax. 

Next  we  will  visit  Quail  Crest  Farm  where 
you  will  see  an  extraordinary  array  of  herbs 
(live  or  dried),  over 300  varieties  of  field  and  p)ot 
grown  perennials.  Visit  the  gift  shops  contain¬ 
ing  a  wonderful  variety  of  crafts,  Ohio  baskets, 
mgs,  dolls,  specialty  cookbooks,  stained  glass, 
pewter,  garden  statuary  and  terra-cotta  plant¬ 
ers.  So,  bring  your  checkbook  and  a  large  shop¬ 
ping  bag  on  this  full  and  exciting  day. 

Tour  #4 
Tuesday,  April  21, 1992 
Leave:  8:00  a.m. 
Return:  5:45  p.m. 
Travel  time 
to  first  stop  -  1:45  min. 

MALABAR  FARM, 
MALABAR  INN 
KINGWOOD  CENTER 

Come  journey  with  us  to  some  of  the  loveliest 
scenery  that  you  could  ever  want  to  see.  Gentle, 
verdant  curves,  green  and  restful  with  rolling 
hills  is  the  setting  for  the  home  of  Louis 
Bromfield's  Malabar  Farm.  This  914-acre  state 
park  is  a  working  farm  with  a  small  beef  and 
dairy  herd.  The  Bromfield  Mansion  of  32  beau¬ 
tifully  appointed  rooms  will  be  available  for  us 
to  tour.  Lauren  Bacall  &  Humphrey  Bogart  were 
married  in  the  garden  here. 

Our  delightful  lunch  of  stuffed  chicken 
breast,  salad,  rolls,  vegetables,  beverage  and 
carrot  cake  will  be  in  the  historic  restored  Mal¬ 
abar  Inn.  Originally  an  old  stage  coach  inn  built 
in  1820,  this  building,  with  walls  two  feet  thick, 
is  a  place  not  to  be  missed. 

After  lunch  we  will  travel  to  Mansfield,  Ohio, 
and  there  enjoy  the  Kingwood  Center.  Its  many 
gardens,  wonderful  mansion,  greenhouses, 
fragrant  and  overflowing  with  color,  present  a 
wonderful  variety  of  plants  from  all  over  the 
world.  The  gardens  in  April  should  be  filled 


with  a  vista  of  daffodils  and  tulips.  Bring  your 
camera  and  be  prepared  for  a  beautiful  day! 

Tour  #5 
Tuesday,  April  21, 1992 

Leave:  6:30  p.m. 
Return:  10:15  p.m. 

POTPOURRI 
OF  SPECIAL  PLACES 

The  stops  on  this  tour  are  too  interesting  to  be 
missed  each  one  unique  and  wonderful. 
First  we  will  see  the  Topiary  Park.  It  contains  55 
larger-than-life  figures,  a  dog  and  a  monkey 
and  a  small  lake  with  four  topiary  boats.  Make 
sure  you  have  your  camera  and  lots  of  film. 

We  will  next  venture  to  the  exact  replica  of 
Christopher  Columbus'  flagship,  the  Santa 
Maria,  which  will  be  at  the  riverfront  for  your 
insp)ection.  On  our  way  to  the  Cultural  Arts 
Center  we  will  pass  Bicentennial  Park,  with  its 
beautiful  fountain,  and  bed  after  bed  of  flow¬ 
ers.  The  Cultural  Arts  Center,  with  its  Itali- 
anate-style  building,  was  once  the  Ohio  State 
Arsenal.  It  now  houses  a  remarkable  beehive  of 
artistic  activities  and  displays  and  the  view 
from  the  third  floor  is  breathtaking. 

The  evening  will  culminate  with  a  special 
dinner  at  the  Kahiki  Pol3mesian  Supper  Club. 
The  menu  includes  egg  roll,  chicken  rumaki, 
shrimp  toast,  coconut  chicken,  shrimp  lomain, 
Szechuan  spicy  beef,  fortune  cookie  and  bever¬ 
age.  This  is  the  one  tour  you  won't  want  to  miss! 


Tour #6 

Wednesday,  April  22, 1992 

Leave:  8:15  a.m. 
Return:  4:30  p.m. 
Travel  time 
to  first  stop  1:15  min 


HISTORIC  CHILLICOTHE, 
MOUND  CITY  &  ADENA 


South  of  Columbus  is  some  of  the  most  his- 
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torically  interesting  land  in  Ohio.  In  Ross 
County,  we  will  see  the  burial  grounds  of  the 
pre-historic  Hopewell  Indians.  A  National  Park 
Ranger  will  tell  us  about  this  ancient  and  mys- 
terious  culture  which  created  a  busy  society 
with  elaborate  burial  systems  and  mounds,  at 
the  time  of  the  Egyptian  pharoahs.  Next  we  will 
visit  "Adena/'  the  home  of  Ohio's  sixth  gover¬ 
nor,  Thomas  Worthington.  His  beautiful  home 
is  furnished  with  antiques  of  the  1810  period 
and  sits  on  a  lovely  Mil  overlooking  the  Scioto 
River  Valley.  TMs  is  an  arcMtectural  gem  not  to 
be  missed. 

Our  lunch  has  been  arranged  by  Emilie  Sav¬ 
age  at  the  CMllicothe  Country  Club  and  should 
prove  a  totally  relaxing  time.  We  will  dine  on 
Oriental  cMcken  salad  in  patty  shells. 

After  lunch  we  will  meet  the  Director  of  the 
Ross  County  Historical  Society  who  will  escort 
us  through  CMllicothe  to  the  many  important 
and  Mstorical  sites.  Beautiful  homes,  restored 
estates,  old-fashioned  street  lights,  brick  streets 
—  Middle  America  at  its  best.  A  great  day  and 
still,  we  will  get  back  in  time  to  rest  before  the 
evening  tour. 


Tour  #7 

Wednesday,  April  22, 1992 
Leave:  8:15  a.m. 
Return:  5:15  p.m. 
Travel  time  to 
the  first  stop  -  1  hour 

DAWES  ARBORETUM, 
BRYN  MAWR, 
GRANVILLE 


Dawes  Arboretum  is  umque.  It  contains  the 
northern  most  swamp  in  the  Umted  States  and 
one  of  the  best  Japanese  gardens  in  the  nation — 
plus,  a  hedge  with  letters  145  Mgh  and  2,050  feet 
long.  There  is  a  tower  from  which  you  may  view 
tMs  spectacle.  Dawes  also  features  a  collection 
of  flowering  crabapple  trees,  beautiful  gardens 
and  is  a  bird  sanctuary  as  well.  Inspect  the 
garden  center.  TMs  garden  contains  an  exten¬ 


sive  collection  of  bonsai  and  a  fine  gift  whop 
wMch  youTl  want  to  visit.  Lunch  will  be  at  Bryn 
Mawr,  a  restored  Victorian  mansion  which  was 
built  in  1853.  The  colonaded  entry,  12-foot  ceil¬ 
ing,  marble  fireplaces  and  crystal  chandeliers 
will  entrance  you  —  to  say  notMng  of  the  ele¬ 
gant  food.  Lunch  will  be  quiche,  beverage  and 
selection  of  desserts.  Following  lunch  we  will 
visit  picturesque  GranHlle  with  time  for  you  to 
explore  tMs  tranquil  village,  complete  with  a 
wMte  church  steeple,  charming  small  shops 
and  the  Old  Buxton  Inn.  Browse,  shop  or  stroll 
and  relax.  A  truly  magnificent  day! 


Sausa^Haus 
und  Restaurant 


Tour  #8 

Wednesday,  April  22, 1992 
Leave:  6:15  p.m. 
Return:  10:00  p.m. 

AN  EVENING 
IN  GERMAN  VILLAGE 


Did  you  ever  have  an  overwhelming  urge  to 
sing  jolly  German  drinking  songs  and  bang 
your  mug  on  the  table  and  not  have  to  worry 
about  a  designated  driver  or  whether  anyone 
else  has  a  designated  driver?  Well,  here  it  is!  We 
are  going  to  have  a  rousing  good  time  at  one  of 
Columbus'  favorite  places  for  good  food  and  a 
good  time.  Don't  worry,  if  s  really  very  sedate, 
and  well  have  our  own  party  room. 

The  menu  is  to  be  a  German  Village  Buffet 
(Schmidf s  own  bratwurst,  smoked  Bahama 
Mamas,  German  potato  salad,  hot  kraut  &  pork, 
coffee,  tea,  beer,  various  breads  plus  roast  beef 
au  jus  and  ending  with  the  unbelievable,  fa¬ 
mous,  Schmidf  s  jumbo  cream  puff.  You  won't 
believe  it  until  you  see  it  (pardon  me,  eat  it)! 

After  this  pleasurable  experience,  you  will 
visit  a  book  store  that  has  grown  like  Topsy  to 
an  unbelievable  27--room  storehouse  of  every 
beautiful  book  that  you  have  ever  dreamed  of 
finding  at  a  bargain.  They  have  promised  to 
order  a  whole  table  of  books  on  African  violets. 
Knowing  from  experience  how  few  of  those  are 
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in  print,  it  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  well 
they  do.  Come  along  for  the  fun  and  great  food. 

Wait  until  you  taste  the  famous  Bahama 
Mama  sausage  and  the  sweet  kraut!  It'll  make 
you  remember  Columbus.  Add  to  your  antici¬ 
pation  by  reading  Mary  Martin's  article,  "His¬ 
toric  Columbus  Village,'  in  the  September/ 
October  1991  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Maga¬ 
zine. 


Tour  #9 

Thursday,  April  23, 1992 
Leave:  9:30  a.m. 
Return:  6:00  p.m. 
Travel  time 
each  way  -  1:45  min 


OFF  WE  GO ... 
INTO  THE  WILD  BLUE  YONDER 
FLYING  HIGH ...  INTO  THE  SUN 

and  our  destination  will  be  Fairborn,  Ohio, 
and  the  Air  Force  Museum,  repository  of 
memories  and  memorabilia  from  the  history  of 
flight  and  the  U.S.  Air  Force! 

Come  along  for  an  unforgettable  journey  into 
the  past  of  our  country  and  the  world  of  flight. 
Be  prepared  to  lunch  at  your  leisure  in  the 
Museum  Cafe,  and  take  in  the  two  marvelous 
films  at  your  convenience  in  the  IM  AX  Theater. 
"The  Dream  is  Alive,"  (this  is  a  must  for  all  on 
this  tour),  will  give  you  the  incredible  sensation 
of  flight  in  the  space  shuttle,  while  in  "To  Fly," 
you  will  travel  past  the  speed  of  sound  with  the 
Blue  Angels  and  feel  the  marvelous  serenity  of 
a  balloon  ascent  over  the  glorious  peaks  of 
Hawaii. 

At  the  museum  there  are  over  200  aircraft  for 
your  inspection  and  artifacts  from  our  earliest 
flights  through  space.  What  a  day  is  in  store  for 
you!  This  is  a  trip  that  you  won't  want  to  miss. 
At  9:30  a.m.  we'll  be  boarding  and  then  up  and 
away  for  landing  at  the  Hyatt  by  6:00  p.m. 
(Movies  and  lunch  are  on  your  own.) 


fjifi  Inniswood 

II  Botanical  Garden  and  Nature  Preserve 


Tour  #10 
Thursday,  April  23, 1992 

Leave:  9:00  a.m. 
Return:  12:45  p.m. 

Travel  time 
each  way  -  30  min. 

INNISWOOD 
BOTANICAL  GARDEN 
AND  NATURE  PRESERVE 

Bring  your  camera  and  let  a  friend  "shoot" 
you  framed  in  the  moon  window  of  the  gazebo 
or  beside  its  small  pool  and  fountain. 

This  great  garden  was  founded  with  the  gift 
of  a  37-acre  estate.  Later  54  more  acres  were 
added  to  the  initial  gift. 

It  is  a  wonderful  bird  sanctuary  among 
magnificent  beech-maple  forests  and  gardens 
of  extraordinary  beauty. 

The  Park  District  has  added  a  beautiful  herb 
garden  partly  planned  and  wholly  maintained 
by  the  Central  Ohio  Chapter  of  the  Herb  Society 
of  America. 

The  original  rock  garden  was  renovated  this 
year. 

You  will  delight  in  the  many  kinds  of  wildlife 
which  reside  within  this  lovely  garden  —  in¬ 
cluding  deer  who  love  the  buds  in  the  rose 
garden. 


Future  Convention  Dates 

Columbus,  OH  -  April  20  -  26, 1992 
Lancaster,  PA  -  April  19  -  24, 1993 
Denver,  CO  -  May  23  -  28, 1994 
St.  Louis,  MO  -  May  22  -  27, 1995 
Atlanta,  GA  -  May  23  -  27, 1996 
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1992  Columbus  Convention/Show  Awards 


Esther  Edwards  Wells,  Awards  Chairman 


SOCIETY  AWARDS 
Amateur  Division 

Best  African  Violet  -  Silver  Cup  and  Rosette 
2nd  Best  African  Violet  -  Award  of  Merit  Ro¬ 
sette  and  $15 

3rd  Best  African  Violet  -  Honorable  Mention 
Rosette  and  $10 

Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Gold  Rosette 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Purple  Rosette 
Best  Miniature  -  Rosette 
Best  Semiminiature  -  Rosette 
Best  Standard  -  Rosette 
Best  Trailer  -  Rosette 
Best  Other  Gesneriad  -  Rosette 
Sweepstakes  in  Horticulture  -  Rosette 
Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Horticulture  -  Ro¬ 
sette 

Design  Division 
Amateur  and  Commercial 

Best  Design  -  Silver  Cup  and  Rosette 
2nd  Best  Design  -  Rosette 
Sweepstakes  in  Design  -  Rosette 
Sweepstakes  Runner-Up  in  Design  -  Rosette 
Commercial  Specimen  Plants 
Best  African  Violet  -  Silver  Cup  and  Blue  Ro¬ 
sette 

Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Gold  Rosette 
2nd  Best  AVSA  Collection  -  Purple  Rosette 


Commercial  Display  Tables 

Best  Display  Table  -  Silver 

2nd  Best  Display  Table  -  Silver 

3rd  Best  Display  Table  -  Silver 

4th  Best  Display  Table  -  Honorable  Mention 

Rosette 

Best  Horticultural  Perfection  -  Blue  Rosette 
2nd  Best  Horticultural  Perfection  -  Red  Rosette 
3rd  Best  Horticultural  Perfection  -  White  Ro¬ 
sette 

4th  Best  Horticultural  Perfection  -  Lavender 
Rosette 

Best  African  Violet  -  Rosette 
Best  New  Cultivar  -  Blue  Rosette 
2nd  Best  New  Cultivar  -  Red  Rosette 
3rd  Best  New  Cultivar  -  White  Rosette 
Best  New  Cultivar  from  display  tables  or  speci¬ 
men  plants  -  Plaque 

Affiliate  Yearbooks 
Best  Yearbook  -  Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
2nd  Best  Yearbook  -  Red  Rosette  and  $35 
3rd  Best  Yearbook  -  White  Rosette  and  $25 
4th  Best  Yearbook  -  Lavender  Rosette  and  $10 
Affiliate  Newsletters  (16  pages  or  less) 
Best  Newsletter  -  Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
2nd  Best  Newsletter  -  Red  Rosette  and  $25 
Affiliate  Magazines  (more  than  16  pages) 
Best  Magazine  -  Blue  Rosette  and  $50 
2nd  Best  Magazine  -  Red  Rosette  and  $25 


SPECIAL  AWARDS 
Amateur  Division  -  Specified  Awards 


Best  Granger  Collection . . . $300 

2nd  Best  Granger  Collection  . . . . . . $200 

3rd  Best  Granger  Collection  . . . . $100 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection . ..$300 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection . $200 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection . .$100 

Best  Vintage  Violet  Class  47a . . . $10 

Best  Vintage  Violet  Class  47  b . $10 


Donated  by 

Friends  of  Dale  Eyerdom 
Friends  of  Dale  Eyerdom 
.................Ohio  State  AVS 

..Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
..Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
...Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

. . Emilie  Savage 

. Emilie  Savage 


Specific  Varieties 

Donated  by 

Dawn  Michelle . . . $25 . Patches  &  Pots 

Emilie  Savage . . . $10 . Emilie  Savage 
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Everdina . 

Happy  Cricket . 

Judy  Partain ............... 

Lucy  Locket . 

Mickey  Mouse . 

Ness'  Viking  Maiden 

Ohio  Heritage . 

Petite  Jewel. . 

Precious  Pink . 

Pride  of  Columbus .... 
Rob's  Fiddle  Paddle.. 

Sugar  Bear  Blues . 

Sundown  Trail . 

White  Cameo . . . 


$10 . . . .....Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

$10 . . . . . Town  &  Country  AVS 

$10 . . . . . . . . . ..Judy  Partain 

$15 . . . Mary's  V  iolet  Joy 

$10 . . . . . .....Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

$10 . . . Midland  Violets 

$25 . . . .......Ruby  Cox 

$10 . . . .....Magic  Knight  AVS 

$10 . .  J.  R.  &  Hortense  Pittman 

$50 . . . . .  J.  R,  &  Hortense  Pittman 

$20 . . . Ralph  Robinson 

$10 . . . Midland  Violets 

$10 . ....J.  R.  &  Hortense  Pittman 

$25 . . . .Tinari  Greenhouses 


OTHER  AWARDS 

$100  donated  by  Lone  Star  AV  Council 
$75  donated  by  Springfield  AVC  (OH) 

$50  donated  by  AVS  of  Minnesota,  Upper  Pinel¬ 
las  AVS 

$30  donated  by  Ohio  State  AV  Judges  Council 
$25  donated  by  Alpha  AVS,  AV  Study  Club  of 
Houston,  AVS  of  Canton  (3),  AVS  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  Baltimore  AVC  (2),  Central  Texas 
Judges  Council,  First  AVS  of  Dallas,  First 
AVS  of  Wichita  Falls,  First  Nighter  AVS  of 
Dallas,  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AVC,  Mid- 
America  AVS,  Missouri  Valley  AVC,  New 
Jersey  Council  of  AV  Judges,  Quad  City 
AVS,  Spring  Branch  AVC,  Tristate  AV 
Council,  David  Buttram 
$20  donated  by  AVS  of  Lower  Bucks  County, 
Bellflower  AVS,  Yvonne  &  L.  T.  Ozio,  Jr. 


$15  donated  by  Bluff  City  AVC,  Central  Florida 
AVS,  Flowertown  Violet  Club,  New  York 
City  AVS,  Inc.,  St.  Louis  AV  Judges'  Coun¬ 
cil,  Bill  &  Paula  Foster,  Leonard  &  Elaine  Re 

$10  donated  by  Amethyst  AV  Club  (2),  AV 
Hobbyists  of  Sacramento,  AVS  of  Greater 
Kansas  City,  AVS  of  San  Francisco,  Brew 
City  Violeteers,  Cen-Tex  Rainbow  AVC, 
Fort  Worth  AVS,  Hoosier  AVS,  NASA 
Area  AVS,  Nite  Bloomers  AVS,  Pied  Pipers 
AVS,  Tampa  AVS  (5),  Thousand  Oaks 
AVS,  Town  &  Country  AVS,  Union  County 
Chapter  (2),  Unpredictable  AV  Club,  Wis¬ 
consin  Council  of  AV  Clubs,  Carroll  Gealy, 
Edward  E.  Hoefer,  Alma  S.  Hummer,  Judy 
Partain,  Sue  Ramser,  Pat  Richards,  Libby 
A.  Watkins 

Rosette  donated  by  AVS  of  Western  New  York 


Commercial  Division  -  Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 

Donated  by 

Best  Holtkamp  Collection..... . $300 . ....Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

2nd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection . . . $200 . Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

3rd  Best  Holtkamp  Collection, . . . ...$100  ..........Holtkamp  Greenhouses 

Other  Awards  -  Commercial  Specimen  Plants 
$10  donated  by  Joan  Halford,  Tri-City  AVS,  The  African  Violetry 

Specified  Awards  -  Commercial  Display  Tables 


Best  Display  Table  . . . . . . . . $300 . 

2nd  Best  Display  Table . . . $200 . 

3rd  Best  Display  Table . . . . . ......$100 . 

Best  African  Violet . . . . . $25 .. 

Best  New  Cultivar . . . $25 .. 

2nd  Best  New  Cultivar . . . . . . . $25 .. 

3rd  Best  New  Cultivar . . . $25 .. 

Best  Horticultural  Perfection  . . . . .....Silver 


Donated  by 

. .......Columbus  AVS 

. Ohio  State  AVS 

. . Cincinnati  AVS 

..Parmatown  AV  Club 
..Parmatown  AV  Club 
..Parmatown  AV  Club 
Town  &  Country  AVS 
...New  York  State  AVS 
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mini  -  tidbits 


Florence  Naylor 
2647  Harbor  Boulevard 
Ventura^  CA  93001 


Happy  New  Year  to  you  all!  It's  that  time 
once  again  to  vote  for  your  25  favorite  mini¬ 
atures  and  semiminiatures. 

If  you  are  sending  a  collective  list  from  one 
club,  please  indicate  how  many  people  should 
be  included  in  the  vote  count,  i.e.,  are  their  10 
people  submitting  lists  or  25  in  your  group?  Are 
the  votes  registered  as  one  vote  one  person  or  3 
out  of  15?  Although  this  is  not  essential,  it 
makes  the  tallying  of  votes  more  representa¬ 
tive. 

I  don't  mind  having  individual  lists  that  can 
be  collected  at  your  meeting  and  sent  together 
in  one  envelope.  I  also  welcome  individuals 
sending  in  their  own  lists  independently,  if  you 
don't  belong  to  a  club,  don't  live  near  an  organ¬ 
ized  club,  or,  missed  the  meeting  when  they  col¬ 
lected  the  lists. 

Last  year  we  had  a  good  cross  section  of  the 
country,  included  in  the  results.  This  year.  I'd 
like  to  hear  from  every  state  in  the  union  and 
any  other  country  that  would  like  to  participate. 
It  is  a  good  way  to  let  you  know  what  is  most 
popular  among  growers  everywhere  and 
serves  as  a  guide  for  the  new  growers  and 
hobbyists  as  to  what  they  might  expect  to  per¬ 
form  well  for  them. 

Your  25  favorite  miniatures  and  semimini¬ 
atures  can  include  trailers  as  well  as  any  single 
crown  plant.  The  deadline  for  inclusion  in  the 
1992  survey  will  be  March  31, 1992.  Any  entries 
after  the  deadline  will  be  saved  and  applied 
toward  the  1993  survey. 

I  have  had  some  interesting  responses  to  the 
"Picture  Library."  Yes,  I  will  accept  slides  as 


well  as  any  photographs  you  may  wish  to  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  library. 

At  this  point,  I  am  still  trying  to  organize  a 
suitable  format  that  will  be  conducive  to  updat¬ 
ing  and  reproduction  electronically,  so  any 
originals  you  have  will  be  welcome. 

The  idea  will  be  to  convert  the  photographs 
and  slides  of  miniatures  and  semiminiatures 
into  electronic  pictures  which  can  be  viewed  on 
a  computer  screen  or  television  monitor.  TTiis 
way,  if  you  have  a  question  as  to  what  a  specific 
variety  looks  like,  you  will  be  able  to  call  up  a 
picture  of  that  plant  variety  and  know  whether 
it  looks  like  anything  you  have  seen. 

It  would  be  nice  to  have  every  existing  vari¬ 
ety  included  in  this  "Picture  Library."  If  you 
raise  any  of  the  older  varieties,  I  am  particularly 
interested  in  preserving  pictures  of  them  before 
they  become  extinct.  When  browsing  through 
your  collection  of  photos,  if  you  happen  to  have 
one  or  two  that  you  can  spare,  please  put  your 
name,  address,  variety  name,  and  hybridizer  (if 
known)  on  the  back  and  send  it  or  them  to  me. 
I  will  also  accept  negatives  if  you  wish  to  keep 
the  original  photograph. 

As  noted  in  my  last  column,  miniatures  have 
existed  all  along.  They  occur  naturally  in 
species,  S.  shumensis  (single  crown)  and  S. 
mangungensis  var.  minima  (for  trailers).  Early 
varieties  were  usually  singles,  which  dropped 
blooms  rather  quickly  and  easily.  They  nor¬ 
mally  had  only  two  blooms  to  the  bloom  stalk, 
which  didn't  always  open  at  the  same  time  for 
a  show.  It  was  common  to  have  only  3-4  open 
blooms  on  a  plant  for  show.  Many  of  the  early 
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varieties  had  girl  foliage  which  grows  in  natural 
light  more  easily  than  tailored  foliage  in  a 
S3anmetrical  pattern.  The  redeeming  quality 
was  interesting  blooms  that  kept  people  grow¬ 
ing  the  minis,  as  well  as  size. 

Some  of  the  traits  of  the  most  popular  varie¬ 


ties  are  stick  tight  blossoms,  lots  of  blooms  per 
bloom  stalk,  and  synametrical  growth  habit. 
We've  come  a  long  way  from  the  species,  but  it 
would  be  a  shame  to  not  have  a  record  of  the 
many  varieties  between  early  varieties  and 
now. 


A  Partial  Glossary  of  African  Violet  Terms 

Part  II 

Pauline  Bartholomew 
"Growing  To  Show" 

(See  November/December  1991  for  part  one.) 


PLANT  TYPES:  The  following  types  of  African  vio¬ 
lets  are  recognized  by  A  VS  A  and  are  being  bred 
by  hybridizers  specifically  as  one  type  or  another. 
For  instance,  a  variety  listed  as  single-crown,  even 
though  it  tends  to  sucker,  can't  be  grown  and 
entered  in  a  show  as  a  trailer. 

Miniature:  A  small-growing  single-crown 
plant  with  small  leaves.  In  judged  shows, 
the  foliage  of  single-crown  miniatures  may 
not  measure  over  6"  in  diameter  (blossoms 
extending  over  the  edge  of  the  foliage  do 
not  count  in  this  measurement). 

Semiminiature:  A  compactly  growing  single¬ 
crown  plant  with  small  leaves.  In  judged 
shows,  the  foliage  of  single-crown  semim¬ 
iniatures  may  not  measure  over  8"  in  diame¬ 
ter  (blossoms  extending  over  the  edge  of  the 
foliage  do  not  count  in  this  measurement). 

Single-crown:  A  plant  with  a  single  center  of 

growth  from  which  foliage  emanates  in  a 
rosette  form. 

Standard:  A  single-crown  plant  with  large 
leaves  and  which,  at  maturity,  exceeds  8"  in 
diameter.  The  MVL  lists  "standard"  as  over 
8"  and  "large"  as  over  16".  "Large"  is  merely 
an  extra  dimension  of  "standard"  and  is 
used  only  for  descriptive  purposes  by  hybr¬ 
idizers.  There  is  no  differentiation  between 
the  two  in  judged  shows;  they  are  both 


classified  as  standards. 

Trailer:  A  plant  genetically  disposed  to  pro¬ 
duce  multiple  crowns.  African  violet  trail¬ 
ers  are  classified  as  miniature,  semimini¬ 
ature  or  standard.  There  are  two  forms  of 
trailers:  those  with  elongated  stems  that 
trail  down  around  the  pot,  and  those  with 
short  stems  whose  foliage  forms  bushy 
moimds.  There  are  no  size  limits  for  trail¬ 
ers. 

PROP  AG  ATE:  To  produce,  or  cause  to  produce,  new 
plants. 

RELATIVE  HUMIDITY:  The  ratio,  expressed  as  a 
percentage,  of  the  amount  of  water  vapor  actually 
in  the  air  to  the  total  amount  present  during 
saturation  at  the  same  temperature. 

R(X)TED  CLUMP:  A  term  used  by  commercial 
growers  to  refer  to  a  group  of  plantlets  attached  to 
the  leaf  cutting  ("mother"  leaf). 

ROSETTE:  A  cluster  of  leaves  radiating  symmetri¬ 
cally  from  a  central  stem.  In  reference  to  awards, 
a  ribbon  decoration  gathered  or  pleated  in  a  circu¬ 
lar  pattern  and  usually  with  one  or  more  stream¬ 
ers  attached. 


(Continued  on  page  46) 
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Midland  Violets 
Jean  Ness 

Third  Best  New  Introduction 
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SEEDLING:  A  plant  grown  from  seed.  After  the  plant 
has  been  propagated  vegetatively  from  a  leaf 
cutting,  the  resulting  plants  are  no  longer  re¬ 
garded  as  seedlings. 

Semidouble  blossom:  See  BLOSSOM  TYPES 

Semiminiature:  See  PLANT  TYPES 

Single  blossom:  See  BLOSSOM  TYPES 

Species:  See  FAMILY 

SPHAGNUM  MOSS:  A  long-fibered  moss  in  a  less 
decomposed  state  than  that  of  sphagnum  peat 
moss.  It  is  often  used  in  its  natural,  unmilled  state 
as  a  growing  medium  for  plants  such  as  bromeli- 
ads. 

SPORT:  A  plant  that  shows  a  marked  change  from 
the  parent  plant.  See  MUTATION. 

Standard:  See  PLANT  TYPES 

Star:  See  BLOSSOM  TYPES 

STARTER  PLANTS:  A  term  used  by  commercial 
growers  to  refer  to  immature  plants  in  small 
(usually  2-1/2")  pots. 

STEM:  The  main  stalk  or  trunk  of  a  plant. 

Striped  blossom:  See  BLOSSOM  COLORS 

SUCKER:  The  beginning  of  a  new  plant  which  forms 
near  the  base  of  a  plant  or  in  the  lower  axils.  For 
judging  purposes  in  an  African  violet  show,  a 
sucker  is  not  counted  as  such  unless  it  shows  four 
leaves  and  no  sign  of  a  bud.  A  sucker  on  a  single¬ 
crown  specimen  plant  disqualifies  it  from  being 
entered  in  a  show  since  the  plant  is  no  longer 
considered  to  have  a  single-crown. 

SYSTEMIC:  A  chemical  substance  which,  when  ab¬ 
sorbed  by  plant  tissue,  causes  the  tissue  to  be 
poisonous  to  certain  pests  and  diseases.  Soil 
drenching  is  the  usual  method  of  induction. 

SYMMETRY:  The  degree  of  a  perfect  circular  pattern 
of  foliage;  overlapping  of  foliage  evenly  spaced 


around  the  main  stem  of  the  plant;  straight  peti¬ 
oles  with  each  layer  of  leaves  progressively  larger 
than  the  preceding  layer. 

TISSUE  CULTURE  (inflorescent  culture):  Test  tube 

propagation  using  a  culture  medium  and  pro¬ 
ducing  himdreds  of  plants  from  a  minute  piece  of 
plant  tissue. 

Trace  elements:  See  FERTILIZER 

Trailer:  See  PLANT  TYPES 

Tuft:  See  BLOSSOM  TYPES 

VERMICULITE:  A  sterile,  lightweight,  brownish, 
soft-textured,  pebbly  material.  It  is  manufactured 
from  crushed  mica  ore  expanded  to  many  times 
its  original  size  through  intense  heat. 

VARIETY:  Through  common  usage,  the  terms  "cul- 
tivar"  and  "variety"  have  the  same  meaning.  See 
FAMILY  for  reference  to  species  varieties. 

VARIEGATED  FOLIAGE:  Foliage  in  which  green 
(or  various  shades  of  green)  is  combined  with 
white  and/or  one  or  more  other  colors.  These 
colors  may  include  shades  of  cream,  tan,  pink, 
and  rose.  The  different  patterns  of  variegation 
may  appear  in  random  form  or  along  leaf  edges. 
Tommie  Lou'  (named  for  one  of  the  earliest,  but 
most  distinctive  of  the  variegated  foliaged  plants) 
and  'Lilian  Jarrett'  are  types  of  variegation  that 
tend  to  retain  their  coloration  and  remain  stable  if 
proper  cultural  procedures  are  followed  and 
proper  conditions  maintained.  The  foliage  of 
"crown  variegation"  varieties  turns  green  as  it 
progresses  to  the  outer  layers  of  the  foliage.  The 
variegation  is  usually  restricted  to  the  center,  or 
crown,  of  the  plant.  This  type  of  variegation  is  not 
stable  and  may  turn  all  green  in  hot  weather 
(because  of  increased  release  of  nitrogen  in  the 
soil)  or  a  change  in  pH. 

WETTING  AGENT:  A  solution  that  is  mixed  with 
water  to  reduce  the  surface  tension  that  causes 
water  to  bead .  The  amounts  recommended  in  this 
manual  are  for  a  concentrated  brand;  check  the 
labels  for  recommended  amounts. 

WICKING:  Any  material  used  to  draw  water  from  a 
reservoir  into  the  soil  of  a  potted  plant. 
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African  Violets  Under  Lights 

Marie  Burns 

8624  Delegge  Road,  Baltimore,  MD  21237 


The  ability  of  the  African  violet  to  bloom  well 
under  artificial  lighting  makes  it  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  houseplant  today.  Violets  grown  under 
fluorescent  lights  are  actually  superior  to  their 
windowsill  grown  cousins.  Since  African  vio¬ 
lets  are  grown  for  their  beautiful  and  varied 
blossoms  and  flowering  is  triggered  by  light,  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  lighting  is  the  most  important 
aspect  of  violet  culture. 

There  are  many  excellent  professionally 
manufactured  light  carts  and  portable  fixtures 
availablut,  but  your  pocketbook  can  determine 
your  individual  set  up.  A  four-foot  fluorescent 
fixture  with  two  tubes  is  the  most  readily  avail¬ 
able  and  economical  to  use.  Try  to  purchase  the 
ceiling  type  fixtures  which  have  a  five-inch 
spacing  between  the  tubes.  These  give  a  more 
even  distribution  of  light  than  the  narrower 
shop-type  light.  Suspend  your  fixture  10-12 
inches  above  the  foliage  of  standard  size  Afri¬ 
can  violets.  Provide  a  few  inches  of  height  ad¬ 
justment  if  possible.  A  double  tube  four-foot 
fixture  will  adequately  light  a  four-foot  x  one- 
and  one-half  foot  area.  If  you  hang  two  fixtures 
side  by  side  you  can  extend  this  growing  area 
due  to  the  overlap  lighting  created. 

The  lights  are  turned  on  from  11-14  hours 
each  day.  Growth  rate  and  the  number  of  blos¬ 
soms  increase  as  ddes  the  light  hours.  Most 
growers  decrease  light  during  hot  summer 
weather  and  increase  with  the  beginning  of  fall. 
Although  you  will  see  a  dramatic  improvement 
in  your  violets,  do  not  be  tempted  to  give  more 
and  more  light.  Cultural  problems  such  as 
bunching  and  tight  centers  will  develop  if  the 
plants  are  given  too  much  lighting.  It  is  also 
impjortant  to  allow  at  least  eight  hours  of  dark¬ 
ness.  This  enables  the  plants  to  utilize  the  food 
manufactured  during  the  light  hours. 

To  further  automate  your  set  up,  purchase  a 
timer.  This  will  allow  you  more  freedom  while 
providing  the  plants  with  consistent  illumina¬ 
tion. 

It  is  possible  to  achieve  excellent  results  us¬ 
ing  various  tube  combinations.  My  preference 
is  one  cool  white  tube  and  one  Gro-Lux  wide 


spectrum  tube  in  each  fixture.  To  keep  them  at 
peak  output,  the  tubes  are  wiped  clean  every 
two  months  and  replaced  every  12-18  months 
on  a  rotating  basis.  Never  replace  both  tubes  at 
the  same  time  since  this  may  bleach  the  leaves 
of  your  violets.  If  it  is  necessary  to  replace  both 
tutes  at  once,  decrease  your  light  hours  for  a 
week  or  two.  This  will  lower  the  initial  light 
level  and  accustom  the  violets  to  the  increased 
illumination. 

Every  African  violet  plant  is  an  individual 
and  you  must  locate  the  l^st  placement  for  each 
variety,  under  lights.  If  you  are  observant,  the 
plants  will  tell  you  their  preference.  Violets 
receiving  too  much  lighting  will  develop  tight 
centers,  brittle  foliage  and  short  petioles.  The 
leaves  tend  to  turn  down  and  hug  the  pot — if  s 
almost  as  if  the  plant  is  trying  to  remove  itself 
from  the  light.  the  other  hand,  insufficient 
light  will  give  sparce  bloom,  spindly  growth, 
long  petioles  and  an  overall  leggy  plant. 

The  light  intensity  is  greatest  directly  under 
the  center  of  the  tubes  and  lessens  toward  either 
side.  You  can  further  control  light  levels  by 
either  raising  or  lowering  the  fixture  and  by 
increasing  or  decreasing  the  light  hours. 

There  are  a  few  general  rules  for  plant  place¬ 
ment.  Normally,  variegated  leaf  varieties  re¬ 
quire  more  light,  as  do  most  plants  with  dark 
leaves  and  blossoms.  The  light  green  leaves 
with  white  or  light  pink  flowers  seem  satisfied 
grown  toward  the  edges.  With  a  little  experi¬ 
menting,  it  is  possible  to  locate  the  correct  place 
for  every  plant  in  your  collection.  Allow  a  few 
weeks  for  each  location  because  results  are  not 
instantaneous.  Also,  for  symmetrical  plants,  it 
is  important  to  turn  your  violets,  even  under 
fluorescent  lighting,  since  they  tend  to  draw 
toward  the  center  of  the  fixture. 

African  violets  grown  under  fluorescent 
lighting  require  the  same  general  care  and  cul¬ 
ture  as  those  grown  in  natural  light.  Now  that 
you  are  providing  ideal  light  conditions  for  11- 
14  hours  each  day,  you  must  adjust  the  other 
growing  factors  such  as  water  and  fertilizer  to 
meet  the  increased  demand  of  the  plants. 
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Achimenes  'Desiree' 


Few  gesneriads  fill  a  hanging  basket  more 
beautifully  than  Achimenes.  A  12-inch  basket 
brinrmrdng  with  dozens  of  huge  violet,  red, 
salmon,  white  or  yellow  blooms  will  create  a 
show  stopper  in  any  fall  flower  show.  The  scaly 
rhizomes  multiply  so  rapidly  that  it  doesn't 
take  long  to  have  many  baskets.  They  winter 
well  in  a  cool,  dry  storage  area  and  will  be 
content  in  the  same  soil  for  two  to  three  years.  If 
storage  space  is  a  problem,  remove  the  rhi¬ 
zomes  and  store  them  in  plastic  bags  with 
barely  damp  vermiculite  away  from  heat  but 
above  50®. 

Achimenes  are  native  to  the  West  Indies,  areas 
of  Central  America  and  northern  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  Their  popularity  flourished  from  the  mid 
1800s  until  the  turn  of  the  century.  Then  around 
1940,  new  hybridization  created  an  ever  in¬ 
creasing  interest.  Porch  plants  are  very  popular 
now  that  the  country  and  Victorian  themes 
predominate.  The  deep  violet  flowers  provide 
perfect  contrast  with  any  light  green  foliage 
plants  like  variegated  ivy,  Caladium  or  Begonia. 
They  look  wonderful  planted  with  or  placed 
beside  Asparagus  densiflorus  sprengeni  plumosus 
or  myersii. 

From  July  to  September  these  jewels  produce 
blooms  in  profusion.  All  colors  compliment 
Fuchsia  triphylla  hybrids.  In  fact,  some  of  the 
colors  have  the  same  tonal  value.  This  past 
summer,  I  placed  some  rhizomes  in  the  same 
basket  with  Fuchsia  and  they  did  very  well; 
however,  I  waited  too  long  to  plant  them  and 
they  were  too  low  in  the  basket.  Next  year  I  will 


start  three  rhizomes  in  2-1/4"  pots  around 
March,  keep  them  in  my  light  garden  and  then 
transplant  them  among  other  plants  later  when 
it  warms  outside. 

Achimenes  'Purple  King'  remains  a  favorite 
just  because  it  is  so  very  easy  to  grow  and 
multiply.  The  front  of  my  house  faces  north 
where  window  boxes  provide  color  above  the 
shade-loving  Rhododendrons  and  Azaleas.  These 
boxes  were  filled  with  a  maroon  Coleus,  salmon 
seed  Geranium,  variegated  Vinca  and  above- 
mentioned  Achimenes.  Just  smashing! 

Pol5nner  granules  helped  hold  and  release 
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water  through  another  drought.  These  mois¬ 
ture  retaining  products  are  a  must  have  for 
planted  urns  and  baskets.  Do  not  use  more  than 
the  package  directions  specify.  If  Achimenes  dry 
out  too  many  times  they  will  lose  their  lower 
leaves  and  go  into  dormancy.  In  their  natural 
habitats  they  are  required  to  adapt  for  survival. 

They  can  be  reproduced  by  tip  or  leaf  cut¬ 
tings,  division  of  each  rhizome  by  scale  or  prop- 
agules  which  form  on  the  stem  during  stress. 
Mine  do  not  seem  to  set  seed  but  I've  seen  the 
seed  offered  from  seed  sources.  Publications  tell 
us  that  it  is  possible  to  grow  a  plant  from  each 
one  of  the  scales;  however,  these  individual 
scales  grow  very  small,  spindly  plants.  It  seems 
a  better  idea  to  start  with  just  a  few  whole 
rhizomes  in  a  four-inch  pot  which  in  a  year's 
time  will  give  enough  for  an  eight-inch  pot. 
Now,  there  are  exceptions  —  some  hybrids  will 
not  give  good  increase,  others  outdo  them¬ 
selves.  Just  remember  that  toward  the  end  of 
their  growing  cycle  they  would  benefit  from 
extra  phosphorus. 

A  good  friend  gave  me  two  miniatures  from 
Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses,  A.  Tiny  Blue'  and 
Tiny  Pink.'  They  both  have  very  serrated  leaves 
about  1-1/4  inches  long  and  from  1/4  to  1/2 
inch  wide.  The  blooms  are  a  full  inch  wide  and 
they  produce  about  three  per  leaf  node.  These 
are  very  late  in  awakening  and  late  to  bloom. 
The  reddish  stems  stay  compact  as  they  branch 
to  about  8  inches  by  October.  Before  it  becomes 
50®  at  night,  we  bring  them  into  the  light  garden 
where  they  bloom  for  another  month  or  so. 
Withhold  water  from  them  to  start  dormancy. 

To  revive  any  of  them,  about  March,  start 
watching  for  threadlike  growth.  Each  variety 
seems  to  have  an  individual  alarm  clock.  Re¬ 
frain  from  planting  them  until  you  see  growth 
because  the  rhizomes  may  rot  if  watered  while 
dormant.  I  have  read  that  they  are  very  suscep¬ 
tible  to  air  pollution,  yet  mine  do  not  seem  to  be 
affected  by  anything  but  cool  air  and  an  occa¬ 
sional  aphid.  Pests  are  not  attracted  to  them. 
Some  varieties  may  have  to  be  pinched  back  in 
order  to  make  a  full  basket.  Root  the  cuttings 


right  in  the  same  basket  and  most  likely  they 
will  have  at  least  one  rhizome  by  the  end  of 

season. 

Achimenes  have  compact,  upright  and  trail¬ 
ing  growth  habit  no  matter  how  much  or  little 
light  they  are  given.  The  variety  'Milton'  has 
thick,  almost  woody  stems  with  one  to  two 
inches  between  each  leaf  node.  Most  have 
single  flowers  but  there  are  serrddouble  and  full 
double  blooms,  too.  The  only  semidouble  to 
grow  well  for  me  is  A.  violacea  'Semi  Plena,' 
from  1858,  which  has  extra  red-purple  petals  at 
the  corolla.  It  is  also  very  compact  and  needs  a 
small  pot.  My  variety  that  gets  the  most  atten¬ 
tion  from  visitors  is  a  Worley  hybrid,  A.  'De¬ 
siree,'  which  has  full,  salmon  red  flowers  pro¬ 
duced  on  dark,  foliage  having  deep  red  re¬ 
verses.  A  huge  basket  of  this  plant  will  "knock 
the  socks  off"  any  Garden  Club  Federation 
judge  in  fall  flower  shows.  The  blooms  re¬ 
semble  double  miniature  roses  and  they  hold 
on  for  a  long  time.  The  plant  seems  to  delay 
bloom  until  each  stem  has  four  or  five  blooms 
ready  to  open  at  the  same  time.  There  are  four 
to  five  buds  at  each  leaf  axil.  It's  a  real  showy 
plant  that  the  public  thinks  is  an  Impatient 
When  you  fill  out  an  entry  tag,  be  sure  to  write 
the  whole  name,  not  just  the  abbreviation. 

To  put  the  rhizomes  into  dormancy,  chill  the 
soil  slightly,  withdraw  water,  remove  all  but 
one  inch  of  the  stems  and  remove  any  old 
foliage  that  is  on  the  soil.  After  you  have 
checked  for  pests  in  the  pot,  store  them  in  a  cool, 
dry  place.  Mark  them  well  so  that  they  are  not 
discarded. 

About  fertilization  —  do  not  apply  your 
timed-release  fertilizer  until  they  have  at  least 
two  mature  leaves.  The  soil  will  have  enough  to 
start  them.  When  you  apply  the  fertilizer, 
scratch  it  into  the  soil  so  that  the  sun  does  not 
decompose  it.  In  addition,  when  you  add  the 
polymer  moisture  granules,  mix  them  evenly 
in  ^e  soil,  don't  scratch  them  into  the  surface 
because  this  will  tend  to  keep  the  fine  roots  near 
the  soil  surface.  If  this  is  the  second  year  for  soil 
in  a  basket,  take  a  thin  dibble,  such  as  a  bamboo 
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skewer,  and  poke  the  fertilizer  down  into  the 
dry  soil.  This  does  not  damage  many  rhizomes 
and  allows  air  and  water  into  the  soil  mass  after 
winter  storage.  Add  a  drop  of  detergent  to  tepid 
water  when  you  soak  the  soil  mass  for  the  first 
time,  then  rinse.  This  breaks  the  surface  tension. 

Try  them,  youll  want  more.  Park  Seed  usu- 
ally  offers  them  in  their  catalog,  but  if  you  want 
named  varieties,  please  see  the  list  of  sources 
published  in  my  column  July/ August  1990.  Les 
Violets  Natalia,  P.  O.  Box  208,  Beecher  Falls,  VT 
05902,  catalog  $2,00,  should  be  added  to  that 
list. 

Memory  Lane 

Anne  Titian,  AVSA  Membership  and  Promo¬ 
tion  Committee  Chair,  has  rekindled  some 
great  memories  by  reading  my  'Restoration"" 
article  in  the  September,  1991,  African  Violet 
Magazine.  This  article  was  about  our  new  Pitts¬ 
burgh  Violet  Society.  From  the  beginning, 
Frank  and  Anne  Tinari  banked  a  lot  of  memo¬ 
ries  for  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America, 
Inc.  Some  are  documented  in  her  book,  "Our 
African  Violet  Heritage,""  which  she  graciously 
sent  to  the  Pittsburgh  dub  for  their  library. 
Thanks,  from  all  of  us,  everywhere. 

Anne  remembers  the  AVSA"s  ninth  conven¬ 
tion  being  here  in  Pittsburgh  at  the  William 
Penn  Hotel.  The  local  sodety,  which  was  rich  in 
membership,  hosted  a  beautiful  show  where 


she  was  on  the  team  that  judged  the  seedlings. 
A  Mr.  Johnson  was  President  and  the  conven¬ 
tion  chairs  were  Mrs.  William  Douglas  and  Mrs. 
Ross  Harness.  One  of  the  bus  trips  was  to  the 
nearby  Phipps  conservatory,  where  I  am  a 
docent.  She  remembers  meeting  Mr.  Frank 
Curto,  the  Director  at  that  time.  He  was  a  very 
famous  man  because  of  Ms  exposure  as  a  televi¬ 
sion  personality  speaking  about  horticulture 
and  promoting  the  conservatory. 

So,  here  we  are,  almost  40  years  later,  adding 
another  chapter.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
Pittsburgh  Violet  Sodety  is  exactly  one  year  old 
tMs  week  of  September,  1991,  and  that  we  have 
about  21  members.  Anne  has  encouraged  us  to 
use  every  AVSA  tool  at  our  disposal,  and  we 
will.  We  have  used  the  slide  library,  affiliate 
packages,  show  packets  and,  most  notable,  the 
African  Violet  Magazine,  Just  yesterday,  I  re¬ 
ceived  a  letter  from  a  woman  who  received  the 
magazine  in  the  Philippines  where  her  hus¬ 
band  was  stationed  at  Clark  Base.  When  it  was 
dosed,  they  were  sent  state  side  to  Coraopolis, 
PA,  only  a  few  miles  from  where  we  have  our 
local  meetings  at  the  Northland  Public  Library, 
7:30  p.m.  on  the  second  Thursday  of  each 
month.  She  said  I  should  have  published  tMs 
for  readers.- 

If  you  are  traveling  in  tMs  area,  join  us.  A 
good  violet  time  is  guaranteed. 


Proposed  Amendments  to  AVSA  Bylaws 


The  Bylaws  Committee  has  submitted  the 
following  amendments  to  be  voted  on  at  the 
annual  business  meeting,  Saturday,  April  25, 
1992,  in  Columbus,  OMo. 

Article  IV  Section  1  -  Insert  after  "Elected  Offi¬ 
cers""  and  before  "The""  "The  Elected  Offi¬ 
cers  of  tMs  Society  shall  fulfill  the  duties 
prescribed  by  these  bylaws  and  by  the 
parliamentary  authority  of  the  Society."" 
Then  the  sentence  would  read:  Elected 
Officers:  The  Elected  Officers  of  this  &ciety 
shall  fulfill  the  duties  prescribed  by  these 


bylaws  and  by  the  parliamentary  author¬ 
ity.  The  Elected  Officers  of  tMs  Society  shall 
be: 

Rationale:  To  clarify  the  intent  that  the  duties  of 
the  officers  are  described  in  the  bylaws  and 
by  the  parliamentary  authority  of  the  Soci¬ 
ety. 

Article  rv  S  ection  la  -  Insert  between  "commit¬ 
tees""  and  "during"":  "chairmanships'"  Then 
tMs  part  of  the  sentence  would  read:  fill  all 
vacancies  in  committee  chairmanships 
during  Ms/her  term: 
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Rationale:  Then  the  president  only  appoints  the 
chairmen  of  committees. 

Article  IV  Section  la  -  Strike  out  ""vice  presi¬ 
dent"  between  ""designate  a"  and  ""to 
travel"  and  insert:  "member  of  the  board  of 
directors."  Then  the  sentence  would  read: 
The  president  may  designate  a  member  of 
the  board  of  directors  to  travel  on  his/her 
behalf  if  he  she  deems  it  expedient  and  in 
the  best  interest  of  the  Society. 

Rationale:  There  could  be  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  in  the  area  that  could  perform 
the  necessary  duties  of  the  Society,  thereby 
eliminating  travel  expense. 

Article  IV  Section  2  -  Strike  out  "fifteen  (15)  nor 
less  than  fourteen  (14)"  and  insert  ""nine  (9). 
^Proviso:  That  the  amendment  shall  not  go 
into  effect  until  the  close  of  the  1992  annual 
business  meeting,  and  further  provided 
that  they  shall  not  affect  regional  directors 
already  elected. 

Rationale:  To  reduce  the  board  of  directors  to  a 

manageable  size. 

Article  V  Section  2  -  Strike  out  between  "con¬ 
clusion  of  the"  and  '"at  which  the"  "meet¬ 
ing"  and  insert  "convention."  The  sentence 
would  then  read:  The  terms  of  elected  offi¬ 
cers  shall  be  one  (1)  year  or  until  their  suc¬ 
cessors  are  elected  and  each  term  shall 
begin  at  the  conclusion  of  the  convention  at 
which  the  officers  are  elected. 

Rationale:  This  states  more  clearly  that  the  offi¬ 
cers  assume  their  duties  at  the  close  of  the 
convention. 

Article  V  Section  2  -  Strike  out  "51  %"  and  insert 
"half."  The  sentence  would  then  read:  In  the 
event  of  the  resignation  or  death  of  the 
president,  the  first  vice-president  shall  as¬ 
sume  the  duties  of  the  president,  and 
should  that  officer  serve  more  than  half  of 
the  term  it  shall  be  counted  as  a  term. 

Rationale:  Better  terminology. 

Article  V  Section  5a  -  Add  after  "past  president 
shall  serve  on  the  committee":  "and  no  two 
members  shall  be  from  the  same  state" 
strike  out  "more  than  one  term"  and  insert 


"consecutive  terms."  Then  the  sentence 
would  read:  "No  more  than  one  (1)  past 
president  shall  serve  on  the  committee  and 
no  two  members  shall  be  from  the  same 
state.  No  member  except  the  chairman 
shall  serve  consecutive  terms  on  the  com¬ 
mittee  and  the  chairman  shall  not  serve 
consecutive  terms  as  chairman." 

Rationale:  Select  a  nominating  committee  from 
a  wider  region  being  assured  no  two  will  be 
from  the  same  state.  Clarifying  the  term  of 
the  chairman. 

Article  V  Section  5d  2  -  Strike  out  "five  (5)"  and 
insert  "three  (3)."  ^Proviso:  That  the 
amendment  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  the 
close  of  the  1992  annual  business  meeting, 
and  further  provided  that  they  shall  not 
affect  regional  directors  already  elected. 
The  sentence  would  then  read:  Select  three 
(3)  nominees  for  director  from  the  file 
maintained  by  the  nominating  committee 
chairman,  attempting  to  maintain  a  geo¬ 
graphic  balance  among  all  directors. 

Article  V  Section  5d  3  -  Strike  out  "it  is  pub¬ 
lished"  and  insert  "the  membership  is  no¬ 
tified."  Then  the  sentence  would  read:  Sub¬ 
mit  the  slate  to  the  president  in  sufficient 
time  so  that  the  membership  is  notified 
forty-five  (45)  days  prior  to  the  annual 
business  meeting." 

Rationale:  To  clarify  the  intent  of  the  member¬ 
ship  being  notified. 

Article  Vn  Section  1  -  Strike  out  "fifteen  (15)" 
and  insert  "nine  (9)."  ^Proviso:  That  the 
amendment  shall  not  go  into  effect  until  the 
close  of  the  1992  annual  business  meeting, 
and  further  provide  that  they  shall  not 
affect  regional  directors  already  elected. 
The  sentence  would  then  read:  The  board 
of  directors:  shall  consist  of  elected  officers, 
the  nine  (9)  directors,  the  immediate  past 
president,  and  the  chairmen  of  the  stand¬ 
ing  committees. 

Rationale:  To  reduce  the  board  of  directors  to  a 

manageable  size. 

Article  vn  Section  4  -  Becomes  "Article  VIII" 
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(retitle)  "Executive  Committee."  Strike  out 
between  "consists  of'  and  it  shall  "elected 
officers  and  the  immediate  past  president" 
and  insert:  "President,  first  vice  president, 
second  vice  president,  third  vice  president, 
secretary,  treasurer,  immediate  past  presi¬ 
dent  and  the  chairman  of  the  finance  com¬ 
mittee."  Then  Article  VIII  would  read: 
Executive  Committee  Section  1 .  The  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee:  shall  consist  of  president, 
first  vice  president,  second  vice  president, 
third  vice  president,  secretary,  treasurer, 
immediate  past  president,  and  the  chair¬ 
man  of  the  finance  committee;  and  it  shall 
have  the  authority  to  conduct  any  neces¬ 
sary  business  of  the  Society  during  the  in¬ 
terim  between  meetings  of  the  board  of 
directors  including  authorizing  emergency 
action. 

Rationale:  By  naming  the  members  of  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  makes  it  clear  who  is  on  this 
committee.  The  chairman  of  the  finance 
committee  was  added  for  additional  input 
on  AVSA  finances.  (Renumbering  follow¬ 
ing  articles). 

Article  IX  Section  Id  -  Strike  out  "Boyce  Edens 
Research  Fund:  shall  be  responsible  for  the 
collection  of  all  donations  to  this  fund  and 
acknowledgements  of  such  donations." 

Rationale:  This  committee  has  the  same  func¬ 
tions  as  Special  Committees,  Booster  Fund 
and  Building  Fund.  This  would  change  the 
status  of  this  committee  to  be  the  same  as 
the  above  mentioned  committees,  a  Special 
Committee. 

Article  IX  Section  lb  -  Strike  out  "Cumulative 
Index:  shall  be  responsible  for  compiling  an 
index  from  the  AVM  and  forwarding  same 
to  the  editor,  meeting  publication  dead¬ 
lines. 

Rationale:  This  recommended  amendment 
came  from  the  chairman  and  the  bylaws 
committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment. 

Article  IX  Section  Im  -  Strike  out  "Miniature 
and  Semiminiature  Cultivars:  shall  be  re¬ 


sponsible  for  coordinating  with  the  plant 
registrar  and  compiling  lists  of  miniatures 
and  semiminiatures  for  publications." 
Rationale:  The  function  of  this  committee  as 
stated  above  was  transferred  to  the  Master 
Variety  List  Committee  in  a  motion 
adopted  at  the  Santa  Clara  convention 
board  of  directors  meeting.  (Motion  was 
presented  by  the  chairman.) 

Article  IX  Section  2  -  Strike  out:  "appointed" 
insert  "created."  Strike  out:  "during  the 
term"  add:  "the  chairman  shall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  president,  and  the  chairman 
shall  appoint  his/her  committee  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  president."  Then  this 
sentence  will  read:  Special  Committees: 
may  be  created  by  the  president  with  the 
approval  of  the  Executive  Committee.  The 
chairman  shall  be  appointed  by  the  presi¬ 
dent  and  the  chairman  shall  appoint  his/ 
her  committee  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
president. 

Rationale:  This  would  follow  the  same  proce¬ 
dure  that  Standing  Committees  follow. 
Article  XI  -  Strike  out:  "or  revised"  then  the 
sentence  would  read:  These  bylaws  may  be 
amended  at  any  annual  business  meeting 
or  special  meeting  of  the  membership  by  a 
two-thirds  (2/3)  vote  provided  that  the 
changes  have  been: 

Rationale:  To  amend  includes  from  one  word 
added  or  deleted  to  a  complete  revision. 
Article  Xin  -  Strike  out  entire  article. 

Rationale:  This  article  is  in  The  African  Violet 
Society  of  America,  Inc.  Articles  of  Incorpo¬ 
ration. 

The  Bylaws  Committee  recommends  that  the 
committee  be  authorized  to  correct  numbers, 
punctuation,  cross  references,  and  make  such 
other  technical  and  conforming  changes  as  may 
be  necessary  to  reflect  the  intention  of  the 
members. 

That  the  adopted  bylaw  amendments  be¬ 
come  effective  at  the  close  of  the  1992  conven¬ 
tion. 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  January/February  1992  53 


Janice  Tyler  is  shown  holding  best  in  show, 
Suncoast  Pa  isfey  Print,  at  a  recent  Des  Moines,  I A 
show.  Janice  also  won:  best  interpretive  plant 
arrangement,  best  trailer.  Teeny  Bopper,  best 
club  collection,  best  non-blooming  gesneriad,  E. 
Spooky,  2nd  best  AVSA  collection,  Ontario, 
Mauna  Loa,  PauVs  Pizzazz,  best  container  gar¬ 
den,  best  mini,  Luiiaby,  and  best  species,  S. 
tongwensis.  The  theme  for  the  show  was,  “Violet 
Stampede.” 


^  SONJA’S  VIOLETS 

P.O.  Box  83,  Omaha,  AR  72662 

New  Beauties  and  Oldies  by  leading  Hybridizers.  Starter 
plants  -  $2.50  each;  Leaf  specials,  my  choice,  labeled,  all 
different,  20/$15.00  plus  $3.50  shipping.  Li8t$1 .  refundable 
with  order.  Free  gift  with  every  order. 


Croteau  •  Decelles  •  Tremblay 

For  the  first  year,  a  new  hybridizer—  M.  Paul  Sansoucy,  at: 

A-MI VIOLEHES 

Box  #630  St-Felix  de  Valois  Quebec,  Canada  JOK  2M0 
ph.  514-889-8673  —  Michelyne  Frechette  will  take  care  of  you! 
$2  refundable  International  Shipping  Quality  first  at  home 


Mary  E.  Gall 
3200  W.  82nd  Terrace 
Leawood,  Kansas  66206 
(913)  642-4357 

Specializing  in  Minis  &  Standards 


Travis'Niolets, 

no,  BOX  42  OCHUQCKNEE.  Gk.  31773 


WOW! 

3  FREE  Violets 


Phone  1-91 2-574-51 67  (Day) 
1-912-574-5236  (Night) 


Order  now  before  Mar.  1  and  get  3  FREE  violets  of  our  choice. 
Miin.  order  for  this  special  is  1 2  Plants.  Order  from  this  ad  or  any 
of  the  300  varieties  in  our  new  1992  catelog.  Send  $1.00 
refundable  on  first  order. 


SOME  OF  THE  NEW  VARIETIES 
WE  HAVE  TO  OFFER: 

1992  1992 

HORTENSE’S  HONEYS  LYON’S 


1.  Burgandy  Kid 

2.  Cheers 

3.  DancinTeen 

4.  Honey  Rnk 

5.  Hortens© 

6.  Laughing  Teen 

7.  Lavender  Kiss 

8.  Uttle  Keepsake 

9.  Little  Sunset 

10.  PeadiyKid 

11. Pee-Wee  Purple 

12.  PepperminkGirl 

13.  PetiteTot 

14.  Sassy  Shffley 

15.  Teen  Princess 

16.  Vagabond 

TRAILERS 

17.  Beacon  Trail 

18.  Comet  Trail 

19.  Snowman 


1.  CounttyOuBt 

2.  Velvet  Halo 

3.  Smoky  Moon 

4.  Galactic  ^lash 

5.  Spring  Mist 

6.  Passion  Purrfect 

7.  Night  Secrets 

8.  Outrageous 

9.  Rrtir  Rumba 

10.  Irish  Whisper 

11.  Shades  of  Autumn 

12.  Country  Moonflght 

13.  Island  Coral 

14.  Fantasy  Mitirer 

15.  Sweet  Stuff 

16.  Victorian  Rose 

17.  Sprmgthie  Rnk 

18.  Cherry  Kiss 

19.  Wine  Coder 

20.  Victorian  Velvet 

21 .  Raspberry  Ruffles 
Smokey  Rose 


23.  Cinnamon  Spice 

24.  Risptory  Dazzle 

25.  Chasing  Sunshine 

26.  Very  Berry 

27.  Country  Sunshine 

28.  Sugar  Sweet 

29.  Shimmer  Frost 

30.  Peppermint  Mss 

31 .  Victoria  Charm 

32.  Sik-N-Honey 

33.  Starli^t  Fantasy 

34.  Uttie  Beacon 

35.  Snug^es  Uttie  Girl 

36.  Irish  Flirt 

37.  Snuggles  Lady  Dawn 

38.  Snuggles  Blushing  DoH 

39.  Irish  Dimples 

40.  Snuggles  Busy  Bee 

41.  Prancing  Pony 

42.  Snuggles  Tiny  Baby 

43.  SrHig^es  Rising  Ster 

44.  Snug^es  Big  Eyes 


Also  Lyon’s  1991  varieties  and  our  own  hybrids  &  other 
new  releases. 


Please  list  a  few  substitutes  to  help  rush  orders. 


1991  Plants  -  $3.00  each  all  others  -  $2.50  each.  Please 
add  $6.00  or  15%  whichever  is  greater  for  First  Class 
shipping. 

Shipping  starts  March  1st,  South,  April  15th,  North  - 
Weather  permitting.  All  orders  shipped  in  order  as 

received. 

Green  House  Open  7  days  a  week, 

please  call  first. 

Commercial  Member  AVSA,  Dixie, 

GSN,  GSAVC,  GAVS 
State  Inspected. 


54  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAG AZINE  January/Febmary  1992 


African  Violets  loiow  no  borders,  so 
why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada 
and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly 
publication? 

A  one-year  membership  is  only  $10.00  (family 
$12.00),  so  don't  delay. 

Please  send  your  check  to: 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan 
1573  Arbordale  Ave. 

Victoria,  B.C.  V8N  5J1 


Cryptanthus 

•/  »  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants 
for  your  African  Violet  collection 
requiring  the  same  care. 
Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes  and 
patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ‘round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information  or 
$3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington  Texas  76016 


AV  WORLD'S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  "G-T-S"  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  "If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.L.  Horne 

(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturizing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated— 112  pages 
8i  X  11  paperback 

usa/canada  -f -|  O  r* 
$1.50  p&h  +11. yo 

calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail, or  $2.50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-  A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

AVE  ^1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  75t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20ea.  surface. 


SOIL  •  SUPPLIES  •  VIOLETS  •  10008  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

African  Violets  by  Grace 

3418  Urban  Drive,  Garland,  TX  75041 

Grace  Davis 
214-278-0389 
By  Appointment  Only 

American  QCoTcinia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to  the 
Gioxinian  magazine  (6  issues)  plus  a  copy 
of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 
$18.00  Single  Membership 
$19.00  Family  Membership 

Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Jimmy  Dates,  Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV,  c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  NY 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  1 001 9 


H^aWodd 
of  Orchids 
atYour 
Fingert^! 

Jota  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating 
world  of  orchids  each  month 
when  you  become  a  member  of  the 
American  Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when 
you  open  the  American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to 
pages  filled  with  priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid 
culture  accompanied  by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid 
photographs.  A  special  advertising  section  helps  lo¬ 
cate  somces  of  orchid  plmts,  supplies,  items  from  the 
AOS  Book  Department  and  whatever  else  is  needed  to 
become  a  successful  grower. 

Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to 
your  fingertips.  Rease  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four- 
color  membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 
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CoSBCestone  VioCets 

We  will  not  be  shipping  violets  in  1992. 
Thank  you  for  your  support  in  past 
years.  Virginia  &  Jack  Marti 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANTS  AND  LEAVES 

For  Latest  Listing  of  Violets  by  Boone,  Fre- 
dette,  Granger,  Lyon,  Ness,  Robinson,  Stork, 
Smith  and  Wasmund,  send  $1 .00  to: 

Albert  G.  Krieger,  Dept  AV,  1 063  Cranbrook, 
Jackson,  Ml  49201  ph.  (517)  782-1158 

^  JUDY’S  VIOLETS  ^ 

featuring 

New  and  recent  varieties  from  Boone, 
Burns,  Ruby  Cox,  Fre(jette,  Granger, 

Bill  Johnson,  Lyon,  Munk’s  “Apaches,” 
Ness’,  Pittman,  Rob’s  &  Wasmund 

Also  featuring  Canadian  hybridizers 
Croteau,  Decelles  &  Tremblay 

Plus  many  other  favorites 

1992  Catalog  $1 .00  -  Ready  around  Feb.  15 

Free  to  1991  customers 

Orders  received  by  April  1  take  10%  discount 

9  GRAELER  DRIVE  314-997-2859 

CREVE  COEUR,  MO  631 46  ST.  LOUIS  AREA 

V  J 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  SIZES 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pof 

9"&12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

15"  &  18"  tits  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope  for 
price  list  and  current  shipping  charges. 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

ROUTE  4  BOX  309-1 

PRYOR,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 

WOW!  watch  'Em  Bl6om  ^ 

"WON  8  BLUB  RIBBONS"  •  "CAN'T  BE  WITHOUT  IT”  •  'TMTHEENVYOPMY  CLUr^  i/~ 

illJ, 


Sudbury®  Lawn  &  Carden  Products 

(formerly  Clarel) 

GRANNY’S  BLOOMERS®  For  radiantly  beautiful  African  Violets  with  full, 
long-lasting  blooms.  0-6-5  formula  with  trace  elements. 

JUNGLE  JUICE®  (2-5-4)  For  strong-rooted  Violets  with  rich,  green  leaves 
Promotes  healthy  root  and  leaf  systems. 

FLOWER  CRACKER®  (1-6-5)  Promotes  flowering  on  all  annuals,  indoors 
and  out  Excellent  for  Impatiens.  Begonias.  Geraniums.  Zinnias  and  more 

SITTING  PRETTY^'''^  (1-3-2)  Provides  delicate  nutrient  balance  Ferns 
require. 

KEEP  ’EM  BLOOMIN®  Keeps  cut  flowers  looking  fresh  and  beautiful 

ORCHIDS  EXOTICA®  (5-5-3)  Exclusively  for  Orchids  to  help  develop 
stronger  plants.  Promotes  longer-lasting  flowering 


and  succulents, 
s  root  systems 


CACTUS  JUICE®  U-7-6)  Developed  especially  for  cacti  a 
pH  5  5-5  7  plus  calcium  Helps  cacti  to  bloom  and  strengthen 

GREEN  UP'  (0-0-2-2S)  Acidifier  for  yellowing,  sick,  iron  deficient  plants 

MOONSHINE®  Velvet  leaf  shine  Exclusive  no-wipe  formula  in  handy 
trigger  spray  bottle 

ULTIMATE®  Unique  foliar  formula  feeds,  cleans  and  shines  plants  all  at 
the  same  time 


Size  Qty. 

6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 


6  oz 
8  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 

8  oz. 
22  oz 

22  oz 


SHIPPING  &  HANDLING  CHARGES 


Item  Total 


Price 
Each 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10.00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 
X  $  7  00  = 
X  $  5.00  - 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  7  00  = 

X  $18  00  = 
X  $18  00  = 

SUB 

TOTAL  $ 


Total 

Due 


Happy  Plants 
Distributing 

P.O.  Box  36983 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85067 
(602)  264-5747 

Order  Now! 

Name _ 


Address. 

City _ 

State _ 


Order  Total 

$5  00 

$5  01-15  00 

$15  01-25  00 

$25  01  + 

Add  Shipping  &  Handing  (see  chart)  $  _ 

Zip 

ADD  S&H 

$3.00 

$3.50 

$4.00 

$5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $  _ 

Phone  (  ) 
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AWARD  WINNING 
SUPER  SOIL  SUBSTANCE 

O.A.V.S.  SWEEPSTAKE  WIMNEB  ■  1§i1 
D.A.¥.S.  QUEa  OF  SHOW  - 1191 

One  pound  bag  makes  8  galore  potting  mix.  Now  you  can  make  your  own 
show  plant  mix!  Just  add  pound  bag  to  3-2-1  mix  (purchased  loctliy),  mix 
all  dry  ingridients  well,  add  1  gallon  water  and  start  pottiri  Ite  next  day. 
Nothing  else  to  buy!  Jus!  feed  your  plants  as  usual  and  watch  the  results. 
We  Guarantee!!! 

1  Pound  Trial  Bag  $4.45  -  Makes  6  gallons 
2  Pound  Bags  $7.90  -  Makes  12  gallons 
6  Pound  Bags  $19.95  -  Makes  36  giUons 
Order  direct  from:  Violits  Giiore  of  Gsorgii 

Shipped  UPS  Prepaid  mm  Late  Driwi 

(Alow  4  Weeks  For  Delivery)  (Norris  Lite  Shorts) 

Add  $1  JO  to  e§¥ir  s/h  cost  pr  erdtr  Llthonla,  GA  30OiS 


Choose  from  seven  models  of  plan!  stends. 

Send  for  free  color  catalog  on  Afriran  violets  &  supplies. 


VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 
2714  Mimrt  St,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


Tl^e  Natural  Way 
tu  Bug<»free 
Plants! 


liKtiaDe 

^AY 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs:  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
_Schgltz^.  t4090  Riverport  Drive,  Maryland  Heights,  MO  63043 


INTRODUCING  24  HOUR 
BLOSSUM  THRIP  PROTECTION 


AIR  GUARD 


SPECIAL 

207o 

Discount 

Until 

2-28-92 


Air  Guara  Misrer ................ 

1  Refill  +  Battery  ................. 

Total 

Less  Introductory 
20%  Discount ..................... 

Your  Price 

Plus  S&H. ........................ 

TOTAL 

•  EPA  Approved 

•  Approved  for  Greenhouses  &  homes 

•  Safe  around  Humans  &  Pets 

•  Each  unit  protects  an  area  of  6,000  cu.  ft. 

•  Easy  to  change  refills 

•  No  Mixing  —  No  Mess 

•  Unit  Guaranteed  2  years. 

WE  ACCEPT: 

•  VISA  •  MASTERCARD  •  CHECK  •  C.O.D. 
We  carry  a  complete  line  of  AIR  GUARD 
Fresheners  and  Konk  1  refills. 

Ask  about  our  case  quantify  discounts. 

Cal!  R  &  M  MARKETING  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-628-7387 

P&M  MARKETING 


225  F  HORIZON  DRIVE,  SUWANEE,  GA.  30174 


44.95 
.  8.95 

53.90 

10.90 

43.00 

■■3.00 

46.00 
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Garden  tools  of  the  '90s 


Listed  . 
High  Intensity 
Grow  Lights  • 


HYDROFARP^-WEST 

3135  Kerner  B!vd. 
San  Rafael,  CA  94901 

1"800"634"999i 


Rockwool  •  Geolite 
Full  Spectrum  Fluorescents 

FREE  CATALOG 

OHIO  INDOOR  GARDENING 

4967  North  High  Street 
Columbus,  OH  43214 
1^800=-833^6868 


— HYOmPONiCS  •  GfWV  LIGHTS-- 


HYDROFARIVI-  EAST 

208  RT13 
Bristol,  PA  19007 
1-800^2274567 


'At  last. a  design  book  written  primarily  for  gesneriad  enthusiasts!  -Linda  Jorgensen 

pioRAl  OesiQn  Concepts 

With 

af Rican  Violets  &  OtheR  QesneRiads 
By  Ruth  Jo  mcCoy 

f 


Make  checks  oavable  to; 


... _ 

^  aO  ^  Ruth  Jo  McCoy 

plus  $1^  postage  605  PHt^k  Ave,j  Sp.  44 
and  handling  GttCt,  CaCif,  95632 


SOME  OF  OUR 
NEW  VARIETIES  FOR  1992! 


BOONE  •  ImpBml  Halo  -  Large  rich  burgundy  wine  semidoubli  to  double  blossoms,  sometimes  with  a  hint  of  a  white  edge;  the  deep, 
occasionally  blackish  tones  of  the  fibers  are  in  beautiful  contrast  with  medium  green  and  aeam  variegated  foliage.  14  new  stendards 
to  choose  from. 

HOBBS  -  Dean's  Lega^  -  Lovely  pink  with  raspberry  overtone  and  feathery  edg^,  make  these  double  blossoms  (8  to  1 0  per  stem),  stend 
out  above  excellent  show  quality  Tommie  Lou  foliage.  6  other  fine  semiminiatures  for  this  year. 

PITTMAN  -  Sassy  ShMey  -  So  many  semidouble  pansy  blossoms  of  lavender  and  purple  are  charming  and  cover  well  formed  Tommie  Lou 
foliage.  Named  for  this  sassy  lady!  SM 16  new  minis  and  semis  plus  3  new  well  forming  trailers. 

MUNK  -  Apache  Silver  -  White  semidouble  to  double  blossoms  cover  this  pretty  Champion  variegation.  If  grown  coo!  it  has  super  yellow 
centers.  3  Ayaches  and  6  of  the  new  Rodeo  seri«. 

ROBINSON  •  Rob’s  Angelie  -  Lovefy  dbl.  fringed  white  with  rree  pink  shadings  on  edges,  glossy,  serrated,  med.  green  foliage.  M  13 
outstending  mini/semi. 

NESS  -  Double  Delight  -  Small  standard  with  white  double  blossoms  with  bright  pink  pencil  edgings  over  light  green  foliage.  Eye-ratching 
blossoms  14  new  standards  and  minis. 

CROTEAU  -  Sfy  Sand#  -  This  is  a  large  standard  with  stunning  frilled,  dark  wine  blossoms,  much  darker  ranters,  marked  a  lovely  pink 
fantffiy. 

We  also  have  the  newest  varieti^  from  Stork,  Sorano’s  little  on«,  beautiful  standards  from  Frtdelt®.  We  have  a  large  selection  of 

trailers.  Our  comp!®!®  list  is  availiW®  for$1 .00  In  stamps  or  cash.  Plants  ©f  th®  custorror’s  cholc®  W.50  ®ach.  Minimum  ©f  4  plants 
per  order.  25  or  more  starter  plants  -  $1 .50  each  Shlriefs  choke!  24  new  leaves  of  our  choici  -  $1 8.00.  New  and  previous  releases 
24  for  $14.00  or  50  for  $25.00.  Prbrity  shying  on  leaves  $3.50;  plants  $5.50.  (Over  this  amount  will  be  billed  to  the  customer.) 
Tiians  add  8-1/4%  to.  Weather  permitting  we  ship  all  year  In  the  south.  Other  states  from  April  t©  November. 

CHECK  OUR  LIST  FOR  SUPPLES  AVAILABLE  YEAR  AROUND.  Shipping  on  suppliw  $4.50. 

Our  address  ■  1 034  RAYBURN  DRIVE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  78221 .  Teiaphone  #51 2-=923-1 093^ _ 
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America’s  Finest 
African  Violets 


•  Write  for  our  fasci¬ 
nating  color  catalog 
and  growing  tips  - 

50e 

•  Visit  our  green¬ 
houses  and  retail 
store.  Open  7  days 
a  week,  year  long 

609-927-3399 


PLEASE  SEND 
FOR  OUR  FREE 
CATALOG. 


‘Ceramic  Self- 
watering 
planters  ... 

‘Oyama 
planters  ... 

‘Bowman 

Violet  food 

‘Plus 
much 
more  ... 


Since  1963 

Bowman 
African 
Violets 

P.  O.  Box  2249 
Orange.  CA  92669 
714-669-1962 


WATER-WELL™ 

CERAMIC  SELF-WATERING  PLANTERS 


Drainage  and  Aeration  Hole 


The  WATER-WELL™  is  a 
Ceramic  Self-Watering  Planter 
with  all  of  the  advantages  of  a  2 
piece  s-w  pot,  AND  MORE. 

•  AVOID  OVERWATERING 

•  ONLY  OCCASIONAL  FILLING 

•  CREATE  A  MOIST  CLIMATE 

FREE  BROCHURE  AVAILABLE 


A  Bottom  Drainage  Hole  provides 

for  aeration,  flush  watering,  and  water 
overflow.  The  level  of  the  water  in  the 
well  is  in  clear  view  and  creates  a 
healthy,  humid  environment  for  the 
plant.  No  wicks.  Capillary  action  waters 
the  plant  evenly  tinrough  the  circular 
porous  liner.  Watering  schedule  lasts 
for  several  weeks,  depending  upon  the 
plant’s  needs  and  it’s  environment 


MEMIGROWERS’ SERIES  QUANTITY 


Natural,  Terra  Cotta  S-W  Pot. 

Size 

Each 

10 

15 

25 

50 

100 

Saucers  Optional.  Please  Call. 

2-1/2 

"  $2.70 

$  21 

$  30 

$48 

$  90 

$  170 

IdeALEor  Plant  Light  Stand  Trays. 

4" 

3.30 

26 

37 

59 

110 

208 

Decorative  Series  (includes  matching  glazed  saucer): 

Terra  Cotta  Pot  Glazed  in  Your  2-1/2"  6.95  ea  5.45  ea  5.15  ea  4.95  ea  4.65  ea  4.35  ea 

Choice  of  Color:  4"  12.95  ea  10.10  ea  9.60  ea  9.20  ea  8.70  ea  8.15  ea 

Clear;  Black;  Celadon;  Green;  Mauve;  Candied  Apple  Red;  Teal  Blue;  White. 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

Order  Total:  Up  to  $7,  Add  $2.50;  $7.01  $20,  Add  $3.50;  PLANTERS  INTERNATIONAL 

$10.50;  2635  Noble  Rd.,  Cleveland  Hts.,  Ohio  44121  USA 

OHIO  residents  include  7%  Sales  Tax  Fr@e  1-800-341-2673 

VISA/MasterCard/  American  Express  Accepted  [(216)  382-3539  /  Fax:(216)  382-2743] 
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AN  INTRIGUING  SAMPLE 
OF  NEW,  OUTSTANDING  VARIETIES 

for  your  growing  and  showing  pleasure 

"Superior  violets  expressly  for  you!" 

*  CELEBRITY  (Boone)  -  Large,  fluted  semidouble  stars  in  unusual,  rich  shades  of  cerise/red,  flower  in  great 
profusion  over  LARGE,  deep  green,  tailored  foliage  that  forms  itself  into  a  stunning  variety  for  show.  A  1991 
fall  release. 

*  RAINM  AN  (M.  Burns)  -  The  vivid,  dark  blue  semidouble-to^double  2"  blossoms  trimmed  with  strong  white  edges 
which  are  sometimes  touched  with  green,  form  a  magnificent  mass  of  beauty  borne  on  strong  stems  above  dark, 
flat  foliage  with  perfect  symmetry.  Often  20ormorebloomstalksonamatureplant.  Alate  1991  release.  LARGE. 

*  SATIN  BOW  (M.  Burns)  -  Eyecatching,  in  a  vibrant  lavender,  the  2"  frill^  semidouble-to-double  stars  are 
accented  with  rosy  centers  and  heavily  decorated  with  fantasy  dots  and  dashes  in  deep  blue-purple.  This 
outstanding  1991  STANDARD  has  well  behaved,  dark,  glossy  foliage  with  a  maroon  reverse. 

*  FRUIT  SALAD  (R.  Cox)  -  Delicious  in  colors  of  peaches,  strawberries,  and  raspberries,  the  generous  helping 
of  double  blooms  will  satisfy  even  the  most  jaded  appetite.  The  rounded,  medium  green  leaves  have  very  light 
edge  variegation.  STANDARD 

*  SNOWED  IN  (R.  Cox)  -  LARGE,  dark  green,  symmetrical  foliage,  edged  in  yellow,  surrounds  showy  drifts  of 
double  blossoms  of  white  and  pink,  often  with  1 1-12  to  a  cluster.  Cool  beauty,  warm  compliments! 

*  ARTISTIQUE  (Croteau)  -  From  a  palette  of  pale  coral  at  their  opening  that  deepens  to  a  rich  medium  coral  at 
maturity,  these  semidouble-to-double  stars  truly  show  a  master’s  touch  above  beautiful  dark  green,  symmet¬ 
rical  show  foliage.  STANDARD.  [Supply  Is  limited,  plants  only.] 

^  NESS’  ANGEL  WINGS  (Ness)  -  This  1991  release  is  a  SMALL  STANDARD  of  incredibly  delicate  beauty 
(though  a  very  strong  grower).  The  white,  single,  sticktite  pansies  are  blessed  with  lovely  pink  eyes  and  float 
in  a  heavenly  cloud  over  dark  green,  serrated  foliage  with  wonderful  symmetry. 

^  NESS’  DISCO  BELLE  (Ness)  -  The  life  of  the  party  is  this  happy  SMALL  STANDARD  dressed  in  bright 
burgundy  two-tone  semidouble  pansies,  accented  with  upper  lobes  and  edges  of  a  deeper  hue.  Vibrant  clusters 
dance  above  dark  green,  glossy,  and  lightly  scalloped  foliage.  A  1991  release  of  great  promise! 

*  PEPPERMINT  GIRL  (Pittman)  -  Adorable,  bright  rosy  blossoms  with  fringed  geneva  edges  cover  precious,  flat, 
small,  girl  foliage.  A  new  M/C/70  MM  charmer! 

*  SASSY  SHIRLEY  (Pittman)  -  Perfect  symmetry  and  outstanding  variegation  mark  the  medium  green  and  white 
foliage  that  surrounds  generous  quantities  of  delightful,  pansy-shaped  semidouble  blooms  of  lavender  and 
purple.  A  perky,  pretty  new  SEMIMINI. 

*  ROB’S  DENIM  DEMON  (Robinson)  -  Stunning,  glossy.  Champion-style  foliage  in  tan,  cream,  and  dark  green 
is  a  perfect  foil  for  the  halo  of  dark  denim  blue  double  flowers  in  this  new  free-blooming  SMALL  SEMI  MINI 

*  ROB’S  GAL  VIKKI  (Robinson)  -  Frosted  with  sparkle  edges  of  dark  rose,  the  large  double  white  blooms  create 
a  show-stopping  variety  over  medium  green,  serrated  foliage.  Great  masses  of  blooms  are  spectacular  on  this 

SMALL  SEMIMINI. 

*  RAINBOW’S  BLUE  YTHAN  (Wasmund)  -  [pronounced  i-than]  -  Glorious,  large,  full  doubles  in  rich,  medium 
blue-purple,  blossom  in  wondrous  profusion  above  finely  variegated  leaves  of  dark  green  with  a  rosy  reverse. 
This  exciting  new  release  was  named  by  Betty  Tapping  for  a  beautiful  river  in  her  native  Scotland.  STANDARD. 

**  Plants,  $3.50  each  -  minimum  4  plants 

PACKING  AND  SHIPPING:  $5.50  regular  UPS  (ground  service);  $9.50  for  UPS  2nd  day  air  QE  Priority  Mail 
Add  to  all  orders:  $.50  per  plant  after  the  first  4  plants.  Overseas  customers  please  inquire  about  shipping  costs. 
Please  note:  UPS  2nd  day  air  or  Priority  Mail  is  stronalv  recommended  for  delivery  to  all  areas  beyond  neighboring 
states  of  Wisconsin.  Should  you  qsI  choose  either  of  these  two  options,  we  assume  flg  responsibility  for 
any  damage  to  the  plants  and/or  leaves  due  to  weather/temperature  extremes. 

SHIPPING  OF  STARTER  PLANTS  &  LEAVES  WILL  BEGIN  ABOUT  MAY  1.  WEATHER  PERMITTING. 

Send  for  my  1992  catalog  (ready  about  mid-Feb.)  listing  hundreds 
of  outstanding  varieties  of  new  releases  &  older  favorites  from; 

*BLANSirBOON£*BRYANT*BURNS*CHAMPION*R.COX*CROTEAU*DOM!ANO*FREDETTE* 
GRANGER/EYERDOM*BILL  JOHNSON*LYON/SORANO*MAAS*MUNK’S  ‘■Apaches”*NESS*PITTMAN* 
ROBINSON*SMITH’S  “Wrangler’s”*STORK*TREMBLAY*WASMUND’S  “Rainbow’s”*SANDRA  WILLIAMS 
and  many  other  top  American  and  Canadian  hybridizers. 

Catalog,  $2  -  Overseas  mailing,  ^.50  -  All  varieties  are  fully  described  &  indexed,  with  registration  ff’s  listed. 

‘***WE  TAKE  PRIDE  IN  OUR  EXPERT  WRAPPING  AND  PACKING*** 

GENOLA  B.  COX  VISIT  MY  “GROWING"  FAMILY  IN  THE 

1 440-41  Everett  Road  BEAUTIFUL  NORTHWOODS  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Eagle  River,  Wl  54521  OPEN  TUES.  THROUGH  SAT.  10  to  4 

Tel;  (715)  479-3099  CLOSED  SUNDAYS  AND  MONDAYS 
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Save  20  to  40%  on  Plant  Stands  (30  models),  Lamps  (20  kinds), 
Accessories,  Meters,  Timers  &  Plantlites 

3-SHELF.  4=FOOT  PLANT  STAND  (PICTURED)  FROM  $  140.00  (LESS  FIXTURES  &  WHEELS) 

(S)  MODEL  WONDER  GARDENS  HAVE  SLIDE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  FIXTURE 
(NO  CHAINS  OR  STRAPS)  FOR  EASY  ADJUSTMENT 
BA-3  FLORA  CART.  3-SHELF  (LESS  FIXTURES  8.  WHEELS)  -  $247.00 
OTHER  PLANT  STANDS  FROM  $62.00  COMPLETE  WITH  FIXTURES  AND  LAMPS 
40  Watt  WS  (WIDE  SPECTRUM)  Lamps  ...  6  -  $25.73;  12  -  $45.02;  24  -  $83.62 
We  offer  8  NEW  PLANTUTES  with  wide  spacing  between  the  lamps.  All  plantlites  are  2"  deep.  2  lamp  Plantlites 
are  14"  wide  with  lamps  1 0-1/2"  apart.  4  lamp  Plantlites  are  20^  wide  with  lamps  S-l/?  apart.  Also  available  with 
Pius  or  Electronic  Ballasts  for  savings  of  22%  to  40%  in  Electricity.  Can  be  located  closer  to  the  plants  sinc»  they 
run  cooler. 

Ail  Shipped  UPS.  Shipping  -  add  10%  FREE  CATALOG.  VISA  &  MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 

Phone  (313)  426-9080  -  10:00  a.nx  to  6:00  p.m.  Eastern 

INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  Detroit.  Ml  48240 


HORTENSE’S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

1 2406  Alexandria  St.  San  Antonio,  TX  78233  51 2-656-0128 

HOME  OF  HORTENSE’S  HONEYS 

NEW  FOR  1992 

16  MINIATURES  &  SEMIMINIATURES  -  3  TRAILERS 
NOW  Specializing  In  only  Miniatures,  Semiminiatures  and  Trailers 

All  are  heavy  bloomers  with  regular  and  variegated  foliage.  Send  stamp  for  descriptive  list 
of  these  and  many  previous  releases.  Ready  for  shipping.  USA  only 


COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLEtS  N  THINGS 

Ed  &  Lois  Holst 

P.O.  Box  4871  Macon.  GA  31208  (912)  743-4720 


THE  PERFECT  POT  FOR  YOUR  PLANTS!!  •  Premium  Quality!!!  Reasonably  Priced!!! 

ROUND  AZALEA  POTS  &  BULB  PANS 

SIZE 
2  1/8" 

2  3/8" 

3" 

3  1/2“ 

4" 

4  1/2“ 

5" 

5“  BP 

5  1/2"  BP 


1/2  oz. 

1-oz. ... 
4-oz. ... 


10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

Colors 

.80 

1.75 

3.00 

5.00 

20.00 

Terra  Cotta,  Whit© 

.90 

2.00 

3.50 

6.00 

25.00 

Terra  Cotta,  Whit© 

1.10 

2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

35.00 

Green 

1.10 

2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

35,00 

Green 

1.20 

2.75 

5.00 

9.00 

40.00 

Green,  Whit© 

1.50 

3.50 

6.50 

12.00 

55,00 

Green,  White 

1.90 

4.50 

8.50 

16.00 

75.00 

Green,  Whit© 

2.10 

5.00 

9.50 

18.00 

85.00 

Green,  Whit© 

2.30 

5.50 

10.50 

20.00 

95,00 

Terra  Cotta 

•  WRITE  FOR  OUR 

CASE  PRICES  * 

1.79 

2.59 

5.98 


Whitmire  PT  1300  Direct  Spray  Insecticide . .  18-oz.  8.95 

Whitmire  PT2000  'Green  Shield'  Algicide . .....16-oz.  5.99 


20-20-20  with  Chelated  Iron, 
Zinc  &  B-1  ..  8-oz.  2.50 

SUPER  BLOOM  12-55-6 -A 

Real  Bloom  Booster! 

8-02.  2.50 


SHIPPING:  Add  $3.50  or  10%  cost  of  order,  whichever  is  greater. 

GEORGIA  RESIDENTS  ADD  5%  STATE  TAX  TO  COST  OF  ORDER. 

Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  for  free  price  list. 
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OPTIMARA® 

Super  Miniatures 

Express  5  pack: 

Receive  5  Little  Jewels©  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  Mini-Well™  reservoirs  in 
attractive  clear  plastic  and  fertilizer  are  in¬ 
cluded.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow  with 
their  own  water  supply.  You  can  receive  an 
air-freight  shipment  of  5  plants  with  reser¬ 
voirs  for  only  $29.95  postpaid  48  states 
(Alaska  <Sc  Hawaii  add  $10).  Teas  catalog 
has  light  tubes,  potting  mixes,  pots,  wick- 
ing  and  Texas  hybridized  violets  plus  or¬ 
chids,  gingers,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 

CALL  1-800-446-7723,  Mon-Fri,  9-5pm 

Mention  this  ad  for  a  FREE  catalog! 


Teas  Nursery— P.O.Box  #1603 
Bellaire,TX  77402-1603 


PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV.  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 

Top  Quality  Supplies-Low  Prices-Fast  ServiceCatalog 
features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS  ..  POTS  ..  POTS ...  (ALL  SIZES),  MICRO-MINI 

POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  KIT  (WICK-WATER  72  MINIATURES  IN  11"  X  22" 
SPACE.  POTS  NEVER  TIP  WHEN  CARRIED),  HANGING  POTS, 
MARKERS,  SOILS,  PUTS  &  INSERTS,  &  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  PLANT  BOOKS  ALONG  WITH  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE.! 

FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS,  LIGHT  FIXTURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 
SO'  AQUAMATIC  HOSE  -  $15.99  plus  $3.50  S&H 
CATALOG  -  $2.00  •  Refundable  with  purchase. 


STARRLIGHT 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  LAMP 


A  beautiful  new  way  to  grow  and  display  an  African  violet  The 
Starriioht  African  Violet  Lamp  feeds  and  waters  the  violet  with  a 
mat  watering  system  in  a  ceramic  reservoir  base.  Simply  set  the 
plant,  in  its  fJastic  pot,  on  the  mat  in  the  lamp.  Light  is  provided  by 
a  circular  fluorescent  tube  (2  sizes  available). 

Please  send  a  SASE  for  details. 


SOIL  SCOOP 


FOR  POTTING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

“Makes  the  job  faster,  easier,  cleaner,  and  with  less  damage  to 
the  plants.  $2.85  each  (plus  $1 .00  for  handling  and  postage 
with  each  order).  Club  and  quantity  discounts  available,  (send 
SASE)." 

VIOLETS  FROM  THE  STARRS 

2602  Graupera  St.  Pensacola,  FL 
32507  904-456-2662 
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LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES,  INC. 

PAUL  &  SIDNEY  SORANO,  HYBRIDIZERS/OWNERS 

“Where  The  Violets  Are’’ —  (Since  1954) 

FREE  FREE  FREE 

Order  now  to  be  first  in  line  for  spring  delivery  &  choose  1  FREE  plant  for  each  5  ordered.  TH  IS  OFFER 
GOOD  ONLY  ON  VARIETIES  LISTED  BELOW  AND  EXPIRES  FEBRUARY  29.  Remember,  those 

orders  received  first  are  first  to  be  shipped! 

SCANDAL "  large  semidouble  stars  of  deep  orchid,  tipped  randomly  in  almost  black,  then  edged  in  white.  Flowers 
may,  at  times,  be  tinted  with  green.  Foliage  is  of  medium  green  &  lightly  quilted. 

GRAPE  SPRINKLES  -  soft  lavender,  semidouble  and  double  flowers,  flecked  &  splashed  with  light  orchid  fantasy. 
Very  pretty!  Medium  green  foliage,  edged  in  white  variegation. 

BLUE  MONDAY  -  very  large,  light  blue,  double  flowers,  up  to  2  1/2",  will  cover  medium  to  dark  green,  large  growing 
foliage. 

PINK  CRYSTAL  -  large,  soft  pink,  semidouble  and  double  stars,  are  painted  slightly  darker  pink  in  the  center  of 
each  flower.  The  strong,  show  foliage,  is  medium  to  dark  green  in  color  and  grows  large. 

ELECTRIC  DREAMS  -  2  1/2"+  double  stars  of  vibrant,  deep  coral  are  touched  with  just  a  hint  of  “glittery”  rose 
frosting.  The  color  is  extremely  eye-catching!  Foliage  is  of  medium  green  and  is  slightly  pointed. 

IRISH  TREASURE  -  medium  to  dark  pink,  semidouble  and  double  ‘pansy’  shaped  flowers  are  “banded”  in  green. 
The  foliage  is  lightly  wavy  and  medium  green  in  color. 

CARIBBEAN  ICE  -  large,  single  and  semidouble  flowers  of  light  “raspberry”  are  edged  in  sugar  white.  Foliage  is 
of  medium  green  in  color  and  has  a  red  reverse. 

CINNAMON  CANDY  -  double  stars  of  very  deep  red,  will  cover  dark  green,  red  backed  foliage.  Excellent  show 
foliage!  A  variety  you  will  want  to  add  to  your  collection. 

EARLY  SUNRISE  -  single  and  semidouble  stars  of  light  mauve  are  tipped  in  deep  mauve/fuchsia  and  compliment 
medium  green  foliage  that  is  edged  in  white  variegation. 

IRISH  HALO  -  white,  semidouble  and  double  ‘pansy’  shaped  flowers  are  “banded”  in  green  and  will  bloom  profusely, 
covering  medium  green,  lightly  wavy  foliage. 

WISHFUL  THINKING  -  large,  sugar  white,  semidouble  and  double  stars.  Petals  are  mottled  at  random  with 
lavender-blue.  The  foliage  is  medium  green  in  color. 

FULL  MOON  -  2  1/2",  ivory,  single  and  semidouble  stars  compliment  dark  green  foliage  that  is  variegated  in  white 
and  pink.  Large  grower! 

KOPY  KAT  -  soft  lavender,  semidouble  and  double  ‘pansy’  shaped  flowers  in  abundance  over  miniature,  medium 
to  dark  green  foliage.  Good  little  bloomer! 

BLUE  SMOKE  -  dark  blue,  double  flowers,  will  cover  very  dark  green,  red  backed,  semiminiature  foliage,  that  is 
slightly  wavy  and  shiny. 

ROSY  DIMPLES  -  medium  pink,  single  and  semidouble  ‘pansy’  shaped  flowers,  are  accented  with  deep  rose  in 
the  center.  This  little  cutie  is  a  very  heavy  bloomer!  Medium  green,  semiminiature  foliage,  shapes  easy. 

MIDNIGHT  WALTZ  -  dark^purple,  semidouble  and  double  pansy  shaped  flowers;  dark  green,  semiminiature, 
trailing  foliage. 

SUNRISE  WALTZ  -  fuchsia,  semidouble  and  double  stars,  accent  lovely  trailing  foliage,  variegated  in  shades  of 
cream  and  green. 

CANDLELIGHT  WALTZ  -  soft  pink,  semidouble  and  double  flowers,  compliment  medium  green,  semiminiature, 
trailing  foliage. 

ORDER  DIRECT  FROM  US,  THE  HYBRIDIZERS.  FOR  FAST  DEPENDABLE  SERVICE 
AND  FOR  LARGE  HEALTHY  PLANTS! 

All  plants  are  $4.00  each.  PLEASE  ADD  $6.00  FOR  SHIPPING  AND  HANDLING  PER  ORDER  FOR  BASIC  UPS  GROUND 

SERVICE.  FOR  UPS  SECOND  DAY  AIR  SERVICE.  ADD  AN  ADDITIONAL  30e  PER  PLANT. 

Minimum  order  is  3  plants. 

Shipping  May  thru  October 
WEATHER  PERMITTING 
Please  send  $2.00 
for  our  1992  expanded  color  catalog 
containing  additional  varieties 
(REFUNDABLE  ON  FIRST  ORDER) 


Minimum  charge  is  $25.00 
For  charge  orders  send  all 
information  on  card.  For 
phone  orders  call  Monday- 
Friday,  8  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  EST 


LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES,  INC. 

14  Mutchler  St.,  Dept  AV  Dolgeville,  NY  13329  Phone  (315)  429-8291 

Hours:  Mon.  -  Sat.  8  am  to  5  pm  Just  10  min.  off  NY  State  Thruway 

Sun.  10  am  to  5  pm 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-^2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 
also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  RUBY  COX,  DENIS  CRO¬ 
TEAU,  GRANGER  GARDENS,  HORTENSE,  LYONS,  RALPH  ROBINSON, 


BATEMAN’S 
BOUNTY  6-2-2 
8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16  oz. -$5.25 
STURDY 
4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 
PLANT  DINNER 


KENT  STORK,  WASMUND,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 
Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes,  Paper  Goods  and  Jewelry  available. 

PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oi.  STURDY  + 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 


3"-3  1/2" -4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE  COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1-1/4“  Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot 

$1.20 

$2.75 

$4.80 

$9.00 

$41.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

.95 

1.80 

3.30 

6.00 

26.40 

2-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd,  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

30.00 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.20 

2.75 

4.80 

9.00 

41.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13,50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt, 

Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

3.00 

6.25 

11.50 

20.00 

80.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green, 

Blue.  Lavender,  Pink. 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White.  Green.  Blue.  Lavender.  Pink. 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PLASnC  HANGING  PLANTEF^ 

1 

5 

10 

25 

50 

4-1/2"  Wt.  (only) 

3“  Deep 

.70 

3.10 

5.60 

12.75 

23.00 

5-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

3-1/8"  Deep 

.90 

4.20 

7.80 

18.00 

33.60 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4-1/4"  Deep 

1.05 

5.10 

9.70 

22.80 

43.20 

0"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

5“  Deep 

1.30 

6.30 

12.00 

28.80 

55.00 

10"  Gr.orWt. 

6-1/4"^0p 

1.80 

8.70 

16.80 

40.00 

78.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Ught  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

25 

SO 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

.75 

4.25 

8.00 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.25 

7.25 

13.75 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.35 

7.50 

13.80 

22"  X  1 1“  X  2-3/4" 

3.99 

23.00 

45.00 

13"x  15“  X  3-1/2" 

4.25 

24.50 

48.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/Zx  3-3/16" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.25 

18.50 

35.00 

67.00 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

17.00 

30.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

18.25 

35.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

$6.35 

PHYSAN  20 

16  oz.  -  $5.95 
32  oz.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  29.95 
OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Green,  Brown  or  White 
4" -$1.49  each 
5"  -  $1 .99  each 
5-1/2"  -  $2.99  each 
6"  -  $3.50  each  (Wh.  only) 
SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.  -$1.79 

1  oz.  -  $2.59 

2  oz.  -  $3.59 
4  oz.  -  $5.98 
ORTHENE 

75%  Soluble  Powder 
1  lb.  -$16.50 
AEROSOL  SPRAYS 
PT  1300  Orthene 
18  oz.  -$11.50 
Knox-Out  PT  1500A 
16  oz.  -$6.95 
DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH 
1  lb.  -  $2.25 
KEIKIGROW 
PLUS 

15  ml -$19.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp.  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 
3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $1 3.50;  12  for  $25.00. 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

PH  METER -$19.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  - 12/32.00  -  24/59.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  $3.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost 

Outside  USA  -  Actual  Cost 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Please  indude  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zp  Code  &  Phone  # 

Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Typ® 

Size/P  rie® 

4oz. 

12  oz. 

12-36-14 

Afriran  Violet  Spedal 

$1.25 

$3.00 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.25 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Spedal 

1.25 

2.75 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

2.75 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Spedal 

1.25 

2.75 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2lbs./$1.50 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  6  Medium 

1.50 

2.75 

4qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.25 

4.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$2.75 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  —  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.25  per  running  yard  whole  yard  lengths 
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BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 

Our  1992  catalog  listing  aii  available  plant  varieties 
plus  a  complete  line  of  growing  supplies  and  planters 
will  be  ready  for  mailing  about  Feb.  15th.  To  receive 
catalog  send  $1.50  (stamps  accepted). 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  •  Moiese,  MT  59824 
(406)  644-2296 


RICE’S  HYBRID  VIOLETS 

230  Varieties  —  leaves  only. 

No  foreign  orders  please.  Send  $1  for  list 
—  deductible  from  1  st  order. 

PO  Box  254 

Orangeville,  PA  17859 
717-683-5244 


OVER  800  VARIETIES 

1992  List  Available  Now. 
$1.50  Refundable  w/order. 

LEAVES  ONLY 


Bill  &  Kathryn  Paauwe 

45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 

(516)  589-2724 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


SUPPLIES 


$1.50  Refundable  List  Price 
419-875-5194 

By  Appt.  Only 


sjP 


STREPS 
&  OTHER 
COMPANION 
PLANTS 


14240  Mohler  Road 

Uberty  Center,  OH  43535 


Tiny 

BLOSSOMS  NURSERY 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Miniatures  &  SemirrdnMures 

275  Ventura  Ave.  #1 
Palo  Alto,  CA  94306 


For  Free  List,  Send  2  stamps 
mail  order  only 


PORCELAIN  JEWELRY 
AND  PLATE 

Unique  hand-painted  porcelain  pin, 
pendant,  earring,  and  plate  with  African 
Violets.  One-of-a-Kind.  Great  gift  items. 

For  FRIE  Color  Brochure,  send  SASE  to: 

LILY  STIEL 

P.O.  Box  1001-AV 

New  Hyde  Park,  New  York  11040 


SYLVANIA  GRO-LUX  BULBS 

Wide  Spectrum  Gro-Lux  - 18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $48.00  /  24-  $89.00  Postpaid 
Standard  Gro-Lux  - 18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $89.88  Postpaid 


OPTIMARA  PRODUCTS 
Potting  Soil  -  Ultra  light  -  8  qt.  bag 
East  of  Rockies  -$2.19/  Case  of  1 2  -  $25.99  ppd. 
West  of  Rockies  -  $2.45 
Violet  Food  (14-12-14)  -  8  oz.  -  $2.50 
Pre-measured  -  $1 .50  ea/4  tor  $5.00 
Mini-Wells  (dear)  -  tor  1-1/4"  pots  -  $1 .00  each 
Midi-Wells  (dear)  -  for  2-1/4"  pots  -  $1 .50  each 
Maxi-Wells  (beige  or  black)  -  for  4"  pots  -  $1 .90  each 
PLASTIC  POTS 


Each  50  or  more 

1-1/4" 

rd  green 

100 

80 

1-1/4" 

rd  terraratta 

220 

180 

1-1/4" 

rd  tc  w/saucer 

250 

200 

2-1/4" 

rd  gr  or  wh 

70 

60 

2-1/2" 

rd  gr  or  wh,  sq.  -  gr. 

80 

70 

3" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

100 

80 

3-1/2" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

120 

100 

4" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

140 

120 

4" 

rd  hanging  -  gr  or  wh 

w/saucer  &  hanger 

550 

500 

5-1/2" 

rd  pan  -  gr  or  wh 

190 

160 

6" 

rd  pan  -  gr 

350 

300 

Wick  Watering  Reservoirs  (16  oz.) 

300 

260 

PLASTIC  HIGH  DOME  TERRARIUMS 

9"  diameter  -  $5.00/ 11" 

diameter  -  $6.00 

MINIATURE  RESERVOIRS 

Square  Plastic  container  -  $1 .00  ea  /  50  or  more  -  700  ea. 
Colors:  dear,  red,  lavender,  watermelon,  dark  green, 
light  green,  dark  blue,  light  blue 

KNOXOUT 

Micro-encapsulated  diazinon  - 1  qt.  concentrate  -  $21.95 
16  OZ.  aerosol  -  $6.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $1 .59  / 1  oz.  -  $2.39  /  2  oz.  -  $3.59  /  4  oz.  -  $5.98 
PHYSAN  ■  16  oz.  -  $5.95  /  32  oz.  -  $9.95 
ALLEGRO  -  for  starting  leaves  -  4  oz.  -  $2.50 

ORGANIC  FISH  STICKS  (8  4-2)  -  Pkg.  50  -  $2.00 
DIATOMACEOUS  EARTH  - 1  !b  -  $2.25 
TROY  MOISTURIZING  MAT 

Washable  capillary  matting  -  4'  wide  white  -  750  per  foot 

How  to  Select  &  Grow  AV  &  other  gesneriads 

144  page  book  by  Theodore  James  -  $9.95 

EASY  GROW  GREENHOUSE 

1 1  X  22  lightweight  plastic  tray 
Clear  dome  to  retain  moisture  -  $4.50 
GROOMING  TWEEZERS 
6-1/2"  w/curved  points,  nickel  plated  steel  -  $3.99 

Send  a  stamp  for  our  complete  list  of  si^plles. 

Please  add  $3.50  shying  per  order  (outside  US  -  actual  cost) 

Phone  orders  welcome 


INNIS  VIOLETS 


8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnf ield,  M A  01940 
Tel.  (617)  334-6679 
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African 

OuEEN 


FEATURING  :  FOSTER  &  CORRIGAN  HYBRIDS 
SPECIALTY:  6ESNERIADS/TERRARIUM  PLANTS 
ALSO:  Violet  Rubber  Stamps,  Jewelry, 

Stationary,  Porceain,  Aprons  &  Tote  Bags. 

2361  Ballycastle  Dr.  Dallas  TX  75228(214)320^944 

Catalog  $2  . .  See  you  in  ColumbusI 


s  Mini-o-Ccts 

“Unusual  Show  Quality  African  Violets” 

l§.SHGyy^mQPP.m^±9Rimi 

ROB’S  SUNSPOT:  masses  of  huge  dW.  white  and  bright  red 
stars  on  perfect,  small,  semimini  foliage:  best  new  intro  at 
1991  AVSA 

ROB’S  DENIM  DEMON:  halo  of  dk.  denim-blue  dbis.  over  great 
glossy  tan  and  green  Ch.  var.  semimini  foliage;  3rd  best 
new  intro  at  1991  AVSA 

ROB’S  ANGELIE:  dbl.  fringed  white  w/rose-pink  shadings  on 
edges;  very  heavy  blooming  mini 
ROB’S  COOKIE  MONSTER:  single  white  pansies,  splashed 
pink  and  purple;  very  prolific  semimini 
ROB’S  GAL  VIKKI:  large  dbl.  white  w/edges  of  dark  rose,  lightly 
speckled  purple;  wonderful  small  semimini 
ROB’S  JEE  JIM:  sdbl.  mauve-purple  two-tone,  often  thin  ge¬ 
neva  edge;  great  var.  girl  foliage;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  PINK  FIZZ:  unique  sdbl.  deep  pink,  sparkling  w/tiny 
fantasy  dots  of  dk.  rose;  great  TL  var.  semimini 
ROB’S  PUDDY  CAT :  lovely  frilled  dbl.  cream  over  dark,  heavily 
serrated  fol.;  prolific  small  semimini 
ROB’S  SWEET  DREAMS:  loads  of  sdbl.  peach-pink  blooms 
over  black,  glossy  foliage;  excellent  small  semimini 
ROB’S  TWEETY  BIRD;  sdbl.  rose-lavender  pansies  w/purple 
fantasy:  dark  TL  var.  foL;  beautiful  semimini 
ROB’S  TWINKLE  TOES:  sdbl.  mauve,  often  w/darker  ti|:^;  dark, 
TLvar.  foliage;  good  blooming  semimini 
ROB’S  WHITE  OUT:  mounds  of  huge  dbl.  white  stars  com¬ 
pletely  cover  tiny  fol.;  always  in  bloom;  tremendous  mini 
ROB’S  WOW  WEE:  large  sdbl.  white  stars  w/heavy  rays  of  dk. 
blue;  eye-catching  mini 

***** 

ROB’S  LUCKY  STROKE:  sdbl.  white  and  deep  pink  pinwheel 
over  med.  green  fol.;  semimini  chimera  ($12) 

ROB’S  WHAT  EVER:  sdbl.  dk.  red  w/white  side  stripes;  dark, 
serrated  fol.;  semimini  chimera  ($12) 

Plus ...  the  latest  varieties  from  other  leading  hybridizers,  as  well 
as  streptocarpus  by  Jonathan  Ford. 

PRICES:  Plants  -  $3.25  each  Leaves  -  $1 .25  each 
Please  add  $5  to  each  order  for  postage 
FOR  FREE  CATALOG,  SEND  SASE 
Shipping  vear-round  to  warmer  climates,  or  elsewhere  by 
overnight  mail.  Also,  wholesale  shipping  at  discount  prices 
Dr.  Ralph  Robinson  (Rob)  71 6-695-331 5 

P.  0.  Box  243,  Tonawanda,  New  York  14151 


NEW  1992  UST 

Ready 
by 

Mid  January 

Midland,  Mich  48641-1052 

Offering  new  &  earlier  releases  from  Fredette, 
Lyon,  Boone,  Stork,  Apache,  and  Canadian 
hybridizers  -  Many  Pittman,  Lyon  &  Rob's 
minis  -  several  trailers,  plus  supplies 

Boone  &  Stork:  Celebrity,  Dakota  Sioux, 
Lucky  Halo,  Mindi  Morn,  Midnight  Wave, 
Paradise  Halo,  Tailfeathers,  Windy  Day, 
Silkscreen,  plus  earlier  releases. 
Apaches:  Beauty,  Canyon,  Dream, 
Jewel,  Land,  Ridge,  Ranger,  Skybird, 
Warpaint,  Winter,  Flame,  Festival ... 
Lyon:  Victorian  Velvet,  Island  Coral,  Wine 
Cooler,  Cherry  Kiss,  Cinnamon  Spice, 
Galactic  Splash  and  earlier  ones. 

From  Canada:  Eureka,  Picasso,  MaGigi, 
Stolen  Dreams,  Desir,  Fantaisie  Florale, 
plus  new  releases 

The  best  of  Fredettes  1991  releases, 
many  other  hybridizers  plus  a  large  selec¬ 
tion  of  minis  and  trailers. 

***  WE  ARE  NOW  SHIPPING  STARTER 
PLANTS  ONLY  ON  U.S.  ORDERS. 
PLANTS  AND  LEAVES  ARE  STILL 
AVAILABLE  ON  ORDERS  TO  OTHER 
COUNTRIES. 

LIST  PRICE:  $1.00 
($2.00  Foreign) 

OFFERING  YOU  10  YEARS  OF 
PROVEN  SHIPPING  METHODS  AND 
QUALITY  STOCK. 

We  specialize  in  shipping  foreign  orders 

STATE  INSPECTED 

517-835-9225 


P.O.  Box  1052 
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1991  Cumulative  Index 

Compiled  by  Bob  L.  Green 


SUBJECTS  and  TITLES 
A 

AFFILIATE  'APPENINGS,  Owens,  Lyndall,  Jan  p  8; 

Mar  p  15;  May  p  8;  Jul  p  46;  Sep  p  33;  Nov  p  55 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  TRIVIAL  PURSUIT,  Vander- 
Leest,  Barbara,  Jul  p  21 

AFTER-SHOW  PEST  PRECAUTIONS, 
Bartholomew,  Pauline,  Mar  p  30 
AMERIFLORA  '92  TO  OFFER  INTERNATIONAL 
CUISINE,  Martin,  Mary,  Jul  p  14 
ANOTHER  WAY,  Promersberger,  Bev,  Jan  p  10 
ARE  YOU  A  JOINER?,  Wilson,  Helen  Van  Pelt,  May 
p  43 

ARE  WE  THROWING  OUT  MEMBERS  WITH 
THE  VIOLET  WATER,  Armendariz,  Sherry, 
Nov  p  50 

Arrangements  (See  Design) 

AV  GROWERS  ARE  NUTSI,  Par4  Chantal,  Sep  p  10 
AV  MAGAZINE  NEEDS  ARTICLES  AND 

SLIDES,  Nov  p  59 

AVSA  AFFILIATES,  Merrell,  Irene,  Jan  p  24;  May  p 

26;  Sep  p  23 

AVSA  AFFILIATES,  1991,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-9 
AVSA  BOOSTER  FUND,  Warren,  Ruth,  Jan  p  19; 

Mar  p  6;  May  p  12;  Jul  p  6;  Sep  p  22;  Nov  p  38 
AVSA  BUILDING  FUND,  Tyson,  Nell-Sue,  Jan  p 
42;  Mar  p  26;  May  p  46;  Jul  p  49;  Jantzen,  Anne,  Sep 
p  26;  Nov  p  26 

AVSA  COMMERCIALS  —  A  CLOSER  LOOK, 

Buttram,  David,  (The  Violet  Express),  Sep  p  7; 
(African  Violet  Shop),  Nov  p  7 
AVSA  EMBLEMS,  ETC.,  Mar  p  52;  May  p  27;  Sep  p 
44;  Nov  p  34 

AVSA  JUDGES,  AFFILIATES  &  COMMERCIAL 
MEMBERS,  1991,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-1 
AVSA  JUDGES,  SENIOR  JUDGES,  MASTER 
JUDGES,  STUDENT  JUDGES  AND 
TEACHERS,  Sep  Sup,  p  A-1 
AVSA  NOMINEES,  Jan  p  31 

B 

BASICS  OF  FLOWER  ARRANGEMENTS  AND 
ARTISTIC  PLANTINGS,  Voorhees,  Wynne, 
May  p  53 

BASKET  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  A,  Jul  p  39 
BEGINNERS  COLUMN,  Stork,  Kent  and  Joyce,  Jan 


p  11;  Mar  p  7;  May  p  13;  Jul  p  7;  Sep  p  11;  Nov  p  11 
BEST  VARIETIES,  1991,  Hilton,  Rita,  Nov  p  35 
BILL  JOHNSON  AWARDED  AVSA  BRONZE 
MEDAL  FOR  HORTICULTURAL 
ACHIEVEMENT,  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jul  p 
55 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND,  Buck,  Mar¬ 
lene,  Jan  p  23;  Mar  p  19;  May  p  16;  Jul  p  6;  Sep  p  1 7; 
Nov  p  10 

BRIEF  GUIDANCE  FOR  BLOOMING  VIOLETS, 

A,  Wilson,  Helen  Van  Pelt,  Jul  p  44 
BY  CAR  TO  THE  SHOW,  Wilson,  Helen  Van  Pelt, 
Mar  p  47 

C 

CELEBRATE  THE  DISCOVERY,  Martin,  Mary, 
Nov  p  57 

CERTIFICATES  OF  APPRECIATION 
AWARDED,  Rexilius,  Jane,  Jul  p  56 
CHALLENGE ...  A  JOY!,  A,  Adams,  Julie,  Nov  p  58 
CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  FLOWER  PIG¬ 
MENTS  IN  AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  PART  III,  A, 
Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  Nov  p  20 
Chimera,  Mar  p  43;  May  p  23;  Jul  p  10 
COLUMBUS  GOLD,  Blansit,  Nolan  and  Cindy, 
Nov  p  27 

COMING  EVENTS,  Jan  p  14;  Mar  pH;  May  p  17;  Jul 
p  11;  Sep  p  15;  Nov  p  15 

COMMERCIAL  DIVISION:  SANTA  CLARA 
CONVENTION,  Hall,  Meredith,  Jul  p  52 
COMMERCIAL  MEMBERS  OF  AVSA,  1991,  Sep 
Sup,  P  A-1 4 

CONFESSIONS  ...  OF  A  VIOLET  ADDICT, 
Wiksten,  Jackie,  Nov  p  41 
Convention  Winners,  Jul  p  51 
COPING  WITH  DISASTER  —  A  PERSONAL 
ACCOUNT,  Cotter,  M.  Patricia,  Nov  p  14 
CORRECTABLE  ERRORS,  Hayes,  Nancy  G.,  Jul  p 
26 

CORRECTION,  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  Mar  p  57 
CUMULATIVE  INDEX,  1990,  Green,  Bob  L.,  Jan  p 

67 

D 

DALE  EYERDOM  MEMORIAL  AWARDS,  Sav¬ 
age,  Emilie,  Jul  p  18 

Descriptive  List  of  Library  Packets  and  Slide 
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Programs,  Jul  p  42 

Design,  Mar  p  53;  May  p  53 

Diatomaceous  Earth,]an  p  26;  Mar  p  21 ;  May  p  40;  Jul 
p  30, 31, 32;  Nov  p  37 

DISCOVER  COLUMBUS  IN  '92,  Martin,  Mary, 
May  p  21 

Disease 

Bacterial  Leaf  Blight,  Nov  p  12 
Botrytis,  Mar  p  7 

Powdery  Mildew,  Mar  p  9;  Nov  p  58 
Pythium  (Crown  Rot),  Mar  p  8;  Nov  p  12 

F 

FAMILY  PORTRAIT,  A,  Albrecht,  Georgene,  Jan  p 
46;  Mar  p  39;  May  p  39;  Jul  p  29;  Sep  p  37;  Nov  p  43 

FOLIAGE  FEEDING  PESTS  OF  AFRICAN 
VIOLETS,  Cole,  Dr.,  Charles  L.,  Mar  p  33 

FORMING  A  SUCCESSFUL  SHOW  BUDGET, 
Stenger,  Joyce,  Sep  p  49 

FRANK  BURTON  NAMED  TO  HALL  OF  FAME, 
Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jul  p  55 

FRIENDS  OF  AVS A,  Griffith,  Debbie,  Jul  p  23;  Sep  p 
55;  Nov  p  47 

FROM  THE  PRESIDENT'S  DESK,  Boland,  Mary, 
Jan  p  3;  Mar  p  3;  Dollar,  Charles,  May  p  3;  Jul  p  3; 
Sep  p  3;  Nov  p  3 

G 

GESNERIAD  FAMILY,  THE,  Gall,  Mary,  Nov  p  51 

GESNERIADS 
xAchimenantha,  Mar  p  39 
Compact  Gloxinia,  Sep  p  37 
Nematanthus,  Jul  p  29 
Sinningia,  May  p  19,  39 
xSmithicodonia,  Jan  p  46 
Streptocarpus,  Nov  p  43 

GIVE  THE  GIFT  THAT  KEEPS  ON  GIVING!, 
Tinari,  Anne,  Nov  p  40 

GLASS  CONTAINERS,  IN,  Wilson,  Helen  Van  Pelt, 
Nov  p  54 

GOING  THROUGH  A  BORDER  STATION ...  THE 
EASY  WAY,  Jan  p  20 

GREEK  CATHEDRAL,  THE,  Martin,  Mary,  Nov  p 
57 

GROCERY  STORE  CHIMERAS,  Switzer,  Mary 
Ann,  Jul  p  10 

Grooming,  Jul  p  26 

H 

HISTORIC  GERMAN  VILLAGE,  Martin,  Mary, 
Sep  p  21 

HOMELAND  OF  THE  SAINTPAULIA,  THE, 


Larsen,  Dolores  S.,  May  p  32 

HONORARY  ONE-YEAR  MEMBERSHIPS 
AWARDED  (GARY  BECK,  RALPH  BREDEN, 
MARLENE  BUCK,  DAVID  BUTTRAM,  BAR¬ 
BARA  ELKIN),  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jul  p  54 
HONOR  ROLL  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Hilton, 
Rita,  Jul  p  15 

HOW  TO  BREED  FOR  SPECIFIC  FLOWER  COL¬ 
ORS  IN  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff, 
Jul  p  37 

HOW  TO  BUY  AN  AFRICAN  VIOLET,  WUkening, 
Karter  Gene,  Nov  p  46 

HOW  TO  PLANT  A  STRAWBERRY  JAR,  Jul  p  57 
HOW  TO  SET  UP  AN  AFFILIATE  YEARBOOK, 
Schwindt,  Patti,  Mar  p  31 

HOW  WELL  DO  YOU  KNOW  YOUR  AFRICAN 
VIOLETS?,  Robey,  Melvin  J.,  Mar  p  55 
HUDSON  MEMORIAL  AWARD  PRESENTED 
TO  SUNDOWN  PITTMAN,  Wells,  Esther  Ed¬ 
wards,  Jul  p  53 

I 

I  HAD  ONE  OF  THOSE ...  BUT  IT  DIED.,  Maurus, 
Walt,  Mar  p  34 

I'M  NOT  AFRAID  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  ... 

ANYMORE  !!!,  Beam,  Marilee,  May  p  16 
INCREASE  ANNOUNCED  IN  AVSA  LIFE 
MEMBERSHIPS,  Sep  p  13 
INTRODUCING  YOUR  AVSA  NOMINEES,  Jan  p 
31 

Isolating  Plants,  May  p  29 

J 

JANE'S  JOURNAL,  Birge,  Jane,  Jan  p  5;  Mar  p  5; 

May  p  5;  Jul  p  5;  Sep  p  5;  Nov  p  5 
JEANNETTE  DOMIANO  FAMILY  OFFERS 
ROSETTES,  Armstrong,  Genelle,  Jan  p  7 
JEANNETTE  ROSETTES  UPDATE,  Armstrong, 
Genelle,  Sep  p  22 

JUDGING  SCHOOL  NEWS  FROM  EDMON¬ 
TON,  ALBERTA,  CANADA,  Jarratt,  Margaret 

V.,  May  p  31 

JUDGING  SCHOOLS,  Jul  p  12;  Sep  p  16 
K 

KEEP  'EM  GROWING,  Larsen,  Dolores  S.,  Mar  p  41 
L 

LARRY  HODGSON  NAMED  INDOOR  PLANT 
EXPERT,  Jul  p  22 

Leaf  Propagating,  Jul  p  19;  Nov  p  29 
Leaf  Loss,  Nov  pH 
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LET'S  TALK,  Foster,  Bill,  Sep  p  41 

LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR,  Jan  p  26;  Mar  p  21;  Jul 

p  32;  Nov  p  37 

Library  Materials  and  Rules,  Jul  p  41 

Light, Sep  pH 

"LIVE  PLANTS  ...  HANDLE  WITH  CARE  ...", 

Tinari,  Anne,  Sep  p  31 

M 

MARILYN  GOLDSTEIN  HONORED  FOR  CON¬ 
TINUING  SERVICE,  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jul 
p57 

MARY  BOLAND  AWARDED  HONORARY  LIFE 
MEMBERSHIP,  Wells,  Esther  Edwards,  Jul  p  56 
MASSACHUSETTS  MEMBER  JUDGES  AT  BER¬ 
MUDA  SHOW,  Lass,  David  A.,  Jan  p  27 
MERCY  FOR  A  MOTHER  LEAF,  Jul  p  36 
MID-ATLANTIC  AFRICAN  VIOLET  SOCIETY 
FORMED,  Barbi,  Kenneth,  May  p  20 
MINIATURE  SINNINGIAS,  Haffner,  Sue,  May  p 
19 

MINI-TIDBITS,  Naylor,  Florence,  Jan  p  17;  Mar  p 
16;  May  p  22;  Jul  p  17;  Sep  p  18;  Nov  p  18 
Minutes,  Sep  p  51 

N 

NELL-SUE  TYSON  TAKES  TINARI  AWARD 
FOR  MEMBERSHIP,  Jul  p  56 
NEW  AVSA  LIFE  MEMBERS,  May  p  7 
NEWSLINE;  AVSA  BEAUMONT  OFFICE,  Law¬ 
rence,  Nancy,  Jan  p  4;  Mar  p  4;  May  p  4;  Jul  p  4; 
Novp  4 

NOTES  ON  AN  OLD  TRAILER— USING  A  NEW 
METHOD  OF  ROOTING,  Welchel,  Lynda  C., 
May  p  23 

NOVICE  LOOK  AT  DESIGN,  A,  Redell,  Janey,  Mar 
p53 

O 

OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  INHERITANCE  OF 
LILIAN  JARRETT  VARIEGATED  FOLIAGE, 
Smith,  Dr.,  Jeff,  May  p  34 

OCCASIONAL  PESTS  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLETS, 
Cole,  Dr.,  Charles,  May  p  42 
"OLDIES  BUT  GOODIES",  Warren,  Ruth,  Nov  p  42 
OUR  NEW  HOME  ...,  Photograph  of  AVSA  Head¬ 
quarters,  Jul  p  50 

P 

PARTIAL  GLOSSARY  OF  AFRICAN  VIOLET 

TERMS,  A,  Bartholomew,  Pauline,  Nov  p  60 


Pests 

Ants,  May  p  43 
Bugs,  May  p  47 
Root  Nematodes,  Nov  p  29 
Scale  Insects,  May  p  42 
Snails  and  Slugs,  May  p  42 
Symphylans,  May  p  42 
Whiteflies,  May  p  43 

PH  GLEANINGS,  Jones,  Wanda,  Mar  p  44 
PLANNED  GIVING,  Buttram,  David,  Sep  p  42 
PLANTS  NEED  ATTENTION  WHEN  RECEIVED, 
Robey  Melvin  J.,  May  p  55 
POET'S  CORNER,  THE,  Jan  p  20;  May  p  24;  Nov  p 
17 

Potting,  Jan  p  13 
Pots,  Jul  p  7 

Propagating,  Jan  p  11;  Mar  p  43;  May  p  23;  Jul  p  19; 
36;  Sep  p  14;  Nov  p  29 

PROPOSED  AMENDMENTS  TO  AVSA  BY¬ 
LAWS,  Jan  p  43 

Q 

QUESTION  BOX,  Smith,  James,  Jan  p  29;  Mar  p  29; 

May  p  29;  Jul  p  19;  Sep  p  29;  Nov  p  31 
QUICK  AND  EASY  PH  TEST  FOR  YOUR  WATER, 
A,  Brooks,  Ann,  May  p  21 

R 

REGISTRATION  REPORT,  Keating  Iris,  Jan  p  21; 

Mar  p  37;  May  p  37;  Jul  p  34;  Sep  p  39;  Nov  p  39 
REPEAT  OF  FREE  LEAF  OFFER,  Tinari,  Anne,  Sep 
p24 

RESTORATION,  Albrecht,  Georgene,  Sep  p  19 
Rooting,  May  p  23 

RULES  AND  REGULATIONS  FOR  USE  OF  AVSA 
LIBRARY  MATERIALS,  Jul  p  41 

S 

SAINTPAULIA  Species,  May  p  32 
SEND  YOUR  CHOICES,  Hilton,  Rita,  Jan  p  7 
Shipping  Leaves  and  Plants,  Sep  p  31 
Show  Budget,  Sep  p  49 

SHOWS  AND  JUDGES,  Foster,  Bill,  Jan  p  6;  May  p 
6;  Sep  p  6 

Soil  Mix,  Nov  p  32 

SPREAD  THE  GOOD  WORD,  May  p  41 
STATEMENT  OF  CONDITION,  AVSA,  Nov  p  30 
STATEMENT  OF  OWNERSHIP,  AVSA,  Nov  p  30 
STATEMENT  OF  RESULTS  FROM  OPERA¬ 
TIONS,  AVSA,  Novp  30 

SUCCESSFUL  PROPAGATING  FROM  BLOOM 
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STALKS,  Switzer,  Maiy  Ann,  Sep  p  14 
SURE  WAY  TO  GET  RID  OF  THRIPS,  A,  ato, 
Lukas  M.,  Jul  p  13 

T 

TAILORING  THE  TRAILERS,  Breden,  Ralph,  Nov 
p49 

TALES  AND  TRAILS,  Sotkiewicz,  Carol,  Mar  p  42 
TALLY  TIME  —  1990,  Landgren,  Mrs.,  Anna  Jean, 
Mar  p  22 

TERRARIA,  Helm,  Barton,  May  p  49 
THEY  CAN  GROW  THEM  BIG  IN  ALASKA!, 
Rients,  Jean,  Nov  p  24 

TIPS  FOR  CASUAL  GROWERS,  Bartholomew, 
Pauline,  May  p  47 

TISSUE  CULTURE  AND  AFRICAN  VIOLET 
CHIMERAS,  Taylor,  James,  Mar  p  43 
TOOLS,  SUPPLIES  &  EQUIPMENT  FOR  GROW¬ 
ING  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Bartholomew, 
Pauline,  May  p  56 

Trailers,  Mar  p  42;  May  p  23;  Jul  p  20;  Nov  p  24,  49 
Transplant  Shock,  Mar  p  30 

U 

USING  GESNERIADS  MORE  IN  OUR  HABI¬ 
TATS,  Holder,  Richard,  Mar  p  46 
USING  THE  FIVE  GENE  MODEL  FOR  FLOWER 
COLOR  TO  PREDICT  THE  OUTCOME  OF 
CROSSES  IN  AFRICAN  VIOLETS,  Smith,  Dr., 
Jeff,  Mar  p  49 

V 

Vacation  Care  for  Violets,  May  p  13 
Variegated  Foliage,  May  p  34 

W 

Wick  Watering,  Nov  p  33 

Y 

Yearbook  Development,  Mar  p  31 
Yearbooks,  Newsletters  &  Magazines  Winners, 
1991,  Jul  p  51 

YOUR  LIBRARY,  Ozio,  L.  T.,  Jr.,  Mar  p  18;  Jul  p  40; 
Breden,  Ralph,  Nov  p  23 


1990  INDEX  OF  AUTHORS 

ADAMS,  JULIE,  A  Challenge  ...  A  Joy!,  Nov  p  58 
ALBRECHT,  GEORGENE,  A  Family  Portrait,  Jan  p 
46;  Mar  p  39;  May  p  39;  Jul  p  29;  Sep  p  37;  Nov  p  43; 


Restoration,  Sep  p  19 

ARMENDARIZ,  SHERRY,  Are  We  Throwing  Out 
Members  With  the  Violet  Water,  Nov  p  50 
ARMSTRONG,  GENELLE,  Jeannette  Domiano 
Family  Offers  Rosettes,  Jan  p  7;  Jeannette  Rosettes 
Update,  Sep  p  22 

BARBI,  KENNETH,  Mid-Atlantic  African  Violet 
Society  Formed,  May  p  20 
BARTHOLOMEW,  PAULINE,  After-Show  Pest 
Precautions,  Mar  p  30;  Tips  for  Casual  Growers, 
May  p  47;  A  Partial  Glossary  of  African  Violet 
Terms,  Nov  p  60;  Tools,  Supplies  &  Equipment 
for  Growing  African  Violets,  May  p  56 
BEAM,  MARILEE,  I'm  Not  Afraid  of  African  Violets 
...  Anymore!!!,  May  p  16 
BECK,  GARY,  An  Invitation,  Mar  p  6 
BIRGE,  JANE,  Jane's  Journal,  Jan  p  5;  Mar  p  5;  May 
p  5;  Jul  p  5;  Sep  p  5;  Nov  p  5 
BLANSIT,  NOLAN  AND  CINDY,  Columbus  Gold, 
Nov  p  27 

BOLAND,  MARY,  From  the  President's  Desk,  Jan  p 
3;  Mar  p  3 

BOLLAR,  CHARLES,  From  the  President's  Desk, 
May  p  3;  Jul  p  3;  Sep  p  3;  Nov  p  3 
BREDEN,  RALPH,  Tailoring  the  Trailer,  Nov  p  49; 
Your  Library,  Nov  p  23 

BROOKS,  ANN,  A  Quick  and  Easy  pH  Test  for  Your 
Water,  May  p  21 

BUCK,  MARLENE,  Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund, 
Jan  p  23;  Mar  p  19;  May  p  16;  Jul  p  6;  Sep  p  17;  Nov 

p  10 

BUTTRAM  DAVID,  A  VS  A  Commercials  -  A  Closer 
Look  (The  V iolet  Express),  Sep  p  7 ;  (African  V iolet 
Shop),  Nov  p  7;  Planned  Giving,  Sep  p  42 
COLE,  DR.,  CHARLES,  Foliage  Feeding  Pests  of 
African  Violets,  Mar  p  33;  Occasional  Pests  of  Af¬ 
rican  Violets,  May  p  42 

CORNIBE,  CATHY,  Restaurants  You  Won't  Want 
to  Miss  in  the  Golden  State  of  California,  Mar  p  20 
COTTER,  M.  PATRICIA,  Coping  With  Disaster  — 
a  personal  account,  Nov  p  14 
DROEGE,  ALYCE,  About  Diatomaceous  Earth,  Jul 
p31 

FELDMAN,  JANIS,  Poet's  Corner,  Jan  p  20;  My 
Lavender  Ocean,  Jul  p  24 

FOSTER,  BILL,  Shows  and  Judges,  Jan  p  6;  May  p  6; 

Sep  p  46;  Let's  Talk,  Sep  p  41 
GALL,  MARY,  The  Gesneriad  Family,  Nov  p  51 
GOODSEL,  BARBARA,  More  About  Diatoma¬ 
ceous  Earth,  Nov  p  37 

GREEN,  BOB  L.,  1990  Cumulative  Index,  Jan  p  67 
GRIFFITH,  DEBBIE,  Friends  of  AVSA,  Jul  p  23;  Sep 
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p  55;  Nov  p  47 

HAFFNER,  SUE,  Miniature  Sinningias,  May  p  19 
HALL,  MEREDITH,  Commercial  Division:  Santa 
Clara  Convention,  Jul  p  52 
HAYES,  NANCY  G.,  Correctable  Errors,  Jul  p  26 
HELM,  BARTON,  Terraria,  May  p  49 
HENRY,  BARBARA,  More  About  Diatomaceous 
Earth,  Jan  p  26 

HILTON,  RITA,  Send  Your  Choices,  Jan  p  7;  Honor 
Roll  of  African  Violets,  Jul  p  15;  1991  Best  Varie¬ 
ties,  Nov  p  35 

HOLDER,  RICHARD,  Using  Gesneriads  More  in 
our  Habitats,  Mar  p  46 

JACKSON,  REBECCA,  More  on  Diatomaceous 
Earth,  Mar  p  36;  About  Diatomaceous  Earth,  Jul  p 
31 

JANTZEN,  ANNE,  AVSA  Building  Fund,  Sep  p  26; 
Nov  p  26 

JARRATT,  MARGARET,  Judging  School  News 
From  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada,  May  p  31 
JONES,  WANDA,  pH  Gleanings,  Mar  p  44 
KEATING,  IRIS,  Registration  Report,  Jan  p  21;  Mar 
p  37;  May  p  37;  Jul  p  34;  Sep  p  39;  Nov  p  39 
LANDGREN,  MRS.,  ANNA  JEAN,  Tally  Time  - 
1990,  Mar  p  22 

LARSEN,  DOLORES  S.,  Keep  'em  Growing,  Mar  p 
41;  The  Homeland  of  Saintpaulia,  May  p  32 
LASS,  DAVID  A.,  Massachusetts  Member  Judges  at 
Bermuda  Show,  Jan  p  27 

LAWRENCE,  NANCY,  Newsline:  AVSA  Beaumont 
Office,  Jan  p  4;  Mar  p  4;  May  p  4;  Jul  p  4;  Nov  p  4 
MARTIN,  MARY,  Discover  Columbus  in  '92,  May  p 
21;  We  Want  You  in  '92,  Jul  p  33;  AmeriRora  '92 
To  Offer  International  Cuisine,  Jul  p  14;  Historic 
German  Village,  Sep  p  21;  What  is  AmeriRora 
'92?,  Sep  p  43;  A  Visit  to  Kingwood  Center,  Nov  p 
29;  The  Greek  Cathedral  -  A  Work  of  Art,  Nov  p 
57;  Celebrate  the  Discovery,  Nov  p  57 
M  AURUS,  WALT,  I  Had  One  of  Those ...  but  it  died ., 
Mar  p  34 

MERRELL,  IRENE,  AVSA  Affiliates,  Jan  p  24;  May  p 
26;  Sep  p  23 

NAYLOR,  FLORENCE,  mini-tidbits,  Jan  p  1 7;  Mar  p 
16;  May  p  22;  Jul  p  17;  Sep  p  18;  Nov  p  18 
OTTO,  LUKAS  M.,  A  Sure  Way  to  get  Rid  of  Thrips, 
Jul  p  13 

OWENS,  LYNDALL,  Affiliate  'appenings,  Jan  p  8; 

Mar  p  15;  May  p  8;  Jul  p  46;  Sep  p  33;  Nov  p  55 
OZIO,  JR.,  L.  T.,  Your  Library,  Mar  p  18;  Jul  p  40 
PARE,  CHANTAL,  AV  Growers  are  Nuts!,  Sep  p  10 
PITTMAN,  J.  R.,  Attn:  Hybridizers,  Mar  p  21;  Nov  p 
16 


PROMERSBERGER,  BEV,  Another  Way,  Jan  p  10 
REDELL,  JANEY,  A  Novice  Look  at  Design,  Mar  p 

53 

REXILIUS,  JANE,  Certificates  of  Appreciation 
Awarded,  Jul  p  56 

RIENTS,  JEAN,  They  can  grow  them  BIG  in  Alaska!, 
Nov  p  24 

RIVEST,  CLAUDE,  Attention:  All  Hybridizers,  Mar 
p23 

ROBEY,  MELVIN  J.,  How  Well  Do  You  Know  Your 
African  Violets?,  Mar  p  55;  Plants  Need  Attention 
When  Received,  May  p  55 
ROTH,  MARIAN,  About  Diatomaceous  Earth,  Jul  p 

33 

SAVAGE,  EMILIE,  Dale  Eyerdom  Memorial 
Awards,  Jul  p  18 

SCHROEDER,  DOROTHY,  Watering  Problems, 
Mar  p  40 

SCHROEDER,  MILDRED,  Attn:  Affiliates,  Sep  p  20 
SCHWINDT,  PATTI,  How  to  Set  Up  an  Afffiiate 
Yearbook,  Mar  p  31 
SEIM,  JANET,  Poet's  Corner,  Jan  p  20 
SHAW,  CAROLYN,  Poet's  Corner,  May  p  24 
SMITH,  DR.,  JEFF,  Using  the  Five  Gene  Model  for 
Rower  Color  to  Predict  the  Outcome  of  Crosses  in 
African  Violets,  Mar  p  49;  Correction,  Mar  p  57; 
Observations  on  the  Inheritance  of  Lilian  Jarrett 
Foliage,  May  p  35;  How  to  Breed  for  Specific 
Rower  Colors  in  African  Violets,  Jul  p  37;  A 
Chemical  Analysis  of  the  Rower  Pigments  in 
African  Violets:  Part  III,  Nov  p  20 
SMITH,  JAMES,  Question  Box,  Jan  p  29;  Mar  p  29; 

May  p  29;  Jul  p  19;  Sep  p  29;  Nov  p  31 
SMITH,  ROBERT,  The  Poet's  Corner,  Nov  p  17 
SOTKIEWICZ,  CAROL,  Tales  and  Trails,  Mar  p  43 
STARR,  GEORGE,  Violets  in  Hong  Kong,  Sep  p  40 
STENGER,  JOYCE,  FORMing  a  Successful  Show 
Budget,  Sep  p  49 

STORK,  KENT  AND  JOYCE,  Beginners  Column, 
Jan p  11; Mar p 7; May  p  13; Jul  p 7; Sep  pH; Nov 
pll 

SWITZER,  MARY  ANN,  Grocery  Store  Chimeras, 
Jul  p  10;  Successful  Propagating  from  Bloom 
Stall^,  Sep  p  14 

TAYLOR,  JAMES,  Tissue  Culture  and  African  Vio¬ 
let  Chimeras,  Mar  p  43 

TINARI,  ANNE,  "Live  Plants  ..  Handle  With 
Care.. .",  Sep  p  31 ;  Repeat  of  Free  Leaf  Offer,  Sep  p 
24;  Give  the  Gift  that  Keeps  on  Giving!,  Nov  p  40 
TYSON,  NELL-SUE,  AVSA  Building  Fund,  Jan  p  42; 

Mar  p  26;  May  p  46;  Jul  p  49 
ULANOFF,  CLAIRE,  The  Poet's  Corner,  Nov  p  17; 
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More  About  Diatomaceous  Earthy  Nov  p  37 

VANDERLEEST,  BARBARA,  African  Violet  Trivial 
Pursuit,  Jul  p  21 

VOORHEES,  WYNNE,  Basics  of  Rower  Arrange¬ 
ments  and  Artistic  Plantings,  May  p  53 

WARREN,  RUTH,  AVSA  Booster  Fund,  Jan  p  19; 
Mar  p  6;  May  p  12;  Jul  p  6;  Sep  p  22;  Nov  p  38; 
"Oldies  but  Goodies",  Nov  p  42 

WELCHEL,  LYNDA  C.,  Notes  on  an  Old  Trailer  -- 
Using  a  New  Method  of  Rooting,  May  p  23 

WELLS,  ESTHER  EDWARDS,  1991  Santa  Clara 
Convention /Show  Awards,  Jan  p  34;  Awards  for 
Named  Varieties  —  Amateur  Division  1991  Santa 
Clara  Convention,  Jan  p  37;  More  Show  Awards 
1991  Santa  Clara  AVSA  Convention,  Mar  p  24; 
Hurry!  Send  Your  Awards  Now  for  Columbus, 
Jul  p  12;  Hudson  Memorial  Award  Presented  to 
Sundown  Pittman,  Jul  p  53;  Honorary  One-Year 
Memberships  Awarded,  Jul  p  54;  Bill  Johnson 
Awarded  AVSA  Bronze  Medal  for  Horticultural 
Achievement,  Jul  p  55;  Frank  Burton  Named  to 
Hall  of  Fame,  Jul  p  55;  Mary  Boland  Awarded 
Honorary  Life  Membership,  Jul  p  56;  Marilyn 
Goldstein  Honored  for  Continuing  Service,  Jul  p 
57 

WHITAKER,  JIM,  Needed  Your  Boston  Slides, 
Jan  p  42;  Mar  p  24 

WIKSTEN,  JACKIE,  CONFESSIONS  ...  of  a  Violet 
Addict,  Nov  p  41 

WILKENING,  KARTER  GENE,  How  to  Buy  an 
African  Violet,  Nov  p  46 

WILSON,  HELEN  VAN  PELT,  By  Car  to  the  Show, 
Mar  p  47;  Are  You  a  Joiner?,  May  p  43;  A  Brief 
Guidance  for  Blooming  Violets,  Jul  p  44;  In  Glass 
Containers,  Nov  p  54 

WILSON,  MARY  M.,  The  Poet's  Corner,  Nov  p  17 

WINSLOW,  BILL,  More  About  Diatomaceous 
Earth,  Mar  p  21 


1991  INDEX  OF  COLOR  PICTURES 

ALL  THAT  JAZZ  -  Best  in  Design  for  a  Metropolitan 
St.  Louis  (MO)  African  Violet  Council  show  by 
Fran  Russom,  Jan  p  25 
BLUEBERRY  SWIRL  -  (Ballet),  Jul  p  25 
BLUEBERRY  TOPPING  -  (Sorano),  Jan  p  45 
BRIDAL  LACE  -  (Fredette),  May-Cover 
CAROUSEL  LADY  -  (Burns),  Sep  p  25 
CHAMPAGNE  HALO  -  (Boone),  Mar-Cover 


CHERRY  KISS  -  (Sorano),  Nov  p  48 
CHIMPANSY  -  (Murphy),  Jul  p  28 
CONCORD  -  (Japan),  Mar  p  25 
DAY  DREAMS  -  Sport  of  FICKLE  FLIRT  (Sorano), 
Jul  p  28 

DEEP  SKY  -  (Croteau),  Jul  p  45 
DIXIE  FIESTA  -  (Wilson),  May  p  45 
DORA  LEE  -  (Harris),  May  p  28 
FALLING  SNOW  -  (Tracey),  Sep-Cover 
FANTASY  RUFFLES  -  (Sorano),  Mar  p  48 
GAY  LADY  -  (Wilson),  Mar  p  28 
HIS  PROMISE  -  (Blansit),  Nov  p  28 
HONEY  LOVE  -  (Sorano),  Jan  p  28 
HONEYSUCKLE  ROSE  -  (Munk),  Sep  p  48 
INDIAN  TRAIL  -  (Khoe),  Jan  p  28 
ISLAND  CORAL  -  (Sorano),  Sep  p  45 
IRISH  FLIRT  -  (Sorano),  Jul  p  25;  Nov  p  48 
IRISH  PEARL  -  (Sorano),  Jul  p  25 
MAGGIE  LEE  -  (Wilson),  Sep  p  28 
NESS'  CLASSI  CHASSI  -  (Ness),  May  p  48 
NESS'  ORBIT  RED  -  (Ness),  May  p  48 
NESS'  SHADY  LADY  -  (Ness),  Mar  p  45 
NESS'  VIKING  LASS  -  (Ness),  Mar  p  45 
PHOBOS  -  (Croteau),  Jul  p  45 
PICASSO  -  (Tremblay),  Sep  p  28 
POWWOW  -  (Stork),  Nov-Cover 
PRIDE  OF  COLUMBUS  -  (Pittman),  Jul-Cover 
PRIDE  OF  ENTERPRISE  -  (Wiregrass  AVS/Fre- 
dette),  Jan  p  48 

ROB'S  FIDDLE  FADDLE  -  (Robinson),  Jan-Cover 
ROB'S  MACHO  DEVIL  -  (Robinson),  Jul  p  48 
ROB'S  SILVER  SPOOK  -  (Robinson),  Jan-Cover 
ROB'S  WHAT  NOT  -  (Robinson),  Jan-Cover 
ROB'S  WHIZ  BANG  -  (Robinson),  Jul  p  48 
RUTHIE  GEE  -  (Wilson),  Mar  p  28 
SEA  PRINCESS  -  (Sorano),  May  p  28 
SPECIAL  ATTRACTION  -  (Wilson),  May  p  45 
SPRINGTIME  WEDDING  BOUQUET  designed 
by  Georgene  Albrecht,  May  p  25 
SNUGGLES  BLUSHING  DOLL  -  (Sorano),  Jul  p  25 
SNUGGLES  BUSY  BEE  -  (Sorano),  Jul  p  25 
SNUGGLES  TINY  BABY  -  (Sorano),  Jul  p  25 
STREPTOCARPUS  NANCY  -  Nov  p  45 
SWEET  TEMPTATION  -  (Sorano),  Jan  p  45 
TENDER  LOVE  -  (Pittman),  Jul-Cover 
TEEN  PRINCESS  -  (Pittman),  Jul-Cover 
TINARI'S  FORTE  -  (Tinari),  Nov  p  45 
TUCSON  TRAIL  -  (Lyon),  Nov  p  25 
VICTORIAN  VELVET  -  (Sorano),  Sep  p  45 
WIND  CHIMES  -  (Sorano),  Mar  p  48 
YELLOW  SEEDLING  -  (Blansit),  Nov  p  28 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


Inch 

Number  of  Pots 

Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2-1/4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.20 

2.10 

4.50 

8.00 

31.00 

2-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.40 

2.35 

5.00 

9.00 

37.00 

3 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

1.70 

3.15 

7.00 

13.00 

55.00 

3-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RTor  SQ 

1.95 

3.60 

8.25 

15.00 

65.00 

4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.40 

4.25 

9.50 

17.25 

76.00 

4-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.60 

4.75 

10.50 

19.00 

86.00 

5 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.10 

5.70 

13.00 

23.00 

105.00 

6 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.85 

6.75 

15.50 

29.00 

130.00 

6-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RT 

4.35 

7.75 

17.75 

33.00 

7 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS 

7.10 

13.50 

31.25 

8 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

8.00 

15.50 

36.00 

*SEE  NOTE 

*For  more  than  50  of  6-1/2",  7"  &  8"  pots  send  for  special  quote. 

"Type"  note:  RS  (round  standard)  =  height  &  top  width  are  equal 
RT  (round  tub)  ^  height  is  3/4  top  width 
SQ  (square)  «  volume  same  as  RS 


PLANT  CARE  ITEMS 

Soilless  mixes  and  Ingredients:  8  gal.  maximum  for  one  shipping 

charge. 


VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX  -  mix  of  peat. 

2 

Gal. 

$3.00 

perlit©,  vermiculite,  dolomite  lime  &  trace  of  Peters 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX  -  Similar  to  VH  mix. 

2 

Gal. 

3.00 

no  Peters  &  finer  vermiculite 

PERLITE  -  Aerates  Mix 

1 

Gal. 

1.50 

VERMICULITE  -  Helps  maintain  moisture 

1 

Gal. 

1.50 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  Milled 

2 

Gal. 

2.50 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  Raises  alkalinity  of  too  acid  soil 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CAPILLARY  MATTING  ■  “Vattex” 

Water,  using  capillary  action.  Vattex  is  a  gray  malting  with  a  thin 
black,  perforated  plastic  sheet  on  top.  Thus  algae  growth  is 
minimized.  It  is  washable,  tough,  but  can  be  cut  easily  with  shears, 
it  is  4  feet  wide,  (eg.:  T  x  4‘  -  4  sq.  ft.) 

$.40  per  sq.  ft. 


Wick-water  with:  PLASTIC  WATER  RESERVOIRS 


Height 

20 

50 

100 

500 

0 

OZ. 

1-3/4" 

$7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

16 

oz. 

3" 

7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

32 

OZ. 

3" 

12.00 

26.75 

49.50 

190.90 

W©  do  not  supply  wicks. 

5“  pans  can  fit  in  top  of  8  or  16  oz. 
Reservoirs  without  lids  are  1/2  priced. 


PLASTiC  PAN  POTS 

Very  shallow 

—  depth  is  half  the  width  of  the  top. 

Top  Diam. 

Color 

10 

20 

SO 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh  or  Gr 

3.20 

6.00 

14.00 

25.50 

58.00 

6" 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6-1/2“ 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8“ 

Wh  or  Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh  or  Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Send  Orders  To: 


THE  VIOLET  HOUSE 
P.  O.  Box  1274 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 
Phone  (904)  377-8465 

Prices  good  until  3-31-92 


TINY  TUBS 

YOU  HAVE  BEEN  ASKING 
NOW  WE  HAVE  SOME 


1-3/4"  TALL  X  2-1/8"  WIDE 
White  and  Terra  Cotta 


20.. ... . .....$1.75 

50 . $4.00 

100.. . . $6.75 

500..  . ........$29.00 


SEEDS 

We  continue  to  offer  Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 
(1)  Standard;  (2)  Miniature;  (3)  Variegated;  (4)  Trailer 
PACKETS 

(100  seeds  and  instructions)  . . . . . . ......$4.75 

KITS 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  Jiffy-7  pellets, 

&  starter  container) . . . . . ..............$5.25 

Jeanie  Moe’s  Sinningia  Seeds  are  still  available  in  five  different 
selections:  (A)  Purple;  (B)  Maroon;  (C)  Pink;  (D)  Mini  Mix; 

&  (E)  Micro-mini  Mix 
PACKETS 

(100  seeds  and  instruction  sheet)  . . ......$3.75 

KITS 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  starter  container 
&  Jiffy-7  pellet) . . . . . ....$4.25 

See  our  catalog  for  descriptions 


JlFFY-7  PELLETS  -  12e  EACH 


STARTER  GREENHOUSE . . . ........$4.75 

For  starting  leaves  or  seedlings,  22“  long  x  11"  wide 
includes  tray,  72  cavity  insert  &  clear  dome 


LABELS 

3"  white,  plastic . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100  for  $1.25 

4“  white,  plastic  . . . . . . 100  for  $1.75 


LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 


GRANNY’S  BLOOMER  -  JUNGLE  JUICE 

2  ounce  bottte . . . . . ...........$1.60 

6  ounce  bottle . . . . . ....3.00 


SEND  FOR  OUR  FREE  CATALOG 

Many  other  Items  are  listed:  MOISTRITES, 
OYAMA  PLANTERS,  Insecticides,  Fertilizers, 
Masks  and  Pens,  Meters,  Trays,  Soil  Supplements. 
Minimum  order  is  $7.50  plus  shipping  &  handling 
FLORIDA  customers  MUST  ADD  6%  Sales  Tax 
Shipping  and  Handling  Charges: 

UNITED  PARCEL  to  EASTERN.  MIDWEST.  AND 

SOUTHERN  STATES. . . . ...$3.50 

to  the  West:  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO.  NM,  AZ,  UT,  WY, 

ID,  MT,  WA,  OR.  CA,  &  NV . . . ....$4.00 

ALASKA  &  HAWAII  &  other  areas 

U.S.  MAIL:  Air  or  Surface  . . ....ACTUAL  COST 

if  C.O.D.  by  United  Parcel  Service,  Add  .......$3.75 


SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

8.00 

18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fils  up  to  8“  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

18"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

DISCOVERY  OF  THE 


African  Violet 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS:  GIFTS  FROM  NA¬ 
TURE  ...  by  Melvin  J.  Robey.  Beautiful  new 
book,  contains  42  color  photos,  150  black  and 
white.  Many  illustrations  and  charts;  a  real 
textbook  8-1/2"  x  1 1".  All  you  ever  wanted  to 
know  about  African  violets.  Truly  a  master¬ 
piece!  $45.00  ppd. 


GROWING  OUR  WAY  ...  "OUR  AFRICAN 
VIOLET  HERITAGE"  by  Anne  Tinari  ...  read 
about  the  heritage  of  your  favorite  plant,  its 
growth  and  history  of  many  cultivars  originated 
in  the  last  30  years.  Most  often  asked  questions 
and  answers  to  help  you  with  your  violet  prob- 
lems.  An  ideal  gift  for  any  violet  enthusiast, 
autographed  on  request.  $6.95  postpaid 
GROW-UTE  FLUORESCENT  STAND  -  An 
ideal  fluorescent  light  fixture  to  grow  choice 
African  violets.  Gray  top,  black  wrought  iron 
legs,  height  is  adjustable  from  12"  to  24".  Light 
fixture  comes  complete  with  2-20  watt  Gro- 
Lux  tubes.  App.  size  24"  high,  24"  long  and  13- 
1/2"  deep.  May  be  used  with  an  automatic 
timer.  $49.95  ppd.  LITE  STAND 

4-TRAY  LITE  STAND  ...  Fabricated  from  1" 
square  aluminum  tubing.  They  are  easy  to  as¬ 
semble  with  a  screwdriver.  These  stands  are 
sturdy,  yet  attractive.  The  unit  comes  complete 
with  four  plastic  tan  trays  and  four  double  l^t 
fixtures  with  Gro-lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  TEe 
shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the  fixtrues  are  easily 
adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment.  Overall 
size  70"  hi^  x  26"  length  x  12"  depth.  Shipped  by 
UPS  prepaid. 

4-Tray  Lite  Stand . . Aluminum  finish . $265.00  ppd. 

4-Tray  Lite  Stand ........  Brown  finish  . $285.00  ppd. 


8-TRAY  LITE  STAND ...  Fabricated  from  1"  square  aluminum 
tubing.  They  are  easy  to  assemble.  This  unit  comes  complete 
with  eight  plastic  tan  trays  and  four  double  light  fixtures  with 
Gro-lux  wide  spectrum  tubes.  Shelves  do  not  adjust,  but  the 
fixtures  are  easily  adjusted  with  the  new  slide  adjustment. 
Overall  size  70"  high  x  26"  length  x  24"  depth.  Shipped  by  UPS 
prepaid. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand  . . . Aluminum  Finish  . $295.00  ppd. 

8-Tray  Lite  Stand . . . .  Brown  Finish . . . . . $320.00  ppd. 

FLORA  CART— -IndoorGardenonWheels-Idealfor growing 
African  violets.  Rugged  lifetime  construction  of  aluminum 
tubing.  Beautiful  molded  fiberglass  trays  19"  x  49"  x  1-1/2", 
light-weight,  strong  and  easy  to  clean.  Shipped  "knocked 
down"  with  complete  instructions  for  assembly.  May  be  oper¬ 
ated  with  automatic  timer.  (Accommodates  48"  tul^s.)  Flora 
Carts  shipped  only  in  Continental  USA. 

MODEL  BA-3  -  3-tray  Hora  Cart,  includes  aluminum  framing, 
top  bracket,  three  fiberglass  trays  and  casters  for  easy  moving. 
Overall  size:  68"  high  x  53"  long  x  19"  wide.  Shipped  prepaid  via 

UPS.. . . . . . . . . . . . $315.00 

(Light  fixtures  not  included,  see  below) 
COMBOLITE  FIXTURES  -  for  use  with  all  size  Rora  Carts,  one 
fixture  needed  per  tray,  two  tubes  per  fixture  included  of  the 
Gro-Lux  Wide  Spectrum.  Shipped  prepaid  via  UPS . $75.00 


hanix:rafted  2-piece  self-watering  ceramic  pot 

STYLE  CSW-1 

Height . 4-1/2"  overall 

Width . ......7"  overall 

Pot  Size . . . ...For  3"  or  4"  pots 

Price  . ......................,.........$14.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-2 

Height . 3-1/4“  overall 

Width . . . 5-1/2"  overall 

Pot  Size . . . . . For  2-1  /4"  or  3"  pots 

Price . . . . . . . . . .$10.95  postpaid 

STYLE  CSW-MINI  •  . 

(for  miniatures  &  semiminiatures) 

Height . . .3-1/4"  overall 

Width . .4-3/4"  overall 

Pot  Size . . . . . Minis 

Price . . . . . $8.95  postpidd 

STYLE  CSW-MM  (Micromini) 

NEW  -  especially  for  Microminis 
Height,  2-1/4";  Width,  3-1/2"  overall.  ...$6.9S 
postpaid 

2-piece  ceramic  self-watering  footed  pots.  Choose  from9  sparWing  colors 
in  lavender,  Robin's  egg  blue,  mint  green,  deep  blue,  pink,  sesame,  lemon 
yellow,  gray,  and  white.  Attractive  violet  cluster  glazed  decal  decoration 
on  both  sides.  (Please  state  2nd  color  choice.)  These  pots  can  be  watered 
from  side  holes  to  the  reservoir  or  removed  to  refill  reservoir.  Helps  to  . 
avoid  overwatering  and  very  convenient  for  people  who  must  be  away  for 
periods  of  time. 


CERAMIC 


CONCH  SHELL 


Self-watering  2-piece  ceramic  conch  shell.  A  novel  way  to 
display  and  grow  yourmostbeautiful  violets.  Shell  measures  8" 
in  diameter,  4"  high  suitable  for  2-1/2"  to  3"  pot.  Available  in 
four  sparkling  colors  with  Mother-of-Pearl  overlay ...  soft  shell 

peach,  light  blue,  light  lavender  &  white . $14.95  ppd. 

OLD-FASHIONED  CERAMIC  EGG  CUP 
Ideal  to  hold  miniature  and  semiminiature  violets.  3-1/2"  high,  2- 
3/4"  wide  with  violet  decal.  Available  in  lavender,  pink,  Robin's 

egg  blue  and  white. . . . ...............$5.95  postpaid. 

MINIATURE  CERAMIC  TEA  CUP 

Perfect  setting  for  rrdcromini  smd  miniature  violets.  2-1/4"  high, 

2-1/4"  wide  with  violet  decal,  adorable.  Available  in  lavender, 

pink,  Robin's  egg  blue  and  white . . . . . $3.95  ppd. 

COLORFUL  CERAMIC  EGGS 
Unusual  ceramic  eggs,  a  collectors  delight  in  3  sizes  ... 

Large  3"  size  . . ................$339  ppd. 

Medium  2-1/2"  size . . . . . . . $239  ppd. 

SmaU  1-1/2'  size . . . . . . . ..............$139  ppd. 

Available  in  five  delightful  colors  with  violet  decal ...  lavender,  mint  green, 
Robin's  egg  blue,  sesame  and  white. 

TDVARI'S  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWING  MEDIUM 
Properly  blended  growing  medium  -  the  same  used  in  our  greenhouse 
operation,  pH  of  about  6.4,  packaged  ready  to  ship  in: 

12Quart  poly  bag . ....zone  0-1-2 . $11.95  ppd. 

12  Quart  poly  bag  . . zone  3-4-5 . ......$12.95  ppd. 

12Qupt  poly  bag . . . .zone  6-7-8-9 . $13.95  ppd. 

“  ■  '  .  ■■■;.) 


O^iret  number  of  your  zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use.] 


L 


(ItyR 

Hiintinidon  Val!«y.  1900$ 

Dept  AV  •  Commercial  Memben  AVS  of  America,  Inc. 
Send  50«  for  color  catalog. 


rican 


Strictly  Business  —  Your  Business 


INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN 
ONE  ITEM,  SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PmSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to 
AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704  -  phone  409-®9- 
4725.  Life  -  $200;  Contmerdal  USA  -  $S,  Commercial  International 
-  $27;  Individual-  $15.00,  USA  only.  All  other  countries  $17.00.  Remit 
in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application  on  page  1. 

AFFILIATES:  ^apter  -  $15.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $30.  Please 
complete  the  form  receive  with  your  renewal  notice  and  return  to  AVSA 
office  with  affiliate  du^  check.. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION:  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help, 
requests  for  assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  190, 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize 
a  chapter  or  membership  questions,  write  Irene  Merrell,  W  283 
Hillendale  Dr.,  Oconomowoc,  WI 53066. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Nancy  Lawrence,  Office  Manager,  P.  O.  Box  3609, 
Beaumont,  TX  77704, 409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  Hours:  Mon¬ 
day  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA 
Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you 
have  ideas  for  a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Ralph 
Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277. 

MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1992,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in 
part  without  written  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are 
property  of  AVSA  and  must  notbe  reprinted  without  editor's  per¬ 
mission. 

EDITOR:  Jane  Birge,  P.  O.  Box  1401,  Beaumont,  TX  77704,  Office, 
409-835-6008;  FAX  409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  by  Members  &  Columnists:  Send  to  Editor. 
COMING  EVENT  NOTICES:  Send  to  Editor. 


•Please  Note:  Deadline  -  Articles,  Columnists  &  Com¬ 
ing  Events:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar,  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue 
-  Feb.  1;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  - 
Aug.  1. 


BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER;  Hoyd  Lawson, 
1100  W.  Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91006. 

BINDERS  FOR  AVMs:  $14.50  each  or  2  for  $28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES  FOR  AVMs:  $12.50  each  or  2  for  $24.00. 
BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  P.  O.  Box 
3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  (club  or 
individual)  to  Marlene  Buck,  P.  O.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 
BUILDING  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Anne  Jantzen,  2725  Ka¬ 
trina  Way,  Mountain  View,  CA  94040. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES:  David  Buttram,  P.  O.  Box  193,  Inde¬ 
pendence,  MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SAIFS  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  conven¬ 
tion  entries  or  sales  room,  contact  J.  R.  Bttman,  12406  Alexandria, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78233. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contri¬ 
butions  for  convention  awards  to  Esther  Edwards  Wells,  948  Fair 
Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068  by  Sept.  1. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Jan.  issue.  Send  special  requests  for 
workshop  programs;  suggest  names  of  interesting  speakers  to 
DoDe  Whitaker,  Convention  Director,  2085  Leeward  Lane,  Merritt 
Island,  FL  32953.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  IXrector. 

FUTURE  CONVENTION  DATES:  Columbus,  Ohio  -  April  20  -  26, 
1 992;  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania  -  April  19  -  24, 1 993;  Denver,  Colorado 
-  May  23  -  28, 1994;  St.  Louis,  Missouri  -  May  22-27, 1995;  Atlanta, 
Georgia  -  May  23-27, 19% 

CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  Quantity  Price  per  100 

100  to  400  $7.50 

500  to  900  $5.50 

1000  and  over  $4.25 


SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (postpaid): 

Quantity  Price  per  1,000 


1,000  to  4,000 
5,000  to  9,000 
10,000  and  over 


$17.50 

$15.00 

$14.00 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  &  copy  info: 
Meredith  HaU,  922  E.  14th  St.,  Houston,  TX  77009,  713-869-0102. 


ADVERTISING  Deadlines:  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 
-  Jan.  1;  May  issue  -  Mar.  1;  July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue  - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1.  OM.Y  currently  paid  Commer¬ 
cial  Members  may  advertise. 


SHOW  TALK  (Winners) :  Send  to  Darryl  Hoover,  912  S.  Highland 
Ave.,  Fullerton,  CA  92632 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS;  Send  new  address  atleast  30  days  before 
it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office. 

FAILURE  TO  RECEIVE:  Notify  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 
QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY 
14209. 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  (1990)  $12.95  post¬ 
paid.  Describes  all  varieties  re^stered  to  December  1990  - 
all  recognized  species,  and  non-registered  cultivars  intro¬ 
duced  from  July  1983  to  December  1990.  MVL  is  looseleaf 
and  requires  BESJDER.  Order  both  from  Beaumont  office. 
MVL  BINDER:  3-ring,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $6.95 
MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  pubUshed  in  the  AVM.  Send 
any  coirection  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with 
hybridizer's  name  to  Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List 
Cihairman,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San  Dimas,  CA  91773.  Back 
supplements  (1984  to  1989)  available  from  AVSA  Office  for 
$1.50  each. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1990  MVL  -  $25.00. 
Updates  (when  available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compati¬ 
bility  requirements,  please  write  Beaumont  office. 


MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New 
Members,  only.  Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protec¬ 
tive  cover  of  AVM. 


HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS,  EXHIB¬ 
ITORS  AND  JUDGES:  You  can  now  order  the  May  1990  revised 
pages  to  insert  in  1986  edition  for  $3.50.  If  you  do  not  have  the  1986 
edition,  order  the  revised  book  for  $9.95  (postage  paid). 

JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  enve¬ 
lope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to 
Elinor  Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 


OFHCIAL  CORRESPONDENCE:  AVSA  Secretary,  Mrs.  Janet  T. 
Riemer,  256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 
PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  (Zourt,  Qare- 
mont,  CA  91711. 

RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research,  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Frank 
Tinari,  2325  Valley  Road,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $6.00  ppd.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  six  (6)  times  a  year:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Second  class  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices.  Subscription  $15.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  membership  dues. 

Copyright  1992  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 


POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579 
to  African  Violet  Magazine,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704. 
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Vol.  45  Number  2  March/ April  1992 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles  technically  correct  Since  the  Rowing  of  fine  African  violets 
can  be  achieved  in  many  ways^  the  methods  and  opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their  own 
and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 

ON  THE  COVER  —  Outrage,  a  Gordon  Boone  hybrid  and  blue  ribbon  winner  grown  by  Carroll 
Gealy  of  Westlake  Village,  CA,  at  the  1991  AVSA  Convention/Show  in  Santa  Clara,  CA. 

(Cover  photo  by  Ernest  Braun,  Photographer,  San  Francisco) 

TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 


REGULAR  FEATURES 

3.  From  the  President's  Desk  -  Charles  Bollar 

4.  Newsline:  AVSA  Office  -  Nancy  Lawrence 

5.  Jane's  Journal  -  Jane  Birge 

6.  AVSA  Booster  Fund  -  Ruth  Warren 

7.  Beginners  Column  -  Joyce  &  Kent  Stork 

11,  Your  Library  -  Ralph  Breden 

12.  Coming  Events 

16,  AVSA  Building  Fund  -  Anne  Jantzen 

17,  mini-tidbits  -  Florence  Naylor 
19.  Show  Talk  -  Darryl  Hoover 

21.  A  Family  Portrait  -  Georgene  Albrecht 
23.  Creating  with  Fredette  -  Irene  Fredette 
29.  Registration  Report  -  Iris  Keating 
39.  Commercials  -  A  Closer  Look 

"  Joan's  African  Violets  -  David  Buttram 

42.  Boyce  Edens  Research  -  Marlene  Buck 
46.  Question  Box  -  James  Smith 

PERTAINING  TO  VIOLETS 
10.  Green  with  Envy  -  Georgene  Albrecht 
26.  Tally  Time  1991  -  Anna  Jean  Landgren 


43,  America's  Celebration  of  Discovery 
»  Reinhold  Holtkamp,  Jr. 

44.  S.O.S.  -  Karter  Wilkeniiig 
49.  African  Violets  for  Everyone 

"  Abigail  Greenbank 
■50.  African  Violet  Chlorosis  ... 

~  Charles  E.  Sledge,  M.D. 

54.  Comparison  of  Leaf  Anthocyanins 
”  Wendy  Ives  and  Dr.  Jeff  Smith 

CONVENTION 

34.  Attn:  Hybridizers  -  J.  R.  Pittman 
34.  Needed  -  Your  Slides  -  Jim  Whitaker 

42.  Ohio  A  VS  to  Sell  Souvenirs 

43.  Attn:  Convention  Show  Exhibitors 
53.  Additions  to  Convention  Agenda 

MISCELLANEOUS 
6.  In  Memory 

18.  Poet's  Corner 
20.  Book  Review  -  Anne  Tinari 
34.  Letters  to  the  editor 
59.  AVSA  Emblems 


Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by:  yembership  # 

African  Violet  Society  of  America^  Inc 

P.  O,  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704  Pate_ -  - - - - - - _____ 

Memberehip  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Check  membership  desired. 
Individual  Membership  USA  ($15.00) 

Associate  Member  USA  ($6.75-No  magazine)  type  or  print) 

International  Membership  ($17.00) 

Name _ 

International  Associate  ($7.75-No  magazine) 


Commercial  USA  ($25.00)  Inf.l  ($27.00)  Addre® _ 

Affiliated  Chapter  USA  C$15.00)  Inti.  ($17.00) 

Affiliated  State,  Regional  and  Council  ($30,00)  - 

Ofe  ($200.00)  Library  ($1 5.00)  State 

Du«  Endosrf 

Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc.  INTEENATIONAL  APPLICANTS;  _ ^New  Member  _ Renewal 

please  remit  in  US$  with  a  draft  or  ch«k  on  a  New  York-  USA  bank 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  March/April  1992  1 


The  Official  Publication  of 
The  African  VMet  Society 
of  America,  Inc., 
a  nonprofit  organization 

OFFICERS: 

A.  OHARLES  BOLLAR,  President 
F32030  P.  O.  Box  44209 
Cincinnati  OH  45244 
MRS,  J.  R.  PITTMAN, 

1st  Vice  President 
12406  Alexandria 
San  Antonio,  TX  782^ 

L.  T,  OZIO,  JR.,  2iid  Vice  President 
1009  Ditdi  Ave. 

Morgan  City,  LA  70380 
ESTHER  EDWARDS  WELLS, 

3rd  Vice  President 

948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068 
MRS.  JANET  T.  RIEMER,  Secretary 
256  Penn.-Harbourton  Rd. 

Permmgton,  NJ  08534 
WYNNE  VOORHEES,  Treasurer 
857  Fillmore  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70124 
IMMEDIATE  PAST  PRESIDENT 
MARY  BOLAMD 
6415  Wilcox  Court 
Alexandria,  VA  22310 
EDITOR  EMERITUS 
MRS.  GRACE  FOOIE 
211  Allien  Place,  Port  Arthur,  TX  77642 
STAFF 

JANE  BKGE,  Editor 

P.O.  Box  1401,  Beaumont,  TX  77704 

MRS.  MmEDITH  HALL,  Adv.  Mgr. 

922  E^t  14th  St.,  Houston,  TX  77009 
NANCY  LAWRENCE,  Office  Manager 
P,  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704 
JANE  REXILIUS,  Publications  Chainnan 
5634  Yarwell,  Houston,  TX  770% 
COLUMNISTS:  David  Buttram,  Kent  & 
Joyce  Stork,  Darryl  Hoover,  Ralph  Breden, 
Anne  Jantzen,  Irene  Merrell,  Florence  Nay¬ 
lor,  Ruth  Waixen,  Bill  Foster,  Jim  Smith, 
Nancy  Lawrence,  Georgene  Albrecht,  Mar¬ 
lene  Buck,  Iris  Keating,  Irene  Fredette. 
BEST  VARIETIES,  HONOR  ROLL: 

Hoyd  Lawson,  1100  W.  Huntington  Dr., 
Arcadia,  CA  91006 
TALLY  TIME: 

Anna  Jean  Landgren,  2450  Iroquois  Rd., 
Wilmette,  IL  60091 

PUBLISHER:  Publishing  Today,  P.  O.  Box 
1401, Beaumont,  TX  77704 


A 

71 .  African  Violets  by  Grace 
65,  Alice's  Violet  Room 

62.  AFs  Violets 

64.  African  Violets  Supreme 

65.  A-MI  Violettes 

66.  American  Gloxinia 
&  Gesneriad  Society 

72.  AV  Enterprises  Press 

59.  AVSA  Emblems 

B 

66.  Big  Sky  Violets 

C 

67.  Cape  Cod  Violetry 
66.  Chatter 

70.  Country  Road  Violets 
66.  The  Cryptanthus  Society 

F 

64.  Fischer 

71.  Rorals  of  Fredericks 

G 

65.  Granger  Gardens 

H 

60.  HousePlant  Magazine 

I 

70.  Indoor  Gardening  Supplies 

J 

71 .  JF  Industries 

62.  JoS  Violets 

68.  Jud)/s  Violets 

K 

57.  Kaihina  African  Violets 

L 

68.  Les  Violettes  Natalia 

63.  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 


M 

70.  Marie's  Adoptable  Violets 

62.  Midland  Violets 

63.  Mighty  Minis 

O 

66.  Orchid  Society 

P 

62.  Patches  &  Pots 

68.  Plant  Collectibles 

57.  Planters  International 

69.  Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

R 

72.  R  &  M  Marketing 
69.  Rice's  Hybrid  Violets 

71.  Rob's  Mini-o-lets 

S 

69.  Schultz 

63.  Shirley's  House  of  Violets 

64.  Sonja's  Violets 

68.  Sudbury 

T 

69,  Teas  Nursery 

Back  Cover  -  Tinari  Greenhouses 
62.  Travis' Violets 

V 

65.  V-Base 

65.  Violet  Creations 
Inside  Back  Cover 

-  The  Violet  Express 

61.  The  Violet  House 

64.  Violet  Showcase 
68.  Violets  By  Appointment 

72.  Violets  Plus 

72.  Volkmann  Brothers 

66.  Volkmann  Gardens 

Z 

66.  Zaca  Vista  Nursery 


ADVERTISER'S  INDEX 


Trouble  with  an  advertiser?  Write  your  AV  Advertising  Manager  giving  complete  details. 
While  AVSA  cannot  assume  responsibility  for  advertisers,  we  try  to  help  resolve  the  problem. 
If  an  advertiser  is  found  irresponsible,  they  will  be  refused  future  ads. 


2  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  March/April  1992 


y^rom  the 
(President 's  (Desfi 

Dear  AVSA  Members, 

Columbus,  Ohio,  April  20  -  26, 1992,  at  the  Hyatt  Columbus  Hotel  Con¬ 
vention  Center  is  the  place  to  be  for  AVSA's  46th  convention. 

Knowing  the  people  doing  the  convention,  I  promise  it  will  be  one  of  the 
more  outstanding  ones  to  attend.  With  the  theme:  "African  Violets  — Heri¬ 
tage  and  Horizons,"  A  Century  of  Violets  1892-1992,  how  could  you  not  have 
a  beautiful  display  of  violets  and  arrangements? 

The  exceptional  tours  to  take  are  listed  in  your  January /February  1992 
AVM  and  are  something  you  will  not  want  to  miss.  After  all  of  this,  you  can 
still  visit  AmeriFlora  '92. 1  have  been  there  and  have  taken  a  special  tour  of  the 
construction  and  layout  of  the  grounds  for  countries  around  the  world  and 
their  displays  of  flowers.  There  are  88  acres  I  might  add,  larger  than 
Disneyland,  they  say. 

I  can't  begin  to  explain  the  magnitude  of  this  fantastic  display  of  flowers 
and  buildings  that  are  being  readied  for  your  enjoyment.  Even  the  streets  of 
Columbus,  their  parks  and  business  firms,  are  doing  their  part  by  redoing  their 
plants  with  flowers.  We  were  so  impressed  with  what  we  saw,  Ava  and  I 
purchased  a  season  pass  so  we  could  spend  extra  time  there  to  enjoy  it  all.  This 
opportunity  probably  will  not  happen  again  for  many  years  to  come,  so  please 
join  us. 

Please  welcome  Darryl  Hoover  of  California  as  our  new  "Show  Talk"  col¬ 
umnist  for  the  AVM. 


Sincerely  yours, 


A.  Charles  Bollar 
AVSA  President 
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Newsline:  AVSA  Beaumont  Office 

Nancy  Lawrence,  Office  Manager 


Some  of  you  have  just  received  your  first 
African  Violet  Magazine  (AVM).  You  may  be  a 
new  member  or  you  may  have  purchased  your 
magazine  in  a  bookstore.  No  matter  which  cate¬ 
gory  you  are  in,  you  are  obviously  interested  in 
growing  African  violets  and  are  seeking  grow¬ 
ing  information  well,  congratulations  and 
welcome,  you  have  chosen  the  right  source. 
Growing  information  is  what  the  African  Violet 
Magazine  is  all  about. 

With  your  interest  in  having  information  in 
mind,  we  would  like  to  let  you  know  that  BACK 
ISSUES  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  are 
available,  and  each  one  is  chock-full  of  pointers 
you  may  need.  If  you  would  like  to  order  back 
issues,  send  a  SASE  to  the  office  and  request  a 
list  of  the  available  back  issues.  The  cost  per 
issue  is  $2.50.  Our  address  is: 

AVSA 

P.  O.  Box  3609 
Beaumont,  TX  77704 

For  those  of  you  who  bought  the  AVM  in  a 
bookstore,  you  might  like  to  know  that  mem¬ 
bership  in  The  African  Violet  Society  of  Amer¬ 
ica,  entitles  you  to  SIX  issues  of  the  magazine  for 
only  $15.00  per  year  in  the  United  States. 

Where  to  Purchase  African  Violets: 

For  information  on  where  to  buy  African 
violets  in  your  area,  send  a  SASE  envelope  to  the 
above  address,  and  we  will  send  you  a  list  of  our 
commercial  members.  Also,  many  of  our  Affili¬ 
ated  clubs  offer  the  chance  to  purchase  plants  at 
their  shows.  If  you  would  like  to  have  a  list  of  the 
clubs  in  your  area,  send  your  request  and  a  SAS 
to  the  office. 

To  Commercial  Growers  who  Ship: 

We  would  like  to  be  able  to  offer  our  members 
a  list  of  our  commercial  growers  who  ship.  We 
would  also  like  to  know  if  you  ship  only  in  the 


U.S.A.  or  if  you  also  ship  to  international 
members,  and  if  so,  which  countries.  I  asked  for 
this  information  in  the  January  AVM,  and  the 
only  response  I  received  was  from  Bill  and 
Kathryn  Paauwe  of  Violets  by  Appointment  in 
West  Sayville,  New  York.  The  office  often  re¬ 
ceives  letters  or  phone  calls  asking  for  this 
information.  Please  help  us  out. 

Hybridizers: 

We  often  receive  letters  or  phone  calls  from 
people  who  are  looking  for  a  certain  plant.  We 
can  tell  them  who  hybridized  the  plant,  and  if 
the  hybridizer  is  a  commercial  member,  we  can 
tell  them  where  to  write;  however,  if  the  hybr¬ 
idizer  is  not  a  commercial  member  or  not 
someone  we  know,  we  have  to  search  through 
ads  in  the  magazine  trying  to  help  the  member 
find  a  place  to  buy  a  certain  plant,  and  they  are 
not  always  listed.  Hybridizers  please  help  us 
by  sending  us  a  list  of  commercials  who 
handle  your  plants. 

Rebates: 

Commercials  and  Affiliated  Clubs  who 
brought  AVSA  six  or  more  new  members  in 
1991,  will  soon  be  receiving  their  $1.00  per 
member  rebates.  We  try  very  hard  to  make  sure 
that  all  of  you  receive  credit  for  the  members 
you  bring  to  AVSA.  When  you  send  in  new 
memberships,  it  would  help  us  if  you  would 
make  it  VERY  CLEAR,  that  your  business  or 
your  club  should  be  credited.  It  is  always  easier, 
when  you  send  a  membership  application  with 
your  name  STAMPED  or  WRITTEN  in  the 
space  provided,  along  with  the  new  members 
name,  address  and  check. 

AVSA  will  be  offering  a  special  centennial 
pin  at  the  Columbus  convention  to  commemo¬ 
rate  the  100th  year  of  the  discoveiy  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  violet.  It  is  a  limited  edition,  and  the  cost 
will  be  $10.00. 
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It  might  xem  like  "old"  news,  but  because  of 
the  supplement  in  the  January/Febmary  1992 
issue  of  the  AVM,  I  am  including  photographs 
in  the  center  section  of  this  issue,  of  the  A  VS  A 
Dedication  and  Open  House  held  October  12, 
1991  here  in  beautiful  Beaumont,  Texas.  There 
were  so  many  good  photos  to  choose  from; 
however,  I  hope  you  enjoy  this  bit  of  AVSA 
history.  The  new  office  is  just  beautiful  and  I 
want  to  remind  any  and  all  of  you  to  include  a 
visit  here  if  you  are  in  the  neighborhood. 

Of  course  I  had  to  include  a  picture  of  all  of 
the  flags  I  have  been  collecting.  They  look  so 
impressive  and  speaking  of  flags — another  one 
has  arrived  and  it's  from  Thailand!  Many 
thanks  go  to  Merle  D,  Brown,  P.  O.  Box  29, 
Chiang  Mai,  500000,  Thailand.  Merle  would 
like  to  correspond  with  any  other  AVSA  mem¬ 
bers  who  live  in  Hiailand. 

Send  Articles 

The  response  has  been  very  good  to  my 
request  for  articles  for  the  magazine.  I  still  feel, 
however,  that  I  haven't  heard  from  some  of  you 
who  are  just  itching  to  tell  your  story.  Please 
consider  sending  line  drawings  or  photographs 
with  your  article,  just  to  jazz  it  up  a  bit.  Send  any 
unpublished  articles  to: 

Jane  Birge,  AVM 
P.  O.  Box  1401 
Beaumont,  TX  77704 

Imagine  your  pride  when  you  open  the  latest 
issue  and  find  your  byline. 

Hybridizers 

The  pantry  is  getting  low  on  slides  for  the 


color  section  of  this  magazine.  Remember,  a 
color  photo  in  this  magazine,  is  some  of  the  best 
"free"  advertising  you  can  get.  If  you  have 
slides  left  over  from  doing  your  yearly  catalog, 
send  them  to  me.  Just  make  sure  they  are 
marked  (identified)  and  have  an  arrow  point¬ 
ing  which  way  is  up.  You  would  be  surprised 
how  easy  it  is  to  get  slides  upside  down.  I  hope 
to  be  hearing  from  a  lot  of  you  soon. 

AmeriFlora  '92  Update 

Word  was  received  here  at  the  Beaumont 
office  that  Reinhold  Holtkamp,  Jr.,  of 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses,  Inc.  (Optiflora,  Inc.)  of 
Nashville,  TN,  will  be  entering  the  interna¬ 
tional  competition  at  AmeriFlora  '92,  on  behalf 
of  "Optimara  USA  and  All  African  Violet  En¬ 
thusiasts  of  the  AVSA."  If  you  are  in  Columbus, 
please  make  it  a  point  to  visit  the  Grand  Interna¬ 
tional  Horticultural  Exposition  and  Competi¬ 
tion  from  April  20  -  May  3, 1992.  Thank  you,  Mr. 
Holtkamp  for  including  AVSA. 

New  Magazine 

A  new  publication,  you  should  all  be  looking 
for,  coming  out  in  March,  is  HousePlant  Maga- 
zine.  The  premier  issue  will  feature  a  drawing 
of  the  yellow  African  violet.  Our  old  friend, 
Larry  Hodgson,  former  editor  of  Houseplant 
Fomm,  is  editor-in-chief.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  write:  Mark  Brandaroli,  Rt.  1,  Box  271-2, 
Elkins,  West  Virginia  26241  or  call  304-636- 
1212.  Best  of  luck  to  all  of  them.  Fm  really 
looking  forward  to  their  first  issue! 

It  will  be  great  seeing  you  all  again  in  Colum¬ 
bus! 
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In  Memory 


KATHRYN  G.  BRADY 

Kathryn  G.  Brady  of  Wissahickon,  PA,  died 
August  31, 1991  at  the  age  of  89.  Kathiyn  was 
President  of  the  African  Violet  Society  of  Phila¬ 
delphia  from  1961  - 1963. 

Kathryn  is  survived  by  a  son,  William  A. 
Brady;  a  daughter,  June  B.  Marshall;  five  grand¬ 
children;  and  five  great-grandchildren. 

She  and  her  husband  Bill  were  both  wonder¬ 
ful  workers  and  great  supporters  of  our  organi¬ 
zation.  Their  talents  added  to  the  success  of  all 
our  shows  and  monthly  meetings. 

We  miss  their  winning  smiles. 

June  O'Ndll 


RUTH  SWARTZ 
1912  - 1991 

Ruth  Swartz  died  December  19, 1991 .  She  was 
a  16-year  member  of  the  Upper  Pinellas  African 
Violet  Society  of  Clearwater,  FL;  a  12-year 
member  of  the  African  Violet  Council  of  Flor¬ 
ida;  a  member  of  Dixie  African  Violet  Society, 
Gesneriad  International,  and  Saintpaulia  Inter¬ 
national. 

She  is  survived  by  her  husband,  William  L. 
Swartz;  a  son,  Edward;  a  daughter,  Janet  Pag- 
nard;  and  five  grandchildren. 

She  was  an  active  and  willing  member  of  the 
Society,  a  dedicated  designer,  and  one  who 
always  participated  and  contributed  to  the 
many  shows  and  other  activities. 

Ruth  was  much  loved  and  will  be  greatly 
missed. 

Dorothy  Hann 

MARY  MILLER  HENDERSON 
1918  - 1991 

Mary  Miller  Henderson  of  Charlotte,  NC 
died  September  26, 1991.  She  joined  the  AVS  of 
Charlotte  in  1983  after  her  retirement  from 
Prudential  Insurance  Co.  During  those  eight 
years  she  served  as  first  vice  president,  on  show 
committees  and  as  hospitality  chairman. 


A  gentle  woman,  Mary  contributed  greatly  to 
our  club,  working  quietly  on  the  yearly  shows. 

Mary  is  survived  by  two  daughters,  Susan 
Hooper  and  Mary  Pa3me;  a  brother,  J.  W.  Miller; 
a  sister,  Margaret  Fisher  and  five  grandchil¬ 
dren. 

She  will  be  missed  by  all  who  knew  and  loved 
her. 

Margaret  K  Simendinger 
Historian 
AVS  of  Charlotte 

AVSA 

Booster  Fund 


Ruth  Warren 
R  O.  Box  3664 
Fall  River,  MA  02722 

AVSA  Booster  Fund  is  nearing  its  goal  to 
provide  full  payment  for  the  computer  and 
printer  for  the  AVSA  office.  With  the  help  and 
support  of  those  who  have  not  sent  in  a  contri¬ 
bution,  we  can  succred.  Whoever  shares  will 
also  reap  many  rewards.  Help  your  Booster 
Fund  Committee  to  announce  in  the  next  AVM 
that  our  dream  has  been  realized. 


Central  Jersey  AVS  .....................................................  10.00 

Oakvffle  AVS  ................................................................30.00 

Sweetwater  AVS  ..........................................................  10.00 

Granada  Hills  AVS 

in  memory  of  Irene  Them ...................................... ,...10.00 

Longview  AVC  ...........................................................  10.00 

AVS  of  Pensacola  .........................................................25.00 

Nutmeg  State  AVS .......................................................  25.00 

First  AVS  of  Dallas 

in  lieu  of  speate's  fee  to  Martha  Turner  ...............25.00 

AVSA  Booster  Pins  ..................................................... 65.00 

C.  E.  Tussey 

in  memory  of  Phyllis  Baker ...................................... .25.00 

Beth  E.  Harris  .............................................................. 20.00 

Crosstown  AVC  ..........................................................  10.00 

Capital  Qty  AVS ......................................................... 25.00 

TrTCities  AVC ...............................................................  50.00 

Northern  CA  Coundl  of  AVS  ................................. 25.00 

Jefferson  AVA  ............................................................ 25.00 

AVS  of  Rochester 

in  memory  of  Frances  Brouwer ................................  10.00 

Smith's  Country  Cottage  African  Violets  ................25.00 

Jean  Peters  ....................................................................  10.00 

Stella  Richardson  10.00 

Springfield  AVS ...........................................................  10.00 
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BEGINNERS 

COLUMN 

Kent  and  Joyce  Stork 

P 1  BE  -k 

P.  0.  Box  398 

Arlington,  NE  68002 
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African  Violet  Myths  and  The  Real  Truth 


Almost  everyone  you  meet  knows  something 
about  African  violets.  That  may  sound  like  a 
good  thing,  except  that  most  of  them  have 
heard  the  myths  and  not  the  truth.  Maybe  it's 
because  so  many  of  us  grew  up  in  homes  that 
nurtured  (or  killed)  a  violet.  In  any  case,  some  of 
these  myths  have  become  so  prevalent  that 
some  people  are  reluctant  to  try  growing  Afri¬ 
can  violets.  That  is  a  dreadful  shame!  So  let's 
review  a  few  of  the  myths,  speculate  on  why 
they  developed,  and  most  of  all,  let's  look  for 
the  truth. 

"AFRICAN  VIOLETS  ARE  EASY  TO  KILL/' 

If  you  have  gotten  far  enough  into  the  hobby 
to  be  reading  this  magazine,  you  already  know 
that  this  is  not  really  true.  Violets  are  actually 
quite  durable,  most  of  the  time.  There  are, 
however,  several  good  ways  to  kill  an  African 
violet.  Note  that  we  are  talking  about  absolute 
death  here,  not  just  a  sickly  appearance  or  lack 
of  bloom.  Overwatering,  temperature  ex¬ 
tremes,  pests,  and  poison  will  do  it. 

Probably  the  most  common  cause  of  death  in 
African  violets  is  overwatering.  Violets  are 
quite  vulnerable  to  crown  rot,  a  fungus  which 
can  only  reach  the  plant  through  water  or  soggy 
soil.  If  a  plant  is  left  to  stand  with  its  roots  in 
water  for  more  than  an  hour  or  so,  it  may 
become  vulnerable  to  such  a  fungal  invasion.  If 
the  potting  soil  is  not  a  loose,  porous  mix,  it  may 


retain  too  much  moisture,  also  putting  the  plant 
at  risk. 

The  solution  is  to  pot  violets  in  a  light  airy 
mix,  and  find  a  watering  system  that  allows  the 
roots  to  stay  moist  but  not  wet.  If  watering  once 
(or  more)  a  week,  be  sure  to  empty  the  excess 
water  from  the  saucer  under  the  plant  within  30 
minutes  or  so.  Or  use  one  of  the  constant- water 
methods,  such  as  wicking  or  matting,  that  al¬ 
lows  the  roots  to  draw  up  only  what  they  need. 

Temperature  extremes  will  also  kill  a  violet. 
Growth  basically  stops  below  60°  F,  and  freez¬ 
ing  temperatures  will  cause  leaves  to  turn  to 
mush.  Temperatures  above  85°  F,  may  damage 
leaves,  causing  them  to  come  limp  and  watery. 
Regular  temperature  extremes  can  damage 
root  systems,  and  make  the  plant  weak  and 
vulnerable  to  pests  or  pathogens. 

Insects  and  disease  are  also  violet  killers.  For 
whatever  reason,  it  seems  that  this  doesn't 
happen  until  a  grower  is  really  hooked  and 
growing  a  lot  of  plants.  It  seems  to  happen  to  all 
of  us  eventually.  Take  heart,  there's  help  avail¬ 
able,  but  subject  is  entirely  too  large  for  our 
discussion  here.  Dr.  Charles  Cole  of  Texas 
A&M  is  a  wonderful  resource,  as  is  the  AVM 
and  the  Handbook  for  African  Violet  Growers, 
Exhibitors,  and  fudges. 

Yes,  poison  will  also  kill  your  plants.  Toxicity 
may  come  from  overuse  of  pesticides  or  fertiliz¬ 
ers  or  perhaps  from  a  natural  gas  leak  in  your 
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home.  We've  known  very  few  people  who  will 
readily  admit  that  they  personally  poisoned 
their  plant.  It's  easier  to  say  that  "African  violets 
are  easy  to  kill." 

"VIOLETS  DO  BEST 
IN  A  NORTH  WINDOW" 

Finding  the  right  window  in  which  to  place 
those  first  few  plants  is  always  a  challenge. 
Grandma  quite  probably  did  have  the  best  luck 
with  her  north  window,  because  Grandma 
could  not  air  condition  when  it  got  hot.  Plants  in 
her  brighter  windows  would  cook  during 
warm  summer  months. 

Assuming  that  you  can  cool  the  inside  tem¬ 
perature  during  very  hot  spells,  the  violets  will 
often  do  better  and  bloom  more  in  windows 
that  provide  more  light.  In  our  area,  that  is  a 
south  or  east  window.  Even  with  air  condition¬ 
ing,  west  windows  seem  to  get  too  warm  for 
violets  to  really  thrive. 

If  the  north  window  (we're  talking  northern 
hemisphere  here)  is  the  only  choice,  be  sure  to 
place  the  plant  quite  close  to  the  glass.  It  helps  if 
the  window  is  large  and  not  shaded  by  drapes, 
roof  overhangs,  or  trees. 

Advanced  growers  have  found  that  the  best 
light  is  usually  artificially  produced  by  fluores¬ 
cent  light  tubes.  This  does  not  need  to  be  expen¬ 
sive  or  fancy.  It  does  need  to  be  within  about  12 
inches  of  the  plant  and  on  about  12  hours  a  day. 

"DON'T  TOUCH  THE  LEAVES 

THEY'LL  DIE" 

Sorry,  Grandma,  but  this  one  probably  came 
from  you  too.  Violet  leaves  are  turgid  (or  stiff) 
when  the  plant  has  been  recently  watered.  A 
leaf  is  more  likely  to  snap  away  from  the  plant 
at  this  time.  Our  best  guess  is  that  Grandma  did 
not  want  to  lose  any  leaves  to  careless  fingers 
and  sternly  warned  all  comers  not  to  touch! 

Losing  a  leaf  will  not  kill  the  plant,  although 
it  can  spoil  the  perfect  beauty  of  a  symmetrical 
"wheel"  of  leaves.  Touching  the  surface  of  the 
leaf  will  usually  not  cause  any  damage  either. 

The  leaf  surface  is  covered  with  tiny  hairs. 


which  have  a  nap.  They  all  tend  to  grow  toward 
the  outside  edge  of  the  plant.  If  you  need  to 
brush  debris  off  the  leaf  surface  (or  if  you  just 
enjoy  petting  your  plant),  stroke  the  leaf  from 
the  stem  part  of  the  leaf  to  the  tip.  This  will 
follow  the  nap  of  the  hairs.  Stroking  opposite 
the  nap  will  break  the  hairs  off  and  can  leave 
minor  cosmetic  damage. 

Bruises  caused  by  pressing  or  bumping  the 
leaves  are  actually  damaged  cells,  and  this  will 
eventually  lead  to  dead  patches  in  the  leaf 
tissue.  These  are  usually  not  fatal  to  the  entire 
plant.  These  can  occur  when  plants  are  shipped 
or  transported,  when  dropped,  or  when  balls 
bounce  on  top  of  them.  This  probably  doesn't 
need  any  more  comment. 

"DON'T  GET  WATER  ON  THE  LEAVES." 

Poor  Grandma.  She  probably  said  this  be¬ 
cause  (1)  she  didn't  want  anybody  pouring 
water  onto  the  crown  of  the  plant  in  an  effort  to 
help  her  out,  and  (2)  wet  leaves  sitting  in  the 
sunshine  seemed  to  develop  spots  or  even 
holes.  She  was  half  right  and  pretty  observant, 
but  when  it  comes  to  washing  foliage,  getting 
the  leaves  wet  is  the  only  way  to  do  the  job. 

Do  not  allow  water  to  stand  in  the  crown  of 
the  violet.  When  watering  the  plant  from  the 
top,  the  water  should  be  applied  directly  to  the 
soil  and  not  to  the  leaves.  The  leaf  hairs  will 
suspend  droplets  of  water  very  neatly  in  the 
crown  and  provide  favorable  conditions  for 
any  fungus  spores  in  the  area.  Serious  damage 
can  result. 

Do  not  place  wet  plants  directly  in  bright 
light.  The  light  (and  heat)  are  magnified  by  the 
water,  resulting  in  spots  and  sometimes  dead 
tissue  or  holes  in  the  leaf.  Minerals  in  the  water 
can  also  cause  spotting  on  the  foliage.  This  is 
not  fatal,  but  it  isn't  attractive.  When  the  leaves 
are  wet,  blot  them  and  allow  the  remaining 
moisture  to  evaporate  in  the  shade  before  re¬ 
turning  them  to  their  brighter  home. 

When  plants  are  dirty  from  dust,  smoke,  cat 
hair,  or  whatever,  they  enjoy  a  good  bath.  Begin 
by  putting  a  drop  of  mild  dishwashing  deter- 
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gent  in  a  misting  bottle  with  very  warm  water. 
Then  mist  the  dirty  leaf  surfaces,  avoiding  the 
crown  as  much  as  possible.  Allow  this  to  stand 
for  a  few  minutes.  Next,  adjust  the  water  faucet 
to  a  very  tepid  temperature  and  a  gentle  flow. 
Hold  the  plant  at  an  angle  under  the  flow, 
allowing  the  water  to  run  toward  the  outside  of 
the  plant,  again  avoiding  getting  water  in  the 
crown.  Blot  the  leaves  with  tissue  or  a  soft 
natural  sponge  to  remove  excess  water  drop¬ 
lets.  Set  the  plant  away  from  bright  light  until 
the  foliage  surface  has  dried.  You'll  be  amazed 
at  how  fresh  the  plant  looks.  They  also  seem  to 
grow  better  and  really  thrive  when  clean. 

"CLAY  POTS  ARE  BEST." 

Clay  pots,  because  they  are  a  natural  material, 
may  seem  preferable  to  plastic.  It  is  an  individ¬ 
ual  choice  depending  on  growing  conditions. 
For  some  people,  clay  pots  actually  are  best.  But 
not  for  everyone. 

If  you  are  currently  using  clay  pots,  and  de¬ 
cide  to  try  plastic,  you  may  find  that  the  plants 
die  from  overwatering.  Clay  pots  simply  allow 
the  excess  moisture  to  evaporate  more  quickly; 
plastic  does  not.  If  you  decide  to  change  to  a 
different  type  of  pot,  you  will  probably  need  to 
adjust  your  soil  mix  and  watering  habits. 

There  are  a  few  problems  with  clay  pots, 
especially  the  cost  and  weight.  The  majority  of 
advanced  growers  now  prefer  plastic. 

"THESE  GOOD  VIOLETS  ARE  HYBRIDS. 

MINE  JUST  CAME 

FROM  THE  GROCERY  STORE." 

To  understand  why  this  is  a  misleading  state¬ 
ment,  you  have  to  understand  what  a  "hybrid" 
is.  A  hybrid  cultivar  results  when  pollen  from 
one  plant  contacts  the  pistil  of  a  genetically 
different  plant,  causing  a  seed  pod  to  grow.  The 
resulting  plants,  growing  from  this  seed,  are 
hybrids.  Originally,  the  plants  used  to  develop 
hybrids,  were  the  Saintpaulia  species  discov¬ 
ered  in  nature.  Today,  it  is  more  common  for 
hybridizers  to  use  two  different  hybrid  culti- 
vars  in  making  a  cross. 


The  species,  which  have  their  origin  in  na¬ 
ture,  are  fairly  rare  and  can  not  be  described  as 
hybrids.  However,  virtually  all  other  violets 
cultivated  today  are  hybrids.  Some  are  good, 
and  some  are  not. 

"MY  VIOLET  DOES  BETTER 
WHEN  PLACED  NEAR 
MY  MOTHER'S  PICTURE ." 

Yes,  we  actually  heard  that.  It's  not  true 
probably.  You  can  figure  out  why.  Statements 
like  this  do  make  it  fun  to  talk  with  other  violet 
growers,  however. 

There's  not  all  that  much  mystery  to  growing 
African  violets.  If  good  light,  adequate  water, 
even  temperatures,  porous  soil,  and  a  regular 
fertilizing  program  are  maintained,  violets  will 
not  only  grow,  they  will  bloom. 

Here's  a  violet  truth: 


"WE  LOVE  OUR  VIOLETS 
BECAUSE  THEY  BLOOM!" 


Best  variegated  standard,  Wrangler's  Pink 
Patches,  grown  by  Iona  Pair  at  a  recent  Memphis 
AVS  show,  “Violets  in  Fantasyland.” 
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Green  with  Envy 

Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 

Members  of  the  Pittsburgh  Violet  Society 
traveled  to  Ohio  to  see  the  African  violet  pro¬ 
duction  facilities  of  Green  Circle  Growers,  Inc., 
growers  of  the  Ultra  Violets  Collector  Series. 
Wow!  Have  you  ever  seen  five  acres  of 
saintpaulias  in  one  place?  The  average  weekly 
production  is  12,000  plants.  This  figure  can  go  to 
300,000  plants  if  a  special  promotion  is  sched¬ 
uled.  About  50  employees  work  in  the  produc¬ 
tion  facility,  with  similar  production  houses 
nearby. 

We  were  watching  them  package  violets  as 
we  waited  for  someone  to  give  us  a  tour.  We  felt 
lucky  that  anyone  had  agreed  to  find  the  time 
for  us  in  such  a  beehive  of  activity.  Although  I 
had  not  seen  him  for  many  years,  the  easy  gait 
of  a  man  appeared  in  the  distance.  Yes,  it  was 
Nolan  Blansit  who  would  be  taking  us  through 
this  fantasyland.  How  he  must  love  to  work 
here.  Being  a  gesneriad  grower,  I  had  met  Nolan 
and  Cindy  at  conventions  when  they  were  in¬ 
troducing  the  New  Creation  series  of  Country 
Episcias. 

Having  heard  him  tickle  the  ivories  on  sev¬ 
eral  occasions,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  time  to  play. 
He  replied  that  he  had  just  purchased  a  key¬ 
board  and  was  going  to  lead  a  choir.  We  will  see 
both  the  Blansits  at  the  Columbus  convention. 
We  did  not  see  the  yellow  hybrids  because  they 
were  not  on  the  premises.  However,  we  did  see 
the  new  hybrids  in  his  corner  of  this  horticul¬ 
tural  heaven.  They  were  spectacular.  There  was 
a  dark  blue  flower  with  a  wide  red  margin  and 
a  white  double  with  peduncles  over  a  quarter- 
inch  thick.  He  is  working  with  variegated  foli¬ 
ages,  trailing  violets,  miniatures  and  middies, 
which  sounds  like  the  size  we  used  to  call  win¬ 
dowsill.  As  you  read  this,  remember  that  he  is 
hybridizing  for  mass  production,  not  our  show 


tables.  Although  some  of  these  plants  look  as  if 
they  would  be  perfect  show  candidates. 

His  requirements  for  production  and  ship¬ 
ping  must  produce  a  medium-sized  foliage 
that  allows  the  bloom  to  rise  easily.  Large, 
brittle  foliage  is  out.  The  American  consumer 
wants  pizzazz  so  the  bright  colors,  bicolors  and 
fantasy  blooms  capture  the  most  attention.  He 
had  several  huge  white  frilled  pansy  types  with 
dark  purple  quarter-inch  margins.  Awesome. 
Another  had  blue  with  pink  margins,  another 
velvety  dark,  deepest  red,  and  one  of  his  whites 
had  16  double  flowers  to  each  peduncle. 

Production  starts  by  taking  medium-sized 
leaves  from  directly  under  a  bloomstalk  that  is 
in  full  bloom.  The  leaves  have  short  petioles 
and  are  lined  out  in  back-to-back  rows.  This 
gives  the  leaves  equal  light  exposure.  There  are 
60  to  a  square  flat  and  each  must  produce  at 
least  two  plants.  When  the  plantlets  have  leaves 
the  size  of  a  nickel,  the  mother  leaf  is  broken 
away.  Later  the  tiny  plants  are  sorted  according 
to  size,  stripped  of  most  roots  and  larger  leaves 
and  planted  in  plug  trays  where  they  spend  the 
next  10  weeks.  This  method  produces  plants 
that  grow  evenly.  The  plugs  are  then  planted  in 
larger  finishing  pots  and  can  be  finished  in 
another  several  weeks.  We  saw  the  automated 
potting  methods,  which  use  Fafard  Potting  Soil 
as  the  growing  medium.  They  are  sprayed  with 
a  fungicide  as  the  tables  are  pushed  into  pro¬ 
duction  lines.  Some  of  this  huge  area  is  double 
decked  with  lower  plants  growing  under  the 
sodium  lights. 

Nolan  does  the  hybridizing  schedule,  sows 
the  seed  and  cares  for  the  seedlings.  When  they 
are  blooming  size  he  selects  those  with  promise 
and  the  rest  are  sent  to  market.  When  he  lifted 
the  clear  plastic  cover  from  a  tray  of  tiny  seed¬ 
lings,  they  already  had  variegated  foliage  even 
though  they  were  only  an  eighth  of  an  inch 
wide.  Under  and  above  benches  other  tropical 
foliages  grow,  including  Nematanthus. 

We  saw  some  of  Bill  Johnson's  beautiful 
hybrids  that  are  now  in  mass  production.  We 
were  surprised  that  they  also  produce  about  six 
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varieties  with  lovely  "girl"  foliage.  How  frus¬ 
trating  to  be  among  thousands  of  violets,  and 
not  purchase  one. 

We  expressed  sincere  and  joyful  apprecia¬ 
tion  for  Nolan's  time. 

Later  that  evening,  exhausted  but  needing  a 


few  groceries,  I  forced  myself  into  the  nearest 
store.  What  do  I  see,  a  whole  display  of  new 
arrivals.  Ultra  Violets,  of  course.  I  snatched  a 
large  frilly  pink  named  'Starlite'  and  placed  it 
beside  the  cider  and  lettuce. 

The  end  of  a  lovely  day. 


YOUR  LIBRARY 


Ralph  Breden 
127  Via  Los  Altos 
Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277 


The  New  College  Encyclopedia  defines  a  li¬ 
brary  as  any  organized  collection  of  data  in  the 
form  of  tapes,  recordings,  films,  data  banks, 
photographs,  memorabilia,  and  written  rec¬ 
ords. 

The  AVSA  collection  housed  in  the 
Beaumont  office  certainly  merits  the  title  of 
"library."  The  collection  is  organized;  I  can 
personally  attest  that  that  requisite.  The  data  is 
in  the  form  of  tapes,  films  (slides),  written  rec¬ 
ords,  and  some  might  consider  some  of  the  slide 
programs  as  memorabilia.  They  represent  vio¬ 
let  cultivars  rarely  seen  in  shows  any  more. 

I  recently  had  the  pleasure  of  screening  some 
100  show  schedules  submitted  by  affiliated 
clubs  throughout  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada.  I  se¬ 
lected  five  sets  of  12  schedules  —  each  for 
addition  to  the  library.  Even  though  most  affili¬ 
ates  have  experienced  schedule  composers,  I 
recommend  getting  a  packet  of  schedules  from 
the  library  to  learn  what  affiliates  in  other  parts 
of  the  country  are  doing,  schedulewise.  I 
learned  a  very  advantageous  rule  in  one  of  the 
schedules  that  I  screened  —  the  right  to  elimi¬ 
nate  or  combine  classes,  if  warranted  by  the 
number  of  entries  being  retained  by  the  show 
committee. 

During  this  past  year,  the  library  committee 


has  received  suggestions  relative  to  video  tapes 
for  the  library.  It  was  suggested  we  videotape 
some  of  the  presentations,  as  well  as  the  show 
room.  Maybe  a  video  of  candid  convention 
cameos  would  be  popular.  A  plea  has  gone  out 
for  help  in  this  area.  My  Christmas  present  was 
a  Sony  401  Handycam,  but  it  requires  an  expe¬ 
rienced  operator. 

We  are  promised  a  new  video  program  on 
insects  and  pests  from  Dr.  Charles  Cole  of  Texas 
A&M. 

As  we  look  forward  to  the  convention  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  the  library  committee's  goal  is 
to  give  the  membership  the  best  material  we  can 
develop  in  a  timely  manner,  at  a  reasonable 
cost.  If  you  have  suggestions  for  enhancing  the 
library  operation,  please  send  them  to  your 
library  committee  chairman. 


Attention:  Affiliates 

Show  write  ups  will  now  come  under  the 
heading  of  “Show  Talk,”  Please  send  in¬ 
formation: 

Darryl  Hoover 

912  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C 
Fullerton,  CA  92632 
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Coming  Events 


MARCH  6  &  7  TEXAS  —  Spring  Branch  AVC  of 
Houston's  14th  annual  show/sale.  Fair  Haven  United 
Methodist  Church,  1330  Gessner  (at  Long  Point).  Mar.  6,  2 

-  6  p.m.;  Mar.  7, 10  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Free  admission.  Ellen 
Moskal,  show  chair.  For  more  information:  Judy  Carter, 
713-492-2034. 

MARCH  6  &  7  LOUISIANA  —  Violets  on  The  Bayou 
show/sale.  Southland  Mall,  Houma.  Public  invited,  free 
admission.  Mall  hours,  9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Anaise  LeBlanc,  show 
chair,  3525  Hwy.  1,  Napoleon  vile  70390,  504-369-7526. 

MARCH  6  &  7  CALIFORNIA  —  Pomona  Valley  AVS 
show/sale,  "Forty  Years  with  Violets,"  Church  of  the 
Brethren,  2175  Bonita  Ave,,  LaVeme.  Mar.  6, 1  -  6  p.m.;  Mar. 
7,  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission,  everyone  invited. 

MARCH  7  &  8  LOUISIANA  —  The  Baton  Rouge  AVS 
show/sale,  "Dining  with  Violets,"  Merchants  Landing 
Flea  Market,  9800  Florida  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge.  Mar.  1,1-1 
p.m.;  Mar.  8, 1 1  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Free  to  the  public.  For  more  in¬ 
formation:  Fran  Spear,  504-665-3686. 

MARCH  7  &  8  TEXAS  —  Corpus  Christi  AVS'  22nd 
annual  show/sale.  Corpus  Christi  Garden  Center,  5325 
Greely  Dr.  Open  to  the  public,  no  charge.  Mar.  7, 1  -  5  p.m.; 
Mar.  8, 11  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 

MARCH  7  &  8  ALABAMA  —  Capital  City  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Light  up  Broadway  with  Violets,"  Southern  Homes 
and  Gardens,  Highway  231  North  (Wetumpka  Highway) 
Montgomery.  Public  invited,  free  admission  and  parking. 
Mar.  7,  2  -  5  p.m.;  Mar.  8, 1  -  5  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Sue  Mouring,  show  chair,  262-1831  or  Doris  Till,  president, 
264-6509. 

MARCH  7  &  8  ARIZONA  —  Tucson  AVS  will  present 
its  35th  annual  show,  "African  Safari,"  center  court  of  Park 
Mall  Shopping  Center,  5870  E.  Broadway  Blvd.,  Tucson. 
Mar.  7,  noon  -  9  p.m.;  Mar.  8,  noon  -  5  p.m.  Free  admission. 
For  more  information:  Rosalie  Herlihy,  show  chair,  602- 
888-9186  or  publicity  chair,  Ruth  Over,  602-795-9121. 

MARCH  13  &  14  LOUISIANA  —  Top  Choice  AVS  of 
Shreveport's  20th  annual  show /sale,  "Violets  In  Fairy¬ 
land,"  Pierremont  Mall,  4801  Line  Ave.,  Shreveport.  Mar. 
13, 2  -  7  p.m.;  Mar.  14, 9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Cami  Ingle,  show  chair; 
Elizabeth  Wilson,  president,  318-868-3215. 

MARCH  14  &  15  NEW  YORK  —  Sweet  Water  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violets  Around  the  Qock,"  West  Sayville  Fire 
Department,  Montauk  Highway,  West  Sayville.  Mar.  14,  2 

-  5  p.m.;  Mar.  15,  noon  -  5  p.m.  Admission:  donation.  Eileen 
Montgomery  and  Denise  Monteleone,  cochairs.  For  more 
information:  516-589-2724. 

MARCH  18  -  22  TENNESSEE  —  The  Dixie  AVS  1992 
convention,  "Rollin'  on  the  River  with  Violets,"  Memphis 
Airport  Hotel  (formerly  the  Memphis  Airport  Hilton),  2240 
Democrat  Road,  Memphis.  Showroom  open,  Saturday, 
Mar.  21.  Sales  room  open  each  day.  A  judges  school  and 
workshops  on  trailers,  design,  and  the  Optimara  green¬ 
houses  will  be  offered.  Host  for  the  convention  is  the 
Volunteer  State  AV  Council.  Additional  information:  Mary 
Loewer,  Council  President,  18  Galway  St.,  Wynne,  AR 
72396,  501-238-3382. 


MARCH  20  &  21  FLORIDA  =-  Central  Horida  AVS 
show,  "Violets  are  Magic,"  Beardall  Senior  Center, 
Orlando. 

MARCH  20  &  21  NEW  JERSEY  —  Union  County 
Chapter's  38th  show/sale,  "Violets  in  Storybook  Lane," 
All  Saints  Episcopal  Church,  599  Park  Ave.,  Scotch  Plains. 
Mar.  20, 6  -  9  p.m.;  Mar.  21, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission 
and  parking.  Show  cochairs:  Chris  Brenner,  908-254-8520; 
and  Faith  Perrin,  201-635-0529. 

MARCH  20  -  22  MINNESOTA  —  AVS  of  Minnesota 
show/sale,  "In  Tune  With  Violets,"  Maplewood  Mall, 
White  Bear  Ave.  at  Interstate  694,  Maplewood.  Regular 
mall  hours.  Public  invited.  Faye  Drewianka,  chair;  Ken 
Rein,  cochair. 

MARCH  20  -  22  ILLINOIS  —  AV  Fanciers,  Inc.  of 
Rockford  show/ sale,  "African  Violets  go  Environmental," 
North  Towne  Mall,  North  Main  and  Riverside  Blvd.  Flo- 
rise  Hogan,  president,  815-397-20(X). 

MARCH  21  &  22  TEXAS  —  First  Austin  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Amazing  Discoveries,"  Austin  Area  Garden  Center, 
Zilker  Botanical  Garden,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.,  both  days.  Free 
admission.  For  more  information:  Mary  Beall,  show  chair, 
512-453-2732. 

MARCH  21  &  22  CALIFORNIA  ~  San  Mateo  AVS 
show/sale,  Howard  Johnson  Hotel,  485  Veterans  Blvd. 
(101  Freeway  and  Whipple),  Redwood  City.  Mar.  21,  2  -  6 
p.m.;  Mar.  22,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission,  public 
welcome.  For  more  information:  415-593-2998. 

MARCH  21  &  22  COLORADO  —  Rocky  Mountain 
AV  Council  show/sale,  "Violets  and  Other  Fantasies," 
Denver  Botanic  Gardens,  1005  York  St.,  Denver.  Mar.  21, 1 
-  4:30  p.m.;  Mar.  22,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m. 

MARCH  21  &  22  NEW  YORK  —  Heritage  AVS  of 
Long  Island  show/sale,  "The  Final  Frontier  ~  ?"  Christ 
Lutheran  Church,  300  Hillside  Drive  So.,  New  Hyde  Park 
(south  side  of  Hillside  Avenue).  Mar.  21,1-5  p.m.;  Mar.  22, 
noon  -  5  p.m.  Bob  Kustek,  show  chair. 

MARCH  26  -  28  TEXAS  —  First  AVS  of  Dallas  show/ 
sale,  "Violet  Spring  Symphony,"  Richardson  Square  MaU, 
Plano  and  Beltline,  Richardson.  Sale,  Mar.  26, 27, 28;  show. 
Mar.  27  &  28, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  For  more  information:  Grace 
Davis,  214-278-0389. 

MARCH  27  &  28  VIRGINIA  —  Richmond  AVS 

show/sale,  "Rediscover  Violets,"  Azalea  Mall,  Mar.  27, 2  - 
9  p.m.;  Mar.  28, 9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information:  804 
222-0947. 

MARCH  27  &  28  FLORIDA  --  AVS  of  Fort  Walton 
Beach's  12th  annual  show/sale,  "African  Violets  Visit  the 
Orient,"  Santa  Rosa  Mall,  3(X)  Mary  Esther  Boulevard, 
Mary  Esther.  Mar.  27,  2  -  9  p.m.;  Mar.  28, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Free  admission.  For  more  information:  Ginger  KolLman, 
show  chair,  207  Pawnee  Circle,  Fort  Walton  Beach  32548, 
904-863-3284;  or  Nettie  Shelton,  316  Carmel,  Fort  Walton 
Beach  32548,  904-862-9848. 

MARCH  27  -  29  DELAWARE — Delaware  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Musical  Violets,"  Penney's  Court,  Christiana  Mall, 

Newark.  Mar.  27,  3:30  -  9:30  p.m.;  Mar.  28,  10  a.m.  -  9:30 


12  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  March/ April  1992 


p.m=;  Mar.  29,  11  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  Public  invited,  free 

admission.  Angie  Celano,  president;  Bessie  Pyle,  show 
chair. 

MARCH  27  -  29  MINNESOTA  ™  North  Star  AV 
CounciPs  show/sale,  'A/'iolets:  A  100  Year  Love  Affair," 
Northtown  Mall,  Hwy  10  &  University  Ave.  N.,  Blaine. 
Open  during  mall  hours,  public  invited.  Ruth  Bann,  Lor- 
raine  Nelson  and  Carol  Seaberg,  cochairs. 

MARCH  28  &  29  IOWA  —  Evening  A  VC  of  Des 
Moines'  show/ sale,  "African  Violet  Centennial  1892  - 
1992,"  Des  Moines  Botanical  Center,  909  East  River  Dr., 
Des  Moines.  Mar.  28, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  Mar.  29, 10  a.m.  -  4 
p.m.  For  information:  Marlene  Wright,  278-2567. 

MARCH  28  &  29  NEW  YORK  ~  AVS  of  Greater  New 
York,  Inc.'s  35th  annual  show/sale,  "Violets  go  to  School," 
All  Saint's  Episcopal  Church  Parish  House,  214-31  40th 
Ave.,  Bayside.  Mar.  28,  2  -  5  p.m.;  Mar.  29, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Public  invited,  free  admission.  Qaire  J.  Schirtzer,  show 
chair. 

MARCH  28  &  29  ILLINOIS  —  AVS  of  Northern  Illi¬ 
nois  show.  Friendship  Park  Conservatory,  395  Algonquin 
Rd.  (E.  of  Elmhurst  Rd.),  Des  Plaines.  Mar.  28,  1  -  5  p.m.; 
Mar.  29,  10:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  Open  to  the  public.  Adelle 
Johnson,  708-457-0661. 

MARCH  28  &  29  ARKANSAS  —  Green  Thumb  AVC 
show/sale,  "The  ABC's  pf  Growing  Violets,"  Northwest 
Arkansas  Mall,  Hwy  71  North,  Fayetteville.  Mar.  28,  noon 
-  9  p.m.;  Mar.  29,  noon  -  4  p.m.  Free  to  the  public.  Ruby 
Pope,  show  chair.  For  information:  501-442-2201. 

APRIL  2  -  4  TEXAS  —  Alpha  AVS  of  Dallas  show/sale, 
"Poetry  in  Bloom,"  Valley  View  Mall,  2040  Valley  View 
Mall  at  L.B.J.  Sale:  Apr.  2,3,4;  show,  Apr.  3  &  4, 10  a.m.  -  9 
p.m.  For  more  information:  Grace  Davis,  214-278-0389. 

APRIL  2  -  5  TENNESSEE  —  Memphis  AVS  show/sale, 
"Violets  -  A  Dutch  Treat!"  Goldsmiths  Civic  Garden  Cen¬ 
ter,  750  Cherry  Road,  Memphis.  Open  to  the  public,  free 
admission.  Peggy  Adamson,  show  chair. 

APRIL  3  &  4  NEW  JERSEY  —  Bergen  County  AVS 
show/sale,  "Easter  Parade,"  Old  North  Reformed  Qiurch, 
Washington  and  Madison  avenues,  Dumont.  Apr.  3,  3  -  9 
p.m.  Apr,  4,  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Free  admission,  non-members 
are  invited  to  enter  their  violets.  Entries  are  Thurs.,  Apr.  2, 
noon  -  8  p.m.  Show  chair,  Lorraine  Dwyer;  cochair,  Barbara 
Church. 

APRIL  3  &  4  NEW  JERSEY  --  Central  Jersey  AVS 

show/ sale,  "Babes  in  Bloom,"  First  Presbyterian  Church, 
Route  34,  Matawan.  Apr.  3,  3  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  4,  9:30  a.m.  -  4 
p.m.  Free  admission,  Jan  Murasko,  Terri  Melandro,  show 
cochairs,  908-821-8641. 

APRIL  3  &  4  TEXAS  —  First  AVS  of  San  Antonio 
show/sale.  North  Star  Mall,  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.,  each  day.  Free 
admission.  Lois  Anderson,  president. 

APRIL  3  -  5  GEORGIA  —  Master  City  AV  &  Gesneriad 
Society  show/sale,  "Violet  Pet  Shop,"  August  Mall, 
Wrightsboro  Rd.  &  1520,  Augusta.  Free  admission,  mall 
hours.  For  more  information:  404-592-4274. 

APRIL  3  -  5  WISCONSIN  —  Milwaukee  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Violets  Tour  Milwaukee,"  Southridge  Mall,  5300  So. 
76th  St.  Dorothy  Fossum  and  Joan  Wilson,  cochairs. 

APRIL  3  -  5  TEXAS  —  Fort  Worth  AVS'  29th  show/ 
sale,  "Around  the  World  with  Violets,"  Fort  Worth  Botani¬ 
cal  Garden  Center,  Apr.  4,  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.;  Apr.  5, 1  -  4  p.m. 
Mrs,  Robert  Burger,  president;  Mrs.  Pat  South,  show  chair. 

APRIL  4  CALIFORNIA  —  Burbank  AVS'  sixth  annual 


display/sale,  LAB  Building,  Verdugo  Park,  3201  W.  Ver- 
dugo  Ave.,  Burbank.  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Laura  Thomson,  president,  818-846-1241. 

APRIL  4  CONNECTICUT  —  Windsor  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Fairy  Tales  Can  Come  True,"  Windsor  Public  Li¬ 
brary,  323  Broad  St.,  Windsor.  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Public 
welcome,  free  admission.  For  more  information:  Vivian 
Hiltz,  203-666-3573. 

APRIL  4  &  5  CALIFORNIA  ™  Orange  County  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violets  Go  To  The  Cats,"  Buena  Park  Mall. 
Apr.  4,  9  a.m.  -  6  p.m.;  Apr.  5,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Open  to  the 
public.  Dorothy  Kosowsky  and  Ed  Hoefer,  show  cochairs. 

APRIL  4  &  5  NEW  YORK  ~  Long  Island  AVS'  38th 
annual  show,  "Colour  our  World,"  Rockville  Centre  Rec¬ 
reation  &  Community  Center,  111  Oceanside  Road, 
Rockville  Centre.  Apr,  4,  2  -  6  p.m.;  Apr.  5,  noon  -  5  p.m. 
Show  cochairs,  Dolores  O'Sullivan,  24^28  Deepdale  Ave., 
Douglaston  11362,  and  Betty  Raskopf,  3355  Bunker  Ave., 
Wantagh  11793. 

APRIL  4  &  5FLORIDA  — AVS  of  Pensacola's  16th 
annual  show/ sale,  "A  Century  of  African  Violets," 
Bayview  Community  Center,  20th  Ave.  and  Lloyd  St., 
Pensacola.  Apr.  4,  2  -  7  p.m.  Apr.  5,  noon  -  5  p.m.  Free 
admission.  For  more  information:  Barbara  Goebel,  show 
chair,  904-433-0905. 

APRIL  4  &  5  CALIFORNIA  —  Capital  City  AVS'  40th 
annual  show/ sale,  "Magic  of  Violets,"  Sacramento  Garden 
Center,  3330  McKinley  Blvd,,  located  between  E  and  H 
streets.  Apr.  4,  2  -  6  p.m.;  Apr.  5,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Public 
invited,  free  show,  education  and  information  tables.  Bar¬ 
bara  Elkin,  show  chair,  916-878-0505. 

APRIL  4  &  5  NEW  MEXICO  —  Albuquerque  AVC 
show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Albuquerque  Garden 
Center,  10120  Lomas  NE,  Albuquerque.  Apr.  4,  2  -  6  p.m.; 
Apr.  5, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  to  the  public.  Joy  Tallant,  show 
chair. 

APRIL  4  &  5  TEXAS  ™  Centex-Rainbow  AVC  show/ 
sale,  "Wonderful  World  of  Violets,"  Conder  Park  Teen 
Center,  902  Conder  St.,  Killeen.  Maxine  Garlick,  817-547- 
4752,  chair. 

APRIL  4  &  5  CONNECTICUT — Thimble  Islands  AVS 
show/sale,  Canse  Brook  Senior  Center,  Cherry  Hill  Rd., 
195,  exit  54,  Branford.  Apr.  4, 1  -  4  p.m.;  Apr.  5, 10  a.m.  -  4 
p.m.  For  information:  203-481-9455. 

APRIL  4  &  5  TEXAS  —  NASA  Area  AVS  15th  annual 
show/sale,  "Star  Spangled  Violets,"  Webster  Civic  Center, 
311  Pennsylvania,  Webster.  Apr,  4 1:30  -  6  p.m.;  Apr.  5, 2:30 
-  5  p.m. Becky  Pinion,  show  chair,  713-554-6294, 

N0TE*=^*  date  change  —  APRIL  10  &  11 
NEBRASKA  —  Uncoln  AVS  show/sale,  "100  Years  of 
African  Violets,"  East  Park  Plaza,  66th  and  "O"  streets, 
Lincoln.  Apr.  10, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  11, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m. 
Ann  Sweeney,  show  chair,  402-476-1316;  Kerry  Matigan, 
cochair,  402-486-1703;  Anna  Marie  Bretthorst,  president. 

APRIL  10  &  11  TEXAS  —  First  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls 
show/sale.  Apr.  10, 2  -  7  p.m.;  Apr.  11, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Open 
to  the  public,  free  admission.  Mary  Walbrick  and  Allene 
Peek,  cochairs.  For  more  information:  1-817-928-2371. 

APRIL  10  &  11  SOUTH  CAROLINA  ~  Spartanburg 
AVS  show/sale,  "100  Years  with  Violets,"  Hillcrest  Mall, 
Spartanburg.  Apr.  10,  noon -9  p.m.;  Apr.  11, 10  a.m. -6  p.m. 
Ernestine  Wright  and  Martha  Young,  cochairs, 

APRIL  10  - 12  INDIANA  —  The  Indiana  State  African 
Violet  Society  1992  convention /show.  Holiday  Inn  East, 
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comer  of  21st  St.  and  Shadeland  Ave.,  Indianapolis.  Regis¬ 
tration:  Apr.  10,  6  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  11,8-10  a.m.  Show  hours: 
Apr.  1 1, 3:30  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  12, 9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  For  information 
and/or  registration,  contact:  Carol  or  Larry  Verrill,  10364 
Orchard  Park  West  Drive,  Indianapolis  46280,  317-844- 
2623. 

APRIL  10  - 12  MISSOURI  —  The  Unpredictables  AVS 
of  Blue  Springs  show/sale,  "The  ABC's  of  Violets,"  Inde¬ 
pendence  Shopping  Center,  1-70  and  M-291,  Independ¬ 
ence.  Apr.  10  &  11, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  Apr.  12,  noon  -  5  p.m. 
Linda  L.  Golubski,  show  chair;  Diana  Huddleston,  presi¬ 
dent.  For  more  information:  Linda  Golubski,  816-229-2051. 

APRIL  11  MASSACHUSETTS  —  Moby  Dick  AVS 
show/sale,  "Violets  Arotmd  the  World,"  Christ  Church,  57 
Main  St.,  Swansea.  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Public  welcome,  free 
admission.  Lorraine  Connors,  show  chair.  For  information: 
Susan  Gimblet,  401-624-8066. 

APRIL  11  &  12  CANADA  —  Edmonton  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Violets  Through  Time  and  Space,"  Muttart  Conser¬ 
vatory.  For  more  information:  Lil  Bowes,  show  chair,  17321 
60  ave,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T6M-1E9. 

APRIL  11  &  12  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Western  New 
York  show/sale,  "Violet  Shopping  Spree,"  Walden 
Galleria  Mall,  Buffalo.  Apr.  11, 10  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m.;  Apr.  12, 
noon  -  5  p.m. 

APRIL  11  &  12  LOUISIANA  — •  Jefferson  AV  Associa¬ 
tion  show,  "Wish  Upon  a  Violet,"  Sheraton  Airport  Hotel, 
2150  Veterans  Blvd.,  Kenner.  Apr.  11,2-5  p.m.;  Apr.  12, 10 
a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Open  to  the  public,  free  admission. 

APRIL  11  &  12  OREGON  —  Portland  AVS  show/sale, 
Russelville  Grange  Hall,  12106  N.E.  Prescott  (right  behind 
Oregon  Craft  &  Floral),  Portland.  Apr,  11,  noon  -  6  p.m.; 
Apr.  12,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  $1  admission.  For  information: 
Charlotte  Smith,  503-771-5762  or  Jeanette  Florke,  503-630- 
7790. 

APRIL  11  &  12  ALABAMA  — ■  Montgomery  AVS'  20th 
show/sale,  "Circus  of  Violets,"  Southern  Homes  &  Gar¬ 
dens,  US  Hwy  231  North,  Montgomery.  Apr.  11,  2  -  6  p.m.; 
Apr.  12, 1  -  5  p.m.  Free  admission,  free  parking. 

APRIL  17  &  18  ILLINOIS  —  AV  Fanciers  Inc.  of 
Rockford  sale/display,  St.  Charles  Mall,  Randall  Rd.  and 
Rt.  38,  K-Mart  entrance.  Horise  Hogan,  president,  815-397- 
2000. 

APRIL  18  NORTH  CAROLINA  Green  Uiumb  AVS 
show/sale.  Golden  East  Mall,  Rocky  Mount.  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m. 

APRIL  23  -  26  MISSOURI  — -  The  second  annual  St. 
Louis  Rower  Show,  "The  Secret  Garden,"  Queeny  County 
Park,  St.  Louis.  Four  days  of  display  gardens,  judged 
flower  arrangements,  boutiques,  a  special  speaker  series, 
unique  social  events  and  educational  opportunities  for  all 
ages.  Sponsored  by  the  Junior  League  of  St.  Louis,  all 
proceeds  will  be  used  to  support  community  educational 
and  charitable  projects.  Ticket  prices  are  $7  for  adults,  $3  for 
children.  For  more  information:  314-997-3407. 

APRIL  24  &  25  ALABAMA  —  AVS  of  Birmingham's 
20th  show/sale,  "Alabama  Celebration,"  The  Hodges 
Room,  The  Birmingham  Botanical  Gardens.  Apr.  24,  1  -  4 
p.m.;  Apr.  25,  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission.  For  informa¬ 
tion:  Jeri  Whitlock,  205-854-9978. 

APRIL  25  &  26  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Staten  Island's 
33rd  annual  show/ sale,  "Hooray  for  Hollywood,"  Staten 
Island  Mall,  2655  Richmond  Ave.,  New  Springville.  Apr. 
25, 10  a.m.  -  9:30  p.m.;  Apr.  26,  noon  -  6  p.m.  Free  admission. 
Lena  Papalia,  show  chair;  Inez  Gertner,  president.  For 


more  information:  718-667-8667. 

MAY  1  &  2  WYOMING  —  Sheridan  AVC  show/ sale, 
"Around  the  Maypole  with  African  Violets  — 100  Years  of 
African  Violets,"  St.  Peters  Episcopal  Church  Hall.  May  1, 
5-8  p.m.;  May  2,  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Mary  Ann  Bennet, 
president. 

MAY  1  &  2  CANADA  —  Stampede  City  AVS'  six¬ 
teenth  annual  show/ sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  North 
Hill  Shopping  Centre,  16  Ave  &  14  St.,  N.W.,  Calgary, 
Alberta.  May  1, 9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  May  2, 9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Erika 
Hargesheimer,  show  chair,  403-251-4947. 

MAY  1  &  2  NORTH  CAROLINA  —  AVS  of  Charlotte 
presents  its  10th  annual  exhibit/sale,  Eastland  Mall  (out¬ 
side  Penney's  -  lower  level)  5471  Central  Ave.,  Charlotte. 
May  1, 12:30  -  9  p.m.;  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.;  Public  invited, 
free  admission.  For  more  information:  Ingrid  Pettypool, 
publicity  chair,  704  542-0199. 

MAY  1  -  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  Springfield  AVS, 
Delaware  Coimty's  42nd  annual  show,  "Our  Garden  of 
Violets,"  Springfield  Mall,  Baltimore  Pike  and  Sproul 
Roads  (Routes  #1  and  320),  Springfield.  May  1,  noon  -  6 
p.m.;  May  2,  noon  -  9  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Barbara 
Jones,  215-696-7206;  Bettie  Roth,  215-566-6772,  show  co- 
chairs. 

MAY  2  MISSOURI  —  Heart  of  Missouri  AVC  will 
presents  its  11th  annual  show/sale,  "To  Mother  with 
Love,"  Biscayne  Mall,  Columbia.  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Patrick 
Chrouser,  show  chair. 

MAY  2  &  3  WISCONSIN  —  Oshkosh  Violet  Society's 
12th  annual  show/sale,  center  coiirt  of  Park  Plaza  Mall, 
downtown  Oshkosh.  Free  admission,  public  welcome. 
May  2,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4:30  p.m.  For 
information:  Kevin  Degner,  414-426-3764. 

MAY  2  &  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  AVS  of  Philadelphia 
show/ sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Plymouth  Meeting 
Mall,  upper  level,  Germantown  Pike  and  PA  Turnpike 
(Exit  25),  Plymouth  Meeting.  Open  to  the  public.  May  2, 1 

-  9  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4  p.m.  Ray  Rogers,  chair.  For  more 
information:  215-836-5467. 

MAY  2  &  3  CONNECTICUT  —  Silvermine  AVS 
show/sale,  "All  Things  Bright  and  Beautiful,"  Westport 
Nature  Center,  10  Woodside  Lane,  Westport  (Post  Road  to 
Kings  Highway  North,  follow  the  signs).  May  2,  1:30-5 
p.m.;  May  3,  1  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission,  door  prizes.  For 
more  information:  Lynn  Wallach,  227-5487. 

MAY  2  &  3  CONNECTICUT  —  Naugatonic  AVS 
show/sale,  Boothe  Memorial  Park  Hall,  Main  Street  (Put¬ 
ney),  Stratford  (Exit  53S  off  the  Merritt  Parkway).  May  2, 1 

-  4  p.m.;  May  3, 1 0  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Public  invited,  no  admission 
fee.  Door  prizes,  plenty  of  parking.  Roger  Wheeler,  show 
chair. 

MAY  2  &  3  MISSOURI  —  Springfield  AVS  show/ sale. 
South  Oaks  Centre,  3315  South  Campbell,  1-5  p.m.  Free 
admission.  Hazel  Hutchinson,  president. 

MAY  2  &  3  VIRGINIA  —  Old  Dominion  AVS  of 
Northern  Virginia's  show/sale,  "Saintpaulia  Centenary  - 
Ten  Decades  of  African  Violets,"  The  Society  of  American 
Rorists,  1601  Duke  St.,  Alexandria.  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.; 
May  3,  noon  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information:  Terry  Hender¬ 
son,  show  chair,  703-237-7929,  or  Cathy  Akers,  publicity, 
703-490-4312. 

MAY  2  &  3  CANADA  —  First  Halifax  AVS  show/ sale, 
"Violets  Out  of  Africa,"  Lord  Nelson  Hotel,  South  Park  St., 
Halifax.  May  2, 2  -  5  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  4:30  P.M.  A  door 
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prize  will  be  awarded. 

MAY  2  &  3  NEW  YORK — Pamnanok  AVS  show/ sale^ 
Saint  Paraskevi  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  Shrine  Place  & 
Pulaski  Road,  Greenlawn.  May  2, 2  -  6  p.m.;  May  3,1-5  p.m. 
Gloria  Rutmayer  and  Jane  Weber,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  2  &  3  WISCONSIN  —  Brew  City  Violeteers 
show/sale,  "Wiolets  Cruise  to  Paradise,"  Southgate  Mall, 
3333  S.  27th  St.,  Milwaukee.  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.;  May  3, 
noon  -  5  p.m.  Admission  free  to  the  public.  John  and  Sue 
George,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  2  &  3  CALIFORNIA  —  San  Joaquin  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Wiolets  International,"  The  Mall  at  Weberstown 
(next  to  Weinstocks),  4950  Pacific  Ave.  at  March  Lane, 
Stockton.  May  2,  noon  -  9  p.m.;  May  3, 1 1  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Public 
invited,  free  admission.  For  information:  Susan  Bastianelli, 
show  chair,  209-931-5070. 

MAY  2  &  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  AVS  of  Lower  Bucks 
County's  18th  annual  show/sale,  "Violets  - 101,"  Oxford 
Valley  Mall,  Route  1,  Langhome.  May  2, 1  -  9  p.m.;  May  3, 
noon  -  6  p.m.  Free  admission.  For  more  information:  Joyce 
McMullen,  show  chair,  215-752-2554  or  Sandi  Smith,  215- 
946-8459. 

MAY  2  &  3  MISSOURI  ■—  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV 
Council's  38th  annual  show/sale,  "100  Years  of  Violets," 
Missouri  Botanical  (Shaw's)  Garden,  4344  Shaw  Boule¬ 
vard,  St.  Louis.  Open  to  public.  May  2  &  3,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Marilyn  Evensen,  show  chair, 

MAY  2  &  3  CALIFORNIA  —  Ventura  County  AVS 
show/sale,  "100  Bloomin  Years  of  Violets,"  Commercial 
Building,  Ventura  County  Fairgrounds,  10  W.  Harbor 
Blvd.,  Ventura.  Please  enter  through  gate  6.  May  2,  noon  - 
5  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Admission  and  parking  free, 
open  to  the  public.  Jean  Shipley,  show  chair. 

MAY  7-9  OHIO  — -  Violets  &  Friends  AVC  show/ sale, 
"Calendar  of  Violets,"  Miami  Valley  Centre,  Interstate  75 
and  Route  36,  Piqua.  May  7, 1  -  9  p.m.;  May  8  &  9, 10  a.m. 
-  9  p.m.  Public  invited.  For  more  information:  Mrs.  Richard 
Statler,  chair,  513-492-6588  or  Mrs.  Carl  Brown,  513-492- 
0728,  cochair. 

MAY  7  -  9  CANADA  —  The  AVS  of  Calgary  show/ 
sale,  "Violet  Reflections,"  Chinook  Center,  6455  Macleod 
Trail  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta.  May  7  &  8, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.; 
May  9,  9:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

MAY  8  &  9  CANADA  —  AVS  of  Central  Alberta 
show/sale,  "A  Symphony  of  Violets,"  Parkland  Mall,  Red 
Deer,  Alberta.  Elaine  Neilly,  show  chair, 

MAY  8  &  9  MARYLAND  —  Baltimore  AVCs  38th 
annual  show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Towson  Mar¬ 
ketplace,  Joppa  &  Putty  Hill  roads,  Towson.  May  8,  1  -  9 
p.m,;  May  9,  9:30  a.m,  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission.  Fore  more 
information:  Marie  Bums,  301-682-5473  or  Margaret  Har- 
court,  301-686-2824. 

MAY  8  &  9  TENNESSEE  —  Mid-South  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "Violets  Tour  Italy,"  Mall  of  Memphis.  Both  days,  10 
a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Free  admission. 

MAY  8  &  9  OHIO  —  Parmatown  AVC's  32nd  annual 
show,  "Ohio  Sunset  with  African  Violets,"  Parmatown 
Mall,  7899  West  Ridgewood  Drive,  comer  of  Ridge  and 
Ridgewood  Drive,  Parma.  May  8, 12:30  -  9  p.m.;  May  9,  9 
a.m.  -  9  p.m. 

MAY  8  &  9  WISCONSIN  --  Fox  Valley  AVCs  12th 
annual  show/ sale,  "Calendar  of  Violets,"  Avenue  Mall,  10 
College  Ave.,  Appleton.  May  8,  9:30  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  May  9, 


9:30  a.m,  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information:  Geraldine  Wilz, 
414-734-3198. 

MAY  8  &  9  OREGON  —  Mothers  Day  Plant  Sale, 
Eastport  Plaza  Shopping  Center,  west  end  of  the  mall 
(front  entrance),  4050  SE  82nd  (near  Holgate  Blvd.),  Port¬ 
land.  May  8, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m,;  May  9, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Free 
admission.  For  information:  Charlotte  Smith,  503-771-5762 
or  Jeanette  Horke,  503-630-7790. 

MAY  8  &  9  NORTH  CAROLINA  —  Green  Thumb 
AVS  show/sale,  Carolina  East  Mall,  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Green¬ 
ville. 

MAY  8  -  10  MISSOURI  —  Sho-Me  AVC  show,  "Vio¬ 
lets,  Stars  of  the  Silver  Screen,"  Loose  Park  Garden  Center, 
5200  Pennsylvania,  Kansas  City.  May  9,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.; 
May  10,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Sylvia  Prince,  show  chair;  Kitty 
Julian,  president. 

MAY  9  NEBRASKA  —  Omaha  AVS  show/ sale, 
Southroads  Mall.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Mary  Krebs,  show  chair,  402-331-5498. 

MAY  9  TEXAS  —  AV  Study  Club  of  Houston  plant 
sale,  Westwood  Mall  (Hwy  59  &  Bissonnet),  Houston. 
Hours  will  be  from  10  a.m.  until  sold  out. 

MAY  9  &  10  VIRGINIA  —  Tidewater  AVS'  10th  an¬ 
nual  show/sale,  "Let's  Celebrate,  Violets  for  all  Occa¬ 
sions,"  Norfolk  Botanical  Gardens,  Norfolk  (take  airport 
exit  off  1-64  and  follow  city  signs  to  gardens).  May  9, 2:30  - 
5  p.m.;  May  10, 11  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Entrance  to  gardens,  $2.00; 
show  is  free.  For  more  information:  Carol  Van,  804-851- 
2543  or  Pat  Knight,  804-851-2115,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  9  &  10  KANSAS  —  Bright  Petals  AVS  show/sale. 
Gold  Room,  Holiday  Inn,  3017 10th,  Great  Bend.  May  9,  9 
a.m.  -  7  p.m.;  May  10, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Free  admission. 

MAY  9  &  10  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Rochester  show/ 
sale,  "African  Violets  Get  Hooked  on  the  Qassics,"  Garden 
Center  of  Rochester,  5  Castle  Park  (off  Reservoir  near  the 
corner  of  Mt.  Hope  Blvd.),  Rochester.  May  9, 2  -  6  p.m.;  May 
10,  11  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Public  invited.  Doug  Bur«dick  show 
chair.  For  information:  716-244-3375. 

MAY  16  &  17  CALIFORNIA  — •  AVS  of  South  Bay 
show/sale,  "African  Violet  Gems,"  Westgate  Shopping 
Mall,  corner  Saratoga  and  Campbell  Ave.,  San  Jose  (near 
Ross  Store).  May  16,  2  -  9  p.m.;  May  17, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  For 
more  information:  408-379-1859. 

MAY  16  &  17  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Syracuse  show/ 
sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Shoppingtown  Mall,  Inter¬ 
state  481,  Exit  3,  Dewitt.  May  16, 2  -  9  p.m.;  May  17,  noon  - 
5  p.m.  Free  admission,  open  to  the  public.  For  information: 
Richard  Gundlach,  315-455-2963. 

MAY  24  CANADA  —  Toronto  AVS  show/sale,  "Out 
of  Africa,"  Civic  Garden  Centre,  Edwards  Gardens,  777 
Lawrence  Ave.  E.  Don  Mills,  Ontario;  11  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Admission  -  $1.00;  Jean  Hamilton,  show  chair. 

MAY  30  &  31  NEVADA  —  Reno/Sparks  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "April  Showers  Bring  May  Flowers,"  Park  Lane  Mall, 
comer  of  Plumb  and  South  Virginia.  May  30,  10  a.m.  -  6 
p.m.;  May  31, 11  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  For  more  information:  Carol 
Marks,  702-358-5677. 

JUDGING  SCHOOLS 

MAY  17  NEVADA  —  The  Reno/Sparks  AVS  will  be 
sponsoring  an  AVSA  approved  Judging  School.  Barbara 
Hkin  will  be  the  teacher.  For  more  information,  contact: 
Carol  Marks,  702-358-5677  or  Jann  SeUeck,  702-851-4824. 
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AVSA  Building  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen 
2725  Katrina  Way 
Mountain  View,  CA  94040 


Thanks  to  your  generous  donations,  on  Satur¬ 
day,  October  12,  1991,  our  President,  Charles 
Bollar,  along  with  AVSA  Executive  Committee 
members  and  AVSA  Board  members  and  the 
Beaumont  (TX)  Mayor,  the  Honorable  Evelyn 
Lord,  held  a  dedication  ceremony  at  our  new 
home  —  2375  North  Street. 

To  commemorate  this  achievement  and  dedi¬ 
cation,  a  pin  symbolizing  the  Building  Fund 
will  be  available  for  the  first  time  in  Columbus, 
Ohio.  This  elegant  pink,  created  by  Annamarie 
Mays  will  be  available  for  a  donation  of  $5  each 
at  Convention  only. 

Conventioneers  come  see  us  at  the  Build¬ 
ing  Fund  table  in  Columbus  to  say,  "Hi!."  Treat 
yourself  to  a  pin  and  pick  up  pins  for  your 
members  who  were  unable  to  attend. 

Be  the  first  ones  in  your  Society,  your  Council, 
your  State  to  wear  the  proud  emblem  that  says, 
"I  support  the  AVSA  Building  Fund!" 

Contributions  from  September  29  -  October  31, 1991 


October  1991 

Don  Thornburg,  CA  . . ........15.00 

Sweet  Water  AVS,  NY........... . . . . . . . 10.00 

F.  Camille  Worthington,  CA 

for  the  parking  lot . . . . . . 10.00 

Heartland  AVS,  CA 

in  memory  of  Audrey  Ann  Buchanan . . 100.00 

Mid  South  AVS,  TN . . . . . .  10.00 

Delaware  AVS 

in  memory  of  Lillian  Crewe  -  past  president. 

Life  member.  Judge  and  Teacher  . . ..........25.00 

San  Mateo  Co.  AVS,  CA 

$1.50  per  member  . . . . . . . . 24.00 

Metropolitan  St.  Louis,  AV  Council . . . . . 100.00 

Glenview/Northshore  AVS,  IL 
in  memory  of  friend  and  charter  secretary, 

Lynne  T.  Strachan  -  in  an  auto  accident . . .15.00 


Bill  Foster  . . . . . . . . .15.00 

MarshaU  AVS,  TX 
in  honor  of  Mrs.  Emory  HeartsilLs 

100th  birthday  . . . ...........25.00 

Hortense  Pittman 

in  lieu  of  payment  for  project  plants 

for  Magic  Knight  AVS . . . 44.00 

AVS  of  Charlotte,  NC 

in  memory  of  Mary  Henderson . . . .25.00 

Springfield  Chapter  of  AVS,  MO  . . . . 20.00 


Total  for  the  month  --  $438 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS-  $75,426.24 
Contributions  from  November  1  -  November  26,  1991 


November,  1991 

Don  Thornburg,  CA . . . . . . . .....15.00 

The  Crosstown  AVS,  WI . . . . . .  10.00 

North  Texas  AV  Judge's  Council 

in  memory  of  Frank  Fuster . . . .............10.00 

AVS  of  Charlotte,  NC 

in  memory  of  Mary  Henderson . . . . . . ....34.25 

Rockford  Women's  AVS,  IL  .......................................50.00 

Kathleen  Tompkins,  TX 

in  memory  of  Sue  Whitfield . . . . .  20.00 

AVS  of  Jacksonville,  FL  . . . . . . ....25.00 

Mae  WilUams,  TX 

in  memory  of  Charlie  Davis  &  Jack  Corrigan . 20.00 

Barrington  Bloomers,  IL 

in  memory  of  Earl  Snyder  .........................................  10.00 

Jane  Qay,  CA  . . . . 25.00 


Total  for  the  month  -  $219.25 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  -  $75,745.49 


Discover  Columbus 
in  1992! 
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mini  -  tidbits 


^  Florence  Naylor 
2647  Harbor  Boulevard, Ventura,  CA  93001 


You  still  have  time  to  get  in  your  25  Favorite 
Miniature  and  Semiminiature  Lists  to  me.  The 
deadline  is  March  31,  1992.  The  results  will  be 
published  in  the  July  /  August  issue  of  the  A  VM. 

Keep  those  "Picture  Library"  pictures  com¬ 
ing.  They  are  all  appreciated  immensely.  AVSA 
thanks  you  and  I  think  you  for  helping  to  pre¬ 
serve  a  history  that  is  more  easily  understood  in 
pictures  than  words. 

Excitement  is  mounting  as  we  approach  the 
Columbus  AVSA  Convention.  Not  only  can  we 
look  forward  to  a  wonderful  AVSA  convention, 
but  to  take  in  the  AmeriHora  '92  exhibits  as  well 
—  I  can  hardly  wait. 

Springtime  is  "Show  Time"  for  many  violet 
societies.  Let  me  hear  who  your  winners  are  for 
"Best  Miniature  and  Best  Semiminiature." 
Springtime  is  also  spring  cleaning  time.  It  is  a 
time  to  look  over  your  collection  and  cull  out 
the  nonproducers.  It  is  also  a  time  to  add  to  your 
collections  the  new  varieties  to  try  for  the  follow 
year. 

Some  of  you  have  written  that  you  have  a 
Tixie  Blue,'  that  has  sported  pink.  There  is  a 
variety  called  'Megan  Nicole'  (Wilbur  Graves) 
that  is  a  pink  trailer  like  Tixie  Blue/ 

I  have  not  had  any  deviant  behavior  among 
my  plants  this  year.  They  are  all  growing  as 
described  in  the  hybridizers  lists.  If  you  have 
such  occurrences,  however,  I  would  love  to 
hear  about  it. 

I  have  had  one  grower  experience  a  bloom 
color  change,  which  could  not  be  reversed  from 
using  a  fertilizer  having  zinc  in  its  composition, 
but  it  was  not  a  naturally  occurring  change. 


Since  most  of  us  grow  under  lights  for  show, 
I  have  found  that  girl  foliage  plants  tend  to  get 
very  tight  centers  and  sucker  a  lot  under  lights. 
In  natural  light,  they  tend  to  grow  looser  and 
not  sucker  quite  as  much. 

Like  my  trailers,  I  have  better  luck  growing 
girl  foliage  in  natural  light.  Some  of  the  older 
varieties  with  girl  foliage  also  tend  to  get  too  big 
when  grown  under  lights.  When  grown  in 
natural  light,  they  keep  within  the  definition  of 
a  miniature  or  semiminiature,  6-inch  leaf  span 
and  8-inch  leaf  span,  respectively. 

Have  any  of  you  noticed  a  difference  in  grow¬ 
ing  plants  with  no  crowding  vs.  crowding  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Ralph  Robinson?  He  be¬ 
lieves  that  leaf  size  is  directly  influenced  by  the 
space  around  the  plant. 

To  date,  I  have  not  seen  this  difference  in  my 
growing  conditions,  but  would  like  to  hear 
about  your  results.  When  growing  under  lights, 
my  leaves  tend  toward  the  big  side  on  some 
varieties  like  'Fairy  Tales'  (Tracey). 

Once  they  have  gotten  large,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  get  them  back  down  to  a  small  size  My 
'Fairy  Tales'  has  leaves  the  size  of  a  small  stan¬ 
dard  plant. 

Likewise,  I  have  a  problem  with  some  of 
Ralph's  varieties  becoming  too  big.  I've  had 
better  luck  controlling  leaf  size  with  fertilizer 
than  how  much  space  a  plant  has  around  it. 

Next  time  you  will  have  a  chance  to  hear  a  few 
words  of  wisdom  from  Committee  member, 
Carroll  Gealy.  As  winner  of  "Best  in  Show"  at 
the  Santa  Clara  AVSA  Convention,  she  will  tell 
us  about  foliar  feeding. 
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The  Poet's  Corner 


Tis  the  night  before  show  time  and  all  through 
the  place. 

Plants  really  sparkle;  dirty  leaves?  Not  a  trace. 

Exhibitors  are  nervous,  their  brows  all  a- 
pucker, 

"Did  I  check  really  well  for  each  ornery  sucker?" 

Armed  with  tweezers,  brushes  and  a  Sucker 
Plucker, 

My,  but  oh  my!  They're  beginning  to  tucker. 
They've  been  ever  so  careful  to  have  plants  in 
the  middle; 

In  the  pots  they're  well  centered  —=  that  is  no 
riddle. 

Those  immature  leaves  that  the  judges  abhor 
Have  all  been  removed,  leaving  foliage  galore. 
Each  row  of  leaves  lies  flat  on  another. 

No  errant  ones,  but  spaced  next  to  each  other. 
No  gaps  or  "holes,"  or  soil  peeking  through. 
Or  petioles  showing  to  get  judges  a-stew. 

A  few  plants  were  changed  to  pots  the  right 
size. 

For  a  one-third  proportion  with  diameter's 
wise. 

Some  were  repotted  to  correct  a  long  neck. 
Else  the  judges  would  deduct  three  points,  by 
heck. 

Removed  were  all  stubs  and  every  spent  bloom. 
It  surely  does  pay  to  brush  and  to  groom! 
Classification  did  check  the  MVL,  just  the  same. 
Having  plants  rightly  titled  is  the  name  of  the 

game. 

They  sought  hidden  picks,  leaf  supports  or  a 
pest; 

With  eagle-eyed  judges,  they'll  sure  pass  the 

test. 

Staging's  spectacular,  the  tables  well  covered 
(Judges  like  neatness,  the  Show  Chairman  dis¬ 
covered.) 

Wide  aisles,  good  lighting  and  all  having  labels 
Placement  Committee's  worked  hard  on  the 
tables. 

Entries  has  checked,  checked  -  checked  yet  once 


more. 

For  it  has  been  found  with  wrong  classes  before. 
The  designs  are  truly  a  sight  to  behold. 
Interpretations  e'er  subtle,  yet  others  quite 
bold. 

Such  talent!  It  abounds  in  every  exhibit. 

It  seemed  that  for  no  one  did  class  themes 
inhibit. 

Awards  has  the  ribbons  all  at  the  ready. 

As  soon  as  the/ re  judged,  the  Clerks'll  work 
steady. 

The  Judges'  Chairperson  will  greet  everyone 

And  take  them  to  lunch  when  judging  is  done. 
If  all  does  go  well,  from  the  judges  they'll  get 
A  high  SSA  score  -  the  blue  rosette! 

Then  perhaps  they'll  hear  judges,  'ere  they 
drive  out  of  sight. 

Say  "Congrats  to  you  all,  and  to  all  a 
goodnight!" 

Iris  Keating 

(with  apologies  to  Qement  C.  Moore) 

Traveling 
To  Columbus 

Located  in  the  heart  of  America,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  is  within  550  miles  of  more  than  one-half 
of  the  nation's  population. 

Nineteen  commercial  air  carriers  serve  Co¬ 
lumbus,  landing  at  Port  Columbus  Interna¬ 
tional  Airport,  just  15  minutes  from  downtown. 

If  you  plan  to  drive,  two  major  interstates  (I- 
70  and  1-71)  provide  excellent  access  to  Colum¬ 
bus  from  all  four  directions. 

An  innerbelt  surrounds  the  downtown  area 
and  an  outerbelt  connects  the  city's  suburbs 
and  interstates. 

A  modern  Greyhound  bus  terminal  is  located 
downtown. 
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Show  Talk  .  .  . 

Darryl  Hoover 
912  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C 
Fullerton,  CA  92632 

_ d 


To  ensure  each  exhibitor  and  exhibit  receives 
the  recognition  they  deserve,  please  either  print 
or  type  your  results  on  the  reporting  form.  Once 
you've  completed  the  Show  Talk  report,  please 
double  check  your  spelling,  I  can  check  hybrids 
through  the  MVL;  however,  individual  names 
require  me  to  contact  the  particular  affiliates 
show  chair.  This  may  delay  the  publishing  of 
your  show  results. 

Please  include  a  self-addressed  stamped  post 
card  with  your  report.  This  will  allow  me  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  your  report  and  allows 
me  to  inquire  with  the  affiliate  should  the  need 
arise, 

I  look  forward  to  serving  you, 

GREATER  ATLANTA  AVS,  GA  —  ^A^iolets  Take 
Center  Stage/"  Kathy  Spissman,  Laura  Walker,  cochairs. 
Winners:  Best  AVSA  coEection,  Georgia  Inver,  Dandy 
Mandy,  Lady  Baltimore;  Second  best  m  show,  Georgia  Lmer; 
Best  semi,  Precmus  Pink,  Dale  Lanhart.  Second  best  AVSA 
collection.  Magnolia,  Dbck  Fksta,  EUmbeth;  Best  in  show, 
Magnolm;  sweepstakes  (horticulture),  Joan  Cumpton,  Best 
design,  "Theatre  Under  the  Stars";  sweepstakes  (design), 
Laura  Walker.  Best  frailer.  Snowy  Trait;  Best  gesneriad, 
Columnea  'Early  Bird,'  Lois  DavoL  Best  miniature.  Petite 
Jewel,  Jean  Wright. 

WISCONSIN  COUNCIL  OF  VIOLET  CLUBS  — 
""Violets  by  the  Dozen,"  Pat  Robinson,  chair.  Winners:  Best 
in  show.  Ramblin'  Silver;  Best  Trailer,  Ramblin'  Silver; 
sweepstakes  (horticultuje),  Mae  Mueller.  Second  best  in 
show,  Rob's  Soliloquy;  Best  miniature,  Rob's  Soliloquy,  Kath¬ 
leen  Dodge.  Best  design,  "Twelve  by  Twelve,"  sweep- 
stakes  (design),  Irene  Merrell.  Best  semi.  Hart's  Snow 
White;  Best  gesneriad,  Episcia  'Kee  Wee,'  Jan  Kutzleb. 

NORTH  TEXAS  AV  JUDGES  COUNCIL  —  "Violets 
Fall  Fantasy,"  Mary  Slallin^,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection.  Prelude,  IMa  Mark,  Something  Special,  Naomi 
Nolan.  Second  best  AVSA  collection.  Blue  Jay,  Magnolia, 
Grandma's  Zach,  Virginia  Linsan.  Best  in  show.  Sassy 
Shirley;  Best  semi.  Sassy  Shirley,  Dolores  Gibbs.  Second 
best  m  show.  Beacon  Trail;  Best  trailer.  Beacon  Trail;  sweep- 
stakes  (horticulture),  Hortense  Pittman,  Best  design,  "The 
World  Beneath  the  Waves,  "  Bill  Foster.  Best  miniature. 


Petite  Jewel,  Aloha  Rhodes,  Best  gesneriad,  Episck 
'Cleopatra/  Grace  Davis.  Sweepstakes  (design),  Jane  Rex- 
ilius. 

PASADENA  A  VS,  TX  —  ""Violets  Visit  the  Orient,"  Pat 
Gonzales,  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Swifty 
Thriller,  Sedona,  Apache  Celebratbn;  Best  in  show,  Sedona; 
Best  Texas  hybrid,  Apache  Celebration,  Melba  Bradbery. 
Second  best  AVSA  collection.  Reindeer  Games,  Emilk  Sav¬ 
age,  Greg,  James  Bradbeiy.  Best  design,  ""Madam  Butter¬ 
fly,"  Best  gesneriad,  Sinningk  speciosa  'Patrick/  Pat 
Gonzales.  Best  miniature.  Petite  Tot,  John  Gonzales. 

DELTA  AV  AND  GESNERIAD  SOCIETY,  CA  — • 
"Enchanted  World  of  Gesneriads  and  African  Violets," 
Barbara  Elkin,  chair.  Winners:  Best  in  show,  Nematanthus 
'Tropicana';  Best  semiminiature  trailer,  Saratoga  Trail;  Best 
Chirita,  Chirita  sinensis  'Hisako/  Barbara  Elkin;  Best 
miniature,  Petite  Jewel;  Best  semiminiature,  Irish  Angel, 
Doris  Weaver;  Best  episda,  Episck  "fee  Wee';  Best  seedling, 
Streptocarpus  seedling,  Jeanie  Hatfield;  Best  lesser-known 
Gesneriad,  Pearcea  hypocyrti flora,  Vera  Parker;  Best 
standard.  Wrangler's  Green  Pastures,  Bobbe  Huntting;  Best 
in  desi^,  terrarium,  ""Land  of  Enchantment,"  Mae  Men- 
des. 


Recent  winners  at  a  Pasadena  AVS  show, 
“Violets  Visit  the  Orient,”  were  Pat  Gonzales, 
Best  gesneriad,  Sinningia  speciosa;  Melba 
Bradbery,  Best  In  show,  Sedona;  and  John 
Gonzales,  Best  miniature,  Petite  Tot.  The  plant 
to  the  far  right  Is  Best  Texas  hybridized,  Apache 
Celebration^  also  grown  by  Melba  Bradbery. 
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"Growing  African  Violets 
In  Southern  Africa" 

by  Joan  Halford 

It  was  a  joy  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  new  book, 
just  released.  Growing  African  Violets  in  Southern 
Africa,  The  title  states  ''growing  in  Southern 
Africa,"  however,  this  complete  book  displays 
enthusiasm,  inspiration  and  fundamentals  of 
good  growing  methods  that  can  be  applied  by 
anyone,  anywhere,  growing  our  favorite 
houseplant.  It  is  delightfully  written,  with 
tested  and  tried  valuable  suggestions. 

Of  particular  interest,  is  the  glossy  front 
cover,  displaying  four  specimen  plants  of  Afri¬ 
can  violets,  in  full  color  and  six  on  the  back 
cover.  There  are  33  pictures  in  color  through¬ 
out,  and  over  100  black  and  white  illustrations. 

An  interesting  introduction  tells  how  Joan, 
the  author,  was  given  two  violets  and  became 
so  intrigued  she  gathered  and  read  all  the  litera¬ 
ture  she  found  available.  Then  she  started,  in 
her  own  way,  to  experiment  with  different 
ways  and  methods  to  promote  good  growing. 

Joan  is  a  Life  Member  of  AVSA,  a  senior 
A  VS  A  Judge,  and  a  member  of  the  AVSA  Board 
of  Directors.  She  is  also  a  popular  lecturer  and 
teacher  of  the  Transvaal  African  Violet  Society 
in  South  Africa.  Today,  in  her  greenhouses,  she 
grows  African  violets  and  gesneriads  collected 
from  many  parts  of  the  world.  She  is  a  re¬ 
nowned  grower  and  award-winning  exhibitor. 

The  book  is  well  designed  with  21  chapters 
and  a  brief  history  explaining  the  discovery  of 
violets.  She  reveals  the  areas  in  Africa  where 
they  were  first  sighted.  The  species  are  given 
short  factual  descriptions  and  locations  with 
dates  of  discovery. 

The  chapters,  throughout,  have  good  clarity 
and  continuity.  The  glossary  explains  all  terms 
used  pertaining  to  African  violets. 


There  is  a  chapter  devoted  to  proper  light  — 
the  lifeline  in  growing  these  African  beauties  to 
induce  proper  growth  and  floriferousness. 
Artificial  light  is  discussed  in  detail.  Important 
emphasis  is  given  to  humidity,  proper  tempera¬ 
ture,  feeding  and  watering. 

Propagation  is  carefully  explained  with 
vivid  illustrations  from  leaf  cutting  to  mature 
plant.  How  to  hand  pollinate  and  plant  seed, 
step  by  step,  for  success  in  growing  your  own 
seedlings  is  also  discussed. 

The  chapters  on  soil  and  potting  give  infor¬ 
mation  that  prove  successful.  The  proper 
method  of  disbudding  for  shows,  Texas  potting 
and  capillary  matting  are  all  included. 

Joan  makes  one  statement  in  the  book  to 
which  we  can  all  relate  ...  "To  enjoy  working 
with  your  plants  —  get  organized,  be  clean,  be 
methodical."  That  seems  to  sum  up  the  valu¬ 
able  merit  of  this  basic  manual  that  promotes 
good  growing  in  your  home  or  greenhouse. 

This  book  can  be  purchased  from  the  pub¬ 
lisher:  J  P  Van  Der  Walt,  P.  O.  Box  123,  Pretoria 
0001,  Republic  of  South  Africa  or  from  Tinari 
Greenhouses  catalog  at  cost  of  $15.95  postpaid. 

Anne  Tinari 


How's  the  Weather? 

While  the  average  high  temperature  in  April 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  is  63  degrees  and  the  aver¬ 
age  low  is  42,  anyone  who  lives  here  will  tell 
you  that  April  temperatures  can  register  at  just 
about  any  number  on  the  thermometer.  A  rain¬ 
coat  with  a  zip-out  lining  might  be  the  most 
important  item  in  your  suitcase. 

Also,  bring  comfortable  walking  shoes  for 
touring  AmeriFlora  '92  and  all  the  other  attrac¬ 
tions  you'll  want  to  visit. 
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Sinningia  'Bright  Eyes 


Little  things  mean  a  lot,  especially  a  Sinningia 
'Bright  Eyes'  one  of  the  smallest  blooming 
tuberous  gesneriads.  Pronunciation  is  sin-NIN- 
jee-ah  in  Walt  Maurus'  Guide  to  Pronunciations. 
He  says  that  the  word  sinningia  is  derived  from 
the  name  of  the  German  gardener,  W.  Sinning. 
The  official  Gesneriad  register  of  1988  lists  S. 
'Bright  Eyes'  as  a  1964  hybrid  by  Carl  Clayberg. 
The  cross  was  ([S.  pusilla  X  S.  Concinna]  X  S. 
pusilla).  When  you  see  two  plants  listed  in 
brackets  it  usually  indicates  that  a  seedling 
from  the  first  cross  was  used  to  hybridize  with 
another  pusilla. 

The  face  of  the  blooms  is  much  more  lavender 
than  any  pusilla  I've  grown  and  the  description 
does  say  it  is  darker.  This  plant  is  definitely 
more  vigorous  than  any  of  the  parents.  The 
illustration  is  taken  from  my  four-year  old  plant 
which  has  a  tuber  about  three-quarters  of  an 
inch  wide.  It  grows  in  a  2-1  /4"  pot  which  rests 
inside  a  five  inch  glass  bubble  covered  with 
plastic  wrap.  This  little  gem  produces  many 
crowns  and  you  can  pinch  some  away  to  root 
extra  plants.  Mine  never  sets  seed. 

S.  'Snowflake'  is  very  similar  except  for  the 
white  blooms.  Placing  them  beside  each  other, 
I'd  say  'Bright  Eyes'  has  the  more  serrated 
flower  petals  and  larger  flowers.  These  plants 
are  must-haves.  Nothing  is  easier  to  care  for  and 
because  they  are  enclosed,  pests  never  seem  to 
bother  them.  Just  don't  let  them  dry  out  com¬ 
pletely  as  this  will  bring  dormancy.  Instead  of 
fertilizing  containerized  plants,  try  giving  them 
fresh  soil  every  three  or  four  months.  Any  good 


soil  mix  moistened  with  rain  water  will  keep 
them  blooming.  The  tubers  can't  be  planted 
deeply  in  the  soil;  barely  cover  them  use  only  an 
inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  of  soil.  A  bottom  layer 
of  charcoal  can  be  used,  too.  If  your  sinningias 
look  good  but  don't  bloom,  just  like saintpaulias, 
they  do  hot  have  enough  light. 

The  Nutmeg  State 

This  African  Violet  Society  is  truly  a  spicy 
delight.  Edna  Rourke,  now  the  president,  in¬ 
vited  me  to  speak  at  their  State  Fair  and  her 
husband  even  provided  transportation  to  the 
airport.  By  the  look  of  their  show,  this  organiza¬ 
tion  knows  how  to  grow,  work  together  and 
have  fun  at  the  same  time.  Nothing  is  better  for 
the  human  spirit  than  good  friends,  growing 
plants  and  laughter.  Enjoyed  meeting  the 
people  whose  names  I've  read  in  the  magazine 
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—  Marge  Fargeot,  Julie  Adams,  Ann  Butler, 
Dick  Bower,  etc.  Don't  laugh,  but  I  really  read 
every  listing  of  who  won  what  in  every  show 
published  in  African  Violet  Magazine.  Out  of 
state  members  who  come  to  the  national  con¬ 
vention  also  come  to  this  organization.  Among 
them  are  Ruth  Warren,  Bill  and  Katheryn  Paa- 
uwe,  Frank  Senna  and  John  and  Barbara  Cook. 
It  was  great  fun — I  joined.  Roger  Wheeler,  who 
was  on  my  tour  bus  at  the  Santa  Clara  conven¬ 
tion,  helped  load  my  slides  and  run  a  wonderful 
projector.  You  readers — join  a  club,  start  a  club 
or  rejoin  one  you  left.  Sharing  your  love  of 
plants  is  one  of  the  most  rewarding  things  you 
can  do.  I  know  we  are  all  very  busy  with  life 
obligations,  yet  we  deserve  to  treat  ourselves  to 
the  time  necessary  to  foster  African  violets. 

A  Ringer 

Ringer  Corporation  recently  purchased  Safer 
Agro-Chem,  Inc.,  makers  of  the  famous  insecti¬ 
cidal  soap  and  other  more  natural  remedies. 
Remember  my  dismay  at  not  being  able  to  find 
those  yellow  sticky  bars  that  catch  insects?  — - 
well,  they  will  be  marketing  them  under  the 
name  Flying  Insect  Attack.  A  local  sales  repre¬ 
sentative  talked  to  us  about  the  use  of  natural 
products  and  urged  us  to  read  and  follow  all 
labels  carefully.  The  person  who  grows  for  a 
living,  respects  the  use  of  chemicals  much  more 
than  a  hobby  grower,  like  myself.  His  or  Her  life 
and  profits  depend  upon  good  judgment  and 
good  crops.  Perhaps  this  observation  applies  to 
our  hobby,  too.  The  commercials  must  use 
common  sense  and  available  pest  control  to 
remain  competitive.  As  a  hobby  grower  I  have 
the  choice  to  use  whatever  control  is  best.  If  I 
want  to  toss  a  plant,  fine.  It  is  better  to  prevent 
an  invasion,  than  to  treat  it  later.  Let's  go  back  to 
using  some  "old  fashioned"  things.  Wettable 
sulphur  is  a  wonder  fungicide.  Diatomaceous 
earth  is  worth  its  weight  in  gold  against  soil 
mealybug.  Use  soaps  whenever  you  can.  He 
told  us  to  use  soaps  on  "squishy"  bugs  and 
pyrethrums  on  the  hard  shell  bugs.  Easy  to 
remember.  Always  spray  under  the  leaves  and 


never  spray  when  the  temperature  is  above  80®. 
Many  people  have  trouble  with  ants  invading 
the  growing  areas;  try  sprinkling  talcum  pow¬ 
der  or  bay  leaves  on  their  routes. 

Orchid  growers  have  limited  their  use  of 
SafeYs  Insecticidal  Soap  on  their  plants  because 
the  continual  spray  clogs  the  pores  and  the 
plant  can't  transpire  properly.  Checking  the 
Baler's  label,  I  see  no  recommendations  for  use 
on  orchids.  Common  sense  tells  me  that  too 
much  soap  on  anything  is  no  good.  Ringer 
introduced  Restore  for  African  Violets,  a  soil 
amendment,  many  years  ago.  I've  used  it  faith¬ 
fully  and  highly  recommend  it.  It  revitalizes 
microbes  in  the  soil  and  I  even  add  a  tablespoon 
to  each  peck  of  soil  mix,  just  to  "get  it  going." 

This  has  been  a  banner  year  for  me;  thank  you 
for  so  many  nice  letters  and  cards.  Yesterday,  I 
heard  John  Brookes,  the  famous  garden  de¬ 
signer,  poke  fun  at  the  American's  gardener's 
obsession  with  mowing  and  blowing  their 
gardens  into  sterile  oblivion.  We  like  to  use  all 
our  gadgets  and  enjoy  overkill.  Maybe  that's 
why  my  plant  collection  is  in  a  state  of  disrepair 
most  of  the  time.  I'm  too  busy  to  be  consistent, 
but  I  have  fun. 

Send  me  your  ideas  or  growing  hints  and 
remember  —  if  you  want  an  answer  to  your 
letter,  send  a  BASE. 

Good  growing. 

A  Centennial  Pin 

(1892  - 1992) 

Limited  Edition 

$10.00 

will  be  offered  at  the 
Columbus  AVSA  Convention. 

Wear  this  beautiful  pin  with  pride 
and  help  celebrate  the  100th  anniversary 
of  the  African  violet. 
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Creating 


with  Fredette 

Irene  Fredette 
1545  Whitney  Avenue 
Hamden,  CT  06517 


#  #  ♦ 


Over  the  years,  I  have  had  numerous  con¬ 
tacts,  through  letters  and  via  the  telephone, 
with  people  seeking  answers  to  questions  or 
asking  for  advice  on  hybridizing.  I  tried  to  help 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  always  amazed  and 
pleased  by  the  great  diversity  of  individuals 
whose  common  denominator  was  an  interest  in 
African  violets  ““  doctors,  military  personnel, 
airline  pilots,  students,  teachers,  housewives, 
corporate  executives,  greenhouse  employees, 
clergy,  etc.  Certain  questions  cropped  up  time 
and  again,  and  I  shall,  at  this  time,  review 
several  of  the  most  frequently  asked,  while 
anticipating  others  from  you,  the  readers. 

Q:  What  are  my  chances  of  making  a  great  deal  of 
money  in  African  violets: 

A:  Slim!  It  has  been  done,  but  no  frequently, 
especially  in  recent  years.  A  more  realistic 
expectation  would  be  a  modest  income  or 
supplement  —  unless  you  are  prepared  to 
make  a  large  investment  and  have  the 
expertise  in  marketing  and  promotional 
skills. 

Q:  Since  modern  violets  are  such  an  improvement 
over  the  early  ones,  is  there  any  value  to  the 
hybridizer  in  any  of  the  "oldies''? 

A:  Indeed  there  is!  And  especially  to  the  plant 
breeder  with  specific  goals  in  mind.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  we  have  lost  a  number  of  culti vars  Q: 
which  might  have  proved  to  be  both  chal¬ 
lenging  and  valuable.  There  came  a  time 
during  the  'Violet  fever  epidemic"  when 
show  plant  orientation  reigned  supreme 
and  numerous  culti  vars  were  consigned  to 


oblivion  because  they  failed  to  "conform." 
We  became  so  obsessed  with  new  names 
and  glowing  promises  that  we  failed  to 
note  or  appreciate  some  endearing  traits  in 
our  discards.  Instead  of  concentrating  on 
improving  and  taming  some  of  these  early 
cultivars,  we  discarded  indiscriminately. 
How  I  wish  that  I  could  locate  one  such 
"oldie"  named  Tatent  Leather.'  Insignifi¬ 
cant  blossoms  but  what  foliage!  Very  dark, 
very  shiny,  and  deserving  of  its  descriptive 
name.  Then  there  were  Buynak's  "Cara¬ 
van"  series.  Large  plants  with  single  blos¬ 
soms  that  tended  to  drop.  But  the  heavy 
ruching  around  the  leaf  edges  of  Caravan 
'Heirloom,'  'Masquerade,'  'Limelight,'  and 
'New  Horizon,'  is  memorable.  How  I'd 
love  to  work  with  some  of  these  in  order  to 
produce  magnificently  ruched,  flat,  sym¬ 
metrical  leaves  topped  by  an  abundance  of 
large  blossoms.  A  green  leaf  with  a  cream 
or  pink  ruffle  around  the  edge  would  be 
lovely.  I  know  exactly  how  to  proceed  in 
that  direction,  but  to  the  best  of  my  knowl¬ 
edge,  the  "Caravans"  are  extinct.  'Green 
Beads'  with  its  magnificent  beaded  green 
edge  is  another  loss.  If  not,  please  let  me 
know. 

Can  you  explain  the  difference  between  a  chi¬ 
mera  and  a  sport?  I  have  been  told  that  I  cannot 
create  a  crop  of  chimera  seedlings  by  using  two 
chimeras  a  parents.  Is  this  true? 

A.  A  chimera  is  a  sport  but  not  all  sports  are 
chimeras.  A  sport  or  a  mutation  is  the  unex- 
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pected  appearance  of  a  new  character.  (One 
famous  example  is  Tommie  Lou'  which  is 
a  heritable  sport  of  'White  Pride/)  The 
changes  may  occur  in  leaves,  flowers,  or 
any  other  part  of  a  plant.  They  may  be  due 
to  a  change  in  a  gene,  or  in  its  location  in  the 
chromosome,  or  to  a  structural  rearrange¬ 
ment  of  genes  in  a  chromosome.  Some 
mutations  occur  in  plant  tissues  that  do  not 
give  rise  to  sex  cells.  Such  mutations  cannot 
be  inherited  and  are  called  chimeras.  In 
other  words,  a  chimera  is  a  mutation  which 
is  not  heritable.  Since  the  breeder  has  no 
control  over  the  type  or  frequency  of  muta¬ 
tions  that  appear,  they  must  be  accepted  as 
an  accident  or  an  act  of  Nature  and  not  as  a 
result  of  hybridizing.  Being  the  owner  of  a 
valuable  mutant  is  something  like  winning 
a  state  lottery.  You  cannot  plan  it  or  control 
it.  It  just  happens. 

Q.  I  am  new  at  hybridizing  and  have  been  told  to 
"cross  the  best  with  the  best  in  order  to  get  the 
best"  Do  you  agree? 

A.  Yes  and  no!  For  an  impatient  novice  or  a 
"one-pod  hybridizer"  who  wants  instant 
gratification,  it's  a  fairly  safe  route  because 
such  a  cross  should  produce  some  attrac¬ 
tive  seedlings.  But  they  may  be  "more  of  the 
same"  and  not  necessarily  "different."  For 
one  who  is  willing  to  make  a  succession  of 
crosses  in  order  to  achieve  a  specific  end, 
there  is  more  challenge  in  selective  breed¬ 
ing  until  the  desired  combination  of  traits  is 
achieved.  You  may  decide  that  you  want 
the  symmetry  of  Plant  A  and  the  striking 
color  and  shape  of  the  blossoms  on  Plant  B, 
which,  unfortunately,  has  miserable  foli¬ 
age.  You  may  have  to  make  several  crosses 
before  you  get  the  desired  result  which 
combines  the  best  features  of  each  parent. 
In  the  process,  you  may  get  lucky  and  get 
several  seedlings  which  fall  short  of  your 
goal,  but  are,  nevertheless,  attractive 
enough  to  be  named.  But  in  one's  mind 
there  will  always  be  the  thought,  "These  are 
nice  but  not  what  I  was  really  aiming  for." 


I  am  still  trying  to  reach  an  elusive  goal 
a  true  light  blue  with  a  bold  dark  blue  edge. 
My  first  step  was  to  create  a  new  true  light 
blue  without  the  lavender  cast  of  most 
blues  of  that  time.  This  was  time-consum¬ 
ing  but  was  finally  accomplished  a  decade 
or  so  ago.  Then  came  some  two-tone  blues, 
but,  as  yet,  none  with  the  edge  I  visualize. 
At  least  the  groundwork  has  been  laid  and 
if  I  don't  get  it,  hopefully  someone  else  will. 
All  it  takes  is  patience  and  perseverance. 
And  "violet  people"  have  an  abundance  of 
both. 


Katherine  Steeie  of  the  Memphis  AVS  Is 
shown  with  Best  of  show  and  Best  miniature, 
Petite  Jewel  and  2nd  best  of  show  and  Best 
semiminiature,  Angel  Lace. 


Attention:  Affiliates 

Show  writeups  will  now  come  under  the 
heading  of  “Show  Talk.”  Send  information 
to:  Darryl  Hoover,  912  S.  Highland  Ave., 
Apt.  C,  Fullerton,  CA  92632 
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TINARl  GREENHOUSES 


presents  a 

'CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION' 

1892-  1992 -A  Century  of  Violets 
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Tally  Time  - 1991 

Mrs.  Anna  ]ean  Landgren 
2450  Iroquois  Road 
Wilmette,  IL  60091 

Tally  Time  is  a  summary  of  the  varieties  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  total  awards  during 
1991  based  on  127  reports  including  1,357  awards  from  state  and  local  shows. 

’*^Show  Chairmen  —  the  names  of  winning  1992  varieties  should  be  reported  on  the  "Tally  Time 
Report"  form  included  in  your  Standard  Show  Award  packet.  Please  send  the  forms  to  Anna  Jean 
Landgren  at  the  above  address. 


Total 

Number 

Number 

Variety 

Number  of 

Best  Mini, 

Number  of 

Best  of 

Second 

Hybridizer 

Collection 

SM,  Trail, 

Awards 

Show 

Best 

Regist.  No. 

STANDARDS 

Awards 

or  Species 

13 

2 

2 

Mary  Craig 

R.  Nadeau  #6408 

9 

12 

3 

1 

Picasso 

M.  Tremblay  #6924 

8 

11 

1 

2 

Ness'  Viking  Maiden 

D.  Ness  #7182 

8 

10 

0 

1 

Bertha 

B.  Foster  #6159 

9 

10 

2 

2 

Lela  Marie 

I.  Lineberg  #5668 

SEMIMINIATURES 

6 

27 

3 

2 

Precious  Pink 

H.  Pittman  #6025 

8 

14 

18 

1 

1 

Little  Pro 

H.  Pittman  #6637 

7 

9 

18 

2 

0 

Snuggles 

L.  Lyon  #5018 

MINIATURES 

10 

6 

13 

0 

1 

Petite  Jewel 

H.  Pittman  #7085 

TRAILERS 

2 

10 

16 

0 

1 

Rob's  Sticky  Wicket 

R.  Robinson  #6467 

1 

14 

13 

0 

0 

Pixie  Blue 

L.  Lyon  #2598 

0 

13 
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TotalNumber 

Number 

Variety 

Number  of 

Best  Mini, 

Number  of 

Best  of 

Second 

Hybridizer 

Collection 

SM,  Trail, 

Awards 

Show 

Best 

Regist.  No. 

SAINTPAULIA  SPECIES 

Awards 

or  Species 

9 

0 

0 

S.  grandifolia 

S237 

0 

9 

8 

0 

0 

S.  velutina 

Sll 

0 

8 

7 

1 

0 

S.  rupicola 

SlOb 

0 

6 

One  of  the  charges  to  the  Tally  Time  Chairman  is  to  determine  whether  there  is  a  correlation 
between  geography  and  award  winners.  Using  a  geographical  division  map  from  the  AVSA  office, 
records  were  also  summarized  by  five  areas.  The  following  table  tabulates  this  analysis. 


VARIETY 

TOTAL 

NO.  OF 

GEOGRAPHICAL  DIVISIONS 

Standards 

AWARDS 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

Mary  Craig 

13 

3 

1 

0 

9 

0 

Picasso 

12 

0 

1 

6 

3 

2 

Ness's  Viking  Maiden 

11 

2 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Bertha 

10 

2 

1 

0 

7 

0 

Lela  Marie 
Semiminiatures 

10 

0 

1 

0 

8 

1 

Precious  Pink 

27 

6 

2 

9 

2 

8 

Little  Pro 

18 

1 

4 

5 

2 

6 

Snuggles 

Miniatures 

18 

2 

2 

6 

6 

2 

Petite  Jewel 

Trailers 

13 

0 

1 

5 

1 

6 

Rob's  Sticky  Wicket 

16 

2 

4 

6 

2 

2 

Pixie  Blue 

Saintpaulia  Species 

13 

1 

1 

7 

1 

3 

S.  grandifolia 

9 

0 

1 

2 

5 

1 

S.  velutina 

8 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

S.  rupicola 

7 

0 

4 

2 

1 

0 

Number  of  Shows 

17 

23 

38 

22 

27 

Reporting  states  by 

area  are:  #I  includes  Alaska,  Alberta,  Arizona,  California,  Colorado  and 

New  Mexico;  #II  -  Illinois,  Iowa,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Nebraska,  Ontario  and  Wisconsin;  #III  - 
Connecticut,  Delaware,  Ohio,  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Jersey,  New  York,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  Prince  Edwards  Island,  Quebec  and  Virginia;  #IV  -  Louisiana,  Oklahoma  and  Texas;  #V  - 
Alabama,  Florida,  Georgia,  Mississippi,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  We 
received  no  Tally  Time  sheets  from  the  states  not  listed. 

Other  popular  varieties  within  an  area  were:  #I  -  Fredette's  Moonflower  (6);  Swing  Along  (5)  and 
S.  pendula  kizarae  (4);  #II  -  Granger's  Desert  Dawn  (5)  and  Suncoast  Paisley  Print  (5);  #III  - 
Optimara  Trinidad  (5);  #IV  -  Magnolia  (5);  #V  like  the  top  winners  the  best. 

Some  shows  gave  awards  in  two  categories  such  as  Amateur  and  Commercial  or  Advanced  and 
Beginners,  and  all  were  included.  Some  chairmen  reported  gesneriads  which  are  not  included 
with  species. 
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Rob's  Cookie  Monster  (top) 


Rob's  Lucky  Stroke 
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Registration  Report 

Iris  Keating 
149Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid 
for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  two  years  for  an  additional  $1 .00.  Regis¬ 
tration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed 
within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00. 

REGISTRATIONS 
Pamela  Barnhart »  Springfield,  OH 
♦BACK  IN  TIME  (7556)  10/3/91  (P.  Barnhart) 
Semidouble  purple/ pink  and  light  lavender 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  heart-shaped,  quilted/ 
red  back.  Large 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Tonawanda,  NY 
♦ROB'S  ANGELIE  (7557)  10/28/91  (R.  Robin¬ 
son)  Double  white  frilled /rose-pink  shad¬ 
ing,  edge.  Medium  green,  glossy.  Miniatme 
♦ROB'S  DENIM  DEMON  (7558)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  dark  blue.  Crown  vari¬ 
egated  dark  green,  gold  and  tan,  quilted, 
pebbled,  glossy.  Semiminiature 
♦ROB'S  GAL  VIKKI  (7559)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  white/rose-purple 
frosted  edge.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Semiminiature 
♦ROB'S  JEE  JIM  (7560)  10/28/91  (R.  Robinson) 
Semidouble  mauve-purple  two-tone/some 
thin  white  edge.  TL  variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  quilted,  scalloped,  girl 
foliage.  Semiminiature. 

♦ROB'S  LUCKY  STROKE  (7561)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  dark  pink/ 
white  stripe.  Medium  green,  quilted,  hairy, 
serrated.  Semiminiature 
♦ROB'S  PINK  FIZZ  (7562)  10/28/91  (R.  Robin¬ 
son)  Semidouble  dark  pink  pansy/ dark  rose 
fantasy.  TL  variegated  black-green  and  pink, 
plain,  pointed/red  back.  Semiminiature 


♦ROB'S  PUDDY  CAT  (7563)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  creamy  white  to  light 
pink  frilled.  Dark  green,  quilted,  serrated. 
Semiminiature 

♦ROB'S  SUNSPOT  (7564)  10/28/91  (R.  Robin¬ 
son)  Double  white  large  star/bright  red  mot¬ 
tling.  Medium  green,  pointed,  quilted,  hairy, 
serrated.  Semiminiature 
♦ROB'S  SWEET  DREAMS  (7565)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  light  peach-pink 
pansy.  Black-green,  quilted,  glossy /red 
back.  Semiminiature 

♦ROB'S  TWINKLE  TOES  (7566)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  mauve/ some  darker 
tips.  TL  variegated  dark  green,  white  and 
light  pink,  quilted /red  back.  Semimini- 
ahtre 

♦ROB'S  WHATEVER  (7567)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Semidouble  chimera  white/ dark 
red  stripe.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted, 
hairy,  serrated/red  back.  Semiminiature 
♦ROB'S  WHITE  OUT  (7568)  10/28/91  (R. 
Robinson)  Double  white  large  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Miniature 

Sidney  Sorano  -  Dolgeville,  NY 
♦BURNING  STAR  (7569)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  red  wavy  star.  Dark  green, 
plain/ red  back.  Large 

♦CHASING  SUNSHINE  (7570)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble-double  dark  red  wavy 
star.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
♦CINNAMON  SPICE  (7571)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Single-semidouble  dark  red  star/ 
white  wavy  edge.  TL  variegated  dark  green, 
white  and  pink,  plain,  wavy.  Large 
♦COUNTRY  QUILT  (7572)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  light  lavender  wavy 
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star /darker  eye,  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted.  Standard 

’^COUNTRY  SUNSHINE  (7573)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  dark  red  wavy  star.  Medium 
green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
^FANTASY  MAKER  (7574)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  medium  pink  ruffled 
star/blue  fantasy.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

’^HAPPY  TRAILS  (7575)  11/7/91  (L.  Lyon) 
Double  dark  rose-pink  star.  Medium  green, 
pointed.  Semiminiature  trailer 
^IRISH  DIMPLES  (7576)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  coral  pink  star/green  frilled  edge. 
Dark  green,  wavy.  Miniature. 
nmSH  FLIRT  (7577)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  bright  green  and  white  frilled  star. 
Medium  green,  wavy.  Semiminiature 
*IRISH  WHISPER  (7578)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  light  pink  star/beige 
overlay,  brown-green  edge.  Dark  green, 
plain,  serrated.  Large 

^LITTLE  BEACON  (7579)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  ivory  pansy.  Dark  green,  plain, 
quilted.  Semiminiature 
’^LYON'S  CHERRY  KISS  (7580)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Single  fuchsia  sticktite  pansy.  TL 
variegated  medium  green  and  white,  plain, 
quilted.  Standard 

^LYON'S  COUNTRY  MOONLIGHT  (7581) 
11/7/91  (S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  light  pink 
ruffled  star/ some  darker  edge,  tips.  Dark 
green,  quilted/ red  back.  Large 
^LYON'S  FANCY  PANTS  (7582)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  medium  pink  star.  Medium 
green,  plain.  Large 

^LYON'S  PINK  CRYSTAL  (7583)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  pink  ruffled  star.  Dark 
green,  quilted.  Large 

^MAGENTA  MOON  (7584)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  magenta  wavy 
star.  Dark  green,  plain/ red  back.  Large 
*NIGHT  SECRETS  (7585)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  medium  blue  large 
ruffled  star.  Dark  green,  plain,  wavy/red 
back.  Standard 

’^PARTY  TOY  (7586)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  chimera  medium  pink/ 
dark  blue  stripe,  fantasy.  TL  variegated  me¬ 
dium  green  and  white,  plain,  quilted.  Sem- 
iminiahire 


*PASSION  PURRFECT  (7587)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble-double  orchid  large 
wavy  star/dark  red-purple  tips.  TL  vari¬ 
egated  dark  green,  cream  and  pink,  plain, 
wavy.  Large 

^PEPPERMINT  KISS  (7588)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  wavy  pansy/ 
fuchsia  markings  at  edge.  TL  variegated 
medium  green  and  white,  plain,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

’^PINK  RUMBA  (7589)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  light  pink  ruffled  pansy/ 
hot  pink  tips,  touched  with  white.  Medium 
green,  plain,  serrated.  Standard 
’^PONY  RIDE  (7590)  11/7/91  (S,  Sorano) 
Single  chimera  medium  blue  bell/white 
stripe.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Mini¬ 
ature  trailer 

^PRANCING  PONY  (7591)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  dark  pink  pansy/ dark  blue 
fantasy.  Medium  green,  plain,  quilted.  Sem¬ 
iminiature 

^RASPBERRY  DAZZLE  (7592)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  magenta  wavy  star. 
Light  green,  plain,  quilted.  Standard 
’^SATIN  WINE  (7593)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  dark  wine  wavy  star.  Dark 
green,  plain.  Standard 

’^SHADES  OF  AUTUMN  (7594)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Single-semidouble  medium  pink 
ruffled  pansy/ pale  mauve  center.  TL  vari¬ 
egated  medium  green  and  cream,  plain, 
wavy,  serrated.  Large 

^SHIMMER  FROST  (7595)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  white  frilled  star/ faint 
lavender-blue  and  green  markings  at  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain,  wavy.  Standard 
’^SILK  'N'  HONEY  (7596)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  white  ruffled  pansy/ pink 
markings  at  edge.  TL  variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  plain.  Standard 
*SMOKEYMOON  (7597)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  light  lavender  wavy  pansy/ 
dark  green  markings  on  tips  and/or  edge. 
Medium  green,  wavy.  Standard 
’^SMOKEY  ROSE  (7598)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  dark  mauve  wavy  star.  Light 
green,  plain,  ovate,  quilted.  Large 
^SNUGGLES  BIG  EYES  (7599)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  white  pansy/blue-purple 
blushed  center.  TL  variegated  medium 
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green  and  white,  quilted,  serrated.  Semim¬ 
iniature 

^SNUGGLES  BLUSHING  DOLL  (7600)  11/ 
7/91  (S.  Sorano)  Double  white  star/ fuchsia 
two-tone  blushed  center.  TL  variegated  light 
green  and  white,  plain,  quilted.  Semimini- 
atiu*e 

’^SNUGGLES  BUSY  BEE  (7601)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  fuchsia  pansy.  TL  vari¬ 
egated  medium  green  and  white,  quilted. 
Semiminiature 

^SNUGGLES  LADY  DAWN  (7602)  11/7/91 
(S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  pink  star/mauve 
markings  on  tips.  TL  variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  heart-shaped,  serrated,  girl 
foliage.  Semiminiature 

^SNUGGLES  LITTLE  GIRL  (7603)  1 1/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Double  pink  two-tone  pansy/ white 
ruffled  edge.  TL  variegated  medium  green, 
white  and  pink,  ovate,  girl  foliage.  Semim¬ 
iniature 

^SNUGGLES  RISING  STAR  (7604)  11/7/91 
(S.  Sorano)  Semidouble  light  pink  star/ rose- 
pink  glitter  overlay,  pink-white  wavy  edge. 
TL  variegated  medium  green  and  white, 
plain.  Semiminiature 

’^SPRING  MIST  (7605)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Double  light  lavender-blue  star/ darker 
blushed  center,  shaded  to  white  ruffled 
edge.  TL  variegated  medium  green  and 
white,  plain,  serrated.  Standard 

’^VERY  BERRY  (7606)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Semidouble  red- wine  large  star /white  wavy 
edge.  Dark  green,  plain,  ovate,  quilted. 
Large 

♦VICTORIAN  VELVET  (7607)  11/7/91  (S. 
Sorano)  Semidouble  dark  magenta  star/ 
bright  pink  frilled  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  quilted.  Large 

♦WINE  COOLER  (7608)  11/7/91  (S.  Sorano) 
Single-semidouble  wine  star/ thin  white 
wavy  edge.  TL  variegated  dark  green,  white 
and  pink,  plain.  Standard 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 

♦ADELINE  (7609)  11/9/91  (D.  Harrington) 
Double  pink  two-tone.  Dark  green,  heart- 
shaped,  quilted,  wavy/red  back.  Standard 

♦GLENNA  (7610)  11/9/91  (D.  Harrington) 
Semidouble  rose  two-tone  ruffled /green- 
edged  upper  petals.  Medium  green,  heart- 


shaped,  quilted /red  back.  Standard 
♦ROSE  BUTTERFLY  (7611)  11/9/91  (D.  Har¬ 
rington)  Single  pink  ruffled /darker  eye, 
green-edged  upper  petals.  Dark  green, 
quilted,  wavy.  Standard 
♦VIKING  SPLENDOR  (7612)  11/9/91  (D. 
Harrington)  Semidouble  pink  two-tone 
large/darker  eye.  Medium  green,  plain, 
quilted,  serrated.  Standard 

Clara  Hobbs  -  San  Antonio,  TX 
♦DEAN'S  BABY  OPAL  (7613)  11/14/91  (C. 
Hobbs/D.  Hobbs)  Single  wine  pansy/ 
darker  tips,  edge.  TL  variegated  medium 
green  and  white,  heart-shaped.  Semimini¬ 
ature 

Marie  Beeman  -  Healdsburg,  CA 
♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  BAY  (7614)  11/16/91 
(M.  Beeman)  Double  medium-light  blue 
large  wavy  star.  TL  variegated  dark  green, 
cream  and  pink,  pointed,  serrated.  Standard 
♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  BREEZE  (7615)  11/16/ 
91  (M.  Beeman)  Double  pink  ruffled  star/ 
blue  fantasy.  TL  variegated  dark  green,  tan 
and  pink,  plain,  hairy/ rose  back.  Standard 
♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  DAWN  (7616)  11/16/91 
(M.  Beeman)  Semidouble  pink  bell/blue  fan¬ 
tasy,  pale  lavender  overlay  and  thin  edge.  TL 
variegated  dark  green,  ivory  and  pink,  plain, 
ovate.  Standard 

♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  DREAMIN'  (7617)  11/ 
16/91  (M.  Beeman)  Semidouble-double 
pink  ruffled /blue  fantasy.  TL  variegated 
dark  green  and  ivory,  wavy/ rose  back. 
Large 

♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  JETTY  (7618)  11/16/91 
(M.  Beeman)  Double  mahogany  ruffled 
star/black  tips.  TL  variegated  dark  green, 
rose  and  cream,  wavy/ rose  back.  Large 
♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  SANDS  (7619)  11/16/ 
91  (M.  Beeman)  Double  bright  pink  star/ 
some  green  edge.  TL  variegated  dark  green, 
pink  and  cream,  glossy,  hairy,  wavy.  Large 
♦MARIE'S  BODEGA  SHORES  (7620)  11/16/ 
91  (M.  Beeman)  Double  light  pink  pansy/ 
darker  ruffled  edge.  TL  variegated  dark 
green  and  rose,  quilted,  hairy.  Large 
♦MARIE'S  FORGOTTEN  LOVE  (7621)  11/ 
16/91  (M.  Beeman)  Single  orchid  sticktite 
star/ dark  purple  frilled  edge.  TL  variegated 
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dark  green,  cream  and  rose,  semi-holly. 
Large 

Jim  Boyer  -  Orlando,  FL 

*HELEN  BOYER  (7622)  11/18/91  (J.  Boyer) 
Semidouble  chimera  pink/lavender  stripe, 
purple  fantasy.  Medium  green,  quilted, 
serrated.  Standard 

S«-5f5«-5f 

Hugh  Eyerdom  -  Medina,  OH 

’^AYAKO  (7623)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom)  Semi¬ 
double  medium  pink/ red  glitter  band,  white 
edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  pointed,  quilted. 

Standard 

^FANTASY  FLAME  (7624)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Semidouble  bright  coral /blue  fantasy. 
Medium  green,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy. 
Standard 

’^FANTASY  SPICE  (7625)11/19/91  (Eyerdom) 
Double  pink /blue  fantasy,  wide  white  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain,  pointed,  glossy.  Stan¬ 
dard 

’^GRANGER'S  COLLEEN  (7626)  11/19/91 
(Eyerdom)  Semidouble  vivid  red /blue 
specks,  wide  white  edge.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed,  glossy.  Standard 

^GRANGER'S  WHITE  PUFF  (7627)  11/19/91 
(Eyerdom)  Double  white.  Light  green,  plain, 
pointed,  quilted.  Standard 

’^KAZUMI  (7628)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom)  Semi¬ 
double  light  pink /red  glitter  band,  white- 
pink  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  pointed, 
quilted.  Standard 

’^KEIKO  (7629)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom)  Single 
chimera  pink/blue  fantasy  stripe.  Light 
green,  plain,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy.  Stan¬ 
dard 

^ORCHID  FROST  (7630)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom) 
Double  lavender-orchid /darker  edge.  Dark 
green,  pointed,  quilted.  Standard 

’^PURPLE  FROST  (7631)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom) 
Semidouble  dark  purple/white  ruffled 
edge.  Medium  green,  glossy,  ruffled.  Stan¬ 
dard 

’^RASPBERRY  FROST  (7632)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Semidouble  medium  pink/ wide  rasp¬ 
berry  edge.  Medium  green,  plain,  pointed, 

quilted.  Standard 

^RASPBERRY  GLO  (7633)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Double  pink/ raspberry  fantasy,  wide 


white  edge.  Medium  green,  pointed, 
quilted.  Standard 

^RASPBERRY  HALO  (7634)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Semidouble  dark  pink/red  and  blue 
fantasy.  Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted, 
glossy.  Standard 

’^RASPBERRY  MIST  (7635)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Double  pink/ dark  pink-orchid  glitter 
shading.  Medium  green,  plain,  pointed, 
glossy.  Standard 

“^RED  ADMIRAL  (7636)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom) 
Semidouble  vivid  red.  Light  green,  plain, 
pointed,  glossy.  Standard 

’^RIO  BRAVO  (7637)  11/19/91  (Eyerdom) 
Semidouble  white  large/bright  red  eye. 
Light  green,  plain,  pointed,  glossy.  Stan¬ 
dard 

’^RUBY  TUESDAY  (7638)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Double  medium  red.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed,  quilted,  glossy.  Standard 

’^VINCE'S  CHOICE  (7639)  11/19/91  (Eyer¬ 
dom)  Semidouble  medium  blue  large/ 
white  edge.  Medium  green,  pointed, 
quilted,  glossy.  Large 

Judie  Lalanne  -  Englewood,  CO 

^CHERRY  GLO  (7640)  11/22/91  (J.  Lalanne) 
Double  cherry  red  star.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed.  Miniature 

Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 

*NESS'  ANGEL  WINGS  (7641)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Single  white  sticktite  pansy/pink  eye. 
Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted,  serrated /red 
back.  Standard 

^NESS'  CLASSI CHASSI  (7642)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Semidouble  chimera  red  pansy /white 
stripe.  Light  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 

♦NESS'  DISCO  BELLE  (7643)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Semidouble  burgundy  two-tone 
ruffled  pansy /darker  upper  petals,  edge. 
Dark  green,  plain,  glossy,  scalloped /red 
back.  Standard 

♦NESS'  FROSTY  BELLE  (7644)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Double  wine  two-tone.  Variegated 
dark  green,  cream  and  pink,  quilted /red 
back.  Semiminiature 

♦NESS'  LUCKY  FRECKLES  (7645)  11/26/91 
(D.  Ness)  Semidouble  light  pink  ruffled 
pansy/blue  fantasy  at  edge.  Medium  green. 
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quilted.  Standard 

*NESS'  MIDNIGHT  FANTASY  (7646)  11/ 
26/91  (D.  Ness)  Semidouble  light  pink  large 
star/blue  fantasy.  Dark  green,  pointed, 
quilted /red  back.  Standard 
^NESS'MINl  SOTA(7647)  11/26/91  (D.Ness) 
Single  chimera  white  sticktite  pansy /fuch¬ 
sia  stripe.  Light  green,  plain.  Semiminiature 
*NESS'  MISTY  BLUE  (7648)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Double  light  blue/pale  blue  edge. 
Dark  green,  pointed,  quilted,  serrated /red 
back.  Standard 

*NESS^  RED  EXPRESS  (7649)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Double  red.  Dark  green,  pointed, 
quilted /red  back.  Semiminiature 
♦NESS'  SHADY  LADY  (7650)  11/26/91  (D. 
Ness)  Semidouble-double  fuchsia-red  large 
ruffled  star.  Medium  green,  quilted,  ser¬ 
rated/  red  back.  Standard 
♦NESS' SWEETPEA(7651)  11/26/91  (D.Ness) 
Semidouble  white  and  light  pink  pansy.  TL 
variegated  light  green  and  cream,  quilted. 
Semiminiature 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 
Nancy  Johnston » Bakersfield^  CA 

♦  Kiss  of  Pocahontas 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Tonawanda,  NY 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 
Rob's)  ♦  Chimney  Sweep  ♦  Double  Whammy  ♦ 
Dust  Storm  ♦  Gray  Ghost  ♦  Hot  Chocolate  ♦ 
Match  Point  ♦  Pink  Prisms  ♦  Taffy  Pull 

Dolores  Harrington  -  Fridley,  MN 

♦  Antonia  ♦  Bishop 

Richard  Proctor  -  Langley,  WA 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 
Saratoga's)  ♦  Husky  Pup  ♦  Vanilla  Parfait  ♦ 
Linzertorte  ♦  Pink  Pride 

Shirley  Reynolds  -  London,  ONT,  Canada 

♦  Shirley's  Little  K-Dee  ♦  Shirley's  Amber 
Queen  ♦  Shirley's  My  Trudy 

St- jfsfr  St- 

Marie  Beeman  -  Healdsbmg,  CA 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 

Marie's)  ♦  Bodega  Watercolor  ♦  Lady  Beth  ♦  Pink 

Bouquet  ♦  Sir  Byron  ♦  Topsy  Turvy  ♦  Wind 

Tripper 


Judie  Lalanne  -  Englewood,  CO 

♦  Denver  Dream  ♦  Denver  Festival  ♦  Denver 
Dazzler  ♦  Nocturne 

st-sl-st-sf. 

Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 
Ness')  ♦  Alpine  Lace  ♦  Blue  Power  ♦  Blue  Velvet 

♦  Cinnamon  Gal  ♦  Creme  Puff  ♦  Glitter  Blue  ♦ 
Grape  Fizz  ♦  Irish  Clover  ♦  Kinda  Lucky  ♦  Laced 
Satin  ♦  Lil  Hotshot  ♦  Pink  Success  ♦  Shaded  Blue 

♦  Show  Biz  ♦  Sleek  Amber  ♦  Sweet  Leilani  ♦ 
White  Bear  ♦  Winter  Carnival 

REGISTRATION  CORRECTION 
♦ROB'S  BEDAZZLED  (6470)  Please  change 
Miniature  to  Semiminiature 

sfst-st-st- 

NAME  RESERVATION  RENEWALS 
Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 

♦  Cherry  Kisses  ♦  Hodge  Podge  ♦  Nudie  Cutie  ♦ 
Robin's  Nest  ♦  Saucy  Miss  ♦  Sea  of  Fire  ♦  Sea 
Song  ♦  Shirley's  Joy  ♦  Silver  Eagle  ♦  Silver  Tears 

♦  Something  to  Love  ♦  Special  Darling  ♦  Stormy 
Clouds  ♦  Stripes  'n'  Spatters 

Ralph  Robinson  -  Tonawanda,  NY 

♦  Rob's  Blue  Kazoo  ♦  Rob's  Twinkle  Pink 

Si- 

Don  Ness  -  White  Bear  Lake,  MN 
(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 
Ness')  ♦  Angel  Face  ♦  Angel  Kiss  ♦  Blue  Blazer  ♦ 
Coral  Whisper  ♦  Elfin  Magic  ♦  Little  Dipper  ♦ 
Orbit  Red  ♦  Plum  Pretty 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST 
EDITORIAL  CORRECTION 

♦ROB'S  SILVER  SPOOK  (7174)  8/29/89 
(R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  white  and 
light  lavender.  Crown  variegated 
medium  green,  pointed.  Semimini¬ 
ature 

♦ROB'S  VANILLA  PINK  (7175)  8/29/89 
(R.  Robinson)  Semidouble  dark  rose- 
pink  pansy.  Crown  variegated  me¬ 
dium-dark  green,  pointed,  heart- 
shaped,  serrated.  Miniature 
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Dear  ladies  &  gents, 

I  used  diatomaceous  earth  when  re-potting 
most  of  my  African  violets  during  a  bout  of 
mealybug  and  I  think  the  product  killed  or  is 
going  to  kill  all  of  them.  Those  still  surviving, 
albeit  wilted,  I  repotted  to  fresh  soil  minus 
diatomaceous  earth,  but  they  are  still  wilted 
and  I  don't  think  they  are  going  to  make  it, 
either. 

The  only  African  violets  I  have  that  aren't 
wilted  are  those  suckers  I  transplanted  to  pots 
too  small  to  add  the  diatomaceous  earth. 

What  I  used  to  get  rid  of  mealybug  in  my 
suckers  was  a  solution  of  4  cups  of  water  and  1 
single  drop  of  Palmolive  dishwashing  deter¬ 
gent  in  a  spray  bottle,  drenching  the  leaves  once 
a  week. 

Adrian  Corton 
8  Fogg  Circle 
Newmarket,  NH  03857 

Dear  editor: 

The  March  1991  (page  6)  Flower  &  Garden 
Magazine,  had  a  little  story  about  using  baking 
soda  as  a  fungicide.  Well,  I  tried  it  and  it  really 
works.  I  put  about  1  tsp.  of  baking  soda  into 
about  1  cup  to  1-1  /2  cups  of  water.  I  shook  it  to 
dissolve  it  thoroughly  and  sprayed  it  on  Afri¬ 
can  violets  that  had  the  beginnings  of  powdery 
mildew.  It  seems  to  protect  them  for  a  few 
weeks,  whereupon,  I  spray  them  again  if  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  best  thing  about  it  is  that  it  is  natural  and 
absolutely  safe! 

Yours, 

Kathleen  Bell 
354  Mountain  Road 
Concord,  NH  03301 


Attn:Hybridizers 

/.  R.  Pittman 
12406  Alexandria 
San  Antonio^  TX  78233 

W s  later  than  you  think  ...  time  once 
again  to  get  the  cameras  out  and  take 
slides  of  your  new  cultivars  for  the  Co¬ 
lumbus  (OH)  AVSA  Convention. 

I  wiU  be  doing  the  program  of  new 
cultivars  at  the  Saturday  luncheon.  This 
is  your  opportunity  to  show  off  your 
new  introductions  to  the  hundreds  of 
people  in  attendance.  This  is  a  great 
chance  for  some  free  advertising. 

Please  send  your  slides  to  me  by  April 
1, 1992,  so  I  can  work  up  the  program.  I 
would  like  a  slide  of  the  plant  and  a 
close-up  of  the  blossom,  if  possible. 
Please  include  a  description  of  the  plant. 
You  may  send  as  many  as  you  like  and  I 
will  try  to  work  them  into  the  program. 

The  convention  in  Columbus  is  our 
time  to  make  "violet  history"  and  show 
off  "African  Violets  -  Heritage  and  Hori¬ 
zons"  -  (A  Century  of  Violets  1892  - 
1992).  The  dates  are  April  20-26, 1992. 


Needed ... 

YOUR  Santa  Clara  convention  slides 
(or  color  prints)!!  If  you  have  color  slides 
or  prints  of  tours,  workshops,  banquets, 
meetings,  registration  or  the  beautiful 
show  and  convention,  please  share  them! 

The  slides  are  needed  to  continue  our 
traditional  Thursday  night  slide  show  of 
the  previous  convention.  The  slides,  if 
selected,  will  be  used  at  the  1992  AVSA 
Convention  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 

Slides  not  selected  will  be  returned  to 
the  sender.  The  slides  used  in  the  presen¬ 
tation  cannot  be  returned  as  they  become 
part  of  the  AVSA  collection.  Send  your 
slides  to:  Jim  Whitaker,  2085  Leeward 
Lane,  Merritt  Island,  FL  32953 
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OctoBer  12, 1991 


2375  North  Street,  Beaumont,  Texas 


‘Dedication 

and 

Open  dCoiLse 
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Quests  came  a’caCCirtfi ... 


President  Charles  Boiler  and  Beaumont  Mayor  Evelyn  Lord  do  the  ribbon-cutting  honors. 
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The  fiags 
were  proudly 
displayed 
and 

the  table 
was  set. 


...  ancCzue  zaere  ready! 
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andtfien ... 

it  s  baci<ito  zi^orli. 


Friends  of  AVSA ... 


As  we  conclude  one  year  and  begin  another, 
AVSA  affiliates  have  remembered  "Friends" 
with  their  financial  support.  As  you  begin  the 
new  year,  please  consider  a  "new"  contribution 
to  Friends.  We  have  a  goal  to  reach  by  the  end  of 
1992  and  I  need  your  help  to  achieve  it.  1992 
promises  to  be  an  exciting  year  for  AVSA  and  its 
members  the  April  convention,  the  yellow 
violet,  the  100th  anniversary  of  the  discovery  of 
the  African  violet.  Add  to  that  excitement  by 


Debbie  Griffith 
1212  S.  Pierson  Court 
Lakewood,  Colorado  80232 

supporting  Friends  of  AVSA  ... 

Donations  received  since  September  23, 
1991  are  listed  below.  My  sincere  thanks  to  each 
donor.  Your  help  is  greatly  appreciated. 


Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AVC . $100 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society . . $25 

Bakersfield  AVS . $50 
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AVSA 

Commercials 

A 

Closer 

David  Buttram  i 

P.  0.  Box  193  ^ 

Look 

Independence,  MO  64051  ^  v 

JOAN'S  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 


If  you  have  attended  an  AVSA  convention  in 
the  past  few  years,  you  without  doubt  have  met 
a  charming  woman  with  an  accent  delightfully 
crisp  to  American  ears.  Regularly  patrolling  the 
Commercial  Sales  Room,  this  engaging  African 
violet  grower,  with  pretty  light  red  hair,  is 
stocking  up  to  take  the  best  of  the  new  varieties 
back  to  her  home  in  South  Africa. 


Meet  one  of  our  newest  AVSA  Commercial 
Members — Joan  Halford — of  Pyramid,  Preto¬ 
ria  District,  Republic  of  South  Africa,  who  has 
already  made  contributions  to  the  world  of 
African  violets,  including  a  recently  released 
book.  Growing  African  Violets  in  Southern  Africa, 
which  is  reviewed  elsewhere  in  this  magazine. 

Joan  and  her  husband,  Colin,  have  one  son 
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and  two  daughters.  All  are  married,  with  a  total 
of  six  teenage  grandchildren.  Joan  lives  on  a 
farm  next  door  to  where  she  was  bom,  about  15 
miles  from  the  capital  city  of  Pretoria.  The  Hal¬ 
fords  have  operated  Union  Farm,  an  extensive 
hog  farming  business,  for  the  past  25  years. 
Several  members  of  the  Halford  family  are 
involved  in  the  "piggery,"  which  has  a  capacity 
for  10,000  pigs. 

Joan's  violet  growing  area  is  in  three  separate 
buildings  within  a  short  walking  distance  of 
each  other.  This  arrangement  was  not  planned, 
but  resulted  from  the  violets  taking  over  —  one 
room  at  a  time.  Fortunately,  there  is  space  on  a 
farm  and  Joan  is  pleased  with  the  separate 
structures,  as  insect  and  disease  problems  can 
be  contained,  should  they  arise. 

Building  #1  receives  natural  light.  A  white 
plastic  covering  over  a  steel  structure  of  26'  by 
36’  has  a  "wet  wall"  in  which  water  falls  along 
the  entire  width  when  temperatures  exceed 
75'^F.  A  fan  is  simultaneously  activated,  draw¬ 


ing  in  the  cooled  air.  This  helps  increase  humid¬ 
ity. 

In  cold  weather  the  room  is  warmed  by  a 
diesel  fan  heater  that  turns  on  at  60°F.  The 
diesel  heater  is  outside  the  room  and  forces 
only  clean,  warmed  air  into  the  room. 

To  prevent  bleaching  of  the  leaves,  double 
layers  of  80%  shade  cloth  are  drawn.  One  layer 
is  located  permanently  on  top  the  building, 
allowing  for  free  passage  of  air.  Inside,  the 
second  layer  is  drawn  as  needed  in  the  extreme 
heat  of  summer. 

This  room  is  primarily  for  propagation.  Joan 
grows  her  leaves,  starter  plants  and  general 
club,  church  and  garden  club  sales  plants  here. 
All  of  her  stock  plants  are  kept  here  where  the 
leaves  are  removed,  beginning  the  long,  labor- 
intensive  process  of  finishing  a  saleable  plant. 

Leaves  are  rooted  in  a  mixture  of  one-half 
vermiculite  and  one-half  perlite,  using  plastic 
"cat  litter"  trays.  Both  ingredients  are  freely 
available  to  Joan. 


Joan’s  greenhouss 
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She  uses  only  one  potting  mix  for  babies, 
starter  plants,  and  large  plants.  Several  years 
ago,  Joan  found  the  local  peat  contained  too 
high  a  sodium  content,  so  now  only  imported 
peat  moss  is  used.  She  has  had  excellent  success 
with  the  imported  peat,  but  she  says  that  once  a 
young  plants  gets  off  to  a  bad  start,  it  is  hard  to 
shape  so  out  it  goes  to  the  compost  heap. 

Although  fertilizers  are  available  in  South 
Africa,  the  selection  is  very  limited.  Joan  be¬ 
lieves  in  foliar  feeding  and  uses  fish  emulsion  at 
least  twice  a  month.  The  application  of  foliar 
feeding  helps  to  temporarily  raise  humidity. 
Diatomaceous  earth  has  been  used  in  her  root¬ 
ing  mix  and  potting  mix  and  she  reports  only 
good  results. 

Building  #2  measures  12’  x  16’  and  Building 
#3  is  a  larger  20’  x  26’.  Growing  space  in  these 
rooms  is  reserved  almost  exclusively  for  grow¬ 
ing  plants  for  show  displays  and  show  sales. 
Also,  a  beautiful  collection  of  chimeras  and 
episcias  thrive  here  under  the  artificial  lights. 
Both  these  structures  contain  double  and  triple 
shelves  with  fluorescent  lighting,  air  condition- 
ing  and  time  switches.  The  lights  are  on  12 
hours  daily  and  are  increased  to  15  hours  before 
a  show. 

.  Presently,  Joan  is  the  only  member  of  her 
local  society  growing  for  show  sales,  although 
she  is  hopeful  that  soon  others  will  begin  to 
participate.  It  is  at  show  time  that  Joan's  grow¬ 
ing  stock  reaches  upwards  to  2,500,  whereas 
2,000  would  be  a  more  normal  count. 

All  plants  are  watered  individually,  as  com¬ 
munity  trays  are  used  only  for  small,  newly 
transplanted  starter  plants.  Five  large  fiber¬ 
glass  sealed  reservoirs  collect  and  hold  rain 
water,  as  local  water  is  far  too  alkaline. 

Joan's  list  contains  about  350  varieties,  but 
they  won't  stay  more  than  a  year  if  they  perform 
poorly,  or  less  than  expected.  Joan  laments  the 
escalating  costs  of  buying  huge  orders  from  this 
country  and  is  becoming  more  selective,  lest 
ordering  by  mail  becomes  a  joy  of  the  past. 

Joan  enjoys  the  variety  some  of  the  gesneri- 
ads  give  her.  Aeschynanthus  lobbianus  is  a  favor¬ 
ite.  Others  are  streptocarpus ,  episcias,  Alsobia 
Dianthaflora,  sinningias  and  a  few  Nematanthus 
Perianthomegus.  Joan  has  the  entire  collection  of 
the  Saintpaulia  species,  including  the  recently 


Joan  and  many  of  her  violets 

found,  but  unregistered,  ones.  The  white  S. 
ionantha  was  in  bloom  when  this  interview  was 
made. 

Garden  clubs,  church  groups  and  senior  citi¬ 
zens  are  frequent  visitors  to  Joan's  African 
Violets.  Arriving  in  a  bus,  they  have  tea  or 
coffee  for  a  nominal  fee  and  get  a  lecture  on 
violet  growing.  Plants  are  sold  to  these  visitors 
and  new  friends  are  made. 

The  Halford's  spacious  garden  is  used  by  the 
Transvaal  African  Violet  Society  (TAVS)  for 
meetings  and  special  occasions.  It  was  Joan 
who  co-organized  the  TAVS  and  president  for 
nine  years.  Asking  to  be  replaced  in  March, 
1991 ,  she  has  continued  to  serve  by  being  secre¬ 
tary  and  editor  of  the  society.  For  three  years 
Joan  has  served  as  an  AVSA  Board  Director  and 
is  its  unofficial  Ambassador  of  Goodwill  to 
South  Africa. 

This  interview  was  conducted  just  two 
weeks  after  TAVS'  annual  show  and  empty 
space  was  mute  testimony  to  Joan's  selling 
ability,  as  500  of  her  largest  show  plants  had 
been  sold.  Fortunately,  the  extra  space  would 
allow  Joan  to  catch  up  on  painting  and  repairs. 

As  in  the  past  years,  Joan  plans  to  travel  to 
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the  United  States  for  her  13th  AVSA  convention 
in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  April.  If  you  are  there, 
please  introduce  yourself  to  her  and  make  a 
very  special  African  violet  friend. 

(Author's  note:  I  am  indebted  to  Hortenseand 
J.  R.  '"Sundown"  Pittman  for  the  material  and 
photographs  for  this  article.  In  November,  1991 , 
they  were  in  South  Africa  to  visit  relatives  and 
eagerly  and  unselfishly  provided  us  with  a 
glimpse  of  Joan's  African  Violets,  in  a  far  away 
land.. 

Who  would  you  like  to  read  about  next?  I  am 
back  on  the  road  and  maybe  I  will  be  close  to 
your  favorite  hybridizer  or  commercial  grower. 

Please  make  yourself  known  to  me  if  you 
attend  the  AVSA  convention  in  Columbus  in 
April.  I  would  love  to  meet  you. 


Ohio  State  AVS 
To  Sell  Souvenirs 


The  Ohio  State  African  Violet  Society  will  be 
selling  sweatshirts,  tee-shirts  and  tote  bags  that 
are  screened  with  the  winning  logo  of  the  con¬ 
test  sponsored  by  AVSA  to  mark  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  discovery  of  the  African 
violet.  These  items  are  screened  in  three  colors 
and  will  be  available  at  the  national  convention 
in  Columbus,  April  20  through  26,  1992.  The 
sweatshirts  are  available  in  medium,  large,  x- 
large  and  xx-large.  The  price  is  $20  for  medium 
through  x-large,  and  $22  for  xx-large.  Tee-shirts 
are  available  in  sizes  small  through  xx-large  for 
the  fee  of  $10.  The  tote  bags  are  $6. 


Boyce  Edens 
Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 
P.  O.  Box  38 
Or  eland,  PA  19075 

Springtime  heralds  new  beginnings 
Please  give  to  BERF 
For  new  research  projects 
To  ensure  new  Saintpaulia  improvements 
For  all  to  enjoy 

Contributors  Please  Note*.  When  making  a 
donation  be  sure  to  include  the  way  you  want 
your  club's  name  listed  in  the  AVM.  Also,  be 
sure  and  list  the  correct  city  and  state  where 
your  club  is  located. 

Donations  received  from  September  20 
through  November  20, 1991: 


Portland  AVS,  OR 

in  memory  of  Garnett  Welter  ...................................10.00 

Mrs.  Greg  AVC,  St.  Paul,  MN 

in  memory  of  Bess  Weber . . . . . . . ..25.00 

Pasadena  AVS,  TX 

in  memory  of  J.  Urhuquat . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Pasadena  AVS,  TX 

in  lieu  of  a  speaker's  fee  to  Jane  Rexilius  . . ...20.00 

First  Arlington  AVS,  TX 
in  memory  of  Qyde  Capp, 

father  of  Ann  Capp . . . . .  10.00 

Sweet  Water  AVS,  Hauppauge,  NY  . . ..........10.00 

Mid  South  AVS,  Memphis,  TX  . . . . . . .10.00 

Longview  AVC,  WA . . . . . 10.00 

Charles  Fischer,  Ventnor,  NJ 

in  memory  of  Bill  Johnson . . . . 50.00 

AVS  of  Pensacola,  FL 

gift  from  Peg  Phythyon  . . . . . . ..30.00 

Central  Rorida  AVS,  Orlando,  FL . . . ..15.00 

Capital  City  AVS,  Sacramento,  CA  . . ..25.00 

Hi  Hopes  AVC,  St.  Louis,  MO . . . . . 5.00 

AVSA  of  Charlotte,  NC 

in  memory  of  Mary  Henderson . . . . .  15.00 


See  you  in  Columbus! 
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America's  Celebration  of  Discovery 

Reinhold  Holtkamp,  ]r. 


We  all  know  that  1992  has  a  lot  of  meaning 
for  all  African  violet  lovers.  AmeriFlora  '92  will 
serve  in  celebrating  a  dual  birthday  this  year. 
This  year  we  will  be  celebrating  the  quincen- 
tennial  anniversary  (500  years,  1492  - 1992)  of 
the  discovery  of  this  great  continent  and  the 
centennial  anniversary  (100  years,  1892  - 1992) 
since  Baron  Walter  von  Saint-Paul-Illaire  took 
the  first  steps  in  changing  the  history  of  a  petite 
plant,  Saintpaulia  ionantha,  which  he  found  in 
the  mountains  of  Usambara  (today  Tanzania). 

Back  then,  Columbus  had  no  idea  what  his 
discovery  would  bring  to  the  world;  he  had  no 
notion  of  what  a  great  nation  it  would  be  one 
day.  Like  Columbus,  I  do  not  believe  that  our 
nobleman  knew  at  the  time  what  great  joy  he 
was  to  deliver  to  the  world.  One  day  in  the 
jungles  of  East  Africa,  thinking  of  his  dad  back 
home  in  the  Botanical  Gardens  of  Germany,  he 
picked  up  a  few  seeds  from  a  plant  (that  would 
later  bear  his  name)  and  sent  them  to  him. 

Today,  100  years  later,  the  African  violet  is 
America's  most  popular  houseplant.  Many 
people  have  made  a  great  difference  in  the 
development  of  the  African  violet  as  we  know 
it  today.  Many  people  have  contributed  in  their 
efforts  to  improve  on  the  attributes  of  the  plant 
or  in  pure  enthusiasm  to  promote  and  build 
popularity.  This  year  we  are  celebrating  the 
100th  anniversary. 

In  honor  of  all  the  African  violet  lovers,  the 
Holtkamp  family  will  be  featuring  its  Opti- 
mara  African  Violets  at  the  AmeriRora  '92 
Show  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  an  1,200  sq.  ft. 
exhibit.  The  Optimaras  will  be  entered  in  the 
international  floral  competition  which  will  be 
held  from  April  20  through  May  3.  The  compe¬ 
tition  will  be  very  challenging  since  Holland, 
France,  Italy,  Japan,  and  many  other  nations 
will  try  to  outperform  each  other. 

During  this  show,  over  300,000  people  are 


expected  to  be  walking  the  exhibit  area  and  will 
have  a  chance  to  see  a  wonderful  array  of 
different  plants.  All  exhibits  will  be  judged  on 
the  basis  of  artistic  and  technical  achievement. 

During  the  AmeriFlora  '92  and  the  AVSA 
convention  (April  20  -  26,  1992,  Columbus, 
OH),  Optimara  will  also  be  unveiling  its  new¬ 
est  member  to  the  variety  pallet,  a  plant  bear¬ 
ing  the  name,  'Centennial.'  We  hope  that  ev¬ 
eryone  will  be  able  to  take  part  in  these  two 
wonderful  and  memorable  events. 

We  hope  to  see  you  there. 


Many  people  wonder  about  the  ori¬ 
gin  of  the  name  Optimara.  The  trade¬ 
mark  Optimara®  can  be  found  in  the 
two  words:  Optimum  and  Usambara. 
Optimum,  a  Latin  term  for  the  most 
favorable  or  the  best  quality,  in  combi¬ 
nation  with  Usambara,  the  name  of  the 
mountains  in  East  Africa  (today  Tanza¬ 
nia)  where  the  Saintpaulia  ionantha 
originated.  Optim  +  ara. 


Attention: 

Convention 
Show  Exhibitors 

Horticulture  pre-entry  deadline  is 
April  1, 1992.  Forms  have  been  sent  to  all 
affiliate  presidents;  additional  forms  are 
available  from  the  AVSA  office  in 
Beaumont,  and  from  Floyd  Lawson,  1100 
W.  Huntington  Drive  #21,  Arcadia,  CA 
91006  (phone  818-574-1262). 

Pre-entry  will  avoid  long  delays  in 
Columbus! 
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S.  O.  S.  —  Save  our  Species 

Karter  Gene  Wilkening 
2705  S.  45th  Street 
Milwaukee,  m  55219 


Perhaps  one  of  the  best  things  to  come  out  of 
the  decade  of  the  '90s  so  far  is  the  rebirth  of 
America's  concern  for  the  environment.  It 
seems  that  nearly  everywhere  one  looks  you 
can  see  evidence  of  people  taking  a  new  look  at 
how  we  are  treating  Mother  Nature.  Perhaps  it 
is  time  for  us,  as  African  violet  growers,  to  do 
the  same  thing.  We  already  do  a  good  job  of 
recycling,  planting  our  violets  in  all  manner  of 
otherwise  throw-away  items.  But  there  is  more 
we  should  be  doing.  We  should  be  making  a 
commitment  to  grow  the  African  violet  species. 

Today's  African  violet  hybrids  are  available 
in  almost  every  color  of  the  rainbow,  including 
the  "elusive"  yellow.  They  come  in  singles  and 
doubles,  minis,  semiminis,  and  trailers,  and  just 
about  every  possible  combination.  They  have 
been  bred  to  grow  to  perfection  in  our  climate- 
controlled  fluorescent  light  gardens.  So,  why 
should  we  take  on  the  challenge  of  growing  the 
original  species?  After  all,  these  plants  are  very 
ordinary  by  today's  standards.  They  all  have 
small  single  blue  or  purple  flowers.  They  sel¬ 
dom  win  Best  in  Show  awards,  and  only  in  the 
last  year  or  so  have  they  been  allowed  in  the 
collection  classes.  On  top  of  that,  some  of  them 
don't  really  like  the  conditions  we  provide  for 
them  in  our  homes,  preferring  natural  light  and 
drops  in  evening  temperature.  So,  why  should 
we  continue  to  grow  these  plants? 

Modem  hybrid  African  violets  account  for 
more  than  $30  million  each  year  in  the  commer¬ 
cial  greenhouse  trade,  and  yet  the  Saintpaulia 
genus,  as  a  whole,  is  on  the  list  of  the  12  most 
endangered  plant  species  in  the  world.  For  this 
reason  alone  it  is  extremely  important  to  keep 
these  plants  in  cultivation.  Two  species,  S. 
pusilla  and  S.  inconspicua  are  already  extinct  — - 
forever  gone.  Some  of  the  other  species  are 
suspected  of  being  extinct  in  the  wild,  but  are 
still  being  grown  in  cultivation. 

The  reasons  for  the  loss  of  our  favorite 


houseplant's  natural  ancestors  are  compli¬ 
cated.  The  Saintpaulia  species  are  found  in  only 
a  very  limited  region  of  eastern  Africa,  mostly 
in  the  deep  rain  forest  of  the  mountains  of 
Tanzania  and  Kenya.  The  species  plants  thrive 
there  in  the  shaded  environment,  growing  in 
the  rocky  cliffs  and  along  streams.  The  problem 
is  that  these  rain  forests,  like  rain  forests  world 
wide,  are  disappearing  at  an  alarming  rate, 
fueled  by  the  African  population  explosion  and 
its  increased  need  of  the  land  for  timber,  fire¬ 
wood,  and  cultivation.  Once  the  rain  forests  are 
cleared  away,  the  African  violet's  natural  habi¬ 
tat  is  gone  and  the  plants  are  left  exposed  to  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  full  sun.  They  can  no 
longer  survive  in  the  wild. 

So,  why  do  I  care?  Why  should  any  of  us  care 
about  the  fate  of  these  ordinary  and  unruly 
plants?  We  must  care  because  we  may  soon  be 
the  only  ones  growing  them.  We  have  no  idea 
how  valuable  these  plants  may  be  one  day. 
Most  of  the  modern  hybrids  we  have  today, 
trace  their  genetic  heritage  to  one  species, 
Saintpaulia  ionantha.  Who  knows  what  wonder¬ 
ful  new  varieties  are  waiting  to  be  discovered  in 
the  gene  pool  if  one  were  to  experiment  with 
hybridizing  with  S.  velutina,  S.  nitida,  or  any  of 
the  others.  Hybridizing  with  these  plants  could 
produce  African  violets  more  wonderful  than 
anything  currently  available. 

What  can  we  do  to  save  the  African  violet 
species?  We  probably  can't  do  very  much  to 
save  their  natural  habitat.  The  situation  in  Af¬ 
rica  seems  largely  beyond  our  control.  (If  any¬ 
one  has  any  ideas,  though,  I'd  love  to  hear  from 
you.)  But  we  in  AVSA  are  the  experts  in  the 
field  of  growing  African  violets.  We  must  ac¬ 
cept  the  challenge  of  growing  these  plants  in 
our  homes  and  learning  whatever  secrets  they 
may  hold.  No  one  else  can  do  it.  If  we  allow 
them  to  disappear  entirely,  no  one  will  ever 
have  the  chance  again. 
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James  Smith 
489  Linwood  Avenue 
Buffalo,  NY  14209 


Question:  I  recently  changed  the  light  bulbs 
in  my  fixtures  and  after  a  week,  the  centers  seem 
to  be  getting  tight.  I  have  noticed  that  there  are 
''bum"  marks  all  over  the  foliage.  I  can't  seem  to 
find  the  cause  for  this  happening.  What  has 
gone  wrong? 

Answer:  To  quote  from  Pauline 
Bartholomew's  book,  GrowingTo  Show,  "If  both 
tubes  are  replaced  at  the  same  time,  the  sudden 
burst  of  energy  will  burn  sensitive  plants."  If 
you  replace  both  tubes,  reduce  your  timer  to 
eight  hours.  Better  yet,  break  this  time  with  a 
two-hour  "rest"  period.  After  a  week,  you  can 
gradually  increase  the  time  back  to  your  normal 
time.  Do  this  in  increments  of  one  hour  each 
day. 

Question:  After  repotting  my  miniatures,  the 
leaves  start  to  turn  brown  and  become  blotchy. 
This  is  causing  much  frustration.  Do  you  have 
any  suggestions  to  help  prevent  the  brown 
spots? 

Answer:  What  has  happened  to  your  plants  is 
called  transplant  shock.  To  minimize  this,  try 
choosing  a  time  to  transplant  when  the  plants 
are  on  the  dry  side.  After  repotting,  don't  water 
until  at  least  eight  hours  later.  I  find  that  water¬ 
ing  too  soon  will  not  give  the  damaged  root 
system  enough  time  to  "heal."  When  I  repot 
miniatures,  they  are  severely  cut  back  to  three 
to  four  leaves  and  the  root  system  is  almost  cut 
away.  Some  of  you  may  think  that  this  is  a 
radical  way  to  repot,  but  it  works  quite  well  and 
helps  to  maintain  the  small  size  of  miniatures. 
When  the  plants  are  finally  watered,  use  warm 


water  mixed  with  a  weak  solution  of  fish  emul¬ 
sion,  combined  with  Bounty  or  Sturdy  prod¬ 
ucts.  I  use  no  other  fertilizer  on  these  plants  for 
at  least  a  week.  Using  the  aforementioned 
method,  I  have  reduced  the  incidence  of  spot¬ 
ting. 

Question:  What  causes  yellow  or  crown  vari¬ 
egation  to  turn  brown  after  repotting?  Even 
after  brushing,  brown  spots  appear.  Is  there 
anything  that  I  can  do  to  prevent  this  from 
happening? 

Answer:  I  wish  I  knew  how  to  answer  this.  It 
seems  that  yellow  or  crown  variegated  varieties 
are  more  sensitive  to  brushing  and  repotting 
than  any  other  foliage  type.  The  trick  that  I 
learned  (through  Ralph  Robinson)  is  to  make 
sure  that  the  potting  soil  is  room  (warm)  tem¬ 
perature  before  use.  Don't  touch  the  foliage 
when  your  hands  are  cold,  and  NEVER  water 
with  cool  or  cold  tap  water.  Always  use  a  soft 
cosmetic  brush  on  the  foliage  (any  brush  that  is 
SOFT,  will  work  fine).  When  repotting,  try  to 
leave  an  extra  row  of  leaves  (ones  that  you 
would  normally  take  ofO.  Since  these  will  likely 
turn  brown  after  handling,  they  can  easily  be 
removed  later.  The  browning,  or  bruising, 
could  be  due  to  the  absence  of  chlorophyll,  thus 
making  the  upper  layer  of  cells  more  sensitive 
to  touching.  If  anyone  has  a  more  definitive 
answer  to  this  phenomenon,  please  write  to  me. 

Question:  What  do  you  think  of  using  prod¬ 
ucts  such  as  Sturdy,  fish  emulsion.  Granny's 
Bloomers,  etc.?  Do  they  really  add  anything  to 
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growing  more  healthy  plants? 

Answer:  Any  of  these  products  are  wonder¬ 
ful  when  used  as  an  alternate  feeding  method  to 
your  regular  fertilizer  program.  They  provide 
minerals  that  may  not  be  available  in  most 
conventional  fertilizers.  If  any  of  you  have  used 
any  of  these  products  in  an  experimental  pro¬ 
gram,  please  share  your  results  with  us.  One 
product  that  I  use  is  Superthrive.  Using  one  to 
two  drops  of  this  product  per  gallon  of  water  at 
each  watering,  does  promote  a  nice  healthy 
shine  to  foliage.  I  alternate  the  use  of  several 
fertilizers.  I  find  that  this  practice  helps  promote 
healthy  plant  growth  After  all,  how  would  you 
feel  if  you  ate  spaghetti  every  day?  A  good 
variety,  as  long  as  you  are  consistent,  is  advan¬ 
tageous. 

Question:  What  method  of  watering  do  you 
find  better?  Mat  or  saucer?  I  use  the  mat  method 
of  watering  and  I  am  having  all  kinds  of  trouble 
with  algae.  What  can  I  do  to  prevent  algae 
growth? 

Answer:  I  use  a  combination  of  both  —  mats 
on  the  bench  and  saucers  under  the  plants.  I  use 
the  mats  for  the  purpose  of  humidity.  The 
method  you  use,  depends  upon  many  factors 
concerning  your  growing  conditions  and  the 
size  of  your  collection.  If  you  have  low  humidity 
levels  of  30%  or  less,  you  may  want  to  consider 
capillary  mat  watering.  If  you  use  this  method, 
it  is  important  to  always  keep  the  material  on 
the  moist  side.  If  you  don't,  the  plants  will  dry 
out  and  the  capillary  action  will  cease.  Growing 
under  fluorescent  lights,  and  using  the  mat 
system,  it  is  difficult  to  avoid  the  growth  of 
algae.  I  recommend  that  you  purchase  an  algi- 
cide  from  your  local  garden  shop,  and  follow 
recommended  label  instructions.  There  isn't 
much  you  can  do  about  the  algae,  but  the  algi- 
cide  will  help.  It  is  good  practice  to  wash  your 
mats  at  least  every  two  months  in  hot  water  to 
kill  any  pests  that  might  be  present.  I  do  know 
of  those  who  mix  a  weak  amount  of  insecticide 
into  the  water/ fertilizer  mixture  used  on  the 
plants.  Doing  this  at  least  once  a  month  will  help 


curtail  any  communicable  diseases  or  pests  that 
might  be  present.  Using  saucers  will  help  elimi¬ 
nate  the  chance  of  spreading  disease  and  pests, 
and  that  is  why  I  use  them. 

Question:  I  have  an  automatic  watering  sys¬ 
tem.  That  is,  a  fountain  pump  immersed  into  a 
large  bucket  of  water.  Attached  to  this  pump  is 
a  clear-plastic  hose.  This  hose  is  full  of  algae. 
How  do  I  clean  it?  It  becomes  quite  expensive  to 
replace  this  hose  every  three  or  four  months. 

Answer:  Easy!  Empty  the  bucket  and  clean  it 
with  bleach,  next  add  two  gallons  of  warm 
water  back  to  the  bucket.  Add  two  cups  of 
bleach  to  the  water.  Turn  the  pump  on  and  let 
the  water  recycle  back  to  the  bucket  for  at  least 
30  minutes.  Squeeze  the  hose  where  clumps  of 
algae  form,  as  this  will  help  to  loosen  it  from  the 
sides  of  the  hose. 

Question:  Is  it  true  that  variegated  varieties 
like  it  better  if  they  are  grown  on  the  lower 
shelves  of  plant  stands? 

Answer:  Variegated  varieties  grow  best  if 
they  are  placed  on  the  lower  shelves.  I  think  this 
is  because  these  plants  require  cooler  tempera¬ 
tures  to  maintain  their  variegated  color.  Since 
heat  rises,  the  upper  shelves  may  be  too  hot. 
Variegated  colors  may  not  form  as  well,  or  not 
at  all,  if  the  growing  temperatures  are  too  hot. 

Question:  I  am  interested  in  a  product  which 
is  automatically  dispensed  in  the  air  for  thrips 
protection.  I  need  to  know  what  type  of  insec¬ 
ticide  is  used  and  if  it  is  safe.  Will  it  also  rid  the 
soil  of  pests? 

Answer:  As  with  any  insecticides,  liquid  or 
aerosol,  read  the  label  instructions  and  warn¬ 
ings  before  use.  Some  are  less  harmful  than 
others.  Without  commenting  about  any  spe¬ 
cific  product,  it  is  my  feeling  that  an  automatic 
aerosol  dispenser  would  be  less  effective  than 
ordinary  manually-sprayed  aerosols,  unless 
the  critter  actually  flies  through  the  path  of  the 
spray  as  it  is  dispensed.  This  type  of  dispenser 
is  not  very  effective  against  pests  that  live  in  the 
soil.  Its  main  function  is  more  topical,  at  least 
this  is  the  information  given  to  me  by  those  who 
use  them. 
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African  Violets  for  Everyone! 

Abigail  Greenbank 
23  Hillcrest  Terrace 
Verona,  NJ  07044 


African  violet  (Saintpaulia)  culture  is  an  in- 
temationally-popular  hobby,  but  it  is  especially 
well-suited  to  the  physically-challenged,  the 
elderly,  and  those  with  upperbody  muscu¬ 
loskeletal  problems. 

Tabletop  artificial  light  stands  (and  some 
floor-standing  cart  models)  permit  the  aspiring 
gardener,  who  is  unable  to  easily  move  out¬ 
doors,  to  garden  at  wheelchair-level  or  from  a 

seated  position. 

The  exertion  and  heavy  lifting,  so  much  a 
part  of  traditional  horticulture,  are  blessedly 
absent  from  African  violet  culture.  Typical  soil 
mixtures,  formulated  to  provide  good  drain¬ 
age,  are  comparatively  lightweight,  and  can  be 
dispensed  from  storage-containers  with  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  easy-to-handle  household  items,  such  as 
paper  cups  or  empty  margarine  tubs.  Wick¬ 
watering  significantly  reduces  the  need  to  lift 
weighty  watering-cans,  and  the  preferred  plas¬ 
tic  flower-pots  are  much  lighter  than  clay  ones. 
No  heavy,  awkward  tools  are  needed;  all 
grooming  can  be  accomplished  with  small 
implements  (artists'  paint  brushes,  X-acto 
knives,  etc.)  or  by  hand. 

The  relatively-slow  growth  habit  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  violet  eliminates  the  need  for  frequent  re¬ 
potting,  and  allows  the  gardener  to  maintain 
the  plants  in  small  to  medium-sized  pots.  Col¬ 
orful  blossoms  occur  frequently  enough  to 
provide  the  gardener  with  satisfaction,  a  feeling 
of  accomplishment,  and  mood-elevation. 

African  violets  are  an  excellent  choice  for 
those  living  on  a  limited  income.  Starter  plants 
can  be  purchased  from  mail-order  growers  for 
under  $10  per  plant,  and  leaves,  for  rooting,  cost 
even  less.  For  gardeners  fortunate  enough  to 
have  African  violet-loving  friends,  leaf-swaps 
are  an  economical  and  fun  way  to  start  or  en¬ 


large  collections. 

The  benefits  of  horticultural  therapy  are  well 
documented  in  professional  journals,  and  the 
selection  of  an  appropriate  plant  species  en¬ 
hances  these  benefits;  if  you,  or  someone  you 
know,  is  unable  to  garden,  in  the  conventional 
manner,  consider  the  beautiful,  eminently-suit- 
able  African  violet. 


Memphis  AVS  recent  winner  for  Best  interpre¬ 
tive  plant  arrangement  was  Peggy  Adamson. 
The  theme  for  the  show  was  “Violets  In  Fanta- 
syland.” 


Join  AVSA  Today! 
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African  Violet  Chlorosis  Related 
To  Excess  Soil  Alkalinity 

(with  a  Primer  on  Acid-Base  Chemistry) 


Charles  E.  Sledge,  M.D. 

23  Terrapin  Hill  Road  South 
Brandon  Mississippi  39042 


Even  experienced  African  violet  growers 
occasionally  encounter  problems  in  culture 
despite  consistent  care,  close  monitoring  and 
diligent  efforts  to  detect  problems  at  an  early 
stage  so  that  counter  measures  can  be  taken  to 
prevent  their  progression.  While  inconsistent 
care  or  subtle  changes  in  the  growers  growing 
practices  are  often  the  cause  of  a  problem,  fac¬ 
tors  unknown  to  and  outside  the  control  of  the 
grower  may  occasionally  be  at  fault.  A  recent 
experience  with  my  plants  illustrates  this.  The 
purpose  of  this  article  is  to  alert  growers  to  a 
factor  that  might  adversely  alter  the  growth  of 
their  plants.  That  factor  is  the  quality  of  the 
water  used  for  watering. 

I  had  noted  that  the  crowns  of  some  of  my 
plants  had  stopped  growing.  The  center  leaves 
remained  small  and  rather  narrow.  These  cen¬ 
ter  leaves  developed  an  anemic  pale  yellowish- 
green  color  that  had  a  sick,  unhealthy  appear¬ 
ance  and  the  edges  of  the  leaves  appeared  to  be 
a  bit  more  hairy  than  usual.  There  was  no  indi¬ 
cation,  however,  of  parasitic  infestation.  The 
plants  center  leaves  were  not  curled  and  dis¬ 
torted  as  would  be  seen  with  cyclamen  nrdte 
infestation.  The  plant  roots,  while  not  vigorous 
and  healthy,  did  not  suggest  nematode  or  soil 
mealy  bug  infestation.  To  a  physician,  there  was 
a  distinct  resemblance  to  a  condition  of  humans 
(and  also  known  to  occur  in  plants)  described  in 
the  older  medical  literature  as  chlorosis.  This 
condition  is  only  rarely  seen  in  humans  in  these 
times,  but  in  earlier  times,  the  term  described  an 
illness  characterized  by  anemia,  weakness,  fa¬ 
tigue  and  a  ''pale  yellowish-green  skin  color." 
Developing  medical  technology  later  identified 


chlorosis  as  a  dietary  deficiency  disease,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  deficiency  of  iron.  Because  of  the 
physical  resemblance  of  my  affected  plants  to 
descriptions  of  chlorotic  plants,  I  considered 
the  possibility  that  my  plants  could  have  this 
condition.  Could  I  be  starving  my  plants? 

When  this  problem  was  recognized,  a  re¬ 
view  of  my  growing  practices  quickly  elimi¬ 
nated  deviations  from  most  of  the  10  require¬ 
ments  for  successful  growing  listed  in  our 
growers  manual.  As  always,  when  a  problem  is 
recognized,  it  quickly  becomes  a  point  of  dis¬ 
cussion  with  other  club  members.  When  my 
problem  was  discussed  with  other  club  mem¬ 
bers,  the  immediate  response  of  some  was 
"You  know,  I  think  I'm  having  this  problem, 
too."  An  inspection  of  certain  plants  from  sev¬ 
eral  club  members'  collections  confirmed  this 
to  be  the  case. 

The  quick  review  of  our  growing  conditions 
confirmed  that  absence  of  adequate  plant  nutri¬ 
ents  was  not  at  fault.  We  were  supplying  the 
standard  1/4  teaspoon  per  gallon  of  commer¬ 
cial  African  violet  fertilizer  that  contains  trace 
elements. 

What,  then,  would  result  in  such  poor  plant 
growth  when  adequate  nutritional  require¬ 
ments  are  supplied? 

Bingo!  Lights  flash,  bells  ring  and  I,  like,  kind 
of  feel  dumb.  It's  the  pH  stupid.  Hurry,  where's 
the  pH  meter?  I  could  hardly  wait  to  get  a 
reading  on  the  pH  of  my  soil.  As  expected,  the 
soil  pH  was  significantly  outside  the  recom¬ 
mended  range  of  6.1  to  6.9.  The  soil  pH  was  8.4. 
This  is  highly  alkaline  in  relation  to  the  pH  of 
the  recommended  range  for  good  growing.  As 
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we  will  see  later  in  this  article,  the  pH  of  8.4  is 
approximately  31  times  less  acidic  (more  alka¬ 
line)  than  would  be  a  pH  of  6.9  which  is  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  range  for  good  growing. 

One  of  the  requirements  for  good  growing  is 
proper  soil  and  one  of  the  qualities  of  proper 
soil  is  a  pH  between  6.1  and  6.9.  If  the  pH  of  the 
soil  deviates  significantly  from  this  range  in 
either  direction,  the  soil  nutrients  become 
locked  up  and  unavailable  for  absorption  by  the 
plant.  The  plant  thus  develops  malnutrition,  so 
to  speak.  It  can  hardly  do  anything  but  fail  to 
thrive  under  these  conditions. 

Let's  consider  this  thing  about  pH  a  bit  more. 
For  those  who  don't  have  a  background  in 
chemistry,  it  maybe  a  difficult  concept.  I  would 
like  to  simplify  and  clarify  this  concept  for  those 
who  do  find  it  difficult  so  that  they  might  fully 
understand  the  nature  of  this  problem. 

Chemically  speaking,  pH  is  a  measure  of  the 
concentration  of  hydrogen  ions  in  a  solution.  To 
a  chemist,  it  indicates  the  Hydrogen  ion  Poten¬ 
tial.  To  understand  this  concept,  the  nature  of 
ions  and  the  ionization  process  must  be  mas¬ 
tered.  Visualize  in  your  mind  what  happens 
when  you  put  a  teaspoonful  of  table  salt  in  a 
glass  of  water.  The  salt  disappears.  It  becomes 
dissolved  in  the  water.  This  process  is  known  as 
ionization.  The  chemical  formula  for  table  salt  is 
NaCl.  The  Na  represents  sodium  and  the  Cl 
represents  chlorine.  Table  salt  is  thus  composed 
of  one  part  sodium  and  one  part  chlorine.  In  the 
solid  state,  these  atoms  are  held  together  by 
certain  forces  that  are  released  when  salt  is 
placed  in  water.  The  sodium  and  the  chlorine 
separate  (ionize)  and  go  their  own  ways  in 
solution.  The  chemical  representation  for  this 
is: 

NaCl™-Na+  +  CL 

Some  compounds  are  not  ionizable.  It  sim¬ 
ply  isn't  their  nature  to  do  so.  Such  compounds 
remain  in  their  original  state  when  dissolved  in 
a  solution.  Sugar  and  alcohol  are  examples  of 
this.  These  compounds  retain  their  original 
composition  when  dissolved,  but  our  interest 
here  is  in  acids  and  bases  and  all  of  these  do 


ionize  to  a  varying  extent  in  solution. 

Let's  now  consider  acids.  For  simplicity,  we 
will  say  that  all  acids  are  made  up  of  one  or 
more  hydrogen  ions  (H+)  and  one  or  more 
other  ions.  A  simple  acid  would  be  hydrochlo¬ 
ric  acid,  the  chemical  formula  for  which  is  HCL. 
This  compound  has  one  atom  of  Hydrogen  (H) 
and  one  atom  of  chlorine  (CL).  When  in  solu¬ 
tion,  these  atoms  separate  (ionize)  into  a  Hy¬ 
drogen  ion  and  a  Chloride  ion: 

HC1-^H+  +  Cl- 

The  concentration  of  hydrogen  ions  in  the 
solution  determines  the  acidity  (pH)  of  the  solu¬ 
tion.  The  more  concentrated  the  hydrogen  ions 
in  the  solution,  the  more  acidic  it  will  be. 

The  same  concept  is  large  true  for  alkaline 
substances.  Alkaline  substances  can  be  concep¬ 
tualized  as  being  the  opposite  of  acids  and 
when  mixed  together,  these  two  classes  of 
compounds  will  neutralize  each  other.  House¬ 
hold  lye  (sodium  hydroxide)  is  a  common,  but 
strong  alkali.  Its  chemical  make-up  is  one  part 
sodium  and  one  part  hydroxide.  The  chemical 
formula  is  NaOH  and  this  compound  also  read¬ 
ily  ionizes  in  solution  as  such: 

NaOH->  Na+  +  OH-. 

The  higher  the  concentration  of  hydroxide 
ions  (OH-),  the  more  alkaline  the  solution  will 
be.  When  equal  volumes  of  hydrochloric  acid 
and  sodium  hydroxide  of  equal  concentration 
are  mixed,  they  neutralize  each  other  and  you 
end  up  with  a  solution  of  common  table  salt  in 
water. 

HCl  +  NaOH  NaCl  (salt)  +  HOH  (water) 

By  convention  pH  is  measured  on  a  scale  of 
1  to  14.  The  lower  the  number,  the  more  acidic 
the  solution  is.  The  higher  the  number,  the  more 
alkaline  it  will  be.  At  a  pH  of  7.0  the  solution  is 
neutral. 

more  Acidic  more  Alkaline 

123456  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14 

less  Alkaline  Neutral  less  Acid 
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Also  by  convention,  the  pH  scale  is  con¬ 
structed  in  such  a  way  that  a  solution  with  a  pH 
of  9.0  is  10  times  more  alkaline  than  is  a  solution 
of  pH  8.0.  One  with  pH  10  is  10  times  more 
alkaline  than  a  solution  with  pH  9.0.  The  solu¬ 
tion  with  pH  10  would  be  100  times  more  alka¬ 
line  than  the  solution  with  pH  8.0.  From  this  it 
can  be  seen  that  minor  changes  in  the  pH  of  a 
solution  represent  major  changes  in  the  relative 
acidity  or  alkalinity  of  that  solution.  I  have  gone 
through  all  of  this  to  illustrate  the  magnitude  of 
deviation  of  the  pH  of  the  soil  of  my  sick  plants 
from  that  of  the  recommended  pH  range.  The 
pH  of  a  solution  ascends  or  descends  on  a 
logarithmic,  not  a  linear  scale.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  the  reader  to  fully  understand  this  concept, 
however.  By  a  logarithmic  calculation,  it  can  be 
determined  that  my  soil  with  pH  of  8 .4  would  be 
approximately  31  times  more  alkaline  than 
would  a  soil  with  pH  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
recommended  range  for  optimal  growth. 
Availability  of  plant  nutrients  for  absorption  at 
this  greatly  altered  pH  would  have  to  be  seri¬ 
ously  inhibited  and  could  be  expected  to  result 
in  the  poor  growth  we  observed. 

Why  was  our  soil  so  alkaline?  The  pH  of  the 
soil  was  6.9  after  composition  and  allowing  one 
month  for  acid-base  equilibrium  to  occur.  We 
had  noted  that  newly  potted  starter  plants  grew 
well  for  a  period  of  time.  After  about  6  weeks  of 
initial  growth,  signs  of  trouble  began  to  appear. 
This  was  particularly  noticeable  on  plants  that 
were  wicked.  Some  plants  were  not  as  severely 
affected  as  others  were  and  top  watered  plants 
were  not  as  severely  affected  as  were  bottom 
watered  plants.  Since  our  initial  soil  mix  had  an 
acceptable  pH  and  after  about  six  weeks  of 
growth,  the  pH  of  the  mix  had  changed  to  8.4, 
we  postulated  that  some  factor  in  our  watering 
process  was  altering  the  pH  of  the  soil.  Indeed, 
the  community  water  supply  of  each  club 
member  who  was  having  this  problem  was 
found  to  be  8.4,  The  city  water  departments  are 
required  to  monitor  water  quality  and  they 
regularly  obtain  measurements  of  the  water 
pH.  They  were  glad  to  supply  us  with  this 


information. 

After  going  through  this  sequence  of  events, 
reasoning  through  the  process  and  accumulat¬ 
ing  the  data  on  soil  and  water  pH,  we  postulate 
that: 

1.  Our  excessively  alkaline  community  wa¬ 
ter  supply  adversely  altered  our  soil  pH 
to  the  extent  that  plant  growth  suffered. 

2.  Some  plant  varieties  are  more  sensitive  to 
soil  pH  changes  than  are  others. 

3.  Wick  watered  and  bottom  watered  plants 
were  more  consistently  affected  than 
were  top  watered  plants.  We  believe  that 
top  watering  would  leech  some  of  the 
excess  alkalinity  from  the  soil. 

In  retrospect,  we  realized  that  this  was  not  a 
problem  of  recent  onset.  We  had  observed  this 
problem  for  some  time  but  had  avoided  it  to 
some  extent  by  very  frequent  repotting.  To 
avoid  the  problem,  repotting  would  be  re¬ 
quired  before  the  roots  filled  the  appropriately 
sized  pot.  I  was  spending  a  small  fortune  for 
soil  ingredients,  discarding  a  lot  of  plants,  and 
having  a  great  difficulty  in  achieving  the  vigor¬ 
ous  show  quality  plant  for  which  we  all  strive. 

Our  solution  to  the  problem  was  to  discon¬ 
tinue  using  the  water  from  the  community 
source  and  to  use  either  rain  water  or  personal 
well  water.  The  pH  of  our  rain  water  was  found 
to  be  5.5  to  6.0  and  the  pH  of  the  water  from  the 
personal  well  was  found  to  be  7.0.  Now,  several 
months  after  changing  water  supply,  the  vigor¬ 
ous  growth  has  returned.  Healthy  roots  quickly 
fill  the  pot  and  such  frequent  repotting  is  no 
longer  necessary  to  prevent  the  development  of 
chlorosis. 

A  word  of  caution  is  in  order  here.  One  might 
think  that  since  the  problem  is  one  of  altered 
soil  pH,  adjustment  of  the  soil  pH  by  chemical 
means  would  be  corrective.  My  attempt  to  do 
so  met  with  only  very  limited  success.  I  used  a 
dilute  solution  of  acetic  acid  (vinegar)  with  pH 
5.5  to  water  a  sample  of  affected  plants  until  soil 
pH  returned  to  between  6.5  and  6.9.  These 
plants  simply  did  not  regain  their  former  vigor 
and  rate  of  growth.  Possibly,  the  chemical  reac- 
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tion  between  the  acetic  acid  and  the  alkali  in  the 
soil,  calcium  carbonate,  formed  calcium  acetate 
and  maybe  other  salts  in  the  soil.  I  found  it 
much  more  rewarding  to  discard  severely  af¬ 
fected  plants  and  repot  the  remainder  in  fresh 
potting  soil,  substituting  rain  water  for  the  tap 
water  from  the  community  source. 

Discussion: 

It  has  been  said  that  any  water  that  is  fit  for 
human  consumption  is  satisfactory  for  water¬ 
ing  your  plants.  Based  on  this  experience,  I 
would  view  this  statement  with  a  bit  of  caution 
and  skepticism.  Pure,  distilled  water  should  be 
neutral  from  an  acid-base  stand  point,  that  is, 
have  a  pH  of  7.0.  I  don't  know  what  natural 
substances  or  chemical  additives  are  present  in 
our  water  supply  to  bring  the  pH  to  such  a  high 
level.  However,  gaseous  chlorine  is  bubbled 
through  the  water  to  control  bacterial  growth 
before  the  water  is  supplied  to  the  community. 
My  guess  is  that  this  chlorine  reacts  chemically 
with  some  naturally  occurring  compounds  that 
contain  nitrogen  to  form  ammonium  chloride 
(NH4C1).  This  is  a  rather  strong  alkali  and  it 
could  certainly  raise  the  pH  to  such  a  high  level. 

Significant  deviations  of  the  soil  pH  from  the 
recommended  growing  range  adversely  affects 
the  biological  availability  of  all  plant  nutrients. 
Some  required  nutrients  are  more  inhibited 
when  the  soil  becomes  too  acid  and  others  are 
more  inhibited  when  the  soil  is  too  alkaline.  In 
any  case,  it  is  likely  that  there  are  multiple 
nutritional  deficiencies  operative  when  a  plant 
does  not  thrive  because  of  altered  pH.  It  isn't  a 
matter  of  increasing  the  concentration  of  avail¬ 
able  plant  nutrients  or  supplying  those  that  are 
thought  to  be  deficient.  Doing  so  simply  will 
not  work.  African  violets  require  a  soil  pH  of  6.1 
to  6.9  and  this  condition  simply  must  be  met  for 
good  plant  growth.  As  has  been  said,  more  is 
not  necessarily  better. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  alarm 
growers.  If  your  plants  are  doing  well,  great.  If, 
however,  your  plants  are  failing  to  thrive  and 
all  the  proper  growing  conditions  appear  to 
have  been  met,  it  might  be  worthwhile  to  con¬ 


sider  the  pH  of  the  water  supply. 

Glossary 

Acid:  Literally  meaning  sour.  A  compound 
which  in  aqueous  solution,  undergoes  dis¬ 
sociation  with  the  formation  of  hydrogen 
ions. 

Alkali:  Any  of  a  class  of  compounds  which  form 
soluble  soaps  with  fatty  acids. 

Atom:  The  smallest  particle  of  an  element  that  is 
capable  of  entering  into  a  chemical  reac¬ 
tion. 

Chlorosis:  A  form  of  chronic  anemia  due  to  iron 
deficiency. 

Compound:  Any  substance  made  up  of  two  or 
more  kinds  of  materials. 

Equilibrium:  A  state  of  balance;  a  condition  in 
which  opposing  forces  exactly  counteract 
each  other. 

Ion:  An  atom  or  group  of  atoms  having  a  charge 
of  positive  or  negative  electricity. 

Ionization:  The  dissociation  of  a  substance  in 
solution  into  ions. 

Solution:  A  homogeneous  mixture  of  one  or 
more  substances  dispersed  molecularly  in 
a  quantity  of  dissolving  material. 
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^  ADDITIONS  ^ 

TO  CONVENTION  AGENDA 

The  AVS  A  Booster  Fund  Table  will  be  open 
Wed.,  Apr.  22  -  Sat.,  Apr.  25, 1992,  from  10  a.m. 

-  4  p.m. 

The  AVS  A  Building  Fund  Committee  will 
meet  Wed.,  Apr.  22, 1992  from  9  -  9:30  a.m.  In 
addition  to  the  times  published  in  the  Jan./ 
Feb.  1992  AVM,  the  AVSA  Building  Fund 
Table  will  be  open  Fri.,  Apr.  24  from  10  a.m.  - 
4  p.m. 

The  AVSA  Membership  &  Promotion 
Committee  meeting  will  be  held  Thurs.,  Apr. 

23  from  9-11:30  a.m. 

The  Affiliate  Rap  will  be  held  Wed.,  Apr. 

^22  from  3  -  4  p.m.  ^ 
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The  members  of  the  genus  SaintpauUa,  often 
referred  to  as  African  violets,  are  a  closely  re¬ 
lated  group  of  plants  whose  taxonomic  relation¬ 
ships  are  not  well  understood,  A  study  of  leaf 
blades  from  members  of  this  genus  reveals  that 
some  plants  have  a  striking  red  pigment  on  the 
backs  of  the  leaves,  while  other  members  do  not. 
This  red  pigment  is  a  type  of  anthocyanin  and  is 
similar  to  leaf  and  flower  pigments  found  in 
many  other  species  of  plants.  Arisumi  (1967) 
reported  that  S.  diplotricha  and  S.  ionantha  and 
their  hybrids  contained  the  leaf  anthocyanin 
Cyanidin  -  3  -  Sambuboside  and  the  presence  of 
this  anthocyanin  was  inherited  as  a  genetic 
dominant.  The  presence /absence  of  leaf  antho¬ 
cyanins  in  other  members  of  the  genus  have  not 
been  recorded,  nor  has  a  previous  study  been 
done  to  see  if  the  leaf  anthocyanin,  when  pres¬ 
ent,  is  the  same  for  all  members  of  the  genus. 

The  purpose  of  this  study  was  to  extract  and 
compare  the  leaf  anthocyanin  in  members  of 
genus  SaintpauUa.  The  hypothesis  was  that 
plants  with  red  backed  leaves  would  contain  an 
anthocyanin.  Plants  with  green  or  silver  backed 
leaves  would  not  contain  an  anthocyanin.  Since 
many  members  of  the  genus  are  known  to  be 
interfertile  and  will  hybridize  with  each  other, 
(Clay berg,  1961;  Arisumi,  1964)  those  plants 
that  contain  an  anthocyanin  will  likely  contain 
the  same  anthocyanin. 

A  collection  of  27  SaintpauUa  species  and 
varieties  was  purchased  from  Cape  Cod  Viole- 
try.  The  plants  were  grown  under  fluorescent 
lights  (40w  cool  white)  with  a  14/10  hour  day/ 
night  cycle.  The  plants  were  transplanted  into 
larger  pots  as  needed  using  a  soilless  potting 
mixture  of  peat  moss,  vermiculite,  and  perlite  (3 
:  2  :  1).  The  plants  were  watered  twice  weekly 
using  1/2  strength  commercial  fertilizers.  The 
plants  were  rotated  in  position  under  the  lights 
and  were  6+  months  old  before  testing.  Many  of 


the  plants  were  blooming  and  were  considered 
fully  mature  at  the  time  of  testing. 

The  anthocyanin  extraction  method  of 
Kokhar  et.  al.  (1982)  for  African  violet  flowers 
was  modified  and  used  on  the  leaf  blades.  A 
mature  leaf  was  removed  from  the  plant  and 
the  blade  was  cut  into  pieces  approximately 
one  centimeter  square  in  size.  The  pieces  were 
placed  in  a  test  tube  and  covered  with  a  metha¬ 
nol  extracting  solution  containing  1%  HCl  (for 
increased  anthocyanin  stability).  After  several 
hours  of  extraction  at  room  temperature,  the 
solution  was  decanted  and  stored  until  analy¬ 
sis. 

The  extracts  were  deposited  in  parallel  lanes 
on  sheets  of  Whatman  #1  chromatography 
paper  (prewashed  with  a  1%  HCl  solution).  A 
BAW  solvent  solution  (n-Butanol,  Glacial  Ace¬ 
tic  Acid,  Water;  40;10;50,  upper  phase)  was 
used  to  separate  the  extracts  over  a  14-15  hour 
period. 

The  chromatography  papers  were  dried.  The 
pigment  spots  were  examined  under  natural 
and  short /long  ultraviolet  lights.  The  colors 
and  Rf  values  (rate  of  flow)  were  observed  and 
recorded.  The  use  of  parallel  lanes  allowed  a 
quick  inspection  of  the  leaf  anthocyanins  be¬ 
tween  different  specimens  -  plants  with  the 
same  leaf  pigments  would  produce  spots  that 
were  next  to  each  other. 

The  results  indicated  that  the  27  species  and 
varieties  of  genus  SaintpauUa  could  be  divided 
into  four  groups.  One  criterion  for  division  was 
the  presence  or  absence  of  the  leaf  anthocyanin. 
The  second  basis  for  division  was  an  unex¬ 
pected  find,  the  presence  of  one  or  two  phenolic 
compounds  that  showed  in  the  UV  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  chromatograph  sheets.  These  pheno¬ 
lic  compounds  were  not  entirely  unexpected 
and  their  presence  would  not  have  been  re¬ 
markable  if  all  27  plants  had  shown  the  same 
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pattern.  Phenolic  compounds  have  been  used 
in  identifying  relationships  between  species  in 
other  genera  (Kvist  and  Pedersen,  1986).  There¬ 
fore,  the  detection  of  differences  in  phenolic 
patterns  in  genus  Saintpaulia  was  thought  to  be 
a  significant  character  for  analyzing  the  data. 

Fourteen  plants  (Table  1)  were  found  to  have 
a  leaf  anthocyanin  and  two  phenolic  com¬ 
pounds.  Eleven  plants  (Table  2)  lacked  the  leaf 
anthocyanin,  but  had  the  same  two  phenolic 
compounds.  Two  plants  were  found  to  contain 
only  one  phenolic  compound  (Tables  3  and  4). 
One  plant,  S.  teitensis,  had  the  single  phenolic 
compound,  but  also  contained  the  leaf  anthocy¬ 
anin.  The  other  plant.  S.  shumensis,  had  one 
phenolic  compound,  but  lacked  the  leaf  antho¬ 
cyanin.  The  results  for  these  two  plants  were 
retested  using  leaves  from  plants  grown  in 
another  collection.  The  results  from  the  other 
plants  were  identical  with  those  reported  here. 
The  leaf  anthocyanin  was  found  to  be  the  same 
chemically  in  all  15  plants  that  had  the  pigment, 
although  the  quantity  of  the  pigment  varied 
greatly  from  plant  to  plant.  The  distribution 
pattern  of  the  pigment  within  a  leaf  also  varied. 
Some  species  had  the  entire  blade  pigmented 
while  others  had  pigment  only  in  the  veins. 

The  results  tend  to  support  the  theory  that  the 
members  of  genus  Saintpaulia  are  closely  re¬ 
lated.  What  is  still  somewhat  unclear  is  the 
organization  of  the  genus  into  species  and  va¬ 
rieties.  For  example,  the  species  S.  magungensis 
has  been  divided  into  one  species  and  two 
recognized  varieties  (S.  magungensis  occidentalis 
and  S.  magungensis  minima).  The  leaf  analysis 
date  from  this  study  did  not  place  all  three 
plants  into  the  same  group.  S.  magungensis 
occidentalis  has  the  leaf  anthocyanin,  but  the 
other  two  plants  do  not.  If  the  presence  of  the 
leaf  anthocyanin  is  a  genetic  dominant  trait  as 
reported  by  Arisumi  (1967),  how  did 
occidentalis  acquire  this  trait  when  the  parent 
species  and  the  other  variety  lack  it?  Perhaps 
occidentalis  is  unique  enough  that  it  should  be 
considered  a  separate  species  of  its  own. 

A  similar  problem  can  be  noted  between  S. 
diplotricha  and  S.  diplotricha  Punter.  In  this  case, 
however,  it  is  the  variety  that  lacks  the  anthocy¬ 
anin  pigment,  not  the  original  species.  The  S. 
diplotricha  case  is  less  problematical  than  the  S, 
magungensis  one,  however,  as  it  is  much  easier 


to  mutate  naturally  to  lose  a  genetic  dominant 
trait  than  it  is  to  mutate  to  gain  one. 

The  two  plants  that  lacked  one  of  the  phenolic 
compounds,  S.  teitensis  and  S.  shumensis,  may 
well  be  the  most  unique  and  separate  species  of 
the  entire  group  of  27  plants.  The  biological 
function  of  the  missing  phenolic  compound  is 
unknown,  but  its  absence  makes  a  very  clear 
biochemical  and  genetic  difference  between 
these  two  plants  and  the  other  25.  These  differ¬ 
ences  are  reinforced  by  the  breeding  data,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  the  case  of  S.  shumensis  (Clayberg, 
1961 )  which  does  not  hybridize  readily  with  the 
other  members  of  the  genus.  This  indicates  a 
high  degree  of  separation  between  S.  shumensis 
and  the  other  members  of  the  genus. 

The  presence  or  absence  of  the  leaf  anthocy¬ 
anin  may  be  a  very  powerful  character  for  rec¬ 
ognizing  relationships  between  the  members  of 
genus  Saintpaulia.  The  data  from  this  study  was 
used  as  part  of  a  numerical  taxonomy  study  of 
the  genus.  Numerical  taxonomy  uses  the  meas¬ 
urements  of  many  characteristics  to  construct  a 
statistical  relationship  pattern  between  the 
members  of  a  group.  The  preliminary  results  of 
a  numerical  taxonomy  study  using  22  charac¬ 
teristics  indicated  that  the  27  members  of  the 
genus  could  be  separated  readily  into  two  main 
groups.  The  one  character  that  was  common  to 
the  members  of  each  group  was  the  presence  or 
absence  of  the  leaf  anthocyanin.  Undoubtedly 
some  of  the  other  characteristics  contributed  to 
the  observed  pattern  in  the  numerical  taxon¬ 
omy  results,  but  it  is  striking  that  the  leaf  antho¬ 
cyanin  character  seemed  to  be  a  more  powerful 
trait  for  organizing  members  of  the  genus  than 
other  characteristics  (e.g.,  leaf  size  and  shape, 
trailing  habit,  or  number  and  type  of  hairs  on 
the  leaves). 

The  conclusion  of  this  study  is  that  1 5  of  the  27 
members  tested  in  genus  Saintpaulia  have  a  leaf 
anthocyanin  while  the  other  12  do  not.  The 
presence  of  the  leaf  anthocyanin  is  likely  a 
function  of  the  natural  habitat  of  the  species 
where  the  anthocyanin  pigment  serves  as  a 
sunscreen  against  high  light  intensities.  Plants 
with  the  anthocyanin  are  likely  from  more  open 
sunny  habitats  while  those  without  the  pig¬ 
ment  are  from  more  shady  areas.  The  presence 
of  an  identical  anthocyanin  pigment  in  these  15 
plants  supports  the  theory  of  a  close  genetic  and 
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perhaps  evolutionary  relationship  between 
them. 

The  different  phenolic  pattern  of  S.  shumensis 
and  S.  tdtensis  suggests  that  these  two  plants 
maybe  significantly  different  from  the  other  25. 
It  would  seem  unlikely^  however^  that  these  two 
plants  are  closely  related  to  each  other  as  they 
are  very  different  in  appearance  and  growth 
forms.  Also,  only  S.  tdtensis  contains  the  leaf 
anthocyanin.  The  missing  phenolic  compound 
may  indicate  a  common  biochemical  pathway 
in  both  plants,  not  necessarily  a  genetic  relation¬ 
ship. 

The  results  of  this  study  do  not  greatly  clarify 
the  taxonomic  relationships  between  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  genus.  If  anything,  the  results  indi¬ 
cate  that  some  members  of  the  genus  may  be 
misplaced  in  relationship  to  each  other.  S.  ma- 
gungensis  ocddentalis,  for  example,  may  need  a 
closer  evaluation  for  whether  it  is  a  variety  or  its 
own  separate  species.  Use  of  the  leaf  anthocy¬ 
anin  and  phenolic  compound  data  may  be  very 
useful  in  further  numerical  taxonomy  studies  of 
the  genus  for  evaluating  the  number  of  species 
and  varieties  within  the  genus. 
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Table  1:  Plants  with  Leaf  Anthocyanins  and 
two  Phenolics 

S.  difficiUs 

S.  diplotricha 

S.  goetzeana 

S.  grotei  -  veins  only 

S.  grotei  Amazon  -  veins  only 

S.  intermedia 

S.  ionantha 

S.  magungensis  ocddentalis 

S.  nitida 

S.  tongwensis 

S.  velutirm 

S.  velutirm  Amazon 

House  of  Amani 

Sigi  Falls 

Table  2:  Plants  with  no  Leaf  Anthocyanins  and 
two  Phenolics 

S.  brevipilosa 
S.  confusa 

S.  diplotricha  Punter 
S.  grandifolia 
S.  magungensis 
S.  magungensis  minima 
S.  orbicularis 
S.  orbicularis  purpurea 
S.  pendula 
S.  pendula  Kizare 
S.  rupicola 

Table  3:  Plants  with  Leaf  Anthocyanins  and 
one  Phenolic 

S.  tdtensis 

Table  4:  Plants  with  no  Leaf  Anthocyanins  and 
one  Phenolic 

S.  shumensis 

*  This  paper  is  from  a  science  fair  project  con¬ 
ducted  by  Ms.  Ives.  The  project  won  several 
awards  at  the  Oklahoma  City  Regional  and 
the  Oklahoma  State  Science  and  Engineering 
Fairs.  The  project  also  competed  in  the  Inter¬ 
national  Science  and  Engineering  Fair  held  in 
Orlando,  Florida. 
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Services  Desk.  . . . .  . . .  » 

available  to  you. 


If  you  oiiginate  outside  the  50  United  States,  other  reduced  fares  may  be 


An  American  Airlines  mealing  service  specialist  will  help  you  find  the  best  fare  for  which  you 
qualify.  Tickets  may  be  obtained  through  American  Airlines  or  your  travel  agent.  If  you 
noimally  use  the  service  of  n  travel  agent,  have  them  place  your  reseivations  through  our  toll- 
free  number  to  obtain  the  saine  advantages. 

EXTRA:  You  won't  want  to  miss  attending  the  African  Violet  Society  of  America.  Inc.  46th 
Annual  Convention  and  Shovy.  You  could  be  eligible  for  a  special  drawing  for  (2)  FREE  round 
trip  tickets  ion  American  Airlines  to  any  U.  S.  city  on  the  American  system.  Winner  will  be 
notified  by  the  African  Violet  Society  of  AiTierica,  Inc.  Void  where  prohibited  by  law. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  free  drawing,  please  call  American  Airlines  toll-free  number  to  make 
your  reservations  or  mail  yotii  name  and  address  on  a  3  1/2  x  5  card  to:  African  Violet  Society 
of  America.  Inc.,  SPECIAL  SWEEPSTAKES  DRAWING.  2085  Leeward  Lane.  Merritt  Island,  FL 
32  95  3  For  Reservations  and  information 

Call  American— Save  Time  and  Money 

Toll  Free 
1-800-433-1790 

from  jnvwhcre  in  Canada  and  the  USA  (including  Hawaii.  Alaska.  Pueno  Rico  and  ihc  Virgin  Islands)  7  davs  a  week 
from  7  (X)  a  m  to  12  00  midnight  central  time.  If  you  onginate  from  other  areas,  cai)  your  local  American  Airlines 
reservation  olficc  In  Mexico.  Europe.  United  Kingdom  and  Japan,  ask  for  the  (ntcmational  Congress  Desk. 

Be  sure  to  ask  for  STAR  File  #  S04424K 


American  Airlines 
Meeting  Services 
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Great  Discoveries  for  1992 

for  yourself  or  someone  else. 


Member  Pin 

(201)  Gold  Plate  » $14  J5 
(222)  Silver  Plate  -  $12.75 


President’s  Pin  or  Tie  Tack 
(221/207)  Gold  Plate  ==  $21.00 
(233/209)  Silver  Plat©  -  $18.50 


Judge’s  Pin  or  Tie  Tack 
(234/236)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(235/239)  Silver  Plat©  -  $8.00 


AVSA  Charm 
(203)  Gold  Plate  -  $14.75 
(224)  Silver  Plate  -  $12.75 


President’s  Pin 
(202)  Gold  Plate -$21.00 
(223)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


President’s  Charm 
(204)  Gold  Plate -$21.00 
(225)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


Gavel  &  Chain 
(211)  Gold  Plate -$7.50 
(232)  Silver  Plate  -  $6.00 


Judge’s  Guard  Pin 
(210)  Gold  Plate -$12.00 
(231)  Silver  Plate  -  $9.50 


Judge’s  Charm 
(208)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(229)  Silver  Plat©  -  $8.00 


#237  -  Gold  Filled 
Life  Member  Pin 
$25.00 

#238  -  Sterling  Silver 
Life  Member  Pin 

$20.00 


WEAR  OUR  EMBLEMS 
AND  WATCHES  WITH 
PRIDE  AND  HELP 
PROMOTE  AVSA. 

GIVE  A  GIFT  TODAY! 


#199 

Regular  Quarte,  Large 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 
$30.00 

#198 

Regular  Quartz,  Small 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 
$30.00 
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H  usePlant 

magazine 

Now  You  Can  Have  America’s  Newest,  Full-Size,  Full-Color  Magazine 
Dedicated  To  The  Indoor  Gardener  &  House  Plant  Enthusiast! 

Our  First  Issue  Includes; 

V  Cover  Story  —  AmeriFlora  ’92 

V  Roots  —  Nolan  Blansit  &  His  Yellow  Violets 

V  Plants  &  Places  —  The  Franklin  Conservatory 

V  Greenhouses  on  the  Go  -  Ohio  Indoor  Gardening 

V  Hydroponics  —  For  the  Beginner 

V  Plus!  —  Plant  Society  Pages,  Product  Previews, 

Tips  to  Grow  On,  and  much,  much  more! 

And!  .  .  .  Exclusive  Premier  Issue  Offering  — 

The  only  Fine  Print  Watercolor  of  the  Yellow  Violet. 

For  more  information  about  HousePlant  Magazine,  call  (304)  636-1212 

Subscribe  Now  &  Save  40%! 

Take  Advantage  of  our  Premier  Issue  Subscription  Discount! 


usePlant 


magazine 


Spring  ‘92 


Name 


Address 


City- 


State 

□ 

□ 


_  Zip - 

1  Year  -  Regular  Rate:  “•  Premier  Issue  Rate:  $12, 

Outside  U.S.  $24, 95/Yeaf  -  Premier  Discount  Rate:  $15.“^ 


00 


Payment  Enclosed 

Credit  Card  #  _ 
Initials - 


□  MC  QVISA  □BillMe 


- Exp.  Date - 

Allow  ^  -  6  weeks  for  delivery.  Copies  of  this  card  are  acceptable. 


□  Yes! 

I  want  to  take 
advantage  of  your 
Premier  Issue  40% 
Discount!  Send  me  a 
full  year  (4  Issues)  of 
House  Pknt  Magazine 
for  Just  $12.00 

□  New  n  Renewal 

Q  Check  Here 

if  you  are  affiliated 
professionally  with  the 
Indoor  Gardening  or 
House  Plant  Industry 


PREMIER  ISSUE  SPECIAL  ONLY  $12.^7 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


Inch 

Number  of  Pots 

Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

50 

100 

500 

2-1/4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.20 

2.10 

4.50 

8.00 

31.00 

2-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.40 

2.35 

5.00 

9.00 

37.00 

3 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

1.70 

3.15 

7.00 

13.00 

55.00 

3-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

1.95 

3.60 

8.25 

15.00 

65.00 

4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.40 

4.25 

9.50 

17.25 

76.00 

4-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.60 

4.76 

10.50 

19.00 

86.00 

5 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.10 

5.70 

13.00 

23.00 

105.00 

6 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.85 

6.75 

15.50 

29.00 

130.00 

6-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RT 

4.35 

7.75 

17.75 

33.00 

7 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS 

7.10 

13.50 

31.25 

8 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

8.00 

15.50 

36.00 

*SEE  NOTE 

*For  more  than  50  of  6-1/2",  7"  &  8"  pots  send  for  special  quote. 

"Type"  note;  RS  (round  standard)  -  height  &  top  width  are  equal 
RT  (round  tub)  =  height  is  3/4  top  width 
SQ  (square)  =  volume  same  as  RS 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

Very  shallow 

—  depth  is  half  the  width  of  the  top. 

Top  Diam. 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh  or  Gr 

3.20 

6.00 

14.00 

25.50 

58.00 

6" 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6-1/2" 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh  or  Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh  or  Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

PLANT  CARE  ITEMS 

Soilless  mixes  and  Ingredients;  8  gal.  maximum  for  one  shipping 

charge. 


VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX  -  mix  of  peat. 

2 

Gal. 

$3.25 

perlite,  vermiculite,  dolomite  lime  &  trace  of  Peters 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX  -  Similar  to  VH  mix. 

2 

Gal. 

3.25 

no  Peters  finer  vermiculite 

PERLITE  -  Aerates  Mix 

1 

Gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  Helps  maintain  moisture 

1 

Gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  Milled 

2 

Gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  Raises  alkalinity  of  too  acid  soil 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CAPILLARY  MATTING  -  “Vattex” 

Water,  using  capillary  action.  Vattex  is  a  gray  matting  with  a  thin 
black,  perforated  plastic  sheet  on  top.  Thus  algae  growth  is 
minimized.  It  is  washable,  tough,  but  can  be  cut  easily  with  shears. 
It  is  4  feet  wide,  (eg.;  1’  x  4'  =  4  sq.  ft.) 

$.40  per  sq.  ft. 


Wick-water  with:  PLASTIC  WATER  RESERVOIRS 


Height 

20 

SO 

100 

500 

8 

oz. 

1-3/4" 

$7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

16 

oz. 

3" 

7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

32 

oz. 

3" 

12.00 

26.75 

49.50 

190.00 

We  do  not  supply  wicks. 

5"  pans  can  fit  in  top  of  8  or  16  oz. 
Reservoirs  without  lids  are  1/2  priced. 


Send  Orders  To: 


THE  VIOLET  HOUSE 
P.  O.  Box  1274 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 
Phone  (904)  377-8465 


TINY  TUBS 

YOU  HAVE  BEEN  ASKING 
NOW  WE  HAVE  SOME 


1-3/4"  TALL  X  2-1/8"  WIDE 
White  and  Terra  Cotta 

20 . .$1.75 

50 . . ..................$4.00 

100......... . $6.75 

500 . ..$29.00 


SEEDS 


We  continue  to  offer  Nadeau's  African  Violet  Seeds 
(1)  Standard;  (2)  Miniature;  (3)  Variegated;  (4)  Trailer 


PACKETS 

(100  seeds  and  instructions)  . . . . . . ............$5.00 

KITS 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  Jiffy-7  pellets, 

&  starter  container) . . . . . . . . $5.50 


Jeanie  Moe's  Sinningia  Seeds  are  still  available  in  five  different 
selections;  (A)  Purple;  (B)  Maroon;  (C)  Pink;  (D)  Mini  Mix; 


&  (E)  Micro-mini  Mix 
PACKET 

(100  seeds  and  instruction  sheet) . . . .$4.00 

KIT 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  starter  container 
&  Jiffy-7  pellet) . . . . . . . . . $4.50 


See  our  catalog  for  descriptions 


LABELS 

3"  white,  plastic 
4"  white,  plastic 


100  for  $1.25 
100  for  $1.75 


LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 


SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

8.00 

18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

1 2"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8“  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

GRANNY’S  BLOOMER  --  JUNGLE  JUICE 

2  oun^  bottle  . . . . . . $1.60 

6  ounce  bottle . . . . . . . 3.00 


2  oun^  bottle  . . . . . . $1.60 

6  ounce  bottle . . . . . . . 3.00 


SEND  FOR  OUR  FREE  CATALOG 
Many  other  items  are  listed;  MOISTRITES, 
OYAMA  PLANTERS,  Insecticides,  Fertilizers, 
Masks  and  Pens,  Meters,  Trays,  Soil  Supplements. 
Minimum  order  is  $7.50  plus  shipping  &  handling 
FLORIDA  customers  MUST  ADD  6%  Sales  Tax 
Shipping  and  Handling  Charges: 

UNITED  PARCEL  to  EASTERN,  MIDWEST,  AND 


SOUTHERN  STATES  . . . . . . ...$3.75 

to  the  West:  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM,  AZ,  UT,  WY, 

ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  CA,  &  NV . . . ...$4.00 

ALASKA  &  HAWAII  &  other  areas 

U.S.  MAIL:  Air  or  Surface . ACTUAL  COST 
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AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANTS  AND  LEAVES 

For  Latest  Listing  of  Violets  by  Boone,  Fre- 
dette,  Granger,  Lyon,  Ness,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Stork,  and  Wasmund,  send  $1 .00  to: 

Albert  G.  Krfeger,  Dept  AV,  1 063  Cranbrook, 
Jackson,  Ml  49201  ph.  (517)782-1158 


JoS  VIOLETS 

1 5  Standard  starters . $29.95  Send  starrp  for  list 

1 2  Semimini  &  mini  starters . 25.95  402  Dundee 

12  Trailer  starters  . . .................25.95  Victoria,  TX  77904 

My  choice,  labeled,  different  and  postpaid. 

Texas  residents,  please  add  7-1/4%  sales  tax.  /d 
(512)575-1344  \i  rf 

Visitors  by  appointment.  ^ . 


MIDLAND  VIOLETS  " 

Home  of  the  “NESS”  Hybrids 

Our  1992  releases  are  ready  for 
shipment.  16  new  standards,  minis 
and  semiminis,  plus  many  of  our 
previous  releases. 


Send  a  large  SASE  for  our  new  shipping  list. 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment. 

Call  (612)  429-4109 
Don  &  Jean  Ness,  3667  Midland  Ave. 
White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110 


Phone  1-912-574-5167 
1-912-574-5236 


Travis^Jiolets. 

Ra«OX  43  OCMUX3(NEE.  G4.  31773 

Try  It  You’ll  Like  It  ! 

New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders 
before  May  1  will  receive  2  free  plants  with  every  1 0  plants  ordered.  Send  $1  for  our  new  1 992  catalog, 
or  order  from  our  ad  in  Jan.  AVM.  Try  our  Super  Special  - 1 2  husky  starters  -  all  different  -  $26  postpaid 
“  all  plants  our  choice.  Offer  expires  May  1,  1992 
VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 

Minimum  charge  orders  $25  -  For  charge  orders  send  all  information  on  card  •  for  phone  orders  call  Monday  thru  Saturday 


PATCHES  AND  POTS 

583  El  Cajon  Blvd.,  Dept.  A 
El  Cajon,  CA  92020 
(619)  442-7037 
24-Hr  FAX(619)  442-1872 

Jim  &  Ken  Buchanan 


WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTORS  FOR  VIOLET 
SUPPORT  RINGS  AND  CALIFORNIA  RESERVOIRS 


Give  Your  Violets  A  Lift 
With 

Elisa's  African  Violet  Rings 


OYAMA  ‘TEXAS  STYLE’  PLANTERS© 

mttiM  *iO« 

m 

1  i.M  .mie 

ml»  1^1 

1 .  Little  or  no  watering  skill  required 

kai — [i 

7  2.  High  quality,  shatterproof  plastic 

ri 

/  with  textured  finish. 

ir:> _ III  j 

^  3.  Approved  for  shows  by 

*  ll  I "  1  ImI  I 

African  Violet  Society 

1 .  Keeps  leaves  from  getting  cut 
on  pot  edges 

2.  Plants  ran  not  hug  pot 

3.  Show  plants  are  easier  to  train. 


0 


PLASTIC  RESERVOIRS 

available  for  the 
Miniaturizing  Mini  Pot 


BUSINESSES  AND  CLUBS  SEND  FOR  WHOLESALE  PRICE  LIST. 
MASTERCARD  and  VISA  accepted  Retail  List  Available 
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MIGHTY  MINIS  7318  Sahara  Court  •  Sacramento,  CA  95828 

(916)  421-7284 

New  minis,  old  minis,  mini  sinningias,  all  love  the  new  Oyama  mini  pots.  The  pots  will  hold  the  minis 
right  under  the  light  where  you  will  get  gobs  of  bloom.  The  Oyama  mini  pot  is  one  of  the  best  I  have  seen 
yet.  You  can  go  away  and  leave  the  minis  for  about  two  weeks  and  they  will  be  moist  on  your  return  and 
in  full  bloom!!! 

NEW  FOR  SPRING:  Rin  Tin  Tint,  Peppermint  Girl,  Tensie  Trail,  Tundra  Trumpets,  Peewee  Purple, 
Quite  White,  O  U  Cutie,  Tiny  Moon  Goddess,  plus  all  new  Lyons. 

When  you  are  in  the  area,  give  us  a  call  and  come  pay  the  minis  a  visit.  We  will  love  to  see  you. 
Don’t  forget  our  ’92  convention  in  Santa  Rosa!!!! 


LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES! 

14  Mutchler  St.  -  Dept.  AV  Dolgeville,  NY  13329  (315)  429-8291 

“Where  The  Violets  Are”  —  Since  1954 

ANNOUNCING  FOR  1992:  44  new  varieties  of  standards,  miniatures  and  trailing  violets. 
PLUS,  new  chimeras!  We  also  carry  older  varieties  and  other  gesneriads,  including 
columneas,  episcias,  aeschynanthus  and  morel 

Send  $2.00  for  our  COLOR  catalog!  (refundable  on  first  order) 

Open  year  round!  Visitors  Welcome! 

8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Mon  -  Sat  / 1 0  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Sun.  Just  10  min.  off  NY  State  Thruway 


Some  of  our  new  varieties 
for 

1992! 


BOONE  -  SWEPT  AWAY  -  Large  deep  violet  blue  semidouble  to  double  stars  are  trimmed  with  bright  white  edges; 

plain  green,  lightly  quilted  foliage.  14  new  standards  to  choose  from. 

HOBBS  -  DEAN’S  LEGACY  ~  Lovely  pink  with  raspberry  overtones  and  feathery  edges,  make  these  double 
blossoms  (8  to  10  per  stem),  stand  out  above  excellent  show  quality  Tommie  Lou  foliage.  6  other  fine 
semiminiatures  for  this  year. 

PITTMAN  ■  HONEY  PINK  -  An  outstanding  symmetrical  forming  dark  tailored  foliage  with  an  abundance  of  perky 
pink  blossoms.  A  real  honey  to  grow  and  show.  SM.  16  new  minis  and  semis  plus  3  new  well-forming  trailers. 
MUNK  -  RODEO  SHOWGIRL  -  Semidouble  cherry  red  frilled  blossom  with  medium  green  tailored  foliage.  3 
Apaches  and  6  of  the  new  Rodeo  series. 

ROBINSON  -  ROB’S  TWEETY  BIRD  -  Semidouble  deep  rose  lavender  pansy  purple  fantasy;  variegated  Tommie 
Lou  foliage.  Outstanding  blossom  on  this  one.  SM.  13  outstanding  minis/semis. 

NESS  -  HALO  LOU  -  White  semidouble  pansy  with  fuchsia  edge  over  light  green  standard  foliage.  Eye-catching 
blossoms.  14  new  standards  and  minis. 

CROTEAU  "  COMMANDEUR  -  Semidouble  to  double  blossoms  with  permanent  fainted  white  edges.  Same 
blossom  as  L’ambassadeur  but  darker.  Dark  quilted  large  foliage.  5  new  standards. 

We  also  have  the  newest  varieties  from  Stork,  Sorano’s  little  ones,  beautiful  standards  from  Fredette.  We  have  a  large  selection 
of  trailers.  NEW  -  Beacon  tr,  Snowman  tr,  Bobbysox  tr,  and  many  proven  older  varieties.  Our  complete  list  is  available  for  $1 .00  in 
stamps  or  cash.  Plants  of  the  customer’s  choice  $3.50  each.  Minimum  of  4  plants  per  order.  25  or  more  starter  plants  -  $1 .50  each 
Shirley’s  choice!  24  new  leaves  of  our  choice  -  $1 8.00.  New  and  previous  releases  24  for  $1 4.00  or  50  for  $25.00.  Priority  shipping 
on  leaves  $3.50;  plants  $5.50.  (Over  this  amount  will  be  billed  to  the  customer.)  Texans  add  8-1/4%  tax.  Weather  permitting  we  ship 
all  year  in  most  southern  states.  Other  states  from  April  to  November. 

CHECK  OUR  LIST  FOR  SUPPLIES  AVAILABLE  YEAR  AROUND.  Shipping  on  supplies  $4.50. 

Our  address  -  1034  RAYBURN  DRIVE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  78221 .  Telephone:  512-923-1093. 
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SONJA’S  VIOLETS 

P.O.  Box  83,  Omaha,  AR  72662 


African  Violet  Beauties  from  the  Beautiful  Ozarks. 
Over  500  varieties  by  most  Hybridizers. 
State  Inspected  List  $1  -  Refundable 


AFRICAN  VIOLETS 
SUPREME 

Specializing  in  the  chimera  (striped  pinwheel)  varie¬ 
ties.  Choose  your  chimeras  from  a  huge  collection 
of  new  and  old  varieties.  Order  early  for  prompt 
spring  shipping.  We  ship  outside  USA. 

1992  spring  catalog ...  $1 .00  refundable  with  order 
“  1992  catalog  free  to  customers  and  friends. 

We  sincerely  appreciate  the  patronage  of  our  many 
AV  customers  and  friends. 

Edmond  Cook  1 6796  Olive  Street 

714/968-1535  Fountain  Valley,  CA  92708 


America’s  Finest 
African  Violets 


•  Write  for  our  fasci¬ 
nating  color  dialog 
and  growing  tips  - 
50e 

•  Visit  our  green¬ 
houses  and  retail 
store.  Open  7  days 
a  week,  year  long 

@09-927-3399 


Mon  -  Sat  10-5 
closed  Sun  &  Tues 


THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 


since  1969 


3147  SOUTH  BROADWAY 


DEPT  AV 


For  1 992  we  offer 
these  varieties 
as  starter  plants 
or  leaf  cuttings: 

BOONE 

180  Burgundy  Bliss 

179  Celebrity 

386  Champagne  Halo 

156  Dathyn 

246  Durango  Rose 
79  Gala  nnk 
95  Hello  There 
150  Midnight  Wave 
325  Mindi  Brook 
379  Mystic  Halo 
378  Paradise  Halo 
113  Rapid  Transit 

157  Windy  Day 
CROTEAU 

135  Deep  Sky 
169  Fusion 

173  J-P  Croteau 

136  Kimono 
199  L'Ange  Bleu 

140  P hobos 

777  Purple  Rain  (sm) 

FREDETTE 

262  Chiffon  Print 

141  Glittersweet 
391  Ice  Castles 

81  Native  Dancer 


74  Snow  Dazzler 
343  Sunday  Silence 
84  Sweet  Jenny 
370  Tipsy  Gypsy 
GEHR 
172  Africa 

250  Ambiance 

375  Cosmic  Tapestry 

376  Father  Figure 
390  Freeze  Frame 

143  Houdini 
374  Lady  Hawk 
142  Neutron  Star 
381  Satellite 
GRANGER  GARDENS 
226  Ayako 

160  Blue  Puff 
191  Cristabel 
158  Crystallaire 
249  Dark  Pink  Frills 

144  Fantasy  Flash 
82  Misty  Cloud 

254  Picturesque 
152  Purple  Cascade 
151  Purple  Frost 

251  Raspberry  Mist 
242  Rio  Bravo 
215  Tiona 
JOHNSON 

240  Candy  Swirls 
178  Chorale 
155  Coral  Splendor 
164  Easter  Morning 


237  Favorite  Child 
288  Tangerine  Haven 
248  Ode  to  Beauty 
LYON / SORANO 
74  Angel  Fluff 
222  Big  Country 
148  Black  Swan 
115  Blue  Haze 

189  Chasing  Sunshine 
321  Cherry  Kiss 

360  Cinnamon  Girl 
192  Cinnamon  Spice 

190  Coral  Mountain 
253  Country  Moonlight 
207  Country  Quilt 

194  Country  Sunshine 

145  Fantasy  Maker 
101  Fire  Mountain 

146  Galactic  Splash 
1 54  island  Coral 

373  Lady  Heartbreaker 
243  Lime  Frost 
174  Midnight  Magic 
159  Night  Secrets 
384  Peppermint  Kiss 
133  Purple  Passion 
281  Sheer  Romance 
232  Shimmer  Frost 
283  Silk  and  Honey 
1 88  Smok^  Rose 
298  Snow  Squall 
163  Spring  Mist 
252  Springtime  Pink 

147  Starlight  Fantasy 


241  Sugar  Sweet 
389  Victorian  Rose 
231  Victorian  Velvet 

MUNK 

308  Apache  Blanket 
392  Apache  Ranger 
377  Apache  Ridge 
348  Apache  Sk^ird 
338  Apache  Warpaint 
385  Apache  Winter 
ROBINSON 
734  Rob's  Angeli© 

781  R's  Denim  Demon 
716  Rob's  Firebrand 
722  Rob's  Gal  Vikki 
780  Rob's  Je©  Jim 
779  Rob's  Pink  Fizz 
740  Rob's  Puddy  Cat 
737  Rob’s  Sun  Spot 
742  R'S  Sweet  Dreams 
745  Rob’s  Whit©  Out 
734  Rob's  Wow  We© 
STORK 
170  Arapahoe 

138  Itchy  Stitches 
119  Medicine  Man 
117  Otoe 

139  Pettici  Prom'ade 
267  Sedona 

235  Tomahawk 
203  Whizzzer 

SWIFT 

134  Aw©  Inspiring 


ENGLEWOOD,  CO  80110 

165  Bowl  of  Cherries  112  Canadian  Sunset 
137  French  Lilac  116  Chris 

244  Lonely  Heart  358  Frosted  Whisper 

197  Orchid  Puff  382  Glacier  Queen 

202  Outrageous  245  Judie's  Peach 

223  So  Rare  161  Ms  Pretty 

TRAVIS’ VIOLETS  301  Night  Lit© 

387  Flashy  Lovetta  100  Papa  Bear 

233  Love  Talks  380  R.  Gray  Ghost 

388  Lovely  Diane  289  Tiger  Lily 

234  Snow  Fir© 

PINWHEEL  TYPES 
(Chimerals)  $10  es. 

514  Emiko 

509  Hiroshima 

500  Icy  Hot 

505  Joiie  Roxane 
502  Kiwi  Dazzler 

510  Moonbeams 

501  Raspberry 

Sundae 


TRAILERS 

467  Cirelda 

460  Honey  Bun  Trail 
459  Lamb's  Ear 
454  Magic  Trail 
453  Pixie  Blue 

458  Ramblin' Angel 

461  Sundown  Trail 


PLUS  MANY  MORE 
including  minis 
and  semiminis  and 
selected  gesneriads 
desoribeo  in  our 
plant  list.  See  below. 

VIOLETS 
ARE  ALL  WE  DO 
FULL  TIME. 


OTHERS  Douglas  li  Barbara 

331  Autumn  Rose  Crispin,  owners 

359  Avalanche 


Prices  include  packing  and  shipping  by  Priority  Mail.  Starter  plants  $4.00  ©a.,  Leaf  cuttings:  $1.50  ©a.  Minimum  order  4  plants  or  8  leaves.  For  UPS  2nd 
Day  Air  add  $4.50.  Shipping  May  1  thru  Oct.  1 5  weather  permitting.  LIST  A  FEW  SUBSTITUTES.  THIS  IS  OUR  ONLY  POLICY.  You  will  receive  a  post 
card  just  before  we  ship  to  you.  Pleas©  use  variety  name  and  number  when  ordering.  We  also  have  acomplete  line  of  growing  supplies,  lighted  plant  stands, 
soilless  mixes,  fertilizers,  pots,  wicking  trays,  insecticides,  leaf  support  rings,  books,  seeds  and  more,  which  we  ship  year  round.  Send  tor  a  free  3&-pag© 
supplies  catalog/descriptiv©  plant  list.  Clubs/iarge  scale  growers  ask  tor  our  discount  bulk  supplies  list  with  your  catal^/list. 

MasterCard  or  VISA  accepted. 
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Croteau  •  Decelles  •  Tremblay 

For  the  first  year,  a  new  hybridizer— M.  Paul  Sansoucy,  at: 

A-MI VIOLEHES 

Box  #630  St-Felix  de  Valois  Quebec,  Canada  JOK  2M0 
ph.  514-889-8673  —  Michelyne  Frechette  will  take  care  of  you! 
$2  refundable  international  Shipping  Quality  first  at  home 


V-Base 

Database  to  locate  Varieties-Growers 
for  IBM  compatible  computers  5-1/4"  disc 
Priced  at  1/4  individual  lists 
Write  for  info  and  participating  growers. 

Mike  Schoenberger  920  Leiand  Ave.  Lima,  OH  45805 


yioiet 


JoAnne  Martinez 

809  Taray  DeAvila 
Tampa,  FL  33613 
813^963-7424 
1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 


Cheryl  Hukle 

5520  Wilkins  Rd. 

Tampa,  FL  33610 
813-621-5717 


1992  catalog  is  here!  1992  varieties  Included 
Send  for  your  FREE  CATALOG  NOW! 
Greenhouse  open  by  appointment 
See  you  in  Columbus. 


Alice's  Violet  Room 

Violets  by  KENTS,  BOONE, 

BILL  JOHNSON,  WRANGLER’S, 
ROB’S,  NESS,  RUBY  COX,  BLANSIT, 
CROTEAU,  GRANGER  GARDENS, 
and  BEEMAN. 

Send  a  business  size  self-addressed  and 
stamped  envelope  for  my  1992  catalog. 
Watch  for  my  ad  in  the  May  1992  issue  of 
the  African  Violet  Magazine. 

ALICE  PITTMAN 

Rt  6,  Box  233,  Waynesville,  MO  65583 
PHONE;  314-336-4763 


NEW  FOR  SPRING  *92  KAZUMI 

COLLEEN  VINCE’S  CHOICE 

RASPBERRY  MIST 


“GRANGER  GARDENS’ 
ALL  AMERICAN  HYBRIDS” 


RED  ADMIRAL  WHITE  PUFF 
ORCHID  FROST 
RASPBERRY  HALO 


Listed  varieties  available  wholesale  &  retail.  Write  for  descriptive  list,  please  enclose  self-addressed 
stamped  envelope.  We  welcome  club  inquiries  regarding  PROJECT  PLANTS  and  can  serve  your 
needs  anywhere  from  10  to  100  of  one  variety.  We  also  cater  to  clubs  for  sales  plants  in  conjunction 
with  your  annual  shows. 

CHIMERAS:  NEW!  KEIKO  -  pink  single  with  fantasy  stripe  -  $14.00 
RASPBERRY  SUNDAE  -  COLOR  FLASH  -  $12.00 
15  additional  varieties  -  $6.00  to  $10.00 
Wholesale  prices  available,  starting  at  $3.50 
WE  SHIP  WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  -  Retail  Shipping,  $4.75  min.  per  order 
WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  SALES  ALSO  AVAILABLE  AT  THE  GREENHOUSE 


GRANGER  GARDENS  1060  Wilbur  Road  MEDINA,  OH  44256 

Phone  216-239-2349 

Open  Monday  through  Saturday  SAM  til  5PM,  closed  Sundays 
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BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 

1992  Robinson,  Pittman,  Munk’s  Apaches 
Brand  new  Rodeo  Series  from  Munk. 

Many  Apache  varieties  and  Lenora  Munk  hybrids 
The  best  from  Fredette,  Boone,  Bryant,  Lyon, 
Optimara,  Smith  (Wrangler),  Wiiliams  &  others. 
Also  Episcias,  Streptocarpus  and  Optimara 
“Littie  Jeweis.” 

Piease  send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  ali  varieties 
&  a  complete  line  of  growing  suppiies. 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  Angelika  Brooks 
Moiese,  MT  59824  (406)  644-2296 


ZACA  VISTA  NURSERY^  X  X 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS  ^ 

Wed.  thru  Sun.  —  9  a.m.  *til  5  p.m. 
closed:  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  ALSO  SHIP  AV  STARTER  PLANTS:  STANDARDS. 
MINIATURES.  SEMIMINIS  &  TRAILERS  —  OTHER 
GESNERIAD  CUTTINGS  &.  SUPPLIES 
SEND  $1.00  (OVERSEAS:  $2.00  U.S.)  FOR  OUR 
“C  URRENTLY  AVAILABLE  USTINO  " 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  CA  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


African  Violets  loiow  no  borders,  so 
why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada 
and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly 
publication? 


A  one-year  membership  is  only  $10.00  (family 
$12.00),  so  don’t  delay. 


Please  send  your  check  to; 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan 
1573  Arbordale  Ave. 
Victoria.  B.C.V8N5J1 


Cryptanthus 

"  the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants 
for  your  African  Violet  collection 
requiring  the  same  care. 
Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes  and 
'patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
year  ‘round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information  or 
$3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington  Texas  76016 


FREE  CATALOG  -  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  &  SUPPLIES  •  VISITORS  WELCOME 

/^ITolkmann  #arlien£( 

3714  OLD  SETTLERS  ROAD  •  FLOWER  MOUND,  TEXAS  75028 
21 4-539-771 4 ‘Open Mon-Sat  9AM-6PM  /  Sunday  1PM-6PM 


American  Q[o?(mia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to  the 
Gloxinian  magazine  (6  issues)  plus  a  copy 
of  “How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 
$18.00  Single  Membership 
$19.00  Family  Membership 

Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Jimmy  Dates,  Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV,  c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  NY 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  1 001 9 


HaveaWarid 
Gf  Orchids 
atYour 
Fiiigeitips! 

Join  the  American 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating 
world  of  orchids  each  month 
when  you  become  a  member  of  the 
American  Orchid  Society.  Your  journey  begins  when 
you  open  the  American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to 
pages  filled  with  priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid 
culture  accompanied  by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid 
photographs.  A  special  advertising  section  helps  lo¬ 
cate  sources  of  orchid  plants,  supplies,  items  from  the 
AOS  Book  Department  and  whatever  else  is  needed  to 
become  a  successful  grower. 

Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to 
your  fingertips.  Hease  write  or  call  for  a  free,  four- 
color  membership  teochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

John  &  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
(508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 
Hours  by  appoinUnent  *  Falmouhi,  Massachusetts  02540 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 

also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  RUBY  COX.  DENIS  CRO¬ 
TEAU,  GRANGER  GARDENS,  HORTENSE,  LYONS,  RALPH  ROBINSON, 
KENT  STORK.  WASMUND,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 

Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes,  Paper  Goods  and  Jewelry  available. 


BATEMAN’S 
BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  oz.  -  $2.99 
16  oz.  =  $5.25 

STURDY 
4  oz.  -  $2.99 
8  oz.  -  $5.25 
PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 
4  oz.  STURDY  + 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3" -3  1/2" -4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE  COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

1- 1/4"  Wt.(only) 

2- 1/4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Thumb  Pot 

$  1.20 

$2.75 

$4.80 

$9.00 

$41.50 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

.95 

1.80 

3.30 

6.00 

26.40 

2-1/2"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

30.00 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.20 

2.75 

4.80 

9.00 

41.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURmNG  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

3.00 

6.25 

11.50 

20.00 

80.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Orange,  Yellow,  Green, 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink. 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink. 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PLASTIC  HANGING  PLANTERS 

1 

5 

10 

25 

50 

4-1/2"  wt.  (only) 

3"  Deep 

3-1/8"  Deep 

.70 

3.10 

5.60 

12.75 

23.00 

5-1/2"  Gr.orWt. 

.90 

4.20 

7.80 

18.00 

33.60 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4-1/4"  Deep 

1.05 

5.10 

9.70 

22.80 

43.20 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

5“  Deep 

6-1/4"  Deep 

1.30 

6.30 

12.00 

28.80 

55.00 

10"  Gr.orWt. 

1.80 

8.70 

16.80 

40.00 

78.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Ught  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

25 

SO 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2” 

.75 

4.25 

8.00 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.25 

7.25 

13.75 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.35 

7.50 

13.80 

22"X  11"  X  2-3/4" 

3.99 

23.00 

45.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.25 

18.50 

35.00 

67.00 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 
Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

17.00 

30.50 

9”  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

18.25 

35.00 

13"  Gr.only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

PHYSAN  20 

16  oz.  -  $5.95 

32  oz.  -  $9.95 

1  gal.  -  29.95 
OYAMA  PLANTERS 
Green,  Brown  or  White 
4"  -  $1.49  each 
5"  ~  $1.99  each 
5“  1/2”  -  $2.99  each 
6"  -  $3.50  each  (Wh.  only) 
SUPERTHRIVE 
1/2  oz.  -$1.79 

1  oz.  -  $2.59 

2  oz.  -  $3.59 
4  oz.  -  $5.98 
ORTHENE 

75%  Soluble  Powder 
1  lb.  -$16.50 
AEROSOL  SPRAYS 
PT  1300  Orthene 
18  oz.  -$11.50 
Knox-Out  PT  1500A 
16  oz.  -  $6.95 
DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH 
1  lb.  -  $2.25 
KEIKIGROW 
PLUS 

15  ml -$19.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 

Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Use  3  tsp,  per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 
3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $1 3.50;  12  for  $25.00. 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

PH  METER -$19.00 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  - 12/32.00  -  24/59.00 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

Supplies  -  UPS  $3.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost 

Outside  USA  -  Actual  Cost 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  St  Phone  # 

Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 


PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 


Formula 

Type 

Size/Price 

4  oz. 

12  oz. 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.00 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.25 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Special 

1.25 

2.75 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

2.75 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

2.75 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .50 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  6  Medium 

1.50 

2.75 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.25 

4.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$2.75 

TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  —  a  full  4  feet  wide 
$2.25  per  running  yard  —  whole  yard  lengths 
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JUDY’S  VIOLETS 


DUE  TO  UNFORESEEN  CIRCUM¬ 
STANCES,  JUDY’S  VIOLETS  WILL  NOT 
BE  SHIPPING  FOR  THE  SPRING  AND 
SUMMER  SEASON.  WATCH  LATER 
ISSUE  OF  THE  AVM  FOR  MORE  DE¬ 
TAILS. 

9  Graeler  Drive  31 4-997-2859 

Creve  Coeur,  MO  63146  ST.  LOUIS  AREA 


PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 

Top  Quality  Supplies- Low  Prices-Fast  ServkeCatalog 
features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS  ..  POTS  ..  POTS ...  (ALL  SIZES),  MICRaMINI 

POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  KIT  (WICK-WATER  72  MINIATURES  IN  11"  X  22" 
SPACE.  POTS  NEVER  TIP  WHEN  CARRIED),  HANGING  POTS, 
MARKERS,  SOILS,  FLATS  &  INSERTS,  &  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  PUNT  BOOKS  ALONG  WITH  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE.! 

FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS,  LIGHT  RHURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 
50'  AQUAMATIC  HOSE  -  $15.99  plus  $3.50  S&H 
CATALOG  •  $2.00  -  Rsfundable  with  purchase. 


LESVIOLETTES  NATALIA 

P.O.  BOX  206,  BEECHER  FALLS,  VJ  05902-0206 
124  CH.  GRAPES.  SAWYERVILLE,  QC  JOB  3A0  CANADA 
(819)  889-3235 


700  varieties  of  choice  hybrid  African  Violets 
New  introductions  from  Canadians  hybridizers: 
Bell  -  Croteau  -  Decelles  -  Lambert  -  Tremblay 

.  400  interesting  species  &  hybrid  Gesneriads  : 
miniature  Sinningia,  Columnea,  Kohleria, 
Aeschynanthus,  Nemantanthus,  Chirita, 
Episcia,  Streptocarpus  &  many  more! 

Order  our  50  page  mail  order  catalog  $2.00 

.Greenhouse  open  Tues,  thru  Sunday  10:00  to  5:00 

WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY ! 


WOW!  watch  'Em  Bloom 

"WON  8  BLUE  RIBBONS*'  •  'CANT  BE  WITHOUT  IT”  •  TM  THE  ENVY  OF  MY  CLUB” 


Sudbury®  Lawn  &  Carden  Products 

(formerly  Clarel) 

GRANNY’S  BLOOMERS-  For  radiantly  beautiful  African  Violets  with  full, 
long-lasting  blooms.  0-6-5  formula  with  trace  elements. 

JUNGLE  JUICE^  (2-5-4)  For  strong-rooted  Violets  with  rich,  green  leaves. 
Promotes  healthy  root  and  leaf  systems. 

FLOWER  CRACKER®  (1-6-5)  Promotes  flowering  on  ail  annuals,  indoors 
and  out.  Excellent  for  Impatiens,  Begonias,  Geraniums,  Zinnias  and  more, 

SITTING  PRETTY™  (1-3-2)  Provides  delicate  nutrient  balance  Ferns 
require. 

KEEP  ’EM  BLOOMIN®  Keeps  cut  flowers  looking  fresh  and  beautiful 

ORCHIDS  EXOTICA®  (5-5-3)  Exclusively  for  Orchids  to  help  develop 
stronger  plants.  Promotes  longer-lasting  flowering, 

CACTUS  JUICE®  0-7-6)  Developed  especially  for  cacti  and  succulents 
pH  5.5-5  7  plus  calcium  Helps  cacti  to  bloom  and  strengthens  root  systems, 

GREEN  UP'-  (0-0-2-2S)  Acidifier  for  yellowing,  sick,  iron  deficient  plants, 

MOONSHINE®  Velvet  leaf  shine.  Exclusive  no-wipe  formula  in  handy 
trigger  spray  bottle. 

ULTIMATE®  Unique  foliar  formula  feeds,  cleans  and  shines  plants  all  at 
the  same  time 


SHIPPING  &  HANDLING  CHARGES 


Price  Total 


Size 

Qty. 

Each 

Due 

6  oz 

$  5  00  = 

16  oz 

$10.00  = 

6  oz 

_  X 

$  5  00  = 

16  oz 

$10.00  = 

6  oz 

X 

$  5  00  = 

16  oz 

_ X 

$10  00  = 

b  oz 

$  5  00  = 

8  oz 

$  7  00  1= 

6  oz 

$  5  00  = 

16  oz 

$10  00  = 

6  oz 

$  5  00  = 

16  oz 

_  X 

$10  00  = 

8  oz 

$  7  00  = 

22  oz 

$18  00  = 

22  oz 

$18  00  s 

SUB 

Total 

TOTAL  $ 

Order  Total 

$5,00 

$5  01-15,00 

$15  01-25  00 

$25.01  + 

ADD  S&H 

$3.00 

$3.50 

$4.00 

$5.00 

Add  Shipping  &  Handing  (see  chart)  $ 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Happy  Plants 
Distributing 

P.O.  Box  36983 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85067 
(602)  264-5747 

Order  Now! 

Name  _ _ 


Address. 

City _ 

State  _ 

Zip_ - 

Phone  {. 
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RICE’S  HYBRID  VIOLETS 

230  Varieties  —  leaves  only. 

No  foreign  orders  please.  Send  $1  for  list 
—  deductible  from  1  st  order. 

PO  Bom  254 
Orangeville,  PA  17859 
717-683-5244 


\ 


TIte  Natural  Way 
Plants! 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs:  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
Schultz  Co.  14090  Riverport  Drive,  Maryland  Heights,  MO  63043, 


✓ 


PLEASANT  HILL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Route  L  Box  73  •  Brenham,  Texas  77833 
(409)  836-9736  (evenings) 

SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT;  We  are  espe¬ 
cially  pleased  to  announce  that  we  will  have  avail¬ 
able  the  lovely  standard  hybrids  that  Dottie  Wilson 
has  hybridized,  including  SPECIAL  ATTRAC¬ 
TION  and  GAY  LADY. 

We  will  also  be  carrying  DOTTIE  WILSON'S 
POTTING  SOIL,  both  greenhouse  mix  and  show 
plant  mix. 

Although  we  specialize  in  minis /semis,  we  have 
received  numerous  requests  to  carry  standard  va¬ 
rieties.  We  will  be  adding  some  selective  standards 
to  our  list,  which  includes  the  best  of  miniatures, 
trailers,  the  "cousins,"  and  some  supplies. 

Our  1992  list,  which  indudes  many  new  varie¬ 
ties  and  best  of  previous  releases,  is  available  for 
$1.00  ($  or  stamps).  Shipping  will  begin  end  of 
April. 

Our  fresh  cut  leaves  &  cuttings  specials  are; 


18  leaves,  all  NEW  varieties . . . $17.95  ppd 

18  leaves,  new/previous  releases . $14.95  ppd 

50  leaves,  new/previous  releases . ...$26.95  ppd 

12  assorted  gesneriad  cuttings  . . $14.95  ppd 

12  Episcia  stolons  . . . . . . . . $14.95  ppd 


(Spedfy  preference;  minis  or  standards.) 

PRICES  INCLUDE  PRIORITY  SHIPPING.  IF 

YOU  PREFER  UPS  2  DAY  AIR,  PLEASE  ADD  $3 

PER  SPECIAL.  Texans,  please  add  7-3/4%  tax. 
Mastercard/ Visa  orders  accepted.  6%  service 
charge  on  charge  orders. 


OPTIMARA® 

Super  Miniatures 

Express  5  pack: 

Receive  5  Little  Jewels©  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  MinLWell™  reservoirs  in 
attractive  clear  plastic  and  fertilizer  are  in¬ 
cluded.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow  with 
their  own  water  supply.  You  can  receive  an 
air-freight  shipment  of  5  plants  with  reser¬ 
voirs  for  only  $29.95  postpaid  48  states 
(Alaska  Sc  Hawaii  add  $10).  Teas  catalog 
has  light  tubes,  potting  mixes,  pots,  wick- 
ing  and  Texas  hybridized  violets  plus  or¬ 
chids,  gingers,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 

CALL  1-800-446-7723,  Mon-Fri,  9-5pm 

Mention  this  ad  for  a  FREE  catalog! 


Teas  Nursery—  P.O.Box  #1603 
Bellaire.TX  77402-1603 
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MARIE’S  ADOPTABLE  VIOLETS  is  celebrating 
the  return  of  Spring . . .  with  the  release  of  eighteen  more 
beautiful  Wrangler  varieties. 

Also,  we  have  the  1992  releases  of  Hortense’s  Honeys 
(both  minis  &  trailers).  Many  old  and  new  varieties  of 
type  hybridizers  are  also  offered. 

Descriptive  brochure  $1.00  refundable  with  order. 

Marie  Beeman  189  Ballache  Ave. 

(707)  433-2669  U.S.A.  only  Healdsburg,  CA  95448 


Save  20  to  40%  on  Plant  Stands  (30  models),  Lamps  (20  kinds), 
Accessories,  Meters,  Timers  &  Plantlites 

3-SHELF.  4-FOOT  PLANT  STAND  (PICTURED)  FROM  $  140.00  (LESS  FIXTURES  S  WHEELS) 

(S)  MODEL  WONDER  GARDENS  HAVE  SLIDE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  FIXTURE 

(NO  CHAINS  OR  STRAPS)  FOR  EASY  ADJUSTMENT 
BA-3  FLORA  CART,  3-SHELF  (LESS  FIXTURES  &  WHEELS)  -  $247.00 
OTHER  PLANT  STANDS  FROM  $62.00  COMPLETE  WITH  FIXTURES  AND  LAMPS 
40  Watt  WS  (WIDE  SPECTRUM)  Lamps  ...  6  -  $25.73;  12  -  $45.02;  24  -  $83.62 
We  offer  8  NEW  PLANTUTES  with  wide  spacing  between  the  lamps.  All  plantlites  are  2“  deep.  2  lamp  Plantlites 
are  14”  wide  with  lamps  1 0-1/2"  apart.  4  lanrp  Plantlites  are  20"  wide  with  larrps  5-1/2"  apart.  Also  available  with 
Plus  or  Electronic  Ballasts  for  savings  of  22%  to  40%  in  Electricity.  Can  be  located  closer  to  the  plants  since  they 
run  cooler. 

All  Shipped  UPS.  Shipping  -  add  10%  FREECATALOa  VISA  &  MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 
Phone  (313)  426-9080  -  10:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Eastern 

INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  Detroit,  Ml  48240 


COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  *N  THINGS 

Ed  3  Lois  Holst 

P.O.  Box  4871  Macon,  GA  31208  (912)  743-4720 


THE  PERFECT  POT  FOR  YOUR  PLANTS!!  •  Premium  Quality!!!  Reasonably  Priced!!! 


SIZE 

10 

2S 

2  1/8“ 

.80 

1.75 

2  3/8“ 

.90 

2.00 

3" 

1.10 

2.50 

3  1/2" 

1.10 

2.50 

4" 

1.20 

2.75 

4  1/2" 

1.50 

3.50 

5" 

1.90 

4.50 

5*  BP 

2.10 

5.00 

5  1/2"  BP 

2.30 

5.50 

mPERth rivet 

1/2  oz. .... 

.  1, 

.79 

ROUND  AZALEA  POTS  &  BULB  PANS 


50 

100 

500 

3.00 

5.00 

20.00 

3.50 

8.00 

25.00 

4.50 

8.00 

35.00 

4.50 

8.00 

35.00 

5.00 

9.00 

40.00 

6.50 

12.00 

55.00 

8.50 

16.00 

75.00 

9.50 

18.00 

85.00 

10.50 

20.00 

95.00 

WRITE  FOR  OUR 

CASE  PRICES  * 

Colors 

Terra  Cotta,  White 
Terra  Cotta,  White 
Green 
Green 

Green,  White 
Green,  White 
Green,  White 
Green,  Whit© 
Terra  Gotta 


20-20-20  with  Chelated  Iron, 
Zinc  &  B-1  ..  8-oz.  2.50 
SUPER  BLOOM  12-55-6  -  A 
Real  Bloom  Booster! 

8-oz.  2.50 


Whitmire  PT  1300  Direct  Spray  Insecticide....... . .  18-oz.  8,95 

Whitmire  PT2000  'Green  Shield'  Algicide. ........... .........16-oz.  5.99 


SHIPPING:  Add  $3.50  or  10%  cost  of  order,  whichever  is  greater. 
GEORGIA  RESIDENTS  ADD  5%  STATE  TAX  TO  COST  OF  ORDER. 

Send  self-addressed  stamped  envelope  for  free  price  list. 
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SOIL  •  SUPPLIES  •  VIOLETS  •  1000s  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

African  Violets  by  Grace 

3418  Urban  Drive,  Garland,  TX  75041 
Grace  Davis 
214=278-0389 
By  Appointment  Only 


<±> 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 
5  SIZES 

6”  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

9'*  &  12’*  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

15”  &  18”  fits  up  to  8”  pot 

made  of  !eaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope  for 
price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

ROUTE  4  BOX  309-1 
PRYOR,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 


/ 

FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 

FEATURES 

ALYCE  DROEGE 


\ 


BEST  VARIETIES 


SPECIALIZING  IN  PROVEN  SHOW  STOCK 
STANDARDS  EPISCIAS 

MINIS  SINNINGIAS 

TRAILERS  STREPTOCARPUS 

CHIMERAS  CHIRITAS 


LEADING  HYBRIDIZERS 


STARTER  PLANTS  -LEAVES 
STOLONS-SUPPLIES-SOIL 
POTSSPRAYS 
GIFT  CERTIFICATAES 
CATALOGUE  $1.00 


155  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND, FL.3275  I 
407-339-5533 
MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-6 

I-800-77I-0899 


s  Mini-o-Cets 

“UNUSUAL  SHOW  QUALITY  AFRICAN  VIOLETS” 

15  SHOW-STOPPERS  FOR  1992: 

ROB’S  SUNSPOT:  masses  of  huge  dbl.  white  and  bright  red 
stars  on  perfect,  small,  semimini  foliage:  best  new  intro  at 
1991  AVSA 

ROB’S  DENIM  DEMON:  halo  of  dk.  denim-blue  dbis.  over  great 
glossy  tan  and  green  Ch.  var.  semimini  foliage;  3rd  best 
new  intro  at  1991  AVSA 

**** 

ROB’S  ANGELIE:  dbl.  fringed  white  w/rose-pink  shadings  on 

edges:  very  heavy  blooming  mini 
ROB’S  COOKIE  MONSTER:  single  white  pansies,  splashed 
pink  purple:  very  prolific  semimini 
ROB’S  GAL  VIKKI:  large  dbl.  white  w/edges  of  dark  rose,  lightly 
speckled  purple;  wonderful  small  semimini 
ROB’S  JEE  JIM:  sdbl.  mauve-purple  two-tone,  often  thin  ge¬ 
neva  edge;  great  var.  girl  foliage;  small  semimini 
ROB’S  PINK  FIZZ:  unique  sdbl.  deep  pink,  sparkling  w/tiny 
dots  of  dk.  rose;  great  TL  var.  semimini 
ROB’S  PUDDY  CAT :  lovely  frilled  dbl.  cream  over  dark,  heavily 
serrated  foL;  prolific  small  semimini 
ROB’S  SWEET  DREAMS:  loads  of  sdbl.  peach-pink  blooms 
over  very  dark,  glossy  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  TWEETY  BIRD:  sdbl.  rose-lavender  pansies  w/purple 
fantasy:  dark  TL  var.  fol.;  semimini 
ROB’S  TWINKLE  TOES:  sdbl.  mauve,  often  w/darker  ti^; 

dark,  TL  var.  foliage;  great  blooming  semimini 
ROB’S  WHITE  OUT:  mounds  of  huge  dbl.  white  stars  com¬ 
pletely  cover  tiny  foL;  tremendous  mini 
ROB’S  WOW  WEE:  large  sdbl.  white  stars  w/heavy  rays  of  dk. 
blue;  eye-catching  semimini 

ROB’S  LUCKY  STROKE:  sdbl.  white  and  deep  pink  pinwheel 
over  med.  green  fol.;  semimini  chimera  ($12) 

ROB’S  WHAT  EVER:  sdbl.  dk.  red  w/white  side  stripes;  darK 
serrated  fol.;  semimini  chimera  ($12) 

ALSO,  latest  varieties  from  Pittman,  Champion,  Smith,  other 
leading  hybridizers  and  a  selection  of  trailing  varieties. 

STREPTOCARPUS  by  Jonathan  Ford: 

BLACK  GARDENIA:  dbl.  dark  purple-black;  small,  compact 
grower  and  heavy  bloomer 

KING’S  CLOAK:  nearly  black  lower  lobes,  silver  upper  lobes  w/ 
purple  tips;  stunning 

SEASHELL  PINK:  lovely  pastel  pink  w/large  yellow  throat 

Plus ...  dozens  of  other  beauties,  including  double-blossomed 

varieties.  They  bloom  year  ’round  and  are  very  tolerant  of 
adverse  growing  conditions. 

PRICES:  Plants  -  $3.25  each  Leaves  -  $1 .25  each 

Please  add  $5  for  postage  and  packing 

FOR  FREE  CATALOG,  SEND  SASE 
Also  shipping  wholesale,  project  plants  at  discount  prices. 
Shipping  begins  May  1,  earlier  to  warmer  climates. 

Dr.  Ralph  Robinson  (Rob)  71 6-695-331 5 

P.  0.  Box  243,  Tonawanda,  New  York  14151 
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INTRODUCING  24  HOUR 
BLOSSUM  THRIP  PROTECTION 


AIR  GUARD 


SPECIAL 

20% 

Discount 

Until 

4-30-92 


Air  Guard  Mister . 

1  Refili  +  Battery . 

Total 

Less  Introductory 
20%  Discount . . . 

Your  Price . . . 

PlusS&H  . . . . 

TOTAL 

•  EPA  Approved 

•  Approved  for  Greenhouses  &  homes 

•  Safe  around  Humans  &  Pets 

•  Each  unit  protects  an  area  of  6,000  cu.  ft. 

•  Easy  to  change  refills 

•  No  Mixing  —  No  Mess 

•  Unit  Guaranteed  2  years. 

WE  ACCEPT: 

•  VISA  •  MASTERCARD  •  CHECK  •  C.O.D. 
We  carry  a  complete  line  of  AIR  GUARD 
Fresheners  and  Konk  1  refills. 

Ask  about  our  case  quantity  discounts. 

Call  R  8c  M  MARKETING  TOLL  FREE 
1-800-628-7387 

R&M  MARKETING 


225  F  HORIZON  DRIVE,  SUWANEE,  GA.  30174 


44.95 

8.95 

53.90 

10.90 

43.00 

..3.00 

46.00 


STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


SUPPLIES 


STREPS 
&  OTHER 
COMPANION 
PLANTS 


$1 .50  Refundable  List  Price 

419-875-5194  ^  14240  Mohler  Road 

By  Appt.  Only  Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


Choose  from  seven  models  of  plant  stands. 

Send  for  free  color  catalog  on  African  violets  &  supplies. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 
2714  Minert  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


AV  WORLD'S 
BEST  SELLER 

Thanks  to  "G-T-S"  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  "If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.L,  Horne 

(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturizing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated— 112  pages 
X  11  paperback 


A1.95 


usa  /Canada 
$1.50  p&h 
calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage:  $7.50 
air  mail, or  $2.  50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-  A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

AVE  ^1.95 
PER  BOOK! 

10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa /can  p&h  7  SC 
each  (save  75C  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20ea.  surface. 
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AN  EXCLUSIVE  OFFERING 

OF  NEW  VARIETIES  CREATED  BY 

THE  LATE  BILL  JOHNSON,  MASTER  HYBRIDIZER 
'^Superior  violets  expressly  for  you!" 

These  outstanding  varieii^  are  among  the  last  created  fey  the  late  Bill  Johnson,  exclusively  for  \he  discriminating  '"hobby''  grower  seddng 
the  ultimate  in  symmetry,  dependability,  and  a  large,  enduring  bloom  count;  easily  grown,  sturdy  plants  that  make  spectacular  displays  for  bo^ 
show  and  home  enjoyment.  Best  known  for  his  "Nortex"  series  and  bdovai  by  molet  enthusiasts  throughout  the  world,  Bill's  gift  of  titese  final, 
exceptional  "hobby"  varieties  is  an  everlasting  memorial  to  his  expertise  and  love  for  African  violets. 

BERRY  HAPPY  “Joyful,  single  to  samidouble  bright  raspberry  and  white  bi-color  pansies  bloom  in  varying  patterns.  Frequently  bibbed  and 
edged  with  white,  with  deeper  eyes  winking  happily,  the  petals  often  display  veined  accents  in  raspberry.  Standard  foliage  forms  a  fiat, 
overlapping  rosette  of  medium  green  to  surround  the  large  floral  bouquet. 

CORAL  MAGIC  -  Deep  coral-red  single  to  semidoubles  mound  like  hot  coals  that  magically  glow  with  a  richness  of  color  in  this  heavy 
blooming  variety.  The  long  lasting  mass  of  flowers  is  stunning  above  deep,  dark  green,  flat  tailored  foliage  with  excellent  symmetry. 
CRESTED  WAVE  ■  Large,  frothy,  pure  white  single  to  semidouble  blossoms,  their  waved  edges  crested  in  royal  blue-purple  rise  high  above 
a  sea  of  medium  green,  scalloped,  lightly  quilted  and  show-perfect  standard  foliage.  Crisply  refreshing  as  a  frolic  in  the  surfi 
DREAMSCAPE  •  Dreamy,  softly  waved  single  and  semidouble  stars  shade  from  pale  centers  to  light  blue-orchid,  with  petals  outlined  in 
moon-bright  white.  The  exceptionally  large  bouquet  of  bloom  is  held  high  on  sturdy  stalks  above  flat,  tailored,  medium  green  leaves 
that  are  pointed  and  somewhat  narrow. 

GRAND  MASTER  •  Incredible  raspberry  edges  decorate  the  medium  blue  stick-tite  single  stars  that  adorn  the  flat,  tailored,  medium  green 
leaves  of  this  show-quality  variety.  The  amount  of  edging  may  be  variable  under  different  growing  conditions.  We  will  try  to  ship  this 
variety  either  in  bloom  or  after  having  proven  true,  but  cannot  guarantee  the  stability  of  the  edges.  An  exciting  new  a)lor  combination, 
well  worth  trying. 

INTERNATIONAL  •  Dark,  tailored,  perfectly  formed  show  foliage,  lighted  with  a  gorgeous  sheen,  in  an  outstanding  contrast  to  the  great 
bloom  clusters  of  open-faced,  smooth  edged,  single  to  semidouble  pansies  of  delectable  light  pink,  stunningly  trimmed  with  broad,  bright 
raspberry  edges.  A  variety  sure  to  gain  international  acdaimi 

MIDNIGHT  FLAME  ■  Unique  coloration  lights  the  way  in  these  medium-to-dark  purple  semidouble  pansies  whose  raspberiy  edges  glow 
like  an  eternal  flame  above  a  bed  of  dark  green,  flat  foliage  with  wonderful  symmetry.  This  variety,  too,  we  will  try  to  ship  in  bloom  as 
the  edge  coloring  can  be  variable. 

MIGHTY  FINE  •  Exceptional  substance  marks  the  medium  sized,  long  lasting  blossoms  on  these  mighty  fine  plants  whose  semidouble  white 
pansies  are  delicately  edged  in  red.  The  delightful  bouquet  of  bloom  is  held  sturdily  aloft  over  broad,  robust  show  foliage  of  light  green. 
SHAN  (Miniature)  -  Bill  was  so  delighted  with  this  adorable  miniature  that  he  named  it  in  honor  of  his  beloved  granddaughter.  The  abundant 
blossoms  are  doubles,  dark  blue-purple,  with  perky  geneva  edges.  So  pretty  as  they  sparkle  high  above  their  small  rosette  of  black- 
green,  pointed  leaves. 

SIMPLY  ROMANTIC  ■  The  romance  of  violets  is  personified  in  this  variety  whose  large,  fluted,  light  rose-pink  stick-tite  stars  grace  this 
delightful  creation.  The  wonderful  form  of  both  the  broad,  light  green  foliage  and  the  prolific  blooms  shows  great  vigor. 

TRIBUTE  •  A  most  fitting  tribute  to  its  master  hybridizer,  this  glorious  hybrid  displays  its  heavy  clusters  of  blossoms  in  shades  of  blue, 
lavender,  and  purple.  Strong,  beautifully  shaped,  pointed  leaves  of  black-green  set  off  the  eye-catching  splendor  of  the  flowers. 

**  Plants,  $4.50  each  -  minimum,  3  plants  ** 

(Leaves  will  not  be  available  until  late  summer.  $2.00  each) 

PACKING  AND  SHIPPING;  $5.50  regular  UPS  (ground  service);  $9.50  for  UPS  2nd  day  air  OR  Priority  Mail 
Add  to  all  orders;  $.50  per  plant  after  the  first  4  plants.  ^Wisconsin  residents  add  5-1/2%  sales  tax  to  total  of  plants 
and  shipping*  Canadian  and  overseas  customers  please  inquire  about  shipping  costs.  Please  note:  UPS  2nd  day 
air  or  Priority  Mail  is  strong Iv  recommended  for  delivery  to  all  areas  beyond  neighboring  states  of  Wisconsin. 
Should  you  nof  choose  either  of  these  two  options,  we  assume  n£  responsibility  for  any  damage  to  the 
plants  and/or  leaves  due  to  weather/temperature  extremes. 

SHIPPING  OF  STARTER  PLANTS  &  LEAVES  WILL  BEGIN  ABOUT  MAY  1,  WEATHER  PERMITTING. 

Send  for  my  1992  catalog  listing  hundreds 
of  outstanding  varieties  of  new  releases  &  older  favorites  from: 

*BLANSIT*BOONE*BRYANT*BURNS*CHAMPION*R.COX*CROTEAU*DOMIANO*FREDETTE* 
GRANGER/EYERDOM*LYON/SORANO*MAAS*MUNK’S  “Apaches”*NESS*PITTMAN* 
ROBINSON*SMITH*S  "Wrangler’s”*STORK‘TREMBLAY*WASMUND’S  “Rainbow’s”*SANDRA  WILLIAMS 
and  many  other  top  American  and  Canadian  hybridizers. 

Catalog,  $2.00  -  Canadian  and  overseas  mailing,  $3.50  - 
All  varieties  are  fully  described  and  indexed,  with  registration  number^  listed. 

****WE  TAKE  PRIDE  IN  OUR  EXPERT  WRAPPING  AND  PACKING*** **** 

GENOLA  B.  COX  VISIT  MY  "GROWING’'  FAMIL  Y  IN  THE 

1 440-41  Everett  Road  BEAUTIFUL  NORTHWOODS  OF  WISCONSIN. 

Eagle  River,  Wisconsi n  54521  OPEN  TUESDA  Y  THROUGH  SA TURDA  Y  10- 4 

Tel :  (7 1 5)  479-3099  CLOSED  SUNDA  YS  AND  MONDA  YS 


TINARI’S  CENTENNIAL  SERIES  TO  CELEBRATE 


Discovery  of  the  African  Violet  — 1892  - 1992 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  ..  Semidouble  satiny  ruffled  edge  open  blossom  of  fuchsia  mauve  color,  very  floriferous,  slightly  quilted 
foliage,  red  reverse ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  FLARE ..  Full  double  burgundy  blossom,  serrated  edge  interesting  heart-shaped  leaf  red  reverse ...  $2.95 
CENTENNIAL  PURPLE ...  Large  semidouble  deep  purple  blossom  ruffled  edge,  heart-shaped  medium  green  leaf  with  red  reverse ...  $2.95 
CENTENNIAL  SALUTE ..  Large  single  open  white  blossom  with  center  tuft  and  top  blossoms  of  soft  lavender  with  tinted  ruffled  blossom 
edges ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  SPARKLER ..  Single  sparkling  iridescent  pink  blossom,  deeper  pink  center,  floriferous,  dark  forest  green  foliage  with  deep 
red  reverse. 

CENTENNIAL  THUNDER ..  Large  white  single  blossom  with  tinted  lavender  ring  in  center  and  on  the  ruffled  edges,  beautiful  heart-shape 

medium  green  leaf,  satiny  white  reverse ...  $2.95 

CONCERTO  SERIES  SELECTION  AT  $2.49  each  ...  ALLEGRETTO,  ANDANTE,  CRESCENDO,  FORTE,  FORTISSIMO,  LARGO,  PAS- 
SIONATO,  POMPOSO,  VIBRATO 

FASCINATING  UNUSUAL  TYPES  ...  $3.95  each  ...  FICKLE  FLIRT  and  KERMIT 

CHOICE  SELECTION  AT  $2.95  each  HALLMARK,  PETTICOAT,  RADIANT,  TOMAHAWK,  DIZZY  LIZZY  (min),  LOVEBUG  (min),  PARTY 
LACE  (min) 

A  CRESCENDO  OF  COLORS  at  $2.49  each  ...  CORAL  CLOUD,  CRYSTAL  PLUM,  FANTASY  FORTY.  FANTASY  FROLIC,  FANTASY 
JEWEL,  FANTASY  SUNSET,  FRECKLED  STAR. 

RADIANT  AND  REASONABLY  PRICED  AT  $1 .95  EACH ...  ANGEL  LACE,  ANNE’S  FAVORITE  SPORT,  AZURE  BLUE,  BANGLE  BLUE, 
BELLISSIMA,  BILLY  PENN,  BRANDYWINE,  CAMELOT  PINK,  CORAL  GLOW,  CORAL  MOON,  CORAL  STAR,  CORALETTE,  DARK 
SENSATION,  DAZZLER,  FIREBIRD,  FIREWALKER,  GENESSEE  SILHOUETTE,  GRAND  DUCHESS,  MARY  ALICE,  MORNING  HAZE, 
MORNING  THUNDER,  MS  PHILADELPHIA,  NESS’S  SIZZLIN  PINK,  ORCHID  ORBIT,  PENNSYLVANIA  PURPLE,  PINK  CAMEO,  PINK 
FAWN,  PINK  HILL,  PINK  VERONA.  PINK  WIZ,  REDDY,  SEA  DRIFT.  SNOWKIST  HAVEN,  STAR  WARS,  TIPT,  WHITE  CAMEO,  WHITE 
DISCO.  WINO,  WISTERIA,  WONDERLAND. 

VARIEGATED  VARIETIES  AT  S1.95  each  ...  BLUE  ZEPHYR,  CELESTE,  LILIAN  JARRETT,  NANCY  REAGAN,  TIGER,  TOMMIE  LOU. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  AT  $1 .95  each ...  BABY  DEAR.  CORAL  KIHY,  FANTASY  TOYUND,  LIHLE  PRO,  MiDGET  BON  BON, 
SNUGGLES  CLOWN,  TAFFY,  TOYLAND. 

TRAILER  TYPES  AT  $1.95  each  ...  CRAFTY  FARMER,  ROYAL  BLUE  TRAILER,  SKY  TRAILER,  SWEETHEART  TRAILER. 

SEMIMINIATURE  TRAILERS  AT  $1.95  each  ...  FALLING  SNOW,' FANCY  TRAIL,  NANCY  HAYES,  PIXIE  BLUE,  ROSINA,  STICKY 
WICKET 

SEND  500  FOR  1 992  COLOR  CATALOG  including  variegated,  miniature,  semiminiature,  trailing,  Optimara  standard  and  micromini  types. 
Ceramic  pots,  Dandy  pots,  books  and  other  accessories. 

PACKING  AND  POSTAL  COSTS:  First  number  in  your  zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use. 

Zone  0-1-2 . . . . . . . . . ..$3.95  per  shipment  CA  and  all  customers  West  of  MS  are  served  best  by  UPS  2nd  Day  Air. 

Zone  3-4-5  . . . .....$4.50  per  shipment  Please  include  an  additional  50® 

Zone  6-7-8-9 . . . . . .  $4.95  per  shipment  per  plant  over  postage  stated  for  this  service. 


REMEMBER  TO  RENEW  YOUR  AVSA  MEMBERSHIP! 


DEPT  AV 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
b  SmCE  1947 
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Strictly  Business  —  Your  Business 

INFORMATION  FOR  CONDUCTING  BUSINESS  WITH  YOUR  SOCIETY  TO  ENSURE  GOOD  SERVICE.  IF  YOU  HAVE  MORE  THAN 
ONE  ITEM,  SEND  EACH  ITEM  TO  THE  CORRECT  PERSON.  ALWAYS  GIVE  YOUR  NAME  AND  ADDRESS. 


MEMBERSHIP 

Send  check  payable  to  AVSA  for  new  or  renewable  membership  to 
AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704  -  phone  409-839- 
4725.  Life  -  $200;  Commercial  USA  -  $25,  Commercial  International 

-  $27;  Individual  -  $15.00,  US  A  only.  All  other  countries  $17.00.  Remit 
in  U.S.  Dollars  with  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  Bank.  See 
Membership  Application  on  page  1. 

AFFILIATES:  Chapter  -  $15.00;  Council,  State  or  Region  -  $30.  Please 
complete  the  form  received  with  your  renewal  notice  and  return  to  AVSA 
office  with  affiliate  dues  check.. 

MEMBERSHIP  AND  PROMOTION;  Send  ideas,  offers  to  help, 
requests  for  assistance  to  Anne  Tinari,  2325  Valley  Rd.,  Box  1^, 
Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

AFFILIATES:  For  information  on  shows,  awards,  how  to  organize 
a  chapter  or  membership  questions,  write  Irene  Merrcll,  W  283 
Hillendale  Dr.,  Oconomowoc,  WI 53066. 

AVSA  OFFICE:  Nancy  Lawrence,  Office  Manager,  P.  O.  Box  3609, 
Beaumont,  TX  77704, 409-839-4725;  FAX  409-839-4329.  Hours:  Mon¬ 
day  -  Friday,  9:00  a.m.  -  5:30  p.m.  CST. 

BEST  VARIETIES:  HONOR  ROLL  COMPILER:  Hoyd  Lawson, 
1100  W.  Huntington  Drive,  Arcadia,  CA  91007. 

BINDERS  FOR  AVMs:  $14.50  each  or  2  for  $28.00. 

SLIP  CASE  BOXES  FOR  AVMs:  $12.50  each  or  2  for  $24.00. 
BOOSTER  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Ruth  Warren,  P.  O.  Box 
3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722. 

BOYCE  EDENS  RESEARCH  FUND:  Send  contributions  (dub  or 
individual)  to  Marlene  Buck,  P.  O.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075. 
BUILDING  FUND:  Send  contributions  to  Anne  Jantzen,  2^5  Ka¬ 
trina  Way,  Mountain  View,  CA  94040. 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES;  David  Buttram,  P.  O.  Box  193,  Inde¬ 
pendence,  MO  64051. 

COMMERCIAL  SALES  &  EXHIBITS:  For  information  on  conven¬ 
tion  entries  or  sales  room,  contact  J.  R.  Pittman,  12406  Alexandria, 
San  Antonio,  TX  78233. 

CONVENTION  AWARDS:  Jan.  issue.  Send  suggestions  or  contri¬ 
butions  for  convention  awards  to  fether  Edwards  Wells,  948  Fair 
Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068  by  Sept.  1. 

CONVENTION  PROGRAM:  Jan.  issue.  Send  special  requests  for 
workshop  programs;  suggest  names  of  interesting  speakers  to 
DoDe  Whitaker,  Convention  Director,  2085  Leeward  Lane,  Merritt 
Island,  FL  32953.  If  interested  in  sponsoring  a  national  convention  in 
your  area,  contact  Convention  E)irector. 

FUTURE  CONVENTIONDATES:  Lancaster, Pennsylvania- April 
1 9 -  24, 1 993;  Denver,  Colorado  -  May  23  -  28, 1 994;  St .  Louis,  M issou  ri 

-  May  22-27, 1995;  Atlanta,  Georgia  -  May  23-27, 1996 
CULTURE  FOLDERS  (postpaid):  100  to  400  -  $7.50  per  100;  500  to 
900  -  $5.50  per  100;  1000  and  over  -  $4.25  per  100 

SHORT  VERSION  OF  CULTURE  FOLDER  (pc^tpaid): 

1,000  to  4,000  -  $17.50  per  1,000;  5,000  to  9,000  -  $15.00  per  1,000; 
10,000  and  over  -  $14.00  -  per  1,000 


HANDBOOK  FOR  AFRICAN  VIOLET  GROWERS, 
EXHIBITORS  AND  JUDGES:  Additional  revised  pages  for 
the  1990  and  1992  Handbook  were  made  at  Columbus 
Convention  and  will  be  available  by  July  1, 1992. 

REVISED  PAGES  for  1990  Handbook  -  $4.00 
REVISED  PAGES  for  1992  Handbook  -  $1.50 
HANDBOOK  -  $9.95 

IMPORTANT:  When  ordering  revised  pages,  indicate  if 
you  have  the  1990  or  1992  Handbook. 


JUDGES  DUPLICATE  CARD:  Send  self-addressed  stamped  enve¬ 
lope  to  Bill  Foster,  3610  Gray  Dr.,  Mesquite,  TX  75150. 

JUDGING  SCHOOL:  To  register  a  judging  school,  send  request  to 
Elinor  Skelton,  3910  Larch  wood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 


LIBRARY:  Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  packets  from  AVSA 
Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704.  List  in  July  issue.  If  you 
have  ideas  for  a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate,  write  Ralph 
Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos,  Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277. 
MAGAZINE:  Copyrighted  1992,  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America,  Inc,  all  rights  reserved.  Reproduction  in  whole  or  in 
part  without  written  permission  is  prohibited.  All  articles  are 
property  of  AVSA  and  must  not  be  reprinted  without  editoris  per¬ 
mission. 

A VM  EDITOR:  Jane  Birge,  P.  O.  Box  1401,  Beaumont,  Texas  77704; 
FAX  409-839-4329. 

ARTICLES  by  Members  &  Columnists:  Send  to  Editor. 
COMING  EVENT  NOTICES:  Send  to  Editor. 


“^Please  Note;  Deadlines  -  Articles,  Columnists  &  Com¬ 
ing  Events:  Jan.  issue  -  Oct.  1;  Mar.  issue  -  Dec.  1;  May  issue 
-  F’eb.  1;  July  issue  -  Apr.  1;  Sept,  issue  -  June  1;  Nov.  issue  - 
Aug.  1. 


ADVERTISING  MANAGER:  Advertising  rates  &  copy  info: 
Meredith  HaU,  922  E.  14th  St.,  Houston,  TX  77009,  713-869-0102. 


ADVERTISING  Deadlines:  Jan.  issue  -  Nov.  1;  Mar.  issue 
-Jan.  l;May  issue -Mar.  l;July  issue  -  May  1;  Sept,  issue - 
July  1;  Nov.  issue  -  Sept.  1.  ONLY  currently  paid  Commer¬ 
cial  Members  may  advertise. 


SHOW  TALK  (Winners) :  Send  to  Darryl  Hoover,  912  S.  Highland 
Ave.,  Fullerton,  CA  92632 

BACK  ISSUES:  Complete  your  set  now.  Request  price  list  of 
available  issues  from  Beaumont  office. 

CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS:  Send  new  address  atleast  30  days  before 
it  is  to  take  effect,  along  with  old  address,  to  AVSA  office. 
FAILURE  TO  RECEIVE:  Notify  AVSA  office  in  Beaumont. 
QUESTION  BOX:  Jim  Smith,  489  Linwood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  NY 
14209. 


MASTER  VARIETY  LIST:  Number  5  (1990)  $12.95  post¬ 
paid.  Describes  all  varieties  registered  to  December  1990  - 
all  recognized  species,  and  non-registered  cultivars  intro¬ 
duced  from  July  1983  to  December  1990.  MVL  is  looseleaf 
and  requires  BINDER.  Order  both  from  Beaumont  office.- 
MVL  BINDER:  3-rmg,  two  pockets,  deep  burgundy  -  $6.95 
MVL  SUPPLEMENTS:  will  be  published  in  the  AVM.  Send 
any  correction  and/or  description  of  new  cultivars  with 
hybridizer's  name  to  Lynn  Lombard,  Master  Variety  List 
Chairman,  1407  Calle  Espana,  San  Dimas,  CA  91773.  Back 
supplements  (1984  to  1989)  available  from  AVSA  Office  for 
$1.50  each. 

MVL  COMPUTER  DISKETTES:  1990  MVL  -  $25.00. 
Updates  (when  available)  -  $25.00.  For  computer  compati¬ 
bility  requirements,  please  write  Beaumont  office. 


MEMBERSHIP  CARDS:  Sent  to  Associate  Members  and  New 
Members,  only.  Members  renewing,  receive  card  on  white  protec¬ 
tive  cover  of  AVM. 

OFFICIAL  CORRESPONDENCE;  AVSA  Secretary,  Mrs.  Janet  T. 
Riemer,  256  Pennington-Harbourton  Rd.,  Pennington,  NJ  08534. 
PLANT  REGISTRATION:  Iris  Keating,  149  Loretto  Court,  Qare- 
mont,CA  91711. 

RESEARCH:  Send  suggested  projects  for  scientific  research,  or 
names  of  interested,  qualified  potential  research  personnel  to  Frank 
Tinari,  2325  VaUey  Road,  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA  19006. 

SHOW  ENTRY  TAGS:  100  -  $6.00  ppd.  Order  from  AVSA  Office. 


The  African  Violet  Magazine  (ISSN  0002-0265)  is  published  six  (6)  times  a  year:  January,  March,  May,  July,  September,  November. 
Second  class  postage  is  paid  by  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  a  nonprofit  organization,  at  2375  North  Street, 
Beaumont,  TX  77702  and  at  additional  mailing  offices.  Subscription  $15.00  per  year  which  is  included  in  memberehip  dues. 

Copyright  1992  The  African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc. 


POSTMASTER:  Please  send  change  of  address  form  3579 
to  African  Violet  Magazine,  P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704» 
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Every  attempt  is  made  to  keep  articles  technically  correct.  Since  the  growing  of  fine  African  violets 
can  be  achieved  in  many  ways^  the  methods  and  opinions  expressed  by  writers  are  their  own 
and  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  opinion  of  AVSA. 


ON  THE  COVER  •—  Optimara®  Harlequin,  a  blue  ribbon  winner  grown  by  Carroll  Gealy  of 
Westlake  Village,  CA,  at  the  1991  AVSA  Convention/Show  in  Santa  Clara,  CA. 

(Cover  photo  by  Ernest  Braun,  Photographer,  San  Francisco) 
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Application  for  Membership  Recommended  by: _ Membership  # 

African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc 

P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704  - - 

Membership  runs  one  year  from  date  paid  and  includes  6  issues  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine.  Check  membership  desired. 


.Individual  Membership  USA  ($15.00) 

.Associate  Member  USA  ($7,50-No  magazine) 
.International  Membership  ($17.00) 

.International  Associate  ($7.75-No  magazine) 

.Commercial  USA  ($25.00) _ Int'.l  ($27.00) 

.Affiliated  Chapter  USA  ($15.00)__ _ Int'l.  ($17.00) 

.Affiliated  State,  Regional  and  Council  ($30.00) 

.Life  ($200.00) _ Library  ($15.00) 

.Dues  Enclosed 


(Please  type  or  print) 


Name _ 

Ad  d  ress _ 

City _ 

State _ Zip. 


Make  checks  payable  to  AVSA,  Inc.  INTERNATIONAL  APPLICANTS;  _ ^New  Member  _ Renewal 

please  remit  in  US$  with  a  draft  or  check  on  a  New  York,  USA  bank. 


AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  May /June  1992  1 


The  Official  Publication  of 
The  African  Violet  Society 
of  America,  Inc., 
a  nonprofit  organization 

OFFICERS: 

A.  CHARLES  BOLLAR,  President 
F32030P.  O.  Box  44209 
Cincinnati,  OH  45244 
MRS.  J.  R.  PITTMAN, 

1st  Vice  President 
12406  Alexandria 
San  Antonio,  TX  78233 
L.  T.  OZIO,  JR.,  2nd  Vice  President 
1009  Ditch  Ave. 

Morgan  City,  LA  70380 
ESTHER  EDWARDS  WELLS, 

3rd  Vice  President 

948  Fair  Oaks  Court,  Liberty,  MO  64068 
MRS.  JANET  T.  RIEMER,  Secretary 
256  Penn.-Harbourton  Rd. 

Pennington,  NJ  08534 
WYNNE  VOORHEES,  Treasurer 
857  Fillmore  Ave. 

New  Orleans,  LA  70124 
IMMEDIATE  PAST  PRESIDENT 
MARY  BOLAND 
6415  Wilcox  Court 
Alexandria,  VA  22310 
EDITOR  EMERITUS 
MRS.  GRACE  FOOTE 
211  Allien  Place,  Port  Arthur,  TX  77642 
STAFF 

JANE  BIRGE,  Editor 

P.O.  Box  1401,  Beaumont,  TX  77704 

MRS.  MEREDITH  HALL,  Adv.  Mgr. 

922  East  14th  St.,  Houston,  TX  77009 
NANCY  LAWRENCE,  Office  Manager 
P.  O.  Box  3609,  Beaumont,  TX  77704 
JANE  REXILIUS,  Publications  Chairman 
5^4  Yarwell,  Houston,  TX  77096 
COLUMNISTS:  David  Buttram,  Kent  & 
Joyce  Stork,  Darryl  Hoover,  Ralph  Breden, 
Anne  Jantzen,  Irene  Merrell,  Florence  Nay¬ 
lor,  Ruth  Warren,  Bill  Foster,  Jim  Smith, 
Nancy  Lawrence,  Georgene  Albrecht,  Mar¬ 
lene  Buck,  Iris  Keating,  Irene  Fredette. 
BEST  VARIETIES,  HONOR  ROLL: 

Floyd  Lawson,  1100  W.  Huntington  Dr., 
Arcadia,  CA  91006 
TALLY  TIME: 

Anna  Jean  Landgren,  2450  Iroquois  Rd., 
Wilmette,  IL  60091 

PUBLISHER:  Publishing  Today,  P.  O.  Box 
1401,Beaumont,  TX  77704 


A 

64.  African  Violet  Shop 

69.  Aliceas  Violet  Room 
71.  AFs  Violets 

64.  A-MI  Violettes 

70.  American  Gloxinia 
&  Gesneriad  Society 

65.  AV  Enterprises  Press 

B 

67.  Big  Sky  Violets 

69.  Bluebird  Greenhouses 

C 

63.  Cape  Cod  Violetry 

70.  Chatter 

65.  Country  Road  Violets 
70.  The  Cryptanthus  Society 

D 

64.  Direct  Persuasions 

F 

61.  Fischer 

61.  Rorals  of  Fredericks 

H 

60.  HousePlant  Magazine 

I 

62.  Indoor  Gardening  Supplies 
67.  Innis  Violets 

J 

64.  JF  Industries 
69.  JoS  Violets 

L 

67.  Les  Violettes  Natalia 

69.  Lyndon  Lyon  Greenhouses 

M 

68.  Midland  Violets 


O 

70.  Orchid  Society 

P 

62.  Patches  &  Pots 

67.  Plant  Collectibles 

72.  Planters  International 

71.  Pleasant  Hill  African  Violets 

R 

72.  R  &  M  Marketing 

69.  Rice^'s  Hybrid  Violets 

71.  Rob's  Mini-o-lets 

S 

70.  Schultz 

62.  Shirley's  House  of  Violets 

69.  Sonja's  Violets 

64.  Sudbury 

T 

61.  Teas  Nursery 

Back  Cover  -  Tinari  Greenhouses 

65.  Top  Source 

68.  Travis' Violets 

V 

71.  Violet  Creations 

66.  The  Violet  Express 
Inside  Back  Cover 

-  The  Violet  House 
68.  Violet  Showcase 
68.  Violets  By  Appointment 

70.  Violets  Plus 

72.  Volkmann  Brothers 
70.  Volkmann  Gardens 

Z 

67.  Zaca  Vista  Nursery 


ADVERTISER 'S  INDEX 


Trouble  with  an  advertiser?  Write  your  AV  Advertising  Manager  giving  complete  details. 
While  AVSA  cannot  assume  responsibility  for  advertisers,  we  try  to  help  resolve  the  problem. 
If  an  advertiser  is  found  irresponsible,  they  will  be  refused  future  ads. 


2  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  May /June  1992 


^rom  the 
President 's  CDesli, 

Thank  you  for  re-electing  me  for  a  second  term  as  your  president.  It  is  a  pleasure 
and  an  honor  to  serve  AVSA  and  I  assure  you  that  I  will  do  my  utmost  to  justify  your 
decision. 

On  behalf  of  the  AVSA  members,  I  would  like  to  extend  our  congratulations  on 
a  job  well  done  at  our  Columbus,  Ohio  convention,  to: 

Linda  Owens,  Convention  Chairman 

Emilie  Savage  and  Ann  Miller,  Vice  Convention  Chairmen 

Thelma  Miller,  Show  Chairman 

Mary  Martin,  Vice  Show  Chairman 

and  to  all  the  many  others  that  participated  and  donated  their  time  in  making  this 
another  successful  AVSA  convention  —  our  sincere  thanks. 

If  you  were  unable  to  attend  the  Columbus  convention  and  the  AmeriFlora  '92, 
let  me  assure  you  they  were  outstanding.  We  had  yellow  violets,  a  beautiful  show, 
informative  workshops,  wonderful  banquets,  entertainment  galore  and  of  course, 
and  best  of  all,  good  friends. 

It  was  all  there.  The  AmeriFlora  '92  will  be  going  on  until  October  12, 1992,  so 
if  you're  in  the  area  —  IT'S  A  MUST! 

While  I  was  at  the  AVSA  Office  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  I  had  the  privilege  of 
renewing  an  old  acquaintance  with  someone  I  hadn't  seen  in  years,  Grace  Foote, 
former  editor  of  the  AVM.  Gus  Becker  (former  printer  of  the  AVM)  and  his  wife, 
Maxine,  drove  Ava  and  me  to  where  Grace  was  staying  and  we  were  greeted  with 
open  arms.  What  a  pleasure.  We  reminisced  about  past  conventions,  friends,  and  the 
good  old  times.  It  was  an  honor  and  a  privilege  seeing  her  again. 

A  story  on  Grace: 

Grace  knew  we  were  coming,  but  when  we  arrived  she  had  her  hair  up  in  curlers. 
She  apologized  for  the  curlers,  but  said  she  had  to  make  a  decision  as  to  whether  to 
look  nice  for  our  visit  or  for  church  the  following  morning  —  God  won. 

Remembering 


AVSA  President,  A.  Charles  Bollar 


Dear  Members, 
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Newsline:  AVSA  Beaumont  Office 

Nancy  Lawrence,  Office  Manager 


Dear  Members: 

We  hope  you  are  enjoying  spring  in  your  part 
of  the  country  as  much  as  we  are  here  in 
Beaumont,  Texas.  Our  African  violets,  in  the 
office,  are  absolutely  beautiful  —  with  all  of  the 
credit  going  to  the  members  of  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  Beaumont.  Our  plants  receive 
first  class  care  every  week;  they  know  it,  and 
they  show  it  —  in  full  bloom.  Our  plants  are 
particularly  excited  right  now,  because  there  is 
a  newcomer,  you  might  even  say  a  "star"  on  the 
scene  — “  the  Yellow  African  Violet,  donated  to 
the  office  by  Nolan  Blansit.  Thank  you  Nolan, 
we  are  all  excited  and  grateful. 

UPDATED  PAGES 

FOR  THE  1990  JUDGES  HANDBOOK 
In  JULY,  the  office  will  have  the  updated 
pages  for  the  handbook  printed  in  1990. 

Cost  -  $4.00 

UPDATED  PAGES 

FOR  THE  1992  JUDGES  HANDBOOK 
In  JULY,  the  office  will  also  have  the  updated 
pages  for  the  handbook  printed  in  February  of 

1992. 

Cost  -  $1.50 

Cost  is  less  for  1992  updated  pages  because 
the  number  of  pages  are  fewer.  The  book  was 
printed  in  February  and  a  few  additional 
changes  were  made  at  the  Columbus  conven¬ 
tion. 

WHEN  ORDERING:  Be  sure  to  tell  us  if  you 
have  the  1990  book  or  the  1992.  The  books  look 
exactly  the  same.  The  year  is  written  at  the 
bottom  of  the  cover  page.  Write  or  call  us  if  you 
have  a  question  about  your  book. 


AFFILIATED  CLUBS  NEEDING 
PROOF  OF  INSURANCE 
FOR  A  SHOW: 

If  your  club  is  having  a  show  and  you  are  asked 
to  provide  proof  of  insurance,  all  you  need  to  do 
is  call  our  insurance  agent: 

Albert  H  Wohlers  &  Company 
1-800-323-2106  -  Ext.  267 
Ask  for  Angela  Przyzycki 
(pronounced  Shuh-zinsky) 
or 

Susan  Iwan 

FAX  #  is  (708)  803-4649 

There  is  no  need  to  call  the  office  because  only 
the  insurance  agency  can  send  you  a  Certificate 
of  Insurance  or  an  Additional  Insured  State¬ 
ment.  If  the  agency  should  tell  you  that  your 
club  is  not  on  the  list;  then,  most  likely  your  club 
did  not  pay  for  the  insurance  last  year,  and  we 
did  not  put  your  dub  on  the  list  for  1992.  Either 
that  or  your  club  membership  expired.  The 
agency  informs  us  of  problems,  and  we  will 
contact  the  club  in  question. 

AFFILIATE  OFHCER  INFORMATION: 

Many  clubs  still  do  not  inform  us  when  they 
have  a  change  in  Presidents  or  other  officers. 
We  need  this  information,  and  when  you  do 
send  it,  please,  please,  please,  include  the 
officer's  address  and  phone  number.  Some 
representatives  just  send  in  a  name  and  title  — 
we  need  the  address  to  be  able  to  change  the 
records  on  computer. 

In  August,  we  will  be  sending  out  new  affiliate 
information  sheets,  please  keep  them  on  hand 
for  when  you  change  your  officers. 

Happy  Spring  To  All  of  You. 
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How  about  that  new  HousePlant 
Magazine?  Kudos  go  to  Mark  and  Bonnie 
Branciarolb  Larry  Hodgson  and  their  fine  staff 
for  their  beautiful  premier  edition.  I  hope  all  of 
you  get  a  chance  to  see  it.  There  is  an  ad  for  this 
great  publication  on  page  60  of  this  issue. 

Margaret  Whitaker,  RR  10,  Box  959,  Tyler, 
TX  75707  would  like  to  have  a  list  of  planting 
dates  for  African  violets.  If  anyone  has  such  a 
list,  please  send  it  to  her  and  if  you  have  a  spare 
copy,  I  would  appreciate  the  list,  also! 

Randy  Hillman,  President  of  Glenview/ 
Northshore  AVS,  2609  W.  89th  St.,  Evergreen 
Park,  IL  60642,  is  looking  for  information 
(hybridizer,  description,  source,  correct  name) 
on  the  following  plants:  Bubblin  Over,  Fairy 
Queen,  Fantasy  Starburst,  L'oiseau  Bleu, 
Moonlight  Maiden,  Mosaic  Peach,  New  Love, 
Parade,  Popsicle,  Suncoast  Lusty,  Suncoast 
Wedding  Days,  Tonka  Omega  and  Twinkle.  He 
says  he  can't  find  them  in  the  MVL,  so  if  anyone 
can  help  him,  please  do  so. 

Silvia  Hartley,  Rt.  l,Box  139AA,Glenwood, 
GA  30428  is  willing  to  pay  for  plants,  leaves, 
postage,  etc.  for  Amazing  Grace  (Soults),  Fla- 
mingo  (Maas),  Aloette  (Fredette),  Parisienne 
(Fredette),  Christmas  Holly  (Reed),  Polly 
Doodle  (Fredette),  Sanibel  (Leary)  and  Shogun 
(Hummer). 

I  recently  heard  from  John  Black  of  Planters 
International  of  Cleveland  Heights,  OH  who 
sent  along  a  Water-Well  Planter  for  the  new 
AVSA  Office.  Thank  you,  John,  the  local  club 
members  will  put  it  to  good  use. 

David  Buttram,  P.  O.  Box  193,  Independ¬ 
ence,  MO  64051  is  looking  for  a  complete  set  of 
AVMs.  He  would  also  like  any  variety  that  has 
"spooned"  foliage,  i.e.,  My  Darling  or  Pink 
Spoon.  He  doesn't  necessarily  want  those  varie¬ 


ties,  but  ones  that  have  the  spooned  foliage. 

Mrs.  Warren  Shull,  233  South  West  Street, 
Stillwater,  OK  74074  wants  to  know  if  there  is 
anyone  out  there  with  a  leaf  or  plant  of  Silver- 
tone.  It's  a  1984  hybrid  from  Granger  Gardens 
and  she  saw  it  in  a  magazine  some  time  ago  and 
would  like  to  have  it. 

I  also  want  to  send  a  thank  you  to  Alice 
Dowd,  editor  of  The  African  Violet  Newsletter 
for  The  African  Violet  Society  of  Rochester,  NY. 
She  has  put  me  on  the  mailing  list  of  this  very 
good  affiliate  publication. 

You  might  want  to  look  for  the  Gardening 
magazine  put  out  by  Woman's  Day.  I  believe  it 
will  be  on  the  newsstands  through  May.  They 
have  a  section  on  plant  societies  — ■  and  The 
African  Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.  is  one  of 
the  featured  groups.  There  are  hundreds  of 
plant  societies  in  America,  so  I  felt  real  pleased 
that  we  were  included .  It  may  be  because  we  are 
the  best  plant  society  in  America  and  beyond! 

Well,  I  haven't  received  any  new  flags  lately, 
so  there's  no  one  to  thank.  The  flags  look  so  nice 
in  the  AVSA  office.  I've  had  several  promises — 
but  no  new  flags. 

I've  had  a  great  response  to  the  plea  for 
articles,  but  would  always  like  to  stockpile 
more;  however,  hybridizers  —  I  NEED  YOUR 
SLIDES  -  IMMEDIATELY.  I  work  on  two  color 
sections  at  a  time  and  they  are  submitted  two  to 
four  months  before  they  are  printed  so  don't 
delay  send  them  today. 

You'll  hear  about  the  exciting  Columbus 
convention  in  the  July/ August  1992  issue. 

By  the  way,  be  sure  and  renew  your  mem¬ 
bership  —  the  next  issue  is  going  to  be  a  big 
surprise  and  you  won't  want  to  miss  it — the  all- 
new,  improved,  low-fat  and  low-cholesterol 
African  Violet  Magazine! 
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AVSA  Building  Fund 

Anne  Jantzen 
2725  Katrina  Way 
Mountain  View,  CA  94040 


Author  James  Thurber  said  of  his  birthplace, 
''Columbus  is  a  town  in  which  almost  anything 
is  likely  to  happen  and  in  which  almost  every- 
thing  has."  And  what  did  happen?  The  AVSA 
Convention  ...  the  yellow  African  violet  ... 
AmeriFlora  '92.  But,  best  of  all  —  you  hap¬ 
pened.  You  came  by  the  Building  Fund  table 
and  showed  your  support  of  AVSA  by  making 
a  donation  and  earning  the  right  to  wear  the 
proud  emblem  of  the  Building  Fund.  Conven¬ 
tion  is  now  a  memory,  but  the  needs  of  the 
Building  Fund  are  not.  The  Building  Fund  is, 
indeed,  like  the  maintenance  of  your  own  home 
and  through  your  continued  generous  support, 
the  Building  Fund  will  meet  the  challenges  of 
the  1990s  and  beyond. 

Contributions  from  November  27  -  December  26, 1991: 


December,  1991 

Don  Thornburg,  CA . . . .....15.00 

Fancy  Bloomers,  CA 

in  memory  of  Earl  Bottemiller,  husband  of  Hallio  25.00 

Jefferson  AV  Assn.,  LA . . . . . ..25.00 

Sugarloaf  Mtn.  VS . . . . . . .....10.00 

North  Texas  AV  Judge's  Council 
in  memory  of  dear  member, 

Vennielea  (Sue)  Whitfield . . . . . 10.00 

South  Coast  A  VS,  CA 

in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee  to  Carroll  Gealy  ..................25.00 

Old  Dominion  AVS,  VA . . . . . .....50.00 

First  Nighter  AVS,  TX 

in  memory  of  Sue  Whitfield . . . . ......25.00 

Jeanette  Kreuger,  IN . . . . .  10.00 

Douglas  O.  Root,  NY . . . . . 5.00 

First  Lakeland  AVS,  FL. . . . ......................25.00 

Walter  Spangler,  FL 
in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee 

from  Garden  Qub  of  St.  Petersburg . 25.00 

AV  Hobbyists  of  Sacramento,  CA . ..................25.00 

Esther  M.  Kryst,  PA . . . . . 10.00 

Anne  Walker,  CT  . . . . . . . . 5.00 

Springfield  AVC,  OH  . . . . . . .  10.00 

San  Joaquin  AVS,  CA 
in  memory  of  good  friend  and  long-time 
active  member  Bertha  Beck  . . . . .....40.00 


Total  for  the  month  -  $340.00 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  -  $76,085.59 
Contributions  from  December  27, 1991  -  January  28, 1992: 
January  1992 

C.  Godin,  Quebec.. ..................................................... $10.00 


Richmond  AVS,  VA  . . . . . . ....100.00 

Supee  Pojjananuvat,  NY . . . ....10.00 

First  AVS  of  Dallas 

in  memory  of  Sue  Whitfield . . . ...25.00 

Amethyst  AVS,  MO  ....................................................  10.00 

Don  Thornburg,  CA  . . . . . . . . .15.00 

Anne  and  Johannes  Jantzen,  CA 

Hooray!  Sara  Anne  is  one  today  6/9/92 . . . 10.00 

Fancy  Bloomers,  CA 

in  memory  of  Oliver  "Bud"  Dean  . . . . ....25.00 

Marie  Beeman,  CA 

in  memory  of  Oliver  "Bud"  Dean  ............................25.00 

Harriet  Maddux,  CA 

in  memory  of  Oliver  "Bud"  Dean  . . . . .  10.00 

Le  Chateau  AVC,  MO 

in  lieu  of  speaker's  fee  to  Ardath  Miller  . . .  15.00 

Baltimore  AVC . . . ...30.00 

Wilma  S.  Davis,  MD . . . . . ...20.00 

MoUie  Howell,  FL 

in  memory  of  Ruth  Swartz  . . . . . . 20.00 

Dorothy  Hann,  FL 

in  memory  of  a  dear  friend,  Ruth  Swartz  . . 20.00 

Columbia  AVC 

in  memory  of  Harry  Qippard  . . . . ....25.00 

Faye  Wieditz,  KS . . . . . . . . . . . .  10.00 

Helen  K.  Girod,  WI . . . . . ....5.00 

Janet  Fox,  CA . . 10.00 

Onalee  H.  McEwen,  TX . . . .....20.00 

Reginald  N.  Arrington,  Jr.,  MD  . . .15.00 

Merle  D.  Brown,  Thailand.... . . . 50.00 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Krumm,  NY . . . . . ...5.00 

William  F.  Barendt,  IL.. . . . . . . . ,10.00 

Lydia  B.  DeVillarreal,  Mexico . . . ...10.00 

Mrs.  Harvey  Richter,  Jr.,  WI . . . 5.00 

Berniel  Weigt,  MN . . . . . . .  10.00 

Emz  N.  Blancet,  WA ....................................................  15.00 

Olive  I.  Gruppe,  OH  . . . . . . . . ..............5.00 

Upper  Pinellas  AVS,  FL 

in  memory  of  Ruth  Swartz . . . . . ........25.00 

Edmond  Cook  ~  African  Violets  Supreme,  CA  .......25.00 

Gloria  Rooks,  FL . . . . . . . . . . . ..5.00 

Joseph  DeGregorio,  NY  . . . . . . . . ....10.00 

Lelia  Siacor,  Nederland,  TX  .......................................20.00 

Mildred  A.  Luth,  CA . . . ..20.00 

Frances  L.  Deans,  NC . . . . . .......2.00 

Canton  AVS,  OH  . . . . ..........25.00 

Peg  Beck,  IL  . . . . . . . . ...10.00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Adams,  CT 

in  memory  of  Irene  Traskers,  Haddam,  CT  . . .25.00 

Evening  Bloomers  AVS,  IL 

in  memory  of  Ruth  Tiedemann . . . . . .  10.00 


Total  for  the  month  -  $717.00 
TOTAL  OF  ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  -  $76,802.49 
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AVSA  Commercials 


A 

Closer 

Look 


David  Duttram 
P.  O.  Box  193 
Independence,  MO  64051 


THE  VIOLET  HOUSE 


The  first  thing  that  strikes  you  about  Dick 
Maduro,  owner  of  The  Violet  House,  is  his 
broad,  happy  smile.  Next,  you  notice  the  wheel- 
chair  he  is  confined  to,  making  the  smile  even 
more  meaningful. 

Born  in  New  Jersey,  over  60  years  ago,  Dick 
and  his  family  moved  to  New  York,  and  then  to 
Massachusetts,  where  he  attended  school.  In 


1943,  a  motorcycle  accident  caused  permanent 
paralysis  of  both  legs.  After  surgery,  Dick  was 
advised  to  go  to  Florida,  to  recuperate  in  the 
warmer  weather. 

In  1947,  Dick  was  elected  City  Clerk  and 
Treasurer  of  a  little  town  on  Florida's  west 
coast,  near  St.  Petersburg.  He  served  in  that 
capacity  for  19  years.  During  that  time,  Dick 


Ann  and  Dick  Maduro  of  The  Violet  House,  Gainesville,  Florida 
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Ann  Maduro  dons  a  dust  mask  to  mix  compo¬ 
nents  of  the  growing  mix  they  package  and  seii. 
Mixing  is  done  in  an  old  bath  tub. 


became  involved  in  wheelchair  sports  and  was 
able  to  utilize  his  powerful  upper  body  in  bas¬ 
ketball.  He  also  competed  in  field  events,  such 
as  the  shot  put,  javelin  and  discus  throw. 

Ann,  Dick's  wife  of  33  years,  was  a  physical 
therapist  from  Michigan,  who  had  also  settled 
in  Florida.  A  friend  introduced  her  to  the  Sorop- 
timist  Club  which  sponsored  wheelchair  bas¬ 
ketball.  Ann  remembers  meeting  Dick:  "I  trans¬ 
ported  the  guys  around  and  got  to  know  Rich¬ 
ard  pretty  well,  and  the  old  chemistry  work, 
and  we  got  married  in  1958." 

As  Ann  told  how  she  transported  and  helped 
the  wheelchair  athletes,  Dick  reminded  her  that 
they  needed  someone  to  "shag"  the  javelins  and 
discuses  they  had  thrown.  "But,"  Ann  re¬ 
sponded,  "I  enjoyed  working  him." 

Dick's  participation  in  wheelchair  athletics 
took  him  to  Rome  in  1960  and  Tokyo  in  1964. 
Traveling  around  the  world,  Dick  competed 
and  represented  the  United  States  in  18  coun¬ 
tries. 


It  was  during  this  time  that  Dick  met  Justin 
Dart  who  was  the  son  of  the  owner  of  Tupper- 
ware  Co.  Dar,  who  was  also  paralyzed,  invited 
Dick  and  Ann  to  return  to  Japan  to  be  in  charge 
of  Tupperware's  wheelchair  program.  After 
selling  all  their  possessions,  the  Maduros 
headed  to  the  Land  of  the  Rising  Sun. 

After  returning  from  Japan,  to  Gainesville, 
Florida,  in  1967,  Dick  got  a  job  at  a  moving 
company  where  he  met  Jay  Rice.  Jay  and  his 
sister-in-law  were  interested  in  African  violets 
and  recruited  Dick.  Jay  wanted  to  open  a  violet 
shop  in  an  old  house.  "He  asked  me  if  I  wanted 
to  join  him  as  a  partner.  I  was  a  little  tired  of  the 
moving  business,  so  I  said  'Okay'  and  we  refur¬ 
bished  an  old,  old  house  and  sold  violets.  First 
we  started  with  1,000,  then  2,000  violets  and  we 
found  out  that  we  couldn't  make  a  good  living 
just  on  violets,  so  we  advertised  in  the  African 
Violet  Magazine  way  back." 

It  was  in  1975,  that  The  Violet  House's  first 
ad  appeared.  A  few  orders  came  in.  The  ad  was 
increased  in  size  and  the  orders  continued  to 


Dick  Maduro  displays  a  16"  plastic  pot. 
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grow.  When  an  ad  taking  two  full  pages  ap“ 
peared,  business  really  took  off.  Early  in  the 
advertising,  orders  for  supplies,  outweighed 
orders  for  plants  and  The  Violet  House  was  in 
the  growing  supply  business. 

Dick  bought  Mr.  Rice's  interest  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  about  eight  years  ago  moved  into  a 
large  warehouse  that  had  been  built  by  the 
federal  government  in  the  early  1940s.  About 
five  years  ago,  Dick  and  Ann  were  able  to  buy 
the  building. 

Because  the  building  is  spacious  —  having 
some  5,000  square  feet,  the  inventory  can  be 
placed  on  the  floor  rather  than  shelves.  This 
allows  Dick  to  move  among  the  cartons  to  fill 
orders  and  move  items  as  needed. 

The  supply  business  is  primarily  by  mail, 
although  a  retail  salesroom  is  open  to  the  public 
at  1313  S.  Main,  Gainesville,  Horida.  The  Violet 
House's  1992  16-page  catalog  carries  a  com¬ 
plete  line  of  growing  supplies  for  African  vio¬ 
lets  and  other  plants.  The  line  includes  about 
one-half  million  plastic  pots  in  all  shapes  and 
colors  from  2"  up  to  16”,  plus  insecticides,  soil, 
sprayers  and  fertilizers. 

The  entrepreneurial  spirit  of  Dick  became 
evident  when  I  asked  what  his  goals  for  the 
future  are.  Quickly  and  without  a  pause,  he 
replied,  "To  make  more  money."  Dick  and  Ann 
immediately  laughed  at  his  answer.  Actually, 
their  goals  are  to  provide  prompt  and  reliable 
service  to  their  customers.  The  monetary  result 
is  only  secondary. 

Occasionally,  someone  requests  African 
violets  from  The  Violet  House.  These  are  passed 
on  to  their  long-time  friend,  Kathleen  Harlin, 
also  in  Gainesville. 

Dick  and  Ann  send  orders  all  over  the  world 
as  people  respond  to  their  consistent  advertis¬ 
ing  in  five  different  horticultural  and  gardening 
magazines.  Commercial  members  of  AVSA 
since  1974,  the  Maduros  are  also  commercial 
members  of  the  Dixie  African  Violet  Society, 
which  affords  them  the  opportunities  to  meet 
their  customers  and  friends  at  conventions  and 
shows  across  the  country. 


Dick  and  Ann  Maduro  on  the  front  porch  of  The 
Violet  House  in  Gainesville,  Florida. 


My  interview  with  Dick  and  Ann  was  punc¬ 
tuated  with  laughter  and  light-hearted  kid¬ 
ding.  Both  of  these  people  are  happy  in  their 
business.  The  rewards  of  satisfying  their  many 
customers  are  as  gratifying  as  the  financial  side 
of  the  business.  They  truly  complement  each 
other;  each  giving  from  strengths  to  benefit  the 
union.  I  personally  admire  these  friends  who 
bring  the  elements  of  a  happy  and  fulfilled 
marriage  to  a  successful  business. 

After  my  visit  with  Dick  and  Ann  Maduro,  I 
had  to  leave  central  Florida  for  the  cold  snowy 
weather  in  Missouri,  but  it  was  nice  while  it 
lasted. 

Your  comments  and  suggestions  are  always 
appreciated. 


ATTENTION:  AFFILIATES 

Show  writeups  will  now  come 
under  the  heading  of  "Show  Talk." 
Send  information  to: 

Darryl  Hoover 
912  S.  Highland  Ave. 

Apt.  C 

Fullerton,  CA  92632 
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Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  /.  Buck 
E  O.  Box  38 
Oreland,  PA  19075 


Contributors  Please  Note:  When  making  a 
donation  be  sure  to  include  the  way  you  want 
your  club's  name  listed  in  the  AVM.  Also,  be 
sure  and  list  the  correct  city  and  state  where 
your  club  is  located. 

Donations  received  from  November  20, 1991 


-  January  20, 1992: 

Springfield  AVS,  MO 

Crosstown  AVC  of  Madison,  WI  ..............................25.00 

Jefferson  AV  Assn.,  Metairie,  LA  ..............................25.00 

Columbus  AVS,  OH  ....................................................25.00 

Sugarloaf  Mountain  AVS,  MD  ..................................  10.00 

Bakersville  AVS,  CA 

in  memory  of  John  Verburg  ........................................5.00 

Portland  AVS,  OR 

in  memory  of  Joy  Chapman ......................................  10.00 

Portland  AVS,  OR 

in  memory  of  Hoyd  Arms .........................................  10.00 

Old  Dominion  AVS  of  Northern  Virginia  ...............25.00 

Mrs.  Greg  AVC,  St.  Paul,  MN 

given  in  place  of  Christmas  gifts  ..............................10.00 

Bakersfield  AVS,  CA 

in  memory  of  Vera  Robbe  .........................................  10.00 

Oshkosh  VS,  WI  ...........................................................25.00 

Casper  Bloomers  AVC,  WY  .......................................25,00 

Barrington  Bloomers,  IL  .............................................10.00 

William  E.  Billings,  M.D.,  Alameda,  CA  ..................30.00 

Valley  AVS,  McAllen,  TX  ...........................................25.00 

Springfield  AVC,  OH ..................................................  10.00 

Lynnhaven  AVS,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  ......................10.00 

Pomona  Valley  AVS,  CA 

in  memory  of  Bernyce  Schlepp ................................ .10.00 

Don  L.  Thornburg,  Oakland,  CA  ..............................10.00 

Baltimore  AVC,  MD  ....................................................30.00 

Loveland  Sweetheart  Violettes  Society,  CO  ............ 25.00 

Portland  AVS,  OR 

in  memory  of  Alan  Baker  ..........................................10.00 

Zest  of  the  West  AV,  Fort  CoUins,  CO  .....................15.00 

Green  Thumb  AVC,  Fayetteville,  AR  ......................  10.00 

Montgomery  AV  Study  Club,  AL 
in  memory  of  Elinor  Curtright  .................................15.00 

Oakville  AVS,  Ontario,  Canada  ................................  10.00 

Corpus  Christi  AVS,  TX.. .......................................... ..40.75 

Eleanor  M.  Bennett,  Philadelphia  ........ .................. .....5.00 

Mrs.  Ross  M.  Lyons,  Colorado  Springs,  CO ............  10.00 

Patrida  A.  Hayden,  Simi  Valley,  CA .................... ....10.00 

Daniel  &  Elizabeth  McConnell,  Philadelphia  .........25.00 

F.  Eleanor  Mattaliano,  Bayonne,  NJ ..........................  20.00 

Mrs.  G.  E.  Harmon,  New  York,  NY  ..........................  10.00 

Margaret  Califano,  Latham,  NY ................................  10.00 

June  W,  O'Neill,  Philadelphia  ...................................  10,00 


Edna  M.  Snow,  Chicago,  IL ...................................... ..25.00 

Lauretta  M.  McElwain,  St.  Qoud,  FL 

in  memory  of  my  mother,  Edith  G.  Lewis ..............  10.00 

Mrs.  Delphine  Espedal,  Cosmopoiis,  WA  .................5.00 

San  Bemadino  County  AVS,  Loma  Linda,  CA  .......50.00 

Mrs.  Edward  Hill,  Esko,  MN  .......................................5,00 

Suzanne  Wybraniec,  Reston,  VA  ..............................10.00 

Mrs.  Cherie  Bro^bank,  Victoria,  Australia  ............10.00 

Robert  A,  Piper,  Brooklyn,  NY  ..................................10.00 

Amethyst  AVC,  Mandiester,  MO  .............................10.00 


Holtkamp  Greenhouses 
To  Award  Rosettes 

Holtkamp  Greenhouses,  Inc.,  is  offering  a 
rosette  for  the  best  Optimara®  or  Rhapsodic® 
plant  exhibited  in  an  AVSA  sponsored  show.  In 
order  to  quality  for  this  award,  your  club  must 
apply  in  writing  three  months  in  advance  of 
your  show  to:  Reinhold  Holtkamp,  Jr., 
Holtkamp  Greenhouses,  Inc.,  Optiflora,  Inc.,  P. 
O.  Box  78565,  Nashville,  IN  37207. 

The  Optimara  Best  of  Show  ribbon  is  4-1/2 
inches  by  12  inches.  In  addition  to  the  rosette, 
they  will  provide  a  sample  case  for  each  of  the 
affiliates  applying.  The  case  will  include  the 
most  recent  Optimara  poster,  50  sample 
pouches  of  the  Optimara  Violet  Food,  15 1  Love 
Violets  bumper  stickers,  mail  order  catalogs 
and  order  forms.  If  a  dub  wishes  to  add  this 
award  to  its  show,  they  should  include  it  in  the 
schedule  and  designate  a  class. 

Let  your  dub  members  know  of  this  award, 
so  they  can  start  growing  these  plants  for  the 
next  shomc 

Don't  miss  this  opportunity  to  further  chal¬ 
lenge  your  members  in  the  growing  and  show¬ 
ing  of  our  favorite  plant  and  America's  favorite 
blooming  houseplant. 

—Lynda  C.  Welchel 
San  Antonio,  TX 
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BEGINNERS 

COLUMN 

Kent  and  Joyce  Stork 
2501  East  23rd  Ave. 

Fremont,  NE  68025 


The  "Sporting"  World  of  Violets 


Since  if  s  an  Olympic  year,  it  seems  to  be  a 
good  time  to  discuss  the  subject  of  African 
violet  "sports/"  There's  no  perspiration  in¬ 
volved  here,  and  talent  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  If  s  the  curious  habit  of  plants,  including 
African  violets,  to  sometimes  change. 

DEFINING  "SPORT" 

The  words  "sport"  and  "mutant"  actually 
mean  the  same  thing  —  a  sudden  change  or 
variation  from  the  original.  In  the  violet  world, 
we  do  generally  use  the  word  "sport"  when 
referring  to  this  phenomenon.  If  s  a  word  that 
conjures  up  the  idea  of  fun — football,  baseball, 
and  all  that.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is  some¬ 
thing  about  the  word  "mutant"  that  conjures  up 
thoughts  of  monsters  in  horror  movies! 

To  quote  the  Handbook  for  African  Violet 
Growers,  Exhibitors,  and  Judges,  a  sport  is  an 
offspring  which  "shows  a  marked  change  from 
its  parents ...  due  to  changes  within  the  chromo¬ 
somes  or  genes.  Sometimes  when  an  African 
violet  leaf  is  rooted,  a  plant  which  is  radically 
different  appears  among  the  plants  that  are  true 
to  the  parent  plant." 

Poor  cultural  conditions  may  result  in  plants 
that  grow  and  bloom  somewhat  differently.  For 
example,  blossoms  with  white  edges  may  lose 
their  edges  during  hot  spells.  Violets  that  nor¬ 
mally  have  deep  blossom  colors  may  begin  to 
pale.  Lack  of  fertilizer,  inadequate  light,  or 


abnormal  pH  may  cause  foliage  to  lose  vigor  or 
color.  These  are  not  sports.  Good  horticulture 
can  quickly  restore  a  sickly  plant  to  its  original 
appearance.  Sports  involve  a  genetic  change 
which  is  irreversible. 

Sports  may  occur  involving  blossom  shape 

and  form,  color  or  color-pattern.  Sports  may 
also  involve  changes  in  foliage  type,  form,  color 
or  size.  Myriads  of  combinations  of  changes 
may  occur  as  well. 

WHY  DOES  IT  HAPPEN? 

With  all  the  complexities  involved  in  the 
genetic  make-up  of  African  violets,  it  is  proba¬ 
bly  only  natural  that  something  goes  haywire 
every  now  and  then,  and  the  unexpected  comes 
about. 

Most  sports  are  simply  a  natural  occurrence. 
Something  in  the  genes  breaks  down  or  gets 
rearranged  somehow,  and  the  new  plant  dis¬ 
plays  characteristics  unlike  that  of  its  parent. 
Perhaps  some  of  these  changes  occur  due  to 
stress  from  environmental  factors. 

Some  people  have  experimented  with  sub¬ 
jecting  violets  to  various  chemicals  or  to  radia¬ 
tion  in  effort  to  accelerate  the  occurrence  of 
sports,  and  hopefully  to  come  up  with  some 
radically  new  traits.  To  our  knowledge  not 
much  has  actually  been  accomplished  via  this 
route. 

Most  of  the  really  valuable  sports  that  have 
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added  to  the  heritage  of  the  African  violet  have 
merely  come  along  as  surprises. 

IMPORTANCE  IN  VIOLET  HISTORY 

Many  sports  are  of  negligible  quality  or 
uniqueness  and  should  probably  be  discarded. 
However,  on  occasion,  a  sport  can  give  rise  to  a 
lovely  new  cultivar,  which  might  be  something 
completely  different  from  anything  ever  seen 
before.  In  the  100  years  since  African  violets 
were  found  growing  in  the  wild,  sports  have 
played  an  important  part  in  developing  the 
wide  range  of  violet  types  and  colors  available 
to  us  today. 

The  first  white-blossomed  violet  was  a  sport. 
The  first  double-blossomed  violet  was  a  sport. 
Many  of  today's  variegated  African  violets 
trace  their  ancestry  back  to  a  cultivar  called 
Tommy  Lou,'  with  green-and-white  foliage, 
which  sported  from  the  green-leafed  'White 
Pride.'  'Blue  Boy,'  one  of  the  earliest  hybrids, 
sported  from  its  smooth  tailored  foliage  to  a 
completely  new  curly  type  with  a  light  mark  at 
the  base  of  the  leaf.  The  sport  was  named  'Blue 
Girl,'  and  any  plant  with  this  leaf  is  now  de¬ 
scribed  as  having  "girl"  foliage. 

The  complex  genetics  of  African  violets  have 
indeed  given  rise  to  all  sorts  of  mutations 
through  the  years,  many  of  which  have  given  us 
totally  unexpected  surprises. 

Recently,  there  has  been  much  interest  in  the 
chimeras,  or  pinwheels,  with  stripes  of  color 
running  through  the  centers  of  the  petals.  And 
the  big  excitement  of  this  year  is  the  long- 
awaited  availability  of  the  yellow  violets,  which 
are  reportedly  due  to  the  mutation  of  blossom 
pigments,  giving  us  colors  that  were  only 
dreamed  of  before  and  were  thought  to  be  an 
impossibility. 

LOOKING  AT  THE  PROS  &  CONS 

Sports  usually  pop  up  as  a  surprise.  Some 
surprises  are  good,  while  others  are  not. 

There  are  frustrations  involved  with  propa¬ 
gating  some  of  the  more  unstable  types  of  vio¬ 
lets.  Oftentimes  violets  with  fantasy  blossoms 


(those  with  streaks  or  speckles  of  color  spread 
over  another  background  color)  will  not  bloom 
true  to  variety.  A  cultivar  that  should  have  pink 
blossoms  with  purple  speckles  may  instead 
produce  plants  that  bloom  solid  pink  or  solid 
purple.  This  is  more  or  less  to  be  expected  with 
fantasies,  unfortunately.  This  is  most  definitely 
not  a  desirable  type  of  sport. 

Similarly,  other  types  of  bicolor  violets  may 
occasionally  revert  to  solid-color  blossoms. 
This,  too,  is  not  what  would  usually  be  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  desirable  type  of  sport.  Violets  with 
blossoms  combining  white  and  some  other 
color  over  light  green  foliage  very  commonly 
will  throw  sports  that  have  darker  green  foliage 
with  solid-color  blossoms  that  have  lost  the 
white. 

Fortunately,  because  of  the  different  color  of 
the  foliage,  these  plants  often  can  be  identified 
when  quite  young.  They  then  can  be  discarded 
before  all  the  time  and  effort  is  put  into  growing 
them  into  mature  blooming  plants. 

Just  as  foliage  can  change  colors  when  sport¬ 
ing  occurs,  it  can  also  change  shape  or  form. 
Violets  that  should  have  smooth  tailored  foli¬ 
age  may  suddenly  appear  with  heavily  ruffled, 
and  sometimes  unmanageable,  foliage.  Some¬ 
times  trailing  violets  which  should  have  sem¬ 
iminiature  foliage  will  suddenly  have  one  part 
of  the  plant  growing  with  standard-sized  foli¬ 
age  resulting  in  an  unattractive  ungainly  look. 
Some  foliage  changes  may  be  pretty  and  desir¬ 
able,  but  most  of  the  time  they  are  not. 

On  the  good  side  are  some  of  the  wonderful 
surprises  that  turn  up.  And  some  of  these  are 
very  dramatic.  A  couple  of  years  ago,  we  no¬ 
ticed  a  light-foliaged  plant  in  a  tray  of  other¬ 
wise  dark  green  plants.  It  was  identical  in 
shape,  form  and  foliage  pattern,  but  it  was  a 
much  different  shade  of  green.  This  plant  was 
set  aside  and  watched  with  much  anticipation 
since  the  original  cultivar  is  a  favorite.  When 
the  sport  did  finally  bloom  it  was  a  lovely  full 
double  white  instead  of  the  medium  blue  color 
that  it  should  have  been.  That  was  a  delight. 

Favorite  show  plants  may  suddenly  sport  to 
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a  new  color  or  combination  of  colors,  still  exhib¬ 
iting  the  growth  habit  and  floriferousncss  that 
made  the  original  variety  such  a  joy  to  grow. 

Gorgeous  chimeras  may  turn  up  where  least 
expected.  These  may  be  the  best  of  the  sports, 
since  they  usually  have  the  same  desirable 
growth  pattern  as  the  original,  but  with  the 
beautiful  pinwheel  blossoms. 

If  the  change  is  pleasant,  consider  it  a  good 
sport.  If  the  change  is  irritating,  consider  it  a  bad 
mutant. 

SOME  RESPONSIBILITIES  INVOLVED 

This  brings  us  to  another  point  of  considera¬ 
tion.  What  should  you  do  when  you  have  vio¬ 
lets  that  sport?  First  of  all,  look  at  them  with  a 
very  critical  eye,  determining  whether  they  are 
indeed  unique  and  attractive  ~~  and  whether 
they  should  be  kept  or  dumped. 

If  it  is  worth  keeping,  at  least  for  a  while,  the 
plant  needs  to  be  properly  labeled.  Although 
some  sports  may  be  deserving,  do  not  give  an 
original  name  to  all  the  mutants  that  come 
along.  Most  of  the  time,  it  is  probably  best  just 
to  label  a  plant  as  "Sport  of  or  as 

"  Sport."  That's  a  completely  honest 

way  of  labeling  a  plant  as  to  what  it  really  i  s.  Ju  st 
as  hybridizers  should  name  only  the  best  of 
their  seedlings,  so  must  all  violet  growers  show 
some  restraint  in  applying  completely  new 
names  to  the  "oddballs"  that  crop  up  now  and 
then. 

Some  varieties  do  have  a  propensity  to  throw 
the  same  sport  from  time  to  time  for  a  lot  of 
different  violet  growers.  If  each  of  these  grow¬ 
ers  were  to  apply  a  different  name  to  their  sport, 
there  could  be  great  confusion  in  the  violet 
world.  If  a  sport  worthy  of  being  named  turns 
up  in  your  collection,  it  is  always  wise  to  contact 
the  hybridizer  in  case  the  same  sport  has  al¬ 
ready  occurred  and  has  already  been  given  a 
name. 

The  name  game  is  especially  important  if  the 
grower  ever  wishes  to  exhibit  a  particularly 
beautiful  sport  in  an  AVSA  judged  show.  It  is  a 
real  temptation  to  give  the  mutant  cultivar  a 


name  and  enter  it,  but  this  is  not  the  correct 
thing  to  do.  Ideally  the  plant  should  first  be 
entered  in  a  "new  cultivar"  or  "sports  and 
mutants"  class.  If  it  is  awarded  a  blue  ribbon, 
then  it  may  deserve  to  be  named. 

There  certainly  are  some  frustrations  in 
propagating  African  violets,  hoping  that  they 
will  come  true  and  bloom  the  way  they  are 
supposed  to,  especially  when  dealing  with 
some  of  the  more  genetically  unstable  bicolors 
and  fantasies.  This  does  put  some  responsibil¬ 
ity  on  those  who  sell  violets.  Starter  plants  may 
not  always  bloom  the  way  they  are  supposed  to, 
and  customers  should  be  informed  that  this  is  a 
possibility,  particularly  with  the  bicolors  and 
fantasies. 

REJOICE 

And  yet,  every  now  and  then,  as  has  hap¬ 
pened  so  often  through  these  100  years  of  Afri¬ 
can  violet  history,  something  truly  revolution¬ 
ary,  unique  and  worthwhile  will  turn  up  when 
it  is  least  expected  —  like  a  gift  from  above. 
Some  are  great  milestones.  Some  are  just  small 
and  simple  joys.  It  is  all  a  part  of  what  makes  the 
hobby  of  growing  violets  such  "sporting"  good 
fun. 

(Please  note  that  we  have  a  new  address!  We 
have  relocated  our  business  in  a  larger  commu¬ 
nity,  having  closed  our  store  in  Arlington.  We 
welcome  your  letters  and  comments,  and  espe¬ 
cially  any  suggestions  that  you  might  have  for 
future  topics.) 


Attention:  Affiliates 

New  Affiliate  Chairman: 

Bob  Green 
997  Botany  Lane 
Rockledge,  FL  33839 
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In  Memory 


RUTH  MEEK 

Ruth  Meek,  72,  of  Syracuse,  NY,  died  Febru¬ 
ary  10, 1992,  after  a  brief  illness.  Mrs.  Meek  was 
a  commercial  grower  and  hybridizer  of  mini¬ 
ature  African  violets,  developing  the  Meek's 
''Baby"  series,  such  as  'Meek's  Angel  Baby,' 
'Meek's  Blushing  Baby,'  and  'Meek's  Cordelia 
Baby.' 

She  was  a  member  of  the  African  Violet  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Syracuse,  served  as  president,  headed 
many  committees,  offered  workshops  in  de¬ 
sign,  culture  or  whatever  was  needed  and  par¬ 
ticipated  fully  in  every  capacity.  She  was  also  an 
active  member  of  the  New  York  State  Society, 
was  convention  chair  of  several  state  conven¬ 
tions,  chaired  many  committees,  served  as 
president  and  was  currently  serving  as  histo¬ 
rian. 

Mrs.  Meek  was  an  AVSA  judge  and  served  as 
chair  of  the  national  convention  held  in 
Syracuse  in  1982. 

By  career,  Mrs.  Meek  was  a  registered  nurse 
and  served  for  18  years  as  director  of  the 
Syracuse  office  of  the  New  York  State  Health 
Department,  overseeing  and  supervising  the 
development  and  operation  of  nursing  homes. 
She  retired  in  1985. 

An  expert  seamstress,  she  created  the  cos¬ 
tumes  for  Helen  Hayes  in  'The  Glass  Menag¬ 
erie"  with  Julie  Harris  and  Herbert  Ross'  debut 
as  a  dancer. 

She  also  loved  miniatures,  other  than  violets, 

creating  and  furnishing  a  colonial  dollhouse  in 

her  home. 

Mrs.  Meek  is  survived  by  a  daughter,  Leslie 
Meek,  a  son,  Geoffrey,  her  mother,  Sarah  Wat¬ 
kins,  a  brother,  two  sisters,  and  a  grandson, 
Cory  Meek. 

Ethel  W.  Champion 
Jim  Wildman 


AUDREY  ANN  BUCHANAN 
1927  - 1991 

Audrey  Buchanan  was  the  owner  of  Patches 
and  Pots  for  18  years  in  El  Cajon,  CA.  She  died 
of  a  heart  attack  on  September  15, 1991. 

Audrey  was  an  active  member  of  the  African 
Violet  Society  of  America  for  the  past  20  years. 
She  was  also  active  in  the  Balboa  AVS  for  20 
years  and  the  Heartland  AVS  for  14  years. 

Audrey  was  a  warm  and  gentle  person  who 
generously  shared  her  knowledge  with  anyone 
who  loved  to  grow  African  violets.  She  was  my 
wife  for  44  years  and  those  of  us  who  knew  and 
loved  her  will  greatly  miss  her. 

In  addition  to  her  husband,  Jim,  she  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  a  son,  James,  Jr.,  two  daughters  and 
four  grandchildren. 

Jim  Buchanan 

BARBARA  STIPSAK 

The  Baltimore  AVC  was  greatly  saddened  by 
the  death  of  long-time  dub  member,  Barbara 
Stipsak,  on  November  25, 1991. 

Barbara  served  as  Treasurer  of  our  club  for  25 
years  and  was  a  totally  dedicated  member.  She 
was  a  lifetime  member  of  the  Baltimore  AVC. 

She  will  be  truly  missed  by  her  fellow  club 
members. 

Barbara  is  survived  by  her  husband  of  many 
years.  Bob.  Our  deepest  sympathy  goes  out  to 
him. 

Shirley  Huffman 
President,  Baltimore  AVC 

VINNIELEA  (SUE)  WHITFIELD 
1903-1991 

The  First  AVS  of  Dallas  mourned  the  loss  of 
their  very  dear  member.  Sue  Whitfield,  on 
November  1,  1991.  Sue  was  88  years  old  and 
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still  an  active  member  of  the  club.  She  worked 
part  time  retouching  photos. 

Sue  loved  violets  with  a  passion  and  until 
recent  years,  attended  the  A  VS  A  conventions 
regularly.  She  was  a  member  of  the  First  AVS  of 
Dallas  for  many  years,  a  member  of  Lone  Star 
AVC,  North  Texas  AV  Judges  Council  and 
AVSA. 

Sue  was  an  inspiration  to  all  of  us  and  she  will 
be  greatly  missed,  but  we  are  forever  grateful 
for  the  many  years  she  brightened  our  lives. 

Bill  Foster 
Mesquite,  TX 

BERTHA  BECK 

A  very  special  member  of  our  club  and  violet 
friend  recently  died.  Bertha  had  been  a  long 
time  AVSA  member  and  active  club  member 
and  held  the  office  of  secretary  for  many  years. 
Her  love  for  violets  was  unending,  and  she  was 
always  willing  to  share  and  participate  in  club 
activities.  She  will  be  truly  missed. 

Susan  Bastianelli 

San  Joaquin  AVS,  CA 

RUTH  TIEDEMAN 
1907  - 1991 

It  is  with  great  sadness  that  Twin  Cities  AVS 
announced  the  death  of  Ruth  Tiedeman  who 
died  on  November  27, 1991. 

Ruth  was  a  charter  member  of  TC  AVS,  where 
she  held  several  offices,  and  was  awarded  an 
Honorary  Life  Membership.  She  was  a  life 
member  and  past  president  of  the  Illinois  AVS 
and  was  currently  holding  the  position  of  lAVS 
Show  Advisor.  She  was  an  active  member  of 
AVSA,  attending  conventions,  and  was  an 
AVSA  Master  Judge. 

Ruth  loved  flower  and  plant  design,  and  was 
instrumental  in  encouraging  many  first-time 
entries  in  design.  She  was  always  more  than 
willing  to  share  her  expertise  with  others,  and 


gave  many  programs  on  design  for  TC  AVS  and 
other  AV  dubs. 

There  are  many,  many  people  in  Blooming¬ 
ton-Normal,  Illinois  whose  lives  were  touched 
by  this  witty,  warm,  and  gracious  woman.  We 
will  all  miss  her. 

In  her  memory,  TCAVS  is  initiating  the  Ruth 
Tiedeman  Memorial  Award  to  be  given  annu¬ 
ally  at  our  show,  to  the  Best  in  Design,  starting 
with  the  1992  show,  to  say  thank  you  and  we 
miss  you,  to  our  dear  friend. 

Val  Anderson 
President 
TCAVS 


BETTY  SIMONE 

Betty  Simone  died  October  26, 1991,  at  the  age 
of  80. 

Betty  will  be  remembered  by  her  many 
friends,  as  a  long-time  grower  of  African  vio¬ 
lets.  She  was  an  active  member  of  the  1st  Afri¬ 
can  Violet  Society  of  Wichita  Falls,  Texas,  for  18 
years,  spending  two  years  as  president. 

She  was  as  beautiful  as  the  African  violets  she 
loved  so  much. 

Allene  Peek 
1st  AVS  of  Wichita  Falls 

REBECCA  HARLAN 

Rebecca  Harlan  died  in  Memphis,  TN  on 
January  20, 1992.  She  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Memphis  African  Violet  Society,  and  also  the 
Bluff  City  African  Violet  Club,  and  was  very 
eager  to  learn  all  she  could  about  African  vio¬ 
lets. 

She  was  a  willing  worker  at  our  shows  and  a 
very  kind  and  considerate  person  who  will  be 
missed  by  all. 

Peggy  Adamson 
President 

Memphis  AVS 
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Coming  Events 


MAY  1  &  2  WYOMING  —  Sheridan  AVC  show/sale, 
"Around  the  Maypole  with  African  Violets  —  100  Years  of 
African  Violets/'  St.  Peters  Episcopal  Church  Hall.  May  1, 
5-8  p.m.;  May  1,  9  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Mary  Ann  Bennet,  presi¬ 
dent. 

MAY  1  &  2  CANADA  ■—  Stampede  City  AVS'  sixteenth 
annual  show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets/'  North  Hill 
Shopping  Centre,  16  Ave  &  14  St.,  N.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta. 
May  1,  9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  May  2,  9  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Erika  Harge- 
sheimer,  show  chair,  403-251-4947. 

MAY  1  &  2  NORTH  CAROLINA  —  AVS  of  Charlotte 
presents  its  10th  annual  exhibit/sale,  Eastland  Mall  (out¬ 
side  Penney's  -  lower  level)  5471  Central  Ave.,  Charlotte. 
May  1, 12:30 -9  p.m.;  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.;  Public  invited, 
free  admission.  For  more  information:  Ingrid  Pettypool, 
publicity  chair,  704-542-0199. 

MAY  1  &  2  NEW  JERSEY — AVS  of  North  Jersey's  24th 
annual  show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  St.  John's  Evan¬ 
gelical  Lutheran  Church,  810  Broad  St.,  Clifton.  May  1, 3:30 

-  8  p.m.;  May  2,  9:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m.  Free  admission. 

MAY  1  -  3  PENNSYLVANIA  Springfield  AVS, 
Delaware  County's  42nd  annual  show,  "Our  Garden  of 
Violets,"  Springfield  Mall,  Baltimore  Pike  and  Sproul 
Roads  (Routes  #1  and  320),  Springfield.  May  1,  noon  -  6 
p.m.;  May  2,  noon  -  9  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Barbara 
Jones,  215-696-7206;  Bettie  Roth,  215-566-6772,  show  co¬ 
chairs. 

MAY  2  MISSOURI  —  Heart  of  Missouri  AVC  will 
presents  its  11th  annual  show/ sale,  "To  Mother  vdth 
Love,"  Biscayne  Mail,  Columbia.  10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Patrick 
Chrouser,  show  chair. 

MAY  2  &  3  WISCONSIN  —  Oshkosh  Violet  Society's 
12th  annual  show/sale,  center  court  of  Park  Plaza  Mall, 
downtown  Oshkosh.  Free  admission,  public  welcome. 
May  2,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4:30  p.m.  For 
information:  Kevin  Degner,  414-426-3764. 

MAY  2  &  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  AVS  of  Philadelphia 
show/sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Plymouth  Meeting 
Mall,  upper  level,  Germantown  Pike  and  PA  Turnpike 
(Exit  25),  Plymouth  Meeting.  Open  to  the  public.  May  2, 1 

-  9  p.m.;  May  3,  noon  -  4  p.m.  Ray  Rogers,  chair.  For  more 
information:  215-836-5467. 

MAY  2  &  3  CONNECTICUT— Silvermine  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "All  Things  Bright  and  Beautiful,"  Westport  Nature 
Center,  10  Woodside  Lane,  Westport  (Post  Road  to  Kings 
Highway  North,  foUow  the  signs).  May  2, 1 :30  -  5  p.m.;  May 
3, 1  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission,  door  prizes.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion:  Lynn  Wallach,  227-5487. 


MAY  2  &  3  CONNECTICUT  —  Naugatonic  AVS 
show/sale,  Boothe  Memorial  Park  Hall,  Main  Street  (Put¬ 
ney),  Stratford  (Exit  53S  off  the  Merritt  Parkway).  May  2, 1 
-  4  p.m.;  May  3, 1 0  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Public  invited,  no  admission 
fee.  Door  prizes,  plenty  of  parking.  Roger  Wheeler,  show 
chair. 

MAY  2  &  3  MISSOURI  —  Springfield  AVS  show/ sale. 
South  Oaks  Centre,  3315  South  Campbell,  1-5  p.m.  Free 
admission.  Hazel  Hutchinson,  president. 

MAY  2  &  3  VIRGINIA  —  Old  Dominion  AVS  of 
Northern  Virginia's  show/sale,  "Saintpaulia  Centenary  - 
Ten  Decades  of  African  Violets,"  The  Society  of  American 
Florists,  1601  Duke  St.,  Alexandria.  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.; 
May  3,  noon  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information:  Terry  Hender¬ 
son,  show  chair,  703-237-7929,  or  Cathy  Akers,  publicity, 
703-490-4312. 

MAY  2  &  3  CANADA  —  First  Halifax  AVS  show/ sale, 
"Violets  Out  of  Africa,"  Lord  Nelson  Hotel,  South  Park  St., 
Halifax.  May  2, 2  -  5  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  4:30  P.M,  A  door 
prize  will  be  awarded. 

MAY  2  &  3  NEW  YORK  —  Paumanok  AVS  show/sale. 
Saint  Paraskevi  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  Shrine  Place  & 
Pulaski  Road,  Greenlawn.  May  2,  2  -  6  p.m.;  May  3, 1  -  5 
p.m.  Gloria  Rutmayer  and  Jane  Weber,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  2  &  3  WISCONSIN  —  Brew  City  Violeteers 
show/sale,  "Violets  Cruise  to  Paradise,"  Southgate  Mall, 
3333  S.  27th  St.,  Milwaukee.  May  2, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.;  May  3, 
noon  “  5  p.m.  Admission  free  to  the  public,  John  and  Sue 
George,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  2  &  3  CALIFORNIA  —  San  Joaquin  AVS  show/ 
sale,  'Violets  International,"  The  Mall  at  Weberstown 
(next  to  Weinstocks),  4950  Pacific  Ave.  at  March  Lane, 
Stockton.  May  2,  noon  -  9  p.m.;  May  3,  11  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Public  invited,  free  admission.  For  information:  Susan 
Bastianelli,  show  chair,  209-931-5070. 

MAY  2  &  3  PENNSYLVANIA  —  AVS  of  Lower  Bucks 
County's  18th  annual  show/sale,  'Violets  -  101,"  Oxford 
VaUey  Mall,  Route  1,  Langhorne.  May  2, 1  -  9  p.m.;  May  3, 
noon  -  6  p.m.  Free  admission.  For  more  information:  Joyce 
McMullen,  show  chair,  215-752-2554  or  Sandi  Smith,  215- 
946-8459. 

MAY  2  &  3  MISSOURI  —  Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV 
Council's  38th  annual  show/sale,  "100  Years  of  Violets," 
Missouri  Botanical  (Shaw's)  Garden,  4344  Shaw  Boule¬ 
vard,  St.  Louis.  Open  to  public.  May  2  &  3,  9  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Marilyn  Evensen,  show  chair. 

MAY  2  &  3  CALIFORNIA  Ventura  County  AVS 
show/sale,  "100  Bloomin  Years  of  Violets,"  Commercial 
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Building,  Ventura  County  Fairgrounds,  10  W.  Harbor 
Blvd.,  Ventura.  Please  enter  through  gate  6.  May  2,  noon  - 
5  p.m.;  May  3, 10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Admission  and  parking  free, 
open  to  the  public.  Jean  Shipley,  show  chair. 

MAY  7  -  9  OHIO  —  Violets  &  Friends  AVC  show/ sale, 
"Calendar  of  Violets,"  Miami  Valley  Centre,  Interstate  75 
and  Route  36,  Piqua.  May  7, 1  -  9  p.m.;  May  8  &  9, 10  a.m. 
-  9  p.m.  Public  invited.  For  more  information:  Mrs,  Richard 
Statler,  chair,  513-492-6588  or  Mrs.  Carl  Brown,  513-492- 
0728,  cochair. 

MAY  7  -  9  CANADA  --  The  AVS  of  Calgary  show/ 
sale,  'A/'iolet  Reflections,"  Chinook  Center,  6455  Macleod 
Trail  S.W.,  Calgary,  Alberta.  May  7  &  8, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.; 
May  9,  9:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m. 

MAY  8  &  9  CANADA  —  AVS  of  Central  Alberta 
show/sale,  "A  Symphony  of  Violets,"  Parkland  Mall,  Red 
Deer,  Alberta.  Elaine  Neilly,  show  chair. 

MAY  8  &  9  MARYLAND  Baltimore  AVC's  38th 
annual  show/ sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Towson  Mar¬ 
ketplace,  Joppa  &  Putty  HiU  roads,  Towson.  May  8,  1  -  9 
p.m.;  May  9,  9:30  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Free  admission.  Fore  more 
information:  Marie  Burns,  301-682-5473  or  Margaret  Har- 
court,  301-686-2824. 

MAY  8  &  9  TENNESSEE  —  Mid-South  AVS  show/ 
sale,  ^"Violets  Tour  Italy,"  Mall  of  Memphis,  Both  days,  10 
a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Free  admission. 

MAY  8  &  9  OHIO  —  Parmatown  AVC's  32nd  annual 
show,  "Ohio  Sunset  with  African  Violets,"  Parmatown 
Mall,  7899  West  Ridgewood  Drive,  comer  of  Ridge  and 
Ridgewood  Drive,  Parma.  May  8, 12:30  -  9  p.m.;  May  9,  9 
a.m.  -  9  p.m. 

MAY  8  &  9  WISCONSIN  Fox  Valley  AVC's  12th 
annual  show/ sale,  "Calendar  of  Violets,"  Avenue  Mall,  10 
College  Ave,,  Appleton.  May  8,  9:30  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  May  9, 
9:30  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  For  more  information:  Geraldine  Wilz, 
414-734-3198. 

MAY  8  &  9  OREGON  —  Mothers  Day  Plant  Sale, 
Eastport  Plaza  Shopping  Center,  west  end  of  the  mall 
(front  entrance),  4050  SE  82nd  (near  Holgate  Blvd.),  Port¬ 
land.  May  8, 10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.;  May  9, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  Free 
admission.  For  information:  Charlotte  Smith,  503-771-5762 
or  Jeanette  Florke,  503-630-7790. 

MAY  8  &  9  NORTH  CAROLINA  Green  Thumb 
AVS  show/sale,  Carolina  East  Mall,  10  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  Green¬ 
ville. 

MAY  8  &  9  NORTH  CAROLINA  —  The  First 

Goldsboro  AVS  show/ sale,  "Remembering  with  Violets," 
Berkeley  Mall,  Berkeley  Blvd.,  Goldsboro.  9  a.m.  -  9:30 
p.m.,  both  days.  For  more  information:  Lorena  Bunn,  919- 
747-8917. 

MAY  8  -  10  MISSOURI  —  Sho-Me  AVC  show,  "Vio¬ 
lets,  Stars  of  the  Silver  Screen,"  Loose  Park  Garden  Center, 
5200  Pennsylvania,  Kansas  City.  May  9,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.; 
May  10,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Sylvia  Prince,  show  chair;  Kitty 


Julian,  president. 

MAY  8-10  ILLINOIS  •—  The  African  Violet  Fanciers, 
Inc.  sale/display,  Cherryvale  Mall,  1-90  Exit  &  Harrison, 
Rockford.  Florise  Hogan,  president,  815-397-2000. 

MAY  9  NEBRASKA  —  Omaha  AVS  show/sale, 
Southroads  Mall.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  For  more  information: 
Mary  Krebs,  show  chair,  402-331-5498. 

MAY  9  TEXAS  —  AV  Study  Club  of  Houston  plant 
sale,  Westwood  Mall  (Hwy  59  &  Bissonnet),  Houston. 
Hours  will  be  from  10  a.m.  until  sold  out. 

MAY  9  &  10  VIRGINIA  Tidewater  AVS'  10th  an¬ 
nual  show/sale,  "Let's  Celebrate,  Violets  for  all  Occa¬ 
sions,"  Norfolk  Botanical  Gardens,  Norfolk  (take  airport 
exit  off  1-64  and  follow  city  signs  to  gardens).  May  9,  2:30  - 
5  p.m.;  May  10, 11  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Entrance  to  gardens,  $2.00; 
show  is  free.  For  more  information:  Carol  Van,  804-851- 
2543  or  Pat  Knight,  804-851-2115,  show  cochairs. 

MAY  9  &  10  KANSAS  — •  Bright  Petals  AVS  show/sale. 
Gold  Room,  Holiday  Inn,  3017  10th,  Great  Bend.  May  9,  9 
a.m.  -  7  p.m.;  May  10, 10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Free  admission. 

MAY  9  &  10  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Rochester  show/ 
sale,  "African  Violets  Get  Hooked  on  the  Qassics,"  Garden 
Center  of  Rochester,  5  Castle  Park  (off  Reservoir  near  the 
comer  of  Mt.  Hope  Blvd.),  Rochester.  May  9, 2  -  6  p.m.;  May 
10,  11  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Public  invited.  Doug  Burdick  show 
chair.  For  information:  716-244-3375. 

MAY  9  &  10  ALABAMA  —  The  Pride  of  Enterprise 
AVS  show/sale,  "Blasting  Off  with  Violets,"  Morgan 
Square  Mall,  Enterprise.  May  9,  noon  -  8  p.m.;  May  10, 1  - 
5  p.m.  For  more  information:  Tony  Collins,  show  chair, 
205-299-3890  or  Keith  Judy,  cochair,  205-598-2617. 

MAY  14  -  17  MONTREAL,  CANADA  —  AVSC  An¬ 
nual  Convention /Show,  "Violette  Montreal,"  Le  Chateau 
Champlain  Hotel.  1,  Place  du  Canada  Montreal,  Que.  H3B 
4C9.  Registration:  May  14, 1  -  9p.m.;  May  15, 7:30- 8:30a.m. 
Show  hours:  May  15, 2  -  9  p.m.;  May  16, 9  a.m.  -  5  p.m.;  May 
17,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  Information  and/or  registration,  con¬ 
tact:  Convention  chair,  Qaude  Rivest,  276  Martin,  Repen- 
tigny,  Que.  J6A  1J2.  Phone:  514-582-3043. 

MAY  16  &  17  CALIFORNIA  —  AVS  of  South  Bay 
show/sale,  "African  Violet  Gems,"  Westgate  Shopping 
Mall,  corner  Saratoga  and  Campbell  Ave.,  San  Jose  (near 
Ross  Store).  May  16, 2  -  9  p.m.;  May  17, 10  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  For 
more  information:  408-379-1859. 

MAY  16  &  17  NEW  YORK  —  AVS  of  Syracuse  show/ 
sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Shoppingtown  MaU,  Inter¬ 
state  481,  Exit  3,  Dewitt.  May  16,  2  -  9  p.m.;  May  17,  noon  - 
5  p.m.  Free  admission,  open  to  the  public.  For  information: 
Richard  Gundlach,  315-455-2963. 

MAY  23  &  24  ALASKA  --  Aurora  Borealis  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "A  Century  of  Violets,"  Northway  Mall,  Anchorage, 
during  regular  mall  hours.  Open  to  public,  free  admission. 
For  more  information:  Helen  Krumrey,  president,  907-333- 
5949  or  Lucy  Moody,  show  chair,  907-594-9374. 
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MAY  24  CANADA  —  Toronto  AVS  show/sale,  "Out 
of  Africa,"  Civic  Garden  Centre,  Edwards  Gardens,  777 
Lawrence  Ave.  E.  Don  Mills,  Ontario;  11  a.m.  -  5  p.m. 
Admission  -  $L(X);  Jean  Hamilton,  show  chair. 

MAY  30  &  31  NEVADA  —  Reno/Sparks  AVS  show/ 
sale,  "April  Showers  Bring  May  Flowers,"  Park  Lane  Mall, 
comer  of  Plumb  and  South  Virginia.  May  30,  10  a.m.  -  6 
p.m.;  May  31, 11  a.m.  -  6  p.m.  For  more  information:  Carol 
Marks,  702-358-5677. 

MAY  30  &  31  CALIFORNIA  —  The  AVS  of  San 
Francisco's  show/sale,  "Discover  the  New  World  of  Vio¬ 
lets,"  San  Francisco  County  Fair  Building  (formerly  the 
Hall  of  Flowers),  Golden  Gate  Park,  9th  Ave.  and  Lincoln 
Way,  San  Francisco.  May  30,  sale,  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.,  show,  2 
-  5  p.m.;  May  31,  Sale  &  show,  10  a.m.  -  4  p.m.  The  new  and 
rare  yellow  African  violet  will  be  featured  in  a  display  of 
new  1991  and  1992  varieties.  Free  admission,  convenient 
public  transportation  includes  MUNI  #44,  #71  and  the  N- 
Judah  Metro.  Visitors  from  the  East  Bay  may  take  BART  to 
the  Embarcadero  Station  and  transfer  to  MUNTs  N-Judah 
street  car.  Get  off  at  9th  Ave.  and  walk  north  one  block  to 


Lincoln  Way.  Gary  Beck,  show  chair,  415-771-2342.  For 
more  information:  Christine  Johnson,  510-758-6613  or  415- 
957-0977. 

JUNE  6  NEW  JERSEY  AVC  of  Burlington  County 
show/sale,  "Forever  Violets,"  Burlington  Center  Mall,  Rte 
541,  Burlington.  1-9  p.m.  For  more  information,  609-877- 
8696.  Laurel  Brown,  president.  Susan  Amao,  show  chair. 

JUNE  12  &  13  WISCONSIN  —  The  African  Violet 
Fanciers,  Inc.  sale/display,  Beloit  Mall,  Rt.  51,  North  Be¬ 
loit.  Horise  Hogan,  president,  815-397-2000. 

JUNE  14  CALIFORNIA  —  Bellflower  AVS  sale/dis¬ 
play,  Huntington  National  Bank,  9025  Artesia  Blvd.,  Bell¬ 
flower.  10  a.m.  -  5  p.m.  Free  admission,  public  welcome, 
plenty  of  parking.  For  more  information:  Yvette  Homan, 
310-420-8866. 

JUDGING  SCHOOLS 

MAY  17  NEVADA  —  The  Reno/Sparks  AVS  will  be 
sponsoring  an  AVSA  approved  Judging  School.  Barbara 
Elkin  will  be  the  teacher.  For  more  information,  contact: 
Carol  Marks,  702-358-5677  or  Jann  SeUeck,  702-851-4824. 


AVSA  Booster  Fund 


Ruth  Warren 
P.  O.  Box  3664 
Fall  River,  MA  02722 


AVSA  sincerely  appreciates  the  response  to 
the  Booster  Fund  in  completing  full  payment 
for  the  computer  and  printer  for  the  office.  I 
personally  thank  each  and  everyone.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  to  accomplish  many  things  when  we  all 
make  some  commitment,  sacrifice,  contribution 
and  support  to  AVSA.  It  is  our  interest  in  our 
beloved  African  violet  that  brought  us  together 
and  made  us  'Violet  friends." 


Don  Thornburg  . . . $10.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

in  memory  of  Cecilia  Gonnoud  . . ........20.00 

Hans  &  Everdina  Inpijn 

in  memory  of  Dr.  Theodore  Berg . .....................20.00 

Nutmeg  State  AVS 

in  memory  of  Irene  Traskers . . . . . 25.00 

Marge  Fargeot 

in  memory  of  Irene  Traskers . . . ..25.00 

Baltimore  AVC . . . . . . . . . . 30.00 

Inner  City  AVS 

in  memory  of  Lois  Russell . . .  50.00 


Green  Thumb  AVC  . . . . . . . . .......10.00 

Ruth  E.  Warren 

(Boston  convention) . . . . . . . 7.00 

Amethyst  AVC . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Beatrice  Jones.... . . . . . . . .  10.00 

Geraldine  Sanders  . . ...........10.00 

Vincent  Gonnoud 

in  memory  of  Cecelia  Gonnoud . . . .....25.00 

Mary  Lester . . . . . . . . 20.00 

Pittsburgh  VS  . . ...................................20.00 

Horence  DiLiberti . . 10.00 

Julius  &  BeUe  Gorkin . . . . . ......5.00 

First  AVS  of  Dallas 

in  memory  of  Sue  Whitfield . . . . . . . 25.00 

L.  T.  &  Yvonne  Ozio,  Jr. 
in  memory  of  Forest  Edwards, 

father  of  Esther  Edwards  Wells . . . .20.00 

Ruth  E.  Warren 

in  memory  of  Forest  Edwards, 

father  of  Esther  Edwards  Wells . . . . . .........20.00 

Thimble  Island  AVS  ....................................................25.00 

Genola  cox 

in  lieu  of  speaker  fee  -  Brew  City  Violeteers . 25.00 
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"Experience"  —  A  Great  Teacher! 


Lucille  Prutsman 
Rt.  4  Box  39 
Nashville,  NC  27856 


I  have  raised  beautiful  African  violets  during 
the  25  years  F ve  been  involved  in  the  hobby,  but 
several  years  ago  I  began  having  problems  with 
yellowing  leaves.  Not  only  the  older  leaves,  but 
the  color  of  the  entire  plant  was  not  the  rich, 
dark  green  of  other  club  member's  plants.  In 
spite  of  this,  there  was  plenty  of  bloom. 

Then  I  began  seeing  watery  looking  areas  in 
the  leaves,  sometimes  only  along  the  edges, 
often  in  a  mottled,  erratic  pattern  seen  only 
from  the  underside  of  the  yellowing  leaf.  At 
certain  times  of  the  year,  there  was  less,  espe¬ 
cially  in  autumn  after  a  summer  of  fans  or  air 
conditioning  being  used. 

I  searched  all  my  violet  information,  finding 
no  clue  on  solving  it.  Leaves  were  sent  to  my 
State  Department  of  Agriculture  and  even  they 
found  nothing.  As  leaves  deteriorated,  they  had 
to  be  removed,  so  my  500  plant  collection  was 
fast  becoming  extinct.  Friends  recommended 
more  fertilizer,  more  lime,  their  soil  mix  or  less 
fluorescent  light.  I  tried  them  all  nothing 
worked.  Other  club  members  used  city  water, 
but  I  used  well  water.  None  of  them  had  this 
problem,  so  I  was  certain  it  must  be  my  water. 
I  changed  the  pH  of  my  water  to  the  recom¬ 
mended  7.0  by  the  addition  of  chemicals  for  an 
extended  period.  Still  no  change. 

In  desperation,  I  sent  plants  and  leaves  to 
Ronn  Nadeau  for  analysis.  That  was  the  best 
$101  ever  spent,  although  at  the  time,  his  report 
of  botrytis  seemed  far-fetched,  especially  since 
he  recommended  I  start  over.  Botrytis,  a  fun¬ 
gus,  lives  inside  the  plant.  Every  article  I  had 
read  on  this  ailment  said  the  plant  center  would 
become  gray  and  rot  and  I  never  saw  any  of  that. 
I  had  been  seeing  "crazy"  blooms  with  petal 
tips  remaining  curled  inward  and  dark  reds 
and  purples  showing  grayish  white  areas 


throughout  the  bloom  along  with  hairy  plant 
centers  that  didn't  grow.  I  had  seen  this  "wa¬ 
tery"  leaf  problem,  accompanied  by  yellowing 
on  plants  at  a  commercial  grower.  Perhaps  this 
type  of  botrytis  is  more  common  than  previ¬ 
ously  thought. 

Then  along  came  the  March/ April  1991  is¬ 
sue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine  with  the  "A 
Fungus  Among  Us"  article  in  the  Beginners 
Column,  written  by  Kent  and  Joyce  Stork.  That 
was  it!  Botrytis  blossom  blight  caused  by  too 
cool  night  temperatures,  too  high  humidity  and 
lack  of  air  circulation.  I  had  to  discard  many, 
many  plants  before  getting  to  the  bottom  of  the 
problem,  but  that  is  the  only  sure  way  of  exter¬ 
minating  any  plant  problem. 

One  day,  I  visited  a  friend  who  grew  gor¬ 
geous  violets.  She  used  a  mix  adding  perlite  to 
lighten  it.  I  had  been  getting  such  poor  quality 
sphagnum  peat  moss,  I  switched  to  her  mix.  I 
also  purchased  a  pH  meter  to  make  sure  I  had  a 
perfect  mix.  I  had  grown  violets  for  years  with¬ 
out  owning  a  meter.  Well,  in  order  to  get  the 
correct  pH  of  6.5  -6.8,1  found  it  necessary  to  add 
a  very  large  quantity  of  peat.  It  seemed  like  a  lot, 
but  that  is  what  the  meter  registered. 

So,  on  I  went  with  my  "perfect"  mix,  trans¬ 
planting  hundreds  of  plants  into  it.  Immedi¬ 
ately,  something  was  wrong.  Plant  centers 
turned  yellow,  centers  stopped  growing  and 
small  leaves  became  very  wrinkled  or  cupped. 
The  whole  plant  looked  so  distressed,  many 
went  in  the  trash. 

About  this  time,  we  went  on  vacation  for  a 
week.  The  day  we  arrived  at  our  destination, 
500  miles  away,  my  son  called  with  the  disturb¬ 
ing  news,  "the  air  conditioner  quit."  Violets  in 
North  Carolina  do  not  do  well  in  the  summer 
with  no  air  conditioning  and  mine  were  no 
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exception.  The  plants  survived  with  fans  circu¬ 
lating  the  air,  but  not  well. 

I  have  now  returned  to  way  I  grew  violets 
when  I  had  such  nice  ones,  using  Lyon's  mix, 
rooting  leaves  in  vermiculite/ perlite,  and  using 
Rapid  Gro.  Yes,  I  repotted  hundreds  again  and 
the  plants  are  looking  and  blooming  much  bet¬ 
ter.  I  almost  forgot  one  important  detail:  the 
new  pH  meter  I  used  never  had  worked  cor¬ 
rectly.  This  wasn't  discovered  until  compared 
with  the  reading  on  a  friend's  meter  after  my 
plants  had  been  growing  in  the  incorrect  mix  for 
three  months. 

They  say  experience  is  a  great  teacher;  if  so,  I 
certainly  should  have  learned  a  lot.  By  running 
fans  constantly,  setting  the  night  temperature  at 
66  degrees,  days  at  70,  controlling  excess  hu¬ 
midity  and  spraying  with  Daconil  (1/4  tsp.  to 
quart  of  very  warm  water  plus  drop  Ivory),  my 
plants  are  now  a  rich,  dark  green  and  I  am 
looking  forward  to  many  more  beautiful  violets 

Important  Notice: 
Senior  Judges 

If  your  Senior  Judge  certificate  expires  this 
year,  you  may  apply  for  the  renewal  examina¬ 
tion  between  June  1  and  September  1,  1992. 
Allow  up  to  two  weeks  for  delivery.  Write  to 
Mrs.  Frances  C.  King,  3327  28th  St.,  San  Diego, 
CA  92104.  The  fee  is  $3.50  (make  check  payable 
to  A  VS  A).  The  deadline  for  returning  the  com¬ 
pleted  examination  for  grading  is  October  1, 
1992. 

Those  Advanced  Judges  who  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  and  wish  to  apply  for  their  first 
Senior  Judge  examination,  send  check  for  $3.50 
to  Mrs.  King.  Also  send  the  following  items  of 
documentation  of  eligibility  per  AVSA  Hand¬ 
book:  1.)  list  of  judging  schools  attended, 
grades,  etc.,  2.)  signed  schedules  of  five  AVSA 
shows  judged,  and  3.)  a  3"  x  5”  card  verifying 
three  blue  ribbons  earned.  These  items  will  be 
returned  if  a  self-addressed  stamped  envelope 


is  included. 

Allow  up  to  three  weeks  for  delivery.  Appli¬ 
cations  postmarked  after  September  1,  1992 
will  be  returned  and  application  may  be  made 
next  year.  Completed  exams  postmarked  after 
October  1, 1992  will  not  be  graded.  Allow  three 
weeks  or  more  (after  October  1, 1992)  for  grad¬ 
ing  and  return  of  examination. 


New  AVSA 
Life  Members 

New  AVSA  Life  Members  since  the  May/ 
June  1991  issue  of  the  African  Violet  Magazine 
are: 

Gary  R.  Beck,  San  Francisco,  CA;  Virginia 
Ellis,  Camarillo,  CA;  Ruth  M.  Foust,  Winters, 
CA;  Mary  Gregory,  Hawthorne,  CA;  Rebecca 
Jackson,  Santa  Rosa,  CA; 

Charlene  Francis,  Gainesville,  FL;  Bonnie 
Klein,  Melbourne  Beach,  FL; 

Eric  Summers,  Middletown,  MD; 

Linda  Golubski,  Blue  Springs,  MO;  Kitten 
Lawless,  St.  Louis,  MO;  Stephen  Charles  Wells, 
Liberty,  MO; 

Jill  Larson  Cottrill,  Butte,  MT; 

Richard  J.  Labanowski,  Pine  Island,  NY; 

Alice  Easter,  Philadelphia,  PA; 

Deborah  W.  Grant,  Summerville,  SC; 

Betty  Tracy,  San  Antonio,  "DC; 

Jacqueline  Pitt,  Southampton,  Bermuda; 

Dorothy  Owens,  Canada;  Elizabeth  A. 
Rousseau,  Canada; 

Dr.  Paul  Birch,  England; 

Dr.  Lee  Wai  Luen  Stephen,  Hong  Kong; 

Osamu  Tokugawa,  Japan; 

Winston  S.  Marchant,  Cape  South  Africa. 
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mini  -  tidbits 


^  Florence  Naylor 
2647  Harbor  Boulevard, Ventura,  CA  93001 


The  response  to  the  25  Favorite  Miniature  and 
Semiminiature  lists  has  been  steady.  T ve  heard 
from  East  and  West  coasts  and  in  between. 
Results  of  the  survey  will  be  printed  in  the  July/ 
August  AVM. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  introduce  com¬ 
mittee  member  -  Cairoll  Gealy.  Carroll  won 
Best  in  Show  with  Falling  Snow  at  the  1991  Santa 
Clara  AVSA  convention.  Here  are  her  thoughts 
on  foliar  feeding: 

"For  me,  the  one  procedure  that  makes  that 
special  difference  between  a  very  good  African 
violet  and  a  great  one,  is  a  good  foliar  feeding 
program,  ITl  explain. 

"Back  in  the  winter  of  1982,  many  of  my  TL 
variegated  plants  became  too  anemic  -=  com¬ 
pletely  white  or  pink  in  the  center.  Growth  had 
slowed  to  a  standstill.  Some  even  wilted  and 
died,  I  felt  there  had  to  be  a  way  to  get  them  back 
on  track.  Thus  began  my  experiment  with  foliar 
feeding. 

"I  started  with  1/4  tsp,  of  fish  emulsion  to  a 
quart  of  warm  water  once  a  week.  Soon,  my 
variegated  plants  began  to  grow  again.  Greener 
leaves  appeared  in  the  centers.  The  immediate 
response  was  amazing.  In  a  few  weeks,  allot  my 
plants  were  looking  so  much  more  healthy  and 
vibrant, 

"After  trying  different  combinations,  I  finally 
settled  on  Rapid  Grow  or  sometimes  orchid 
fertilizer  (30-10-10),  both  with  0.10%  chelated 
iron  (at  the  same  1/4  tsp,  per  quart). 

"I  mist  when  the  lights  are  on  so  that  the 
plants  are  dry  by  the  time  the  lights  go  off.  The 
water  comes  from  a  reverse  osmosis  unit  so  that 


it  is  fairly  clear  of  minerals.  My  feeding  sched¬ 
ule  is  twice  a  week,  beginning  about  six  months 
before  a  show.  As  soon  as  the  blossoms  start  to 
open,  I  stop  the  foliar  feeding. 

"I  use  this  same  fertilizer  mixture  to  m^ash  my 
plants,  but  add  a  spreader  (surfactant).  This 
mixture  cleans  the  foliage  better  and  does  not 
leave  "water  spots/' 

"It  has  been  my  experience  that  foliar  feeding 
does  not  cause  the  leaves  of  naturally  small 
plants  to  grow  larger.  Some  small  plants  will 
grow  larger  leaves  no  matter  what  you  do.  But, 
a  good  consistent  small  variety  will  grow  with 
vigor  and  become  more  hardy,  yet  maintain  the 
same  small  growth  pattern,  even  with  foliar 
feeding. 

"I  must  warn  you,  though,  crown  variegated 
plants  CANNOT  be  foliar  fed.  Crown  variega¬ 
tion  is  not  popular  in  Southern  California  be¬ 
cause  these  plants  do  not  stay  variegated.  I  love 
Bogeyman  in  spite  of  its  crown  variegation,  so  I 
am  always  careful  to  remove  it  from  the  shelf 
before  foliar  feeding," 

I  was  delighted  to  hear  Marie  Bums  discuss 
her  foliar  feeding  program  at  the  Orlando  con¬ 
vention  in  1987,  There  is  considerable  debate  in 
Southern  California  on  the  merits  of  foliar  feed¬ 
ing,  I  only  know  that  it  works  for  me.  Condi¬ 
tions  and  climates  differ,  so  let  us  hear  about 
foliar  feeding  from  your  part  of  the  country. 

More  from  our  committee  members  next 
time. 

Send  me  your  spring  show  winners.  It's  nice 
to  know  what  everyone  is  growing  and  show- 
ing. 
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AVSA  AFFILIATES 


Irene  Merrell 
Affiliate  Chairman 
W283  Hillendale  Drive 
Oconomowoc,  WI 53066 


This  is  crunch  time  (January)  for  me:  reports, 
budget,  this  column,  plus  shipping  show  pack- 
ets  and  multi  schedules  arriving  daily.  To  make 
the  affiliate  chairman's  job  a  little  lighter,  I 
would  like  to  make  a  checklist  for  you: 

1.  Show  schedules  are  to  be  sent  to  the  affili¬ 
ate  chairman  for  approval.  Be  sure  to  check  to 
see  who  he/ she  is. 

2.  Whether  you  send  a  draft  or  final  schedule 
for  approval,  send  a  check  for  $5.00  made  out  to 
AVSA  for  the  Award  Packet.  The  fee  is  to  par¬ 
tially  cover  the  cost  of  ribbons,  postage,  and  all 
the  important  papers  you  need  for  your  show. 

3.  Review  AVSA  rules  in  the  AVSA  Hand¬ 
book  and  the  Shows  and  Judges  column  in  the 
AVM  for  current  up-dates  and  changes.  This 
could  be  a  club  program  before  your  schedules 
is  written,  conducted  by  an  AVSA  judge  or  your 
show  chairman.  Use  it  as  an  opportunity  to 
learn  something  new  or  to  jog  the  memory. 

4.  Your  affiliate  chairman  has  a  packet  for 
starting  new  clubs,  sends  out  new  charters  with 
a  free  "Guide  for  Presidents  and  AVSA  Repre¬ 
sentatives,"  and  sends  out  certificates  for  those 
affiliates  whose  membership  is  100%  AVSA 
affiliated. 

5.  Upon  receipt  of  $1.50  in  a  check  made  out 
to  AVSA,  we  will  send  out  to  any  club  (or 
member)  requesting  a  "Guide"  for  your  presi¬ 
dent  or  AVSA  representative. 

6.  Don't  let  the  AVSA  Awards  become  "old 
hat"  and  taken  for  granted.  They  should  be 
earned  with  pride  and  a  feeling  of  accomplish¬ 
ment  by  following  the  simple  rules  AVSA  has 
set  up  for  an  AVSA  affiliate  show  or  convention 
show. 

7.  Become  familiar  with  the  inside  cover  of 


the  AVM  —  "Strictly  Business  Your  Busi¬ 
ness"  —  it's  there  for  you. 

As  Mildred  Schroeder  said  to  me  when  I  took 
on  this  job,  "It  is  a  big,  big,  big,  big  job,"  and 
indeed  it  is.  I  have  learned  from  this  experience 
and  have  enjoyed  being  in  contact  with  and 
getting  better  acquainted  with  you.  May  you  all 
have  the  very  best  shows  you  are  capable  of  — 
quality  not  quantity.  Be  kind  and  considerate  to 
your  fellow  club  members  and  to  the  new  affili¬ 
ate  chairman.  Bob  Green.  Be  patient  with  us 
during  the  transition.  I  want  to  thank  all  of  you 
for  letting  me  be  a  part  of  your  "violet  life." 


POET'S  CORNER  - 

THE  VIOLET 

Violets  on  the  windowsill 
Remind  me  of  the  pleasure 
When  first  I  met  a  group  of  friends 
The  violet  brought  together. 

Violets  on  the  windowsill. 

Ribbons  shining  in  the  sun 
Red,  Blue,  White,  too. 

But  none,  like  the  first  one  won. 

A.P. 


NEW  AFFILIATE  CHAIRMAN: 

Bob  Green 
997  Botany  Lane 
Rockledge,  FL  32955 
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Registration  Report 

Iris  Keating 
149  Loretto  Court 
Claremont,  CA  91711 


A  name  reservation  costs  $1.00  and  is  valid 
for  two  years,  after  which  time  it  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  two  years  for  an  additional  $1 .00.  Regis¬ 
tration  of  the  plant  is  $5.00  unless  completed 
within  the  reservation  period,  in  which  case  the 
balance  is  then  $4.00. 

REGISTRATIONS 

Nancy  Johnston  -  Bakersfield,  CA 
’^ANGEL'S  HALO  (7652)  1/9/92  (N.  Johnston) 
Single  hot  pink  sticktite  pansy/ fuchsia  eye, 
wide  white  edge.  Medium  green,  plain, 
pointed.  Standard 

^SONG  OF  SUMMER  (7653)  1/9/92  (N. 
Johnston)  Single-semidouble  rose-pink 
pansy/darker  center.  TL  variegated  dark 
green  and  rose,  quilted,  pebbled.  Miniature 
^WHEELS  OF  FORTUNE  (7654)  1/9/92  (N. 
Johnston)  Single  chimera  rose-pink  large 
fringed  star/ white  stripe.  Medium  green, 
plain,  pointed.  Standard 

REGISTRAR'S  NOTE:  (7655)  Registration  has 
been  deferred  at  the  hybridizer's  request. 

Frank  Tinari  -  Huntingdon  Valley,  PA 
^CENTENNIAL  FLARE  (7656)  1/22/92  (F. 
Tinari)  Double  dark  burgundy.  Medium 
green,  heart-shaped,  quilted /red  back.  Stan¬ 
dard 


’^CENTENNIAL  PURPLE  (7657)  1/22/92  (F. 
Tinari)  Semidouble  dark  purple  ruffled  large. 
Medium  green,  heart-shaped,  serrated.  Stan¬ 
dard 

’^CENTENNIAL  SPARKLER  (7658)  1/22/92 
(F.  Tinari)  Single  vibrant  pink/ darker  center. 
Dark  green,  heart-shaped,  glossy/ red  back. 
Standard 

’^CENTENNIAL  THUNDER  (7659)  1/22/92 
(F.  Tinari)  Single  white  ruffled  large/laven- 
der-tinged  center  ring,  edge.  Medium  green, 
heart-shaped.  Standard 

Raymond  Britton  -  Santa  Cruz,  CA 
’CRAY'S  DELIGHT  (7660)  1/24/92  (R.  Britton) 
Single  fuchsia  rayed /some  fine  white  edge. 
Medium  green,  plain.  Standard 

sf-91-91- SI- 

NAME  RESERVATIONS 
Beverly  Promersberger  -  Leesville,  LA 

*  Cotton  Patch  Morning  Star  Paisley  Plum  * 
Tatoo 

sfsi-sfsi. 

Rose  Hammond  -  Greenville,  TX 

*  Beautiful  Marcia  *  Laura  Laura  *  Miss  Brianne 

Ruth  Bann  -  Fridley,  MN 

(Each  of  the  following  is  preceded  by  the  name 

Rebel's):  Blueberry  Spinner  *  Clown  Fantasy 

Spinner  Frosted  Kiss  Frosted  Raspberry  * 

Frosted  Snow  Gingham  Elf  North  Star 

Peachy  Frills  *  Snowy  Bright  Swirlique  * 

Whirlabout 
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Read  Label  Before  "Feeding" 


Irene  Fredette 
1545  Whitney  Ave. 
Hamden,  CT  06517 


There  is  a  growing  body  of  evidence  which 
suggests  that  African  violets  are  frequently 
dosed  with  improper  "medicines"  and  given 
ineffective  diets  simply  because  the  grower  has 
no  clear  idea  as  to  what  is  being  administered  or 
why.  No  one  would  dream  of  tossing  an  apple, 
an  onion,  and  a  walnut  into  a  bag  and  labeling 
it  "fruit."  Yet  such  a  practice  is  not  uncommon 
among  growers  who  regard  diverse  and  dis- 
similar  products  as  "fertilizers." 

Inorganic  fertilizers  or  plant  foods  are  re¬ 
quired  specifically  to  list  the  nutrients  and  the 
consumer  can  readily  see  the  quantity  of  major 
nutrients  (nitrogen,  phosphorus,  potassium) 
contained  in  various  brands.  Secondary  ele¬ 
ments  and  trace  elements,  if  present,  may  also 
be  indicated.  No  listing  is  mandatory  for  or¬ 
ganic  fertilizers  and  soil  additives  such  as  blood 
meal,  manure,  kelp,  cottonseed  meal,  etc. 

All  too  often,  root  promoting  substances  are 
confused  with  fertilizers.  One  grower  wrote:  "I 
have  been  foliar  feeding  with  Brand  X  and  it 
really  improved  my  show  plants.  But  there  is 
something  else  which  makes  the  foliage  look  a 
bit  dull  this  year."  She  had  been  spraying  her 
large  plants  with  a  hormone  solution  formu¬ 
lated  for  stimulating  root  production  in  cuttings 
and  the  leaves  probably  looked  dull  from  dried 
residue.  The  benefits  she  cited  were  either 
imaginary  or  the  result  of  increased  humidity 
and  more  attention  to  those  plants.  Healthy, 
mature  plants  have  an  adequate  root  system 
which  needs  no  further  stimulation  which  may 
actually  harm  the  plant.  And  one  does  not  prop¬ 
erly  stimulate  root  production  by  applying  the 
stimulant  to  leaves. 

Some  products  are  concerned  with  auxin/ 
hormone  activity.  Common  hormones  or  aux¬ 
ins  or  growth  regulators,  i.e.,  root  promoting 
substances  —  include  napthaleneacetic  acid 


(NAA),  indolebutyric  acid  (IBA)  and  2-4  di- 
chlorophenoacetic  acid.  Often  thiamine  hydro¬ 
chloride  (vitamin  B-1)  is  added.  Virtually  all 
products  which  initiate  and  stimulate  root 
production — Hormex,  Superthrive,  Rootone,  Dip 
'n  Grow,  Allegro,  Science  Vitamin  B-1,  etc.  — 
contain  one  or  more  of  these  regulators  or 
hormones.  Dry  powders  contain  talc,  others  are 
in  aqueous  solutions,  and  still  others  are  in 
solutions  of  kelp  which  does  not  have  nutri¬ 
tional  value.  A  close  look  at  the  labels  of 
Superthrive  and  Science  Vitamin  B-1,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  reveals  that  the  ingredients  are  identi¬ 
cal:  NAA  and  vitamin  B-1.  Others  simply  say 
"hormones,"  the  most  commonly  used  being 
NAA  and  IBA. 

The  value  of  root  promoters  is  well  estab¬ 
lished,  as  shown  by  the  tremendous  number  of 
reports  in  scientific  journals  of  tests  made  on 
the  rooting  of  cuttings  of  plant  species.  Thus,  by 
all  means,  feel  free  to  try  some,  but  do  read  the 
labels  and  instructions  and  do  not  confuse 
plant  hormones  with  fertilizers.  And,  don't 
look  for  miracles  in  a  bottle  which  will  revive  a 
dead  leaf  or  rejuvenate  a  terminally  sick  plant. 
Learn  to  understand  the  message  on  the  label  in 
order  to  avoid  disappointments  and  confusion. 


You  won't  want  to  miss 
The  "New" 

African  Violet  Magazine 

—  Coming  to  your  mail  boxes 
beginning  with  the 
July  I  August  1992  issue 

RENEW  TODAY! 

_ y 
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MAVERICK'S  FADED  JEANS 
Blue  Ribbon  winner  -  Commercial  Display  Table 
Santa  Clara  (CA)  AVSA  Convention  1991 
Marie's  Adoptable  Violets 
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SHOWS  AND  JUDGES 


Bill  Foster 
3610  Gray  Drive 
Mesquite,  TX  75150 


It  was  nice  to  see  and  visit  with  you  again. 
The  Ohio  members  did  a  grand  job  with  the 
convention. 

Thanks  to  the  judges,  clerks,  and  consultants 
for  all  the  time  you  put  in  the  show  room.  Your 
work  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  column  for  May/June  is  always  a  diffi¬ 
cult  one.  The  column  must  be  written  long 
before  the  AVSA  convention;  yet,  you  will  be 
reading  it  after  the  convention  has  taken  place. 
I  will  give  you  a  report  of  the  Shows  and  Judges 
Committee  meeting,  and  the  Judges  Breakfast 
discussions  in  the  September/October  column. 

We  have  had  a  few  problems  in  the  past  year 
with  registering  judging  schools.  Perhaps  we 
need  to  discuss  this. 

When  a  group  decides  to  sponsor  a  judging 
school,  a  local  chair  should  be  appointed  or 
selected  in  some  manner.  The  chair  should 
apply  for  registration  blanks  at  least  three 
months  prior  to  the  date  of  the  judging  school. 
This  application  should  be  made  to  Mrs.  Elinor 
Skelton,  3910  Larchwood  Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA 
22041. 

The  completed  registration  forms  should  be 
returned  to  Mrs.  Skelton  at  least  two  months 
prior  to  the  school  at  which  point,  Mrs.  Skelton 
will  notify  the  local  chair,  the  teacher,  the 
member  of  the  Shows  &  Judges  Committee  in 
charge  of  approving  exams,  and  the  Shows  and 
Judges  Chair,  me,  that  the  school  has  been  reg¬ 
istered. 

Once  you  have  received  verification  that 
your  school  is  registered,  you  only  have  to  deal 
with  the  teacher.  An  exception  to  that  would  be 
if  the  date  of  the  school  would  have  to  be 


changed.  The  change  should  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Skelton. 

The  local  chair  passes  out  the  teacher  evalu¬ 
ation  sheets  at  the  school  and  collects  them 
when  they  are  completed.  These  are  to  be  sent 
directly  to  me.  On  several  occasions  they  have 
been  sent  to  Mrs.  Skelton.  This  should  be  done 
immediately. 

On  a  number  of  occasions,  I  have  had  to  wait 
for  the  evaluation  sheets  before  I  could  process 
the  school. 

TEACHERS  — 

the  representative  from  the  Shows  &  Judges 
Committee  that  approves  your  exam  is  Mrs. 
Frances  Young,  6109  Shadow  Mountain  Dr., 
Austin,  TX  78731. 

At  times,  these  have  been  sent  to  Mrs. 
Frances  King.  Mrs.  King  is  the  Senior  Judges 
Examiner  and  you  should  request  your  senior 
judges  exam  from  her.  Her  address  is  3327  28th 
St.,  San  Diego,  CA  92104.  If  you  should  lose 
your  senior  judges  car,  write  to  Mrs.  King  for  a 
replacement. 

Those  of  you  who  have  met  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  your  Master  Judges  Certificate,  should 
apply  to  Mrs.  Elinor  Skelton,  3910  Larchwood 
Rd.,  Falls  Church,  VA  22041. 

Thanks  to  all  of  you  for  taking  part  in  the 
survey  to  determine  if  we  should  change  the 
Collection  classes  to  separate  the  standards 
from  the  miniatures  and  semiminiatures. 

It  appears  that  the  change  is  favored,  but  the 
final  conclusion  will  be  announced  in  the  next 
column  and  if  the  proposal  is  adopted,  rules 
governing  the  change  will  be  stated. 

Have  a  good  summer! 
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FRIENDS 
of  AVSA 

Debbie  Griffith 
1212  S.  Pierson  Court 

Lakewood,  CO  80232 

Springtime  in  the  Rockies,  as  elsewhere,  is  a 
time  of  renewal;  of  course,  tempered  by  our 
usual  springtime  moisture,  i.e.,  snow. 

WeVe  learned  the  two  go  hand  in  hand; 
without  the  snow,  we  can't  expect  the  joys  of 
spring  and  summer  growth.  Such  is  the  case  of 
AVSA:  without  the  participation  of  the  mem¬ 
bership,  AVSA  can't  achieve  its  full  potential. 
Whether  you  choose  to  participate  by  giving  of 
your  time,  your  talents  or  your  financial  re¬ 
sources,  your  participation  does  matter. 

Singularly,  it's  often  hard  to  make  an  impact, 
but  working  together  for  the  betterment  of  our 
Society  we  can  make  a  difference,  as  is  illus¬ 
trated  by  the  donations  received  by  Friends  of 
AVSA. 

Working  together,  we  can  make  an  impact. 

My  sincere  thanks  to  everyone  who  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  Friends  of  AVSA. 


Metropolitan  St.  Louis  AV  Council . . . . . . $100 

Oshkosh  Violet  Society . . . . . ....25 

Bakersfield  AV  Society . . . . . . . . .....50 

Tina  Ferraiolo . . . . . . ..20 

Janice  K.  Tyler 

(Mrs.  Raymond  Blanchard)  . . 50 

Helen  Handwerk . . . ..........25 

Mark  Grigalunas  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Susan  Daigle . . 5 

Leticia  Potter  . . 100 

Mary  J.  Straka  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Alice  Meisenheimer  ............................................................  15 

Nancy  Twaskas . . . 10 

Celesta  Cirkl . . . . . . . . 10 

Supee  Pojjananuvat . . . . . . . . 10 

Max  A.  Wiczer  . . . . . . . . . . ..20 

Mrs.  George  Doolittle  . . . . . . ............25 

Bobbe  Huntting . . . 10 

Paul  E.  Strand  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....5 


N.W.  Spencer  . . . . . . . . ..10 

Late  Bloomers  of  Green  Co.,  WI  . . ....................5 

Richard  &  Anne  Nicholas . . . . . . . 50 

Edith  1.  Duffield . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Irving  Gottesman  . . . . . . . . 10 

Mrs.  Edward  Buschke . . . . . . . . . 10 

Katherine  S.  Wood  . . . . . . ............10 

Virginia  Draudt . . . . . . . ...........15 

Total  of  aU  donations  . . . . . . . . .,$1,985 


Come  to 
Pennsylvania 
Dutch  Country 

Wouldn't  you  like  a  nice,  relaxing  stay  in  the 
country?  There's  this  place  in  Pennsylvania  ~ 
the  Lancaster  Host  Golf  Resort  and  Conference 
Center.  That's  where  the  47th  Annual  Conven¬ 
tion  and  Show  of  The  African  Violet  Society  of 
America  will  be  held. 

Located  on  225  acres  in  the  very  heart  of 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  Country,  the  hotel  is  sur¬ 
rounded  by  rolling  hills  dotted  with  Amish 
farmhouses. 

You  will  love  the  change  from  our  usual  "big 
city"  conventions.  The  Lancaster  Host  has  a  27- 
hole  PGA  championship  golf  course,  driving 
range  and  night-lit  putting  green,  eight  indoor 
and  four  outdoor  tennis  courts  and  year  'round 
swimming. 

And,  if  you  don't  get  enough  exercise  with  all 
that  plus  canvassing  the  sales  tables,  there  is 
exercise  equipment  and  saunas.  They  also  fea¬ 
ture  six  different  areas  that  have  everything 
from  a  quick  breakfast  to  a  club  for  dancing. 

The  entire  Lancaster  area  abounds  in  much  to 
see  and  do  —  shopping  in  the  outlet  stores, 
visiting  the  Amish  markets,  finding  a  quilt  that 
would  be  just  perfect  for  that  spare  room,  or, 
taking  a  ride  on  the  Strasburg  Railroad  and 
seeing  firsthand  a  segment  of  America  that  still 
lives  the  "plain"  life  without  cars  and  electricity. 

Plan  to  join  us  April  19  through  April  24, 1993 
at  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania. 
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Questions  I  have  two  plants  that  show  brown 
patches  around  the  outer  edges  of  the  leaves.  I 
am  not  sure  what  the  cause  may  be.  My  plants 
are  grown  under  the  following  conditions: 

1 .  Fertilizer  -1/4  tsp.  per  gallon  of  water  with 
five  drops  of  Superthrive.  Peter's  20-20-20  and 
variegated  special  5-59-17  are  used. 

2.  Lights  -  a  combination  of  one  gro-lux  and 
one  cool  white. 

3.  Humidity  -  60  -  65%  (a  humidifier  is  used). 

4.  Watering  -  a  wick  method  is  used,  pH  is  at 

7. 

My  variegated  plants  are  kept  at  the  bottom 
of  the  shelf.  What  could  be  causing  the  brown- 

ing? 

Answer:  Thank  you  for  sending  the  leaves  in 
the  mail.  While  it  was  very  cold,  they  did  make 
it.  While  I  see  no  problem  with  any  of  the  items 
as  you  have  stated,  you  did  not  mention  any¬ 
thing  about  the  type  of  soil  used,  or  when  you 
repot.  The  browning  could  be  caused  by  cold 
weather,  too  acid  soil,  by  chemical  bums,  or 
even  heat.  The  most  common  cause  is  fertilizer 
salts  build-up.  Since  you  wick  water,  and  don't 
top  water,  the  salts,  fertilizers  and  other  miner¬ 
als  are  not  flushed  from  the  soil.  In  fact  they  are 
drawn  up  into  the  pot  by  the  wick  and  into  the 
soil  to  collect.  This  concentration  of  salts  will 
eventually  cause  damage  to  your  plants  in  the 
form  of  leaf  bum  or  browning.  Even  plants  that 
are  wick  watered  must  be  watered  from  the  top 
to  flush  unused  minerals,  salts  and  fertilizer 
from  the  soil.  Plants  that  are  wick  watered  must 
be  repotted  at  least  every  four  months  to  keep 
the  soil  from  becoming  too  acidic.  Remove  all 


leaves  that  show  brown  spots  and  repot  the 

plant  in  a  soil  that  provides  good  aeration.  You 
could  also  leach  the  soil  with  plain  water  once  a 
month  between  repotting  schedules.  Either 
solution  should  help. 

Question:  For  several  years,  I  have  grown  a 
few  violets  in  my  kitchen  window.  They  have 
bloomed  quite  well  with  minimal  care.  This 
past  spring,  I  purchased  a  plant  stand  and  then 
ordered  some  young  plants.  They  were  trans¬ 
planted  into  4-inch  pots  using  Uni-Grow  Afri¬ 
can  Violet  Mix  which  is  a  blend  of  fir  bark, 
redwood  saw  dust,  peat  moss,  washed  sand, 
vermiculite  and  ground  perlite.  All  plants  grew 
rapidly  and  by  late  October,  some  were  bloom¬ 
ing.  At  that  time,  I  noted  that  lower  leaves  were 
starting  to  wilt.  Checking  with  a  local  nursery, 
they  suggested  that  I  use  benomyl  systemic 
fungicide  when  watering.  I  have  also  noted  a 
growth  on  the  leaves  that  reminds  me  of  fine 
hair.  This  condition  appears  on  plants  with 
light  green  foliage.  Dark  green  foliage  seems 
not  to  be  affected.  Is  there  anything  that  I  can  do 
to  correct  the  situation? 

Answer:  Your  soil  mix  could  be  the  problem. 
It  could  either  be  too  acidic,  or  it  may  not  allow 
adequate  drainage  to  take  place  after  watering. 
Check  the  pH  level  of  the  soil.  It  should  be 
between  6.6  to  6.8.  Under  "normal"  conditions, 
the  soil  should  be  on  the  dry  side  (NOT  BONE 
DRY)  before  watering  the  plant  again.  If  the  soil 
stays  too  wet,  add  a  little  more  perlite.  Perlite 
allows  for  better  aeration  and  drainage  which 
the  root  system  must  have  to  survive.  I  am  not 
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sure  what  the  ''hair"  growth  might  be  other 
than  the  start  of  mildew  formation.  To  control 
mildew,  use  any  good  fungicide  spray,  and 
follow  the  label  instructions.  A  cool-damp  envi¬ 
ronment,  in  conjunction  with  poor  ventilation, 
can  cause  a  number  of  fungi  to  thrive.  One  type 
that  forms  a  cottony-web  in  the  center  of  the 
crown  of  the  plant  is  botrytis.  The  leaves  be¬ 
come  translucent  and  brown  and  finally  die  off 
after  tuning  into  a  jelly-like  consistency.  This  is 
called  damping-off.  Unless  you  change  your 
growing  environment,  the  problem  will  con¬ 
tinue.  Check  your  growing  area  to  make  sure 
that  it  is  warm,  well  ventilated,  but  free  of  cold 
drafts.  In  the  January /February  1992  issue  of 
the  AVM,  on  page  30, 1  described  my  growing 
conditions.  Not  all  growers  can  duplicate  these 
conditions,  but  they  can  come  close  to  them.  I 
find  them  ideal  and  my  plants  do  quite  well. 

Question:  HELP!  I  am  at  my  wits  end  fighting 
with  soil  mealybug,  and  I  need  some  straight 
answers.  I  have  used  chemical  drenches 
(Cygon,  Malathion)  and  have  tried  diatoma- 
ceous  earth  (useless),  and  have  cut  off  more 
plants  than  I  can  count,  re-rooted  them  from 
crowns  or  leaves,  and  still  the  mealies  return. 
Tve  drenched  on  a  7  - 10  day  schedule,  but  that 
causes  such  damage  to  the  plants  that  I  toss 
them  anyway.  I  hate  to  use  chemicals! 

What  I  don't  understand  is,  why  the  pests 
return  to  the  plants  that  have  cut  free  of  all  roots 
and  soil  (and  lower  leaves),  and  when  re-rooted 
in  water,  they  grow  well  for  a  few  weeks  or  even 
months  and  then  show  infestation  again.  Even 
leaves  taken  from  plants  are  rooted,  send  up 
babies,  are  potted  up,  and  BOOM!,  there  we  go 
again.  Some  of  my  large  plants  are  on  individ¬ 
ual  wick  reservoirs.  I  use  no  communal  wick- 
ing,  no  matting,  just  separate  containers.  What 
am  I  doing  wrong?  Why  can't  I  get  this  night¬ 
mare  to  end?  Must  I  throw  all  my  plants  away? 

Answer:  Discarding  infected  plants  is  the 
only  thing  you  can  do.  Soil  mealy  bugs  have 
been  known  to  survive  repeated  drenches,  no 
matter  what  chemical  you  use.  To  quote  from 


Pauline  Bartholomew's  book,  "Growing  To 
Show,"  this  is  what  to  look  for:  "Small,  white, 
oval,  waxy  specks  that  resemble  pieces  of  per¬ 
lite.  Prod  with  a  pin,  if  it  is  a  mealy  bug,  it 
moves.  If  the  infestation  is  heavy,  they  also 
cluster  above  the  soil  around  the  base  of  the 
main  stem  and  onto  the  lower  axils  of  the  peti¬ 
oles."  She  suggests  that  the  leaves,  or  even  the 
crown,  can  be  salvaged  by  re-rooting.  Spray 
these  leaves  and  crowns  thoroughly  before  you 
attempt  this.  YOUR  problem  could  be  that  your 
soil  is  contaminated  with  mealy  bugs.  You 
didn't  mention  that  you  used  fresh  soil  for  re¬ 
rooting.  Check  your  soil,  and  if  in  doubt,  dis¬ 
card  it.  Purchase  fresh  soil  (or  if  you  mix  your 
own,  buy  fresh  materials)  and  re-try.  Select 
young  leaves  from  the  CENTER  of  the  plant 
and  wash  them  thoroughly.  If  using  the  crown, 
I  would  suggest  that  after  washing  the  stem, 
scrape  it  clean  with  a  knife.  As  far  as  your 
growing  environment  is  concerned,  wash 
EVERYTHING  with  hot  water,  using  1  cup  of 
bleach  to  the  gallon.  If  you  have  one,  a  dish¬ 
washer  is  great  for  sanitizing  utensils  and  pots. 
Soil  mealy  bugs  are  dreadful,  and  are  difficult 
to  eradicate.  The  best  insurance  policy  is  to 
inspect  your  collection  daily,  buy  from  repu¬ 
table  commercial  growers,  use  good  dean  pot¬ 
ting  soil,  and  isolate  all  new  plants  from  your 
collection  for  at  least  three  months  before  add¬ 
ing  them  to  your  growing  area. 

Question:  What  makes  my  plants  grow  right 
out  of  their  pots?  Should  I  repot  them  and  cover 
more  of  the  stem?  Should  plants  be  fed  continu¬ 
ously?  How  often  should  plants  be  repotted? 
Do  African  violets  like  to  be  pot-bound?  Should 
I  have  two  or  three  plants  in  a  pot,  or  should 
they  be  separated?  Would  disbudding  help  my 
plants  bloom  more  often? 

Answer:  So  many  questions,  so  little  space ... 
HELP!,  I  need  a  secretary!  Either  your  plants 
don't  like  their  growing  environment  and  they 
are  trying  to  get  away,  or  it  could  be  that  when 
the  older  leaves  are  being  removed,  a  neck 
(long  crown)  is  forming.  I  would  tend  to  think 
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that  your  plants  still  love  you,  but  need  to  be 
repotted.  As  you  remove  leaves  that  have  died, 
broken  off,  or  for  whatever  reason,  a  long  crown 
is  formed.  To  correct  this,  you  can  do  one  of  two 
things.  Remove  the  plant  from  the  pot.  Using  a 
sharp  knife,  cut  the  root  ball  in  half,  or  as  much 
as  is  needed  to  set  the  bottom  of  the  crown  (part 
where  the  petioles  of  the  leaves  are  attached) 
back  into  the  container.  Fill  the  void  with  fresh 
soil.  If  the  crown  is  too  long,  it  can  be  cut  and  re¬ 
rooted  in  water,  or  in  soil.  Keep  a  plastic  bag 
over  the  plant  while  it  is  rooting.  It  helps  to 
provide  some  extra  humidity.  I  don't  think 
African  violets  know  when  they  are  "pot- 
bound."  I  have  grown  a  10-inch  plant  in  a  2-1  / 
2  inch  pot  (shame  on  me).  Lack  of  time  is  my 
only  defense.  The  rule  is,  the  pot  should  be  1/3 
the  diameter  of  the  span  of  the  plant's  foliage. 

All  plants  require  a  constant-feeding  sched¬ 
ule  each  time  they  are  watered.  Plants,  like  you, 
like  to  eat  regular  meals.  Use  a  good  fertilizer 
with  the  formula  numbers:  10-15-10,  or  20-20- 
20.  About  1/4  teaspoon  of  fertilizer  per  gallon 
of  room-temperature  water,  used  each  time  the 
plants  need  watering  promotes  good  growth. 
Don't  worry,  plants  don't  gain  weight  like  us, 
they  just  look  beautiful.  Perhaps  I'll  start  eating 
fertilizer! 

If  you  grow  plants  in  the  windowsill,  the 
amount  of  light  received  at  that  time  of  year  will 
detemiine  when  your  plants  will  bloom,  and 
how  much.  Since  seasons  change  from  year  to 
year,  as  well  as  weather  conditions,  the  best 
way  is  to  grow  using  artificial  lights. 

African  violets  must  be  grown  as  single- 
crowned  plants,  unless  they  are  trailers. 
Crowded  conditions  affect  African  violets 
adversely.  Separate  them  and  repot  into  indi¬ 
vidual  pots. 

The  theory  behind  disbudding  is  that  it  pro¬ 
motes  heavy  blooming.  To  disbud,  CUT  the 
blossom  stalk  with  scissors  to  about  a  quarter 
inch  from  the  base  where  it  is  attached  to  the 
crown.  To  rip  it,  will  destroy  the  cells  that  are 
forming  new  bloom  stalks.  If  you  leave  the 
bloom  stalk  attached,  new  bloom  stalks  will 


form  on  either  side  of  it  increasing  bloom  count. 
Don't  forget  to  remove  the  old  blossom  stems, 
or  you  will  lose  points  when  the  plants  are 
judged.  The  schedule  that  is  generally  used  is: 
for  cooler  temperatures  of  58  to  65  degrees, 
disbud  ten  weeks  before  show  date  for  doubles, 
and  eight  weeks  for  singles;  less  time  is  needed 
if  your  growing  conditions  are  warmer.  It  is  a 
trial  and  error  situation,  it  also  helps  to  PRAY  A 
LOT! 

If  you  haven't  received  an  answer  to  your 
letter,  it  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  you  didn't 
enclose  a  stamp.  With  the  cost  of  postage,  I 
would  go  broke  if  I  had  to  provide  your  post¬ 
age.  So,  no  stamp,  no  reply.  However,  I  will  try 
to  answer  your  letters  in  this  column. 

To  date,  I  have  received  three  letters  of  inter¬ 
est  from  commercials  who  will  ship  soil.  For 
more  information,  contact  the  following  com¬ 
mercials,  all  of  whom  advertise  in  the  AVM: 
Violets  By  Appointment,  Lyndon  Lyon  Green¬ 
houses,  and  Country  Road  Violets  'N'  Things. 
They  will  send  you  their  price  list.  All  are  excel¬ 
lent  sources  for  soil. 


Happy  growing! 


Show  chair  Barbara  Courson  won  Best  in 
Design,  “Bon  Voyage,”  at  a  recent  First  Lakeland 
AVS  (FL)  show. 
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A  Chemical  Analysis  of  the  Flower  Pigments 
In  African  Violets:  Part  IV 

Dr.  Jeff  Smith 
317  Wewoka  Drive 
Norman,  OK  73071 


Earlier  papers  in  this  series  have  described 
the  results  of  a  chromatography  study  of  Afri¬ 
can  violet  flower  pigments.  Several  different 
classes  of  pigments  have  been  documented 
(Smith,  1990a).  But  when  and  where  did  these 
different  pigments  originate?  Are  they  the  re¬ 
sults  of  recent  mutations  or  have  they  been 
present  since  the  beginning,  hidden  in  the  Afri¬ 
can  violet  species  and  the  early  cultivars?  The 
purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  describe  the  resul  ts  of 
a  flower  pigment  study  of  the  African  Violet 
species  and  the  "Original  10"  cultivars.  The 
purpose  of  the  study  was  to  see  if  some  of  the 
species  and  the  early  cultivars  contained  pig¬ 
ments  other  than  Blue. 

The  flower  samples  were  prepared  and  ana¬ 
lyzed  by  the  modified  method  used  in  Part  III  of 
this  series.  The  use  of  small  flower  samples  were 
necessary  in  many  cases  because  of  the  smaller 
flower  size  and  shyness  of  flowering  habit  of 
some  of  the  species.  Many  of  the  species  were 
tested  originally  from  samples  sent  by  Dolores 
Larsen  and  were  rechecked  from  flower 
samples  grown  in  my  collection.  Flower 
samples  and/or  plants  of  the  "Original  10" 
cultivars  were  provided  by  Mrs.  Larsen. 

Table  1  shows  the  results  of  the  22  species  and 
varieties  tested  to  date.  In  all  cases  but  one,  the 
flowers  were  found  to  contain  only  the  Blue 
pigment,  Malvidin  3-Rutinoside-5-Glucoside. 
This  is  the  same  Blue  pigment  reported  for  the 
Blue  cultivars  tested  earlier  (Smith,  1990a).  The 
concentration  and  patterning  of  the  Blue  pig¬ 
ment  within  the  flowers  does  vary,  however, 
from  species  to  species. 

One  of  the  species,  S.  diplotricha  Punter,  had 
the  Blue  pigment,  but  also  showed  a  faint  trace 


of  the  Pink  pigment,  Pelargonidin  3-Ruti- 
noside-5-Glucoside.  The  Pink  pigment  was 
found  in  both  flower  samples  from  Mrs.  Larsen 
and  from  flowers  grown  in  my  collection.  None 
of  the  species  showed  any  detectable  amounts 
of  other  pigments  such  as  Red  or  the  Corals. 

The  results  for  the  "Original  10"  cultivars 
were  very  similar  to  that  of  the  species  and  is 
shown  in  Table  2.  Nine  of  the  cultivars  showed 
only  the  Blue  pigment.  These  nine  cultivars 
differed  in  pigment  concentration,  but  not  in 
pigment  type.  One  cultivar,  'Amethyst'  had  the 
Blue  pigment,  but  also  contained  a  strong  trace 
of  the  Pink  pigment.  The  combination  of  Blue 
and  Pink  results  in  a  color  similar  to  the  laven¬ 
der  Blends  found  in  more  recent  cultivars 
(Smith,  1990b).  The  presence  of  the  Pink  pig¬ 
ment  gives  a  noticeable  pink-lavender  tinge  to 
the  flowers  of  'Amethyst.'  No  other  pigments 
such  as  Red  or  the  Corals  were  detected  in  the 
"Original  10"  cultivars. 

Based  on  these  results,  it  would  appear  that 
the  species  and  the  earliest  cultivars  of  African 
violets  contained  primarily  one  pigment,  the 
Blue  pigment  Malvidin  3-Rutinoside  -  5  -  Glu- 
coside.  The  other  pigments  (Red,  Coral,  etc.)  are 
not  found  in  these  early  plants  and  must  have 
originated  later  by  mutations.  Artificial  selec¬ 
tion  by  Man  has  allowed  these  pigment  muta¬ 
tions  to  survive  and  reproduce,  resulting  in  the 
wide  color  choices  available  in  today's  culti¬ 
vars. 

The  detection  of  the  Pink  pigment  in  S. 
diplotricha  Punter  and  in  'Amethyst'  suggests 
that  the  failure  to  totally  convert  all  of  the 
biochemical  precursors  (e.g..  Pink  pigment)  to 
the  Blue  pigment  may  have  originated  quite 
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early.  Selection  for  the  "pinkish^la vender" 
tones  seen  in  cultivars  like  'Amethyst'  may 
have  lead  to  the  lavenders  and  other  Blends 
seen  in  today's  cultivars. 

While  it  is  true  that  a  few  species  and  varieties 
have  not  yet  been  tested  (no  flowers!)  it  seems 
unlikely  that  they  will  show  any  significant 
differences  in  their  flower  pigments  from  the 
results  reported  here.  Testing  will  continue  on 
the  missing  species  if  flowers  become  available. 

The  results  of  this  study  indicate  that  the 
ori,ginal  African  violets  contained  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  the  Blue  pigment  Malvidin  3  -  Rutinoside 
“  5  -  Glucoside.  The  flowers  varied  in  pigment 
concentrations  and  sometimes  in  pattern  (e.g., 
spotting  in  the  center),  but  not  in  the  actual 
flower  pigment.  It  has  been  the  chance  muta¬ 
tions  discovered  and  nurtured  since  African 
violets  entered  cultivation  that  has  resulted  in 
the  wide  color  combinations  seen  today.  It  will 
be  the  mutations  of  today  (such  as  Yellow),  not 
the  genetic  material  of  the  past,  that  will  further 
the  colors  available  in  African  violets.  New 
mutations  in  the  future  may  also  become  im¬ 
portant  in  the  colors  of  African  violets.  Keep 
your  eyes  open  for  the  new  and  the  unusual 
among  the  plants  in  your  collection.  You  may 
be  the  lucky  person  who  finds  the  newest 
flower  color  for  our  favorite  plant,  the  African 
violet. 
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Table  It  Species  and  varieties  tested. 


Plant 

Pigment 

S.  brempilosa 

Blue 

S.  confusa 

Blue 

S.  difficilis 

Blue 

S.  diplotricha 

Blue 

S.  diplotricha  Punter 

Blue,  trace  of  Pink 

S.  grandifolia 

Blue 

S,  intermedia 

Blue 

S.  iormntha 

Blue 

S.  magungensis 

Blue 

S.  magungensis  minima 

Blue 

S.  nitida 

Blue 

S.  orbicularis 

Blue 

S.  orbicularis  purpurea 

Blue 

S.  pendula 

Blue 

S.  pendula  Kizare 

Blue 

S.  rupicola 

Blue 

S.  shumensis 

Blue 

S.  tongwensis 

Blue 

S.  velutina 

Blue 

S.  velutina  Amazon 

Blue 

House  of  Amani 

Blue 

Sigi  Falls 

Blue 

Table  2:  Original  10  Cultivars  tested 

Plant 

Pigment 

Admiral 

Blue 

Amethyst 

Blue, 

strong  trace  of 
Pink 

Blue  Boy 

Blue 

Commodore 

Blue 

Mermaid 

Blue 

Neptune 

Blue 

Norseman 

Blue 

Number  32 

Blue 

Sailor  Boy 

Blue 

Viking 

Blue 
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Installation  of  Officers 


Doris  Thirsk  Palm 
157  Shennandoah  Trail 
YJest  Carrollton,  OH  45449 


We  are  now  to  perform  one  of  the  most 
important  ceremonies  of  our  Society,  the  instah 

lation  of  officers  of _ (club  name). 

Our  objectives  are  many,  and  include  pro¬ 
moting  interest  in  our  hobby  and  our  Society,  as 
well  as  our  own  learning  and  improving  our 
growing  skills. 

As  I  call  your  names,  will  you  please  stand: 
— name — ,  President 
— name — ,  First  Vice  President 
— name — ,  Second  Vice  President 
— name — ,  Secretary 
— name — ,  Treasurer 
—name — ,  Historian 

It  is  an  honor  to  be  elected  to  serve  as  an 
officer  of  this  organization.  Your  willingness  to 
serve  and  to  discharge  the  duties  of  your  office 
to  the  best  of  your  abilities  and  knowledge  is  a 
big  step  toward  making  your  term  successful. 

NAME  as  President  you  shall  have  general 
superintendency  of  the  affairs  of  this  organiza¬ 
tion,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  and  appoint 
committee  chairs.  You  shall  also  sign  checks  in 
the  absence  or  inability  of  the  Treasurer.  It  is 
also  important  that  you  inspire  our  members, 
preserve  peace  and  harmony  and  lead  our  Soci¬ 
ety  to  success  and  accomplishment. 

NAME  -,  as  First  Vice  President  you  shall  aid 
the  President  and  in  the  event  of  her/his  ab¬ 
sence  or  inability  you  shall  assume  the  duties  of 
the  presidency.  You  shall  also  serve  as  Program 
Chair. 

NAME  -,  as  Second  Vice  President  you  shall 
serve  as  Yearbook  Chair,  aid  the  President  and 
First  Vice  President,  and  perform  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  assigned. 

NAME  ",  as  Secretary  you  shall  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  keeping  accurate  records  of  all  meet¬ 
ings,  for  calling  the  roll  at  meetings  and  for 


recording  of  all  changes  to  the  Bylaws  or  Stand¬ 
ing  Rules. 

NAME  -,  as  Treasurer  you  shall  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  paying  all  bills  and  for  the  safeguard¬ 
ing  of  and  maintenance  of  records  regarding 
funds. 

NAME  as  Historian  you  shall  keep  a  scrap¬ 
book  and  enter  all  dates  pertaining  to  the  his¬ 
tory  of  this  Society,  and  therein  post  all  items  of 
interest. 

I  now  inquire  of  all  of  you,  will  you  accept 
these  offices  to  which  you  have  been  elected  by 
this  membership:  so  signify  by  raising  your 
right  hand  and  answering  I  WILL. 

I  WILL 

Now,  as  Chair  of  the  Nominating  Commit¬ 
tee,  by  the  authority  vested  in  me  under  our 
Society's  Bylaws,  do  install  all  of  you  as  officers 
of  the  —  club  name  —  for  1992  (year). 

I  charge  all  of  you  as  officers,  to  discharge  all 
of  your  duties  to  the  best  of  your  abilities  in 
furtherance  of  the  goals  of  our  society. 

You  may  be  seated. 

And,  I  further  charge  all  of  you,  the  member¬ 
ship,  to  support  these  officers  you  have  elected 
loyally  and  in  good  faith,  and  to  uphold  your 
responsibilities  as  members  of  this  society. 

Thank  you  all. 


LIBRARY: 

Order  AVSA  slide  programs  and  pack¬ 
ets  from  AVSA  Office,  P.  O.  Box  3609, 
Beaumont,  TX  77704.  Complete  list  in 
July/ August  AVM.  If  you  have  ideas  for 
a  library  program  or  slides  to  donate, 
write  Ralph  Breden,  127  Via  Los  Altos, 
Redondo  Beach,  CA  90277. 
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Thank  you  for  your  heart-warming  and  posi¬ 
tive  responses  to  this  column.  Though  I  have 
answered  a  number  of  letters  personally  and 
shall  continue  to  do  so,  there  just  aren't  enough 
hours  in  a  day  to  handle  all  correspondence  on 
an  individual  basis.  However,  your  input  is 
appreciated  and  invaluable  as  a  foundation  for 
discussion  in  this  and  in  future  issues. 

Q:  Does  propagating  a  variety  through  three  genera¬ 
tions  guarantee  that  it  will  run  true? 

A:  The  three-generation  rule  helps  in  evaluat¬ 
ing  the  cultivar  but  offers  no  guarantee.  In 
fact,  some  types  such  as  fantasies  may  be 
less  "true"  in  the  15th  generation  than  they 
were  in  the  third  or  fourth.  Others,  espe¬ 
cially  the  stable  and  dominant  dark  blue 
and  purples,  may  be  just  like  the  parent  in 
the  second  generation  and  on  through  suc¬ 
ceeding  generations.  When  a  plant  deviates 
from  its  description,  this  may  be  due  to 
genetics  and  not  necessarily  the  fault  of  its 
hybridizer.  Usually,  the  more  exotic  ones 
such  as  some  fantasies  and  certain  bi-colors 
are  somewhat  unstable  by  nature  and 
through  the  hybridizer  may  have  been 
conscientious,  some  varieties  can  still  ex¬ 
hibit  occasional  unexpected  quirks  in  some 
of  their  offspring. 

Q:  How  do  I  get  maximum  seed  germination;  and 
what  is  the  best  medium  for  sowing;  and  when 
do  I  transplant? 

A:  There  are  numerous  suitable  commercial 
mixes  on  the  market.  Or  you  can  make  your 


own  using  finely  milled  sphagnum  moss 
and/or  fine  vermiculite.  Some  people  have 
even  been  known  to  sow  on  damp  bricks 
but  this  is  a  procedure  I  have  never  tried 
since  it  seems  a  bit  "out  of  orbit"  when  there 
are  so  many  other  practical  choices.  I  have 
had  excellent  results  with  "Jiffy  Mix" 
which  I  cover  with  water  and  slowly  bring 
to  a  boil.  When  cooled  sufficiently,  the 
water  is  squeezed  out  and  the  mix  patted 
down  into  a  1-1  /2  -  2-inch  layer  in  sterilized 
trays.  I  save  the  trays  from  petunias  and 
other  annuals  purchased  in  the  spring. 
Seeds  are  evenly  scattered  on  top  and  the 
tray  slipped  into  a  plastic  food  storage  bag. 
Little  green  specks  begin  to  appear  in  10 
days  to  two  weeks,  though  some  may  take 
longer.  No  problems  with  damping  off  or 
poor  germination.  When  the  tiny  seedlings 
show  four  leaves,  a  dozen  or  less  may  be 
removed  and  carefully  transplanted  to 
another  similar  tray  with  a  couple  of  small 
holes  punched  in  the  plastic  bag.  These  will 
now  grow  very  rapidly  under  lights  and 
can  soon  be  potted.  After  you  see  the  first 
bloom  and  plant  form  and  the  cross  looks 
quite  promising,  you  can  always  return  to 
the  common  tray  for  another  sampling,  if 
you  wish. 

Q:  Should  1  give  each  new  seedling  the  same  care  and 
attention  1  would  give  a  show  plant? 

A.  There  are  two  schools  of  thought.  My  feeling 
is  that  if  an  unknown  plant  is  pampered. 
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coddled,  shaped,  and  given  optimum  care, 
it  may  perform  beyond  realistic  expecta¬ 
tions  and  beyond  its  normal  or  average 
capacity.  Not  every  grower  will  give  your 
cultivar  the  luxury  treatment  and  you  don't 
want  your  pampered  beauty  to  behave 
badly  under  just  "average  or  less"  condi¬ 
tions.  In  fact,  I  believe  it's  a  good  idea  to 
subject  seedlings  to  a  bit  of  hardship  now 
and  then.  If  they  have  never  known  any¬ 
thing  other  than  ideal  conditions,  how  can 
one  determine  if  they  are  hardy,  good-na¬ 
tured,  and  capable  of  easy  adjustment  to 
new  environment? 

Q.  Should  all  new  cultivars  be  measured  against  the 
best  of  the  show  plants? 

A.  The  perfect  show  plant  is  an  ideal  worth 
pursuing,  of  course.  But  I  am  reluctant  to 
reply  with  an  unequivocal  "Yes!"  because 
there  are  other  relevant  factors.  An  impor¬ 
tant  one  to  consider,  if  you  are  a  commercial 
grower,  is  the  marketplace  and  the  variety 
of  consumer  needs.  Let  us  assume  you  have 
a  seedling  with  somewhat  faulty  symmetry 
or  open  leaf  pattern.  The  show-oriented 
buyer  may  pass  it  by;  however,  if  that  seed¬ 
ling  blooms  continually  on  a  coffee  table 
with  too  little  light  for  most  varieties,  and  if 
it  tolerates  neglect  and  lack  of  expertise 
better  than  most,  isn't  it  possible  that  these 
characteristics  will  be  seen  as  endearing  by 
some?  An  inexperienced  beginner  may 
need  to  feel  that  African  violets  are  easy  to 
grow.  An  initial  success  will  often  trans¬ 
form  a  skeptic  into  an  enthusiast.  I  cannot 
provide  a  definitive  answer  to  this  question 
since  the  reply  depends  on  your  attitude 
and  your  perception  of  needs  in  the  market¬ 
place. 

Q:  What  do  I  cross  in  order  to  get  variegated  foliage 
and  white  blossoms  with  red  spots  and  another 
fantasy  which  is  red  with  white  spots? 

A:  An  interesting  goal!  I  wish  I  knew  the  an¬ 
swer. 


Q:  Is  it  possible  to  use  a  variegated  variety  for  the 
seed-bearing  parent  and  still  get  green-leaved 

offspring? 

A:  It  happens  occasionally  though  often  such 
offspring  may  be  capricious  and  the  vari¬ 
egation  may  crop  up  again  in  subsequent 
generations.  If  the  pollen  came  from  a  plant 
with  very  dark  foliage,  there  is  more  likeli¬ 
hood  of  some  non-variegated  or  "some¬ 
times  variegated"  offspring.  ' 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  something  about  the  origin  of 
'Glittersweef  and  if  I  use  it  in  a  cross,  can  I 
expect  seedlings  with  a  "glitter"  edge? 

A.  A  plant  of  Joan  Van  Zele  which  was  pink 
with  random  pink  speckles  was  used  as  a 
parent.  The  most  striking  of  the  seedlings 
showed  an  interesting  new  pattern  =—  a 
fantasy  in  which  the  speckles  reassembled 
to  cluster  around  the  petal  edges.  This 
characteristic  is  heritable  and  'Glitter- 
sweet'  has  been  used  extensively  in  order 
to  produce  other  varieties  with  similar 
markings. 

Q.  I  have  used  Vhiffon  Print'  in  a  cross  without 
getting  any  fantasies.  Can  you  explain  why? 

A.  Not  really,  since  I  have  used  it  successfully 
several  times.  However,  it  seems  to  do 
better  when  the  other  parent  is  one  with 
medium  green  rather  than  dark  green  foli¬ 
age,  although  this  could  be  just  happen¬ 
stance.  Please  bear  in  mind,  when  working 
with  fantasies,  that  they  are  by  nature 
somewhat  unstable,  sometimes  reverting 
to  solid  color,  either  totally  or  in  part.  In 
order  to  minimize  this  tendency,  one 
should  select  those  seedlings  which  have  a 
good  balance  between  both  colors.  If  there 
is  too  much  blue  on  a  pink  background, 
there  may  be  a  higher  degree  of  probability 
that  it  will  revert  to  blue.  If  the  blossom  is 
mostly  pink,  with  too  little  blue,  eventually 
some  all  pink  blossoms  can  be  expected. 

Q.  I'd  like  to  create  some  coral  trailers  and  minis  but 
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since  there  are  none  on  the  market,  is  it  because 
this  is  impossible? 

A:  I  believe  there  are  some  in  existence  since  I 
vaguely  recall  seeing  them  listed  in  some 
catalogs.  Corals  are  no  more  difficult  than 
other  recessives  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
you  should  avoid  them.  It  is  suggested  that 
you  use  a  really  good,  true  coral,  avoiding 
the  pinks  which  are  sometimes  described 
as  '"coral." 

Q:  What  is  "fade  color"  and  why  is  it  important  in 
flowers? 

A:  The  term  is  frequently  used  by  artists  and 
restoration  specialists.  After  some  fully 
opened  blossoms  reach  their  peak,  they 
begin  to  exhibit  some  color  change  long 
before  they  are  actually  spent  or  limp. 
During  this  transition  period,  it  is  the  color 
rather  than  the  blossom  which  begins  to 
fade.  You  may  have  noticed  that  some  blue 
fabric  dyes  have  a  pinkish  or  lavender 
"fade  color"  and  that  some  blacks  may 
acquire  a  gray  or  rusty  look  with  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  time,  without  any  actual  deteriora¬ 
tion  of  the  fabric  itself.  So  it  is  with  blos¬ 
soms.  Your  pink-flowering  violet,  when  in 
full  bloom,  may  show  several  shades  of 
pink,  from  deep  to  pale,  blending  into  a 
harmonious  and  pleasing  bouquet.  If  so,  its 
"fade  color"  is  good.  Another  plant  may 
exhibit  unattractive,  muddy  hues  in  some 
mature  blossoms.  To  the  exhibitor,  color 
retention  or  change  is  important  because 
blossoms  which  retain  good  color  need  not 
be  removed,  as  long  as  they  appear  fresh. 
Removing  off-color  or  muddy  blossoms 
decreases  the  blossom  count,  even  though 
such  blossoms  may  not  be  actually  limp. 
Thus  a  good  "fade  color"  is  an  asset.  If  the 
petal  texture  is  acceptable  but  the  color  has 
lost  its  clarity,  you  have  a  poor  "fade  color" 
not  to  be  confused  with  a  naturally 
unattractive  color  genetically  inherited  and 
present  from  bud  to  flower. 


Q:  What  new  developments  would  you  like  to  see  in 
African  violets? 

A:  This  could  be  a  long  list  including  more 
disease  resistance,  clusters  of  large  blos¬ 
soms  on  strong  stems,  stable  striped  blos¬ 
soms  to  be  propagated  from  leaf,  new  blos¬ 
som  shapes  and  colors,  etc.,  etc.  Some  varie¬ 
ties  with  a  pleasing  fragrance  might  be 
appealing  though  this  development  seems 
unlikely  unless  some  biotech  laboratory 
can  reach  such  a  goal  with  genetic  manipu¬ 
lation.  If  an  Australian  genetic  engineering 
firm  just  recently  managed  to  create  a  true 
blue  rose  by  "borrowing"  a  gene  from  a 
petunia,  why  not  a  fragrant  violet  or  a 
bright  red  one? 


Shea  Clifford,  6,  of  California,  has  a  green 
thumb  when  it  comes  to  growing  violets.  He  is 
shown  here  with  one  of  his  favorites,  Gor-Jan. 
Shea  is  foilowing  in  the  tradition  of  his  great¬ 
grandmother,  grandmother,  mother  and  aunts. 

He  attends  most  of  the  locai  violet  shows  and 
hopes  to  enter  some  of  his  piants  in  the  county 
fair  this  summer.  Shea’s  grandfather  was  quite  a 
gardener  and  this  trait  seems  to  have  been 
passed  on. 

Keep  up  the  good  growing.  Shea! 
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Club  Condition: 

A  Cause  for  Leadership 


Charles  D.  Ramser 
2413  Martin 
Wichita  Falls,  TX  76308 


It  seems  like  a  strange  idea,  to  assemble  at  a 
state  convention  and  talk  about  the  people  side 
of  the  club.  That's  just  what  we  did  in  Fort 
Worth  (TX)  on  November  2, 1991 .  The  subject  of 
the  workshop  was  "club  (or  society)  condi- 
tion."  The  premise  was  that  the  Lone  Star  Afri¬ 
can  Violet  Council  is  no  stronger  than  the 
groups  that  comprise  it.  With  this  in  mind,  I 
decided  to  touch  lightly  on  several  aspects  of 
the  people  side:  good  human  relations,  member 
need  satisfaction,  recognition,  retention,  lead¬ 
ership,  club  purpose,  communication  dynam¬ 
ics,  and  conflict  handling.  Any  one  of  these 
topics  could  have  taken  well  over  an  hour  in 
presentation  and  discussion. 

CLUB  CONDITION  SURVEY 

The  vehicle  used  to  get  into  these  topics  in  a 
clear  and  constructive  way  was  a  "Club  Condi¬ 
tion  Report"  made  up  of  15  questions  which 
were  stated  as  follows,  along  with  answers 
given  by  those  in  attendance  —  numbering  42 
people  representing  12  clubs: 

Question  1:  My  club  meetings  are  like  the 
following:  (1)  unpleasant,  unproductive;  (2) 
mildly  pleasant,  disorganized;  (3)  fairly  pleas¬ 
ant,  interesting;  (4)  very  pleasant,  organized, 
productive. 

The  responses  were  predominantly  number 
three.  Twenty-nine  people  (or  70%)  stated  this. 
Number  four,  the  best  answer  of  all  club 
excellence  —  had  10  responses  (for  24%).  Three 
people  left  this  question  blank.  In  other  words, 
seventy  percent  of  the  meetings  are  reported  to 
be  good,  yet  with  a  little  room  for  improvement 


No  one  reported  meetings  described  by  (1)  or 
(2)  above! 

Question  2:  Does  everyone  get  involved  in 
some  way? 

Seventeen  people  (40%)  report  "yes"  to  this 
question.  The  other  twenty-five  (60)%  report 
that  some  members  do  not  get  involved.  There 
is  room  here  for  improvement,  assuming  these 
people  wish  to  be  involved.  If  these  non-in- 
volved  people  prefer  no  involvement,  there 
must  be  other  problems. 

Question  3:  Is  there  an  atmosphere  conducive 
to  learning? 

A  very  large  37  responses  (88%)  report  "yes." 
This  is  exceptional,  yet  when  thought  about,  is 
this  not  a  big  reason  for  the  club  in  the  first 
place?  Learning  is  synonymous  with  life  itself. 

Question  4:  Do  people  share  information  and 
support? 

An  astounding  41  people  (98%)  said  "yes." 
Both  of  these  ingredients  are  what  a  club  should 
be  about. 

Question  5:  Are  new  people  treated  well? 

A  sizeable  majority  of  37  (88%)  reported 
"yes."  Actually,  everyone  ought  to  be  able  to 
report  this.  New  people  are  the  lifeblood  of  any 
group.  When  people  are  new  to  an  organiza¬ 
tion,  they  are  carefully  weighing  the  way  they 
are  treated  and  continued  membership  hands 
delicately  on  the  balance  of  their  impression. 

Question  6:  Is  there  enough  good  leadership? 
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Good  leadership  is  vital  to  any  organization. 
Thirty  “two  (76%)  answered  affirmatively  to 
this.  The  other  10  are  sensing  a  gap  in  terms  of 
this  function,  meaning  the  organization  is  not 
unified  and  probably  going  in  too  many  direc¬ 
tions. 

Question  7:  Is  there  enough  good  follower- 
ship? 

Even  fewer  indicated  in  the  affirmative  to  this 
question:  29  (or  69%).  Without  effective  follow¬ 
ers,  no  club  can  function.  In  fact,  you  cannot 
have  leadership  without  followership.  Follow¬ 
ership  is  involvement,  or  the  willingness  to  do 
one's  part  on  all  projects,  and  display  a  sense  of 
eagerness  in  the  process. 

Question  8:  What  member  needs  are  met  by 
your  club? 

The  most  frequent  answer  was  "friendship" 
or  "fellowship."  A  strong  second  was  "learn¬ 
ing."  Others  mentioned  included  "receiving 
support"  and  "giving  support." 

Question  9:  What  are  your  club  goals? 

The  most  common  goals  were  "support  of 
members  and  education  of  public"  (19  [45%]), 
"growing"  (18  [43%]),  "showing"  (12  [29%]), 
"friendship"  (6  [14%]),  and  "membership"  (4 
[10%]).  A  second  clause  in  the  question  asked  if 
people  agreed  with  them.  Eighty-one  percent 
did. 

Question  10:  Are  some  people  overworked? 

The  rather  profound  answer  to  this  question 
was  "yes."  Thirty  nine  people  (93%)  reported 
that  some  people  in  their  organization  were 
overworked.  The  danger  here  is  that  overwork 
causes  burnout  and  apathy.  Overwork  takes 
away  the  joy  of  doing  anything.  Ultimately  this 
burdens  remaining  members  as  they  have  to 
take  over  for  former  members  who  left  due  to 
burnout. 

Question  11:  Are  some  people  left  out? 

Perceptions  again  here  were  not  so  positive. 


Nineteen  (45%)  reported  that  some  folks  were 
left  out  of  things.  This  can  be  as  bad  as  over¬ 
work  because  left-out  people  ultimately  leave 
as  well,  due  to  apathy.  This  represents  a  real 
waste  of  talent  and  energy. 

Question  12:  What  are  your  group's  most  re¬ 
peated  problems? 

Most  commonly  mentioned  ones  were  "ob¬ 
taining  and  holding  new  members,"  "older 
members  tiring,"  "not  enough  growers," 
"apathy,"  "attitudes:  we  have  always  done  it 
that  way!"  and  "job  conflicts  as  they  affect 
attendance  and  participation." 

Question  13:  What  types  of  programs  are  tire 
most  successful  (and  the  most  fun)? 

The  most  common  answers  were  "work¬ 
shops  and  demonstrations,"  "hands  on  pro¬ 
grams,"  "guest  speakers,"  "panel  discussions," 
and  "field  trips." 

Question  14:  How  much  unexplained  absen¬ 
teeism  is  there? 

Twenty  percent  report  a  high  amount  of  this, 
while  eighty  percent  report  "little"  or  "few." 
Any  absenteeism  should  be  dealt  with  first  of 
all,  by  inquiring  as  to  why  a  person  missed  a 
meeting.  All  of  us  like  to  feel  that  we  are  missed. 
Organizations  must  care  for  their  members. 

Question  15:  Are  people  retiring  from  your 
organization  at  a  high  rate? 

Only  twelve  percent  report  no  problem  here 
while  the  other  eighty  percent  report  a  problem 
that  needs  attention.  Retirement  of  key  mem¬ 
bers  is  worse  than  periodic  absenteeism.  A 
decision  to  leave  a  group  is  not  made  overnight. 
All  such  decisions  must  be  looked  at  from  the 
standpoint  of  organization  improvement.  Le¬ 
gitimate  cases  of  retirement  are  one  thing,  but  a 
burned-out,  overworked  member  leaving  is 
another.  This  is  a  critical  area. 

Club  Condition  In  Summary 

From  the  above  questions  and  responses,  the 
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following  generalizations  are  offered: 

•  While  most  club  members  find  meetings 
positive  (fairly  effective),  some  said  meet¬ 
ings  are  not  perfect  (defined  as  very  pleasant, 
very  interesting,a  and  extremely  produc¬ 
tive).  On  the  other  hand,  club  meetings  in 
general  are  a  far  cry  from  unpleasant  or 
disorganized. 

•  Not  everyone  gets  involved,  yet  just  a  little 
under  one-half  stated  everyone  really  gets 
involved  in  activities. 

•  Overwhelmingly,  the  members  said  there 
was  a  learning  atmosphere,  people  share  in¬ 
formation  and  support,  new  people  are 
treated  well,  they  know  and  agree  with  club 
goals,  and  absenteeism  and  retirement  from 
the  club  are  low.  By  a  ratio  of  3  to  1,  members 
stated  there  is  enough  good  leadership  and 
followership.  Over  90  percent  said  some 
people  are  overworked  and  almost  one-half 
said  some  people  are  left  out. 

•  Member  needs  met  by  clubs  commonly  are 
friendship  and  learning. 

•  Club  goals  are  typically  education,  support, 
growing,  and  showing. 

•  The  most  successful  programs  tend  to  be 
demonstrations  and  hands-on  experiences. 

•  The  most  repeated  group  problems  are 
membership,  bum-out,  apathy,  and  nega¬ 
tive  attitudes  about  change. 

THE  THEORY 
BENEATH  ALL  THIS 
The  lesson  of  good  human  relations  is  to  be 
humble  enough  to  admit  mistakes,  be  lavish 
with  our  compliments  of  others  when  they  do  a 
job  well,  seek  the  opinions  of  the  group  on 
significant  matters,  thank  others  for  their  time 
and  efforts,  and  to  remember  that  most  every¬ 
thing  is  a  team  effort.’^ 

In  terms  of  human  needs,  the  Maslow  'Tiier- 
archy  of  needs"  was  presented.’^*  People  needs 
begin  with  the  basic  "physiological  level"  of 
food,  water,  air,  etc.  (not  too  unlike  the  plants 
we  grow)  and  move  into  "safety  and  security." 


When  these  needs  are  relatively  satisfied,  the 
area  where  an  African  Violet  Society  can  really 
offer  satisfaction  comes  into  the  picture:  the 
"social,  esteem,  and  self-actualization"  need 
areas.  For  instance,  when  a  person  participates 
in  club  programs  or  meetings,  one  experiences 
a  closeness  with  others  which  is  need-satisfying 
in  ways  which  are  difficult  to  express  in  words. 
Recognition  of  our  worth  and  value  and  receiv¬ 
ing  rewards  for  our  efforts  build  our  esteem. 
Earl  Nightingale  once  said,  'Traise  to  a  human 
being  represents  what  sunlight,  water,  and  soil 
are  to  a  plant  —  the  climate  in  which  one  grows 
best."  Even  self-actualization  occurs  in  the 
performance  of  club  projects. 

’‘■paraphrased  from  "A  Short  Course  in  Human 

Relations,"  author  unknown. 

Abraham  Maslow,  "A  Theory  of  Human 

Motivation,"  Psychological  Review,  Vol.  50, 

1943,  p.  370-396. 

Retention 

Members  of  all  organizations  have  needs 
such  as  the  need  to  belong,  to  share,  to  have 
reachable  goals,  to  have  meaningful  purpose, 
to  have  participation  in  rule  determination,  to 
know  what  is  expected  of  one,  to  have  a  reason¬ 
able  challenge,  to  experience  a  sense  of  prog¬ 
ress,  to  receive  information,  and  to  have  confi¬ 
dence  and  trust  in  leadership.  If  most  of  these  are 
consistently  met,  retention  of  members  will  be  no 
problem. 

To  restate  it  a  little  differently,  if  present 
leadership  can  develop  a  society  or  club  which 
could  tune  into  these  needs,  and  at  the  same 
time  keep  listening,  remain  enthusiastic,  retain 
a  sense  of  humor,  and  make  people  feel  impor¬ 
tant  with  the  right  degrees  of  responsibility  and 
delegation  —  retention  would  not  be  a  prob¬ 
lem. 

Conflict 

When  retention  levels  are  high,  clubs  grow. 
As  they  grow  they  become  more  complex,  and 
with  complexity  comes  conflict.  Let's  take  a 
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hypothetical  example  of  slowly  emerging  con¬ 
flict: 

''You  have  concluded  since  your  election  as  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  club  that  you  have  a  pretty  good  group  — 
a  real  team  effort  when  it  comes  to  shows,  sales,  and 
projects,  but  you  suspect  something  below  the  sur¬ 
face,  so  you  decide  to  talk  to  a  couple  of  the  members 
that  you  feel  more  close  to.  Here's  what  you  learn: 

"In  general  we  seem  to  have  a  pretty  good 
group  of  people.  The  level  of  interest  in  African 
violets  is  high  and  people  appreciate  the  help 
they  get  and  the  knowledge  gained  from  the 
meetings.  But  everyone  seems  more  interested 
in  renewing  their  friendships  than  in  the  busi¬ 
ness  meeting.  There  are  whispers  that  you  had 
not  noticed  before.  There  is  a  reluctance  to  take 
responsibility  for  things  that  need  to  be  done. 
And  something  else,  one  or  two  of  the  members 
tend  to  rub  others  the  wrong  way  because  they 
have  only  a  limited  commitment.  The  same 
levels  of  recognition  and  praise  seem  to  go  their 
way,  but  they  aren't  carrying  their  weight.  All 
the  rest  of  us  are  bothered  but  none  of  us  feels 
like  laying  it  on  the  line.  We  are  all  just  a  little 
disgruntled  by  this.  Some  of  us  have  recently 
decided  to  cut  down  on  our  commitment  and 
willingness  to  chair  shows,  sales,  and  program 
projects  because  of  this.  Even  at  that,  we  will  be 
doing  more  than  they  are.  Yet,  we  do  not  want 
to  do  anything  to  jeopardize  our  club  and  its 
success." 

The  question  can  be  asked:  what  to  do  with  a 
problem  like  this?  How  can  one  handle  a  situ¬ 
ation  with  potential  confrontation  and  conflict? 

Conflict  management  approaches  range  from 
"forcing  the  issue"  to  "avoiding  it  altogether."* 
Neither  of  these  approaches  work  in  the  long 
run.  It  is  better  to  "accommodate  the  needs  of 
the  other  parties"  if  it  can  be  done  without 
giving  away  the  shop  in  the  process.  Another 
approach  is  a  "fifty-fifty  compromise"  where 
each  side  gets  some  of  what  it  wants.  But  the 
best  approach  —  the  one  where  everyone  wins 
is  "collaboration"  where  everyone  rolls  up 
their  sleeves  and  strives  for  a  mutual  solution  to 
the  root  problem.  This  requires  a  dedicated  time 


for  co-laboring  on  the  issues  so  that  each  side  is 
heard  and  factored  into  a  solution  that  is  better 
than  a  compromise.  In  fact,  it  is  the  best  possible 
solution.  In  the  example  above,  the  best  ap¬ 
proach  would  be  a  quick  compromise  in  the 
spirit  of  accommodation  followed  by  time 
spent  on  working  out  the  root  problems  of  low 
commitment  due  to  club  inflexibilities  and 
inadequacies  in  meeting  people  needs. 

TO  SUM  IT  UP 

To  sum  up  all  this,  a  good  African  Violet  So¬ 
ciety  finds  out  what  the  needs  of  its  people  are, 
what  makes  them  grow  (no  pun  intended),  and 
then  strives  to  serve  these  needs  in  an  optimal 
fashion. 

We  must  remember:  "Retention  is  high  when 
people  feel  that  they  are  important,  respected, 
and  are  able  to  contribute  to  a  worthwhile 
goal."  [author  unknown]  In  the  words  of  Sey 
Chassler  of  Parade  and  Redbook  magazines,  "Act 
calmly.  Remember:  serenity  begets  confidence. 
Confidence  begets  cooperation.  Cooperation 
begets  accomplishment.  Accomplishment  is 
leadership.  Anger  is  useless.  Humor  moves 
mountains.  Listening  is  giving.  Speaking  is 
learning.  Honesty  is  magic." 

*K.  W.  Thomas,  "Conflict  and  Conflict  Manage¬ 
ment,"  in  the  Handbook  of  Industrial  and  Or¬ 
ganizational  Psychology,  Edited  by  M.  D. 
Dunnette,  Chicago,  Rand  McNally,  1976,  pp. 
889-935. 


Boyce  Edens  Research  Fund 

Marlene  Buck 

P.  O.  Box  38,  Oreland,  PA  19075 

AVSA  Building  Fund 
Anne  Jantzen 

2725  Katrina  Way,  Mtn.  View,  CA  94040 

Booster  Fund 
Ruth  Warren 

P.  O.  Box  3664,  Fall  River,  MA  02722 
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Great  Discoveries  for  1992  ... 

else. 


Member  Pin 

(201)  Gold  Plate -$14.75 
(222)  Silver  Plate  -  $12.75 


Past  President’s  Pin  or  Tie  Tack 
(221/207)  Gold  Plate  -  $21.00 
(233/209)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


AVSA  Charm 

(203)  Gold  Plate  -  $14.75 
(224)  Silver  Plate -$12.75 


President’s  Pin 
(202)  Gold  Plate -$21.00 
(223)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


President’s  Charm 
(204)  Gold  Plate -$21.00 
(225)  Silver  Plate  -  $18.50 


Gavel  &  Chain 
(211)  Gold  Plate -$7.50 
(232)  Silver  Plate  -  $6.00 


Judge’s  Pin  or  Tie  Tack 
(234/236)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(235/239)  Silver  Plate  -  $8.00 


#199 

Regular  Quartz,  Large 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 
$30.00 

#198 

Regular  Quartz,  Small 
(AVSA  logo  &  dark  brown  band) 

$30.00 


#115 

AVSA  Tote  Bag 
$7.50 


Judge’s  Guard  Pin 
(210)  Gold  Plate -$12.00 
(231)  Silver  Plate  -  $9.50 


Judge’s  Charm 
(208)  Gold  Plate  -  $10.00 
(229)  Silver  Plate  -  $8.00 


#237  -  Gold  Filled 
Life  Member  Pin 

$25.00 

#238  -  Sterling  Silver 
Life  Member  Pin 
$20.00 


WEAR  OUR  EMBLEMS 
AND  WATCHES  WITH 
PRIDE  AND  HELP 
PROMOTE  AVSA. 

GIVE  A  GIFT  TODAY! 
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Show  Talk  .  .  . 

Darryl  Hoover 

912  S.  Highland  Ave.,  Apt.  C 
Fullerton,  CA  92632 

\ _ J 


To  ensure  each  exhibitor  and  exhibit  receives 
the  recognition  they  deserve,  please  either  print 
or  type  your  results  on  the  reporting  form.  Once 
you've  completed  the  Show  Talk  report,  please 
double  check  your  spelling.  I  can  check  hybrids 
through  the  MVL;  however,  individual  names 
require  me  to  contact  the  particular  affiliates 
show  chair.  This  may  delay  the  publishing  of 
your  show  results. 

Please  include  a  self-addressed  stamped  post 
card  with  your  report.  This  will  allow  me  to 
acknowledge  receipt  of  your  report  and  allows 
me  to  inquire  with  the  affiliate  should  the  need 
arise. 

UPPER  PINELLAS  AVS,  FL  -  "Violets  on  the 
Waterfront,"  Phyllis  King,  show  chair.  Win¬ 
ners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Louise  Croteau,  Pensi 
Orchid,  Ness'  Viking  Maiden;  Best  in  show,  Louise 
Croteau;  Second  best  in  show,  Pensi  Orchid;  best 
miniature.  Toy  Castle;  best  semi.  Precious  Pink; 
sweepstakes  (horticulture  and  design),  Phyllis 
King.  Second  best  AVSA  collection,  Angel  Frost, 
Phantom  Flash,  Granger's  Blue  Nimbus,  Dorothy 
Harm.  Best  design,  "Sound  of  the  Sea,"  Dorthea 
Gill.  Best  gesneriad,  Nematanthus  'Tropicana.' 

AVC  of  GREATER  KANSAS  CITY,  KS  - 
"African  Violets  Salute  the  Olympics,"  Pat 
Richards,  show  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection.  Little  Pro  (sm),  Rob's  Pink  Satin  (sm). 
Little  Jayhawker  (sm);  best  in  show.  Little  Pro; 
second  best  in  show,  Ness'  Bangle  Blue;  best 
semi.  Little  Pro,  Pat  Richards.  Second  best 
AVSA  collection,  Devil-May -Car,  Rhapsodic 
Ellen,  Optimara  Molokai,  Francis  Bearer.  Best 
design,  "Pole  Vault,"  sweepstakes  (design), 
Patty  Hart.  Best  trailer,  Rob's  Sticky  Wicket, 


Carol  Allinson.  Best  miniature.  Petite  Jewel, 
sweepstakes  (horticulture).  Sue  Hill.  Best 

gesneriad,  Nautilocalyx  pemphidius,  Molly 
Blacketer. 

MID-POLK  AVS,  FL  -  "Way  to  go  -  Violets," 
Vena  Griffith,  show  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection,  Apache  Land,  Touch  of  Velvet,  Happy 
Hillbilly;  best  in  show.  Happy  Hillbilly;  second 
best  in  show.  Milky  Way  T rail;  best  trailer.  Milky 
Way  Trail;  best  miniature,  Optimara  Violet 
Sapphire;  best  semi,  Ness'  Snow  Bunny;  best 
gesneriad,  Chirita  sinensis;  sweepstakes 
(horticulture),  Rita  Hilton.  Best  design,  "Vio¬ 
lets  Go  Antiquing,"  Shirley  Berger. 

FIRST  LAKELAND  AVS,  FL  —  "Violets 
Aboard,"  Barbara  Courson,  show  chair.  Win¬ 
ners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Frosted  Whisper, 
Cajun  Delight,  French  Like;  best  in  show.  Frosted 
Whisper;  second  best  in  show.  Falling  Snow;  best 
trailer.  Falling  Snow;  best  miniature,  Optimara 
Little  Moonstone;  sweepstakes  (horticulture), 
Chris  Howell.  Second  best  AVSA  collection, 
Mindi  Brooke,  Lela  Marie,  Big  Tease;  best 
gesneriad,  Sinningia  pusilla;  best  design,  "Bon 
Voyage,"  Barbara  Courson,  Best  semi.  Hector, 
Betty  Rose.  Sweepstakes  (design),  Claudette 
Brown. 

SOUTH  COAST  AVS,  CA  -  "Violet  Fash¬ 
ions,"  Jacquie  Eisenhut,  show  chair.  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  collection.  Grandmother's  Halo, 
Something  Special,  Bertha;  best  in  show,  Bertha; 
second  best  in  show,  Bertha;  best  semi.  Precious 
Pink,  George  Crouchet.  Second  best  AVSA 
collection,  Belizaire,  Sweet  Temptation,  Bourbon 
Mist;  sweepstakes  (horticulture),  Marilee 
Beam.  Best  design,  'The  Aerobics  Class,"  Toni 
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Breden.  Best  trailer.  Happy  Trails,  Everdina 
Inpijn.  Best  miniature,  Rob's  Soliloquy;  best 
gesneriad,  Aeschynanthus  'Big  Apple/  Hans 
Inpijn. 

RAYNE  AVS,  LA  -  "Violet  Rayne  Beau," 
Leora  Peres,  show  chair.  Winners:  Best  AVS  A 
collection,  Optimara  Louisiana,  Bertha,  Lela 
Marie;  best  in  show,  Bertha,  Letie  Guidry.  Sec¬ 
ond  best  AVS  A  collection.  Tomahawk,  Bertha, 
Cherry  Cola;  second  best  in  show,  Optimara  Little 
Amethyst;  best  design,  "Leprechaun  Frolic," 
best  trailer.  Sapphire  Trail;  best  miniature,  Opti¬ 
mara  Little  Amethyst;  best  semi.  Bogeyman; 
sweepstakes  (horticulture  and  design),  Lucy 
Menard.  Best  gesneriad,  Episcia  'Kee  Wee/ 
Mona  Clark. 

DESERT  SUN  AVS,  AZ  -  'Wiolets  on  Vaca¬ 
tion,"  Chris  Kemmerling/ Barbara  VanderLe- 
est,  show  chairs.  Winners:  Best  AVSA 
collection.  Frosted  Whisper,  Sunlit  Sugarplum, 
Picotee  Petticoat;  best  in  show.  Honeysuckle  Rose 
(tr);  best  trailer.  Honeysuckle  Rose;  best  semi. 
Crushed  Velvet,  Hessel  Leer.  Second  best  in 
show.  Fairy  Flash;  sweepstakes  (horticulture), 
Kathe  Luther.  Best  design,  'Hawaii,"  sweep- 
stakes  (design),  Rosemary  Lort.  Best  gesneriad, 
Episcia  'Checkerboard/  Mark  Lort. 

VIOLETS  ON  THE  BAYOU,  LA  -  "Violets 
Americana,"  Anaise  LeBlanc,  show  chair.  Win¬ 
ners:  Best  AVSA  collection.  Painted  Sunrise, 
Fredette's  Moonflower,  Optimara  Louisiana ;best  in 
show.  Prince  of  Dixie;  second  best  in  show. 
Frosted  Whisper;  sweepstakes  (horticulture), 
Phil  and  Pat  Robichaux.  Second  best  AVSA 
collection.  Night  Rider,  Kissy  Face,  Fisherman's 
Paradise;  best  miniature,  Optimara  Rose  Quartz; 
best  semi.  Little  Pro;  best  gesneriad,  Episcia 
'Helen  O,'  Emily  Fertitta.  Best  design,  sweep- 
stakes  (design),  Eva  Folse.  Best  trailer.  Snowy 
Trail,  Bella  Arcement. 

SPRING  BRANCH  AVS,  TX  -  "African  Vio¬ 
lets  Visit  Mother  Goose,"  Ellen  Moskal,  show 
chair.  Winners:  Best  AVSA  collection,  Picasso, 
Big  Charlie,  Apache  Diamond;  best  in  show, 
Picasso;  second  best  in  show.  Happy  Chris;  best 
gesneriad,  Columnea  'Tri-color/  sweepstakes 


(horticulture),  Lenora  Munk.  Second  best 
AVSA  collection,  Apache  Jewel,  Apace  Diamond, 
Big  Charlie,  J.  C.  Munk.  Best  design,  "The  Cat 
and  the  Fiddle,"  Trish  Wright.  Best  miniature, 
Optimara  Little  Moonstone;  best  semi.  Little 
Keepsake;  sweepstakes  (design),  Meredith  Hall. 

BATON  ROUGE  AVS,  LA  -  "Dining  with 
Violets,"  Mrs.  J.  F.  Spear,  show  chair.  Winners: 
Best  AVSA  collection,  Ragusa  Special,  Magnolia, 
This  Bud's  Mine;  best  in  show,  Ragusa  Special; 
second  best  in  show.  Dazzle  Trail;  best  design, 
"Heavenly  Desserts,"  best  trailer.  Dazzle  Trail; 
sweepstakes  (horticulture),  Mrs.  J.  Y.  Ragusa. 
Second  best  AVSA  collection.  Aluminum  Foil, 
Picotee  Petticoat,  Greg;  best  semi.  Hector,  Mrs.  J. 
F.  Spear.  Best  miniature.  Petite  Jewel,  Mrs.  J.  S. 
Gremillion.  Best  gesneriad,  Nautilocalyx 
pemphidius,  Sallie  Barlow.  Sweepstakes 
(design),  Nancy  David. 


George  Crouchet  holding  Bertha,  Best  in 
Show  at  the  South  Coast  AVS  (OA)  recent  show. 
The  theme  for  the  show  was  “Violet  Fashions.*’ 
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YelloW“Red  Seedling  (top) 

1393^B 


NOLAN 

BLANSIT 


Seedling 

from  ivory  breeding  (bottom) 
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Disbudding  for  Show: 
Days  to  Prime 


Gary  R.  Beck 
1155  Pine  St,  No.  4 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


The  most  common  complaint  I  hear  at  shows 
is  two-fold:  "my  plants  are  all  bloomed-out" 
and  "my  plants  will  be  lovely  in  a  week." 

Many  quote  the  "6,  or  8  week  disbudding 
program."  Then,  why  didn't  all  their  plants 
come  into  full  bloom  for  the  date  of  the  judging? 

For  my  first  show  to  enter,  in  March  1977, 1 
disbudded  all  doubles  at  8  weeks  prior  to  judg¬ 
ing,  and  singles  at  6  weeks.  The  results  were 
mixed,  and  somehow  I  blamed  myself.  After 
two  more  shows  in  a  year,  I  became  to  realize 
that  African  violet  varieties  are  individual,  just 
as  we  are. 

I  observed  that  some  double-flowering 
plants  took  longer  to  bloom  into  prime  than 
others.  Some  single-flowering  plants  bloomed 
quickly,  while  many  others  took  much  longer  to 
look  their  best. 

Being  a  life-long  note-taker,  I  began  writing 
down  the  number  of  days  each  variety  was  off 
from  the  standard  disbudding  program.  For 
example,  I  noted  that  Tialf  Moon  Bay'  needed 
about  4  more  days  than  the  standard  8  weeks  to 
bloom  into  its  prime,  while  'Alzira'  appeared  to 
be  about  5  days  past  its  blooming  prime,  using 
the  6-week  disbudding  program. 

Only  occasionally  did  a  plant  seem  to  be 
right  on  time  according  to  the  standard  sched¬ 
ule.  In  ensuing  years,  I  learned  that  trailers  and 
minis  and  semiminis  desired  more  or  less  time 
of  disbudding  to  be  at  their  freshest  prime  at 
show  time. 

From  these  notes,  written  after  each  show,  I 
devised  a  chart  to  record  each  hybrid  in  my 
collection,  assigning  a  number  of  days  that  I  felt 
the  plant  needed  to  reach  its  prime  from  the  last 


disbudding  to  date  of  judging.  As  each  show 
passed,  that  number  was  adjusted  according  to 
the  performance  of  its  flowering.  In  some  cases, 
it  appeared  the  plant  needed  just  two  to  four 
more  days  to  look  its  best;  in  others,  the  plant 
seemed  overbloomed,  by  one  to  five  days.  The 
number  of  days  to  top  blooming  was  then  ad¬ 
justed. 

This  is  a  simple  procedure,  and  requires  only 
an  eye-balling  of  each  variety  in  your  collection. 
The  benefits  are  tremendous  since  each  plant 
will  be  allowed  the  proper  days  of  disbudding 
to  reach  its  best  blooming  at  judging. 

The  effect  of  weather  during  the  9  weeks 
from  final  disbudding  to  show  ('Shutter  Bug' 
takes  64  days  in  my  conditions)  must  be  ad¬ 
dressed,  since  a  short  heat  wave  may  speed  the 
blossoming,  unless  adjustments  are  made  in  the 
growing  conditions  (open  a  window,  turn 
lights  off,  use  a  fan).  Or,  a  cloudy  spell  may  slow 
the  plants  (turn  up  lights,  increase  heat).  But,  in 
San  Francisco,  I  have  experienced  many  vari¬ 
able  weather  conditions,  and  my  plants  have 
varied  little  from  the  determined  days  to  prime, 
from  show  to  show. 

Try  this  program,  experiment  with  it,  record 
your  notes,  and  I  feel  you  will  find  that  your 
plants  will  produce  prime  blossoms  on  the  day 
of  judging  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  from  a 
general  disbudding  program.  Let  me  know 
your  results! 


Thanks,  Columbus! 


46  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  May /June  1992 


A  Not  So  "Public"  Announcement 


Plant  Parenthood 


Claire  Ulanoff 
8405  SW  8th  St  miO 

Miami,  FL  33126 


Rule  #1:  Never  be  a  show-off. 

Rule  #2:  If  a  co-worker  asks  you  how  to  grow 
violets  from  seed,  run  away! 

I  broke  both  rules  and  now  must  suffer  the 
consequences.  Actually,  it  turned  out  to  be 
about  30  little  consequences.  Such  an  innocent 
question,  such  a  simple  procedure,  and  now 
such  a  crowded  plant  stand. 

We  were  bored  at  work  one  day,  talking 
about  plants.  She  grows  roses,  I  grow  violets.  I 
should  have  noticed  that  the  sky  darkened  and 
thunder  rumbled  ominously  (was  that  a  warn¬ 
ing?)  when  she  said,  "Show  me  how  you  polli¬ 
nate  a  flower."  Suddenly,  in  smoke  and  flame, 
these  words  appeared  as  if  by  magic  on  the 
office  wall  —  DONT  DO  IT  —  but  I  didnT 
listen.  Oh  no,  not  me.  I  was  too  busy  showing 
off.  Laughingly,  I  touched  pollen  to  stigma  — - 
we  made  a  few  bad  jokes  about  romance  —  and 
that  was  the  end  of  it.  Right. 

Who  knew  it  would  take?  And,  after  it  took, 
who  knew  it  would  swell  and  grow  and  ripen? 
Even  worse,  who  knew  it  would  actually  pro¬ 
duce  plants?  Within  a  few  weeks  I  had  seedlings 
that  were  fighting  each  other  for  space  in  their 
plastic  nursery. 

Twelve  of  the  heftiest  little  monsters  started 
to  grow  at  warp  speed  and  had  to  be  trans¬ 
planted  into  2"  pots.  They  all  but  kicked  the 
other  plants  out  of  their  way  on  the  light  stand, 
pushing  and  shoving  like  leafy  bullies  until  they 
gotwhat  they  wanted. 

Within  a  few  more  weeks,  they  started 
threatening  to  take  the  2-1  /T  pots  away  from 


the  rooted  leaves  next  to  them  on  the  stand  if  I 
didn't  start  paying  more  attention.  After  a 
while,  I  was  afraid  they'd  try  to  attack  my  cat 
just  out  of  spite,  so  I  did  what  they  wanted. 

Was  this  plant  blackmail?  They  got  their 
special  pots  and  the  best  light  and  the  best  food, 
and  that  must  have  finally  jollied  them  up 
enough  so  that  they  calmed  down  and  immedi¬ 
ately  started  putting  out  flower  buds.  Any  day 
now,  Tm  going  to  find  out  what  colors  we  got — 
with  my  luck  they'll  all  be  single  blues! 

Actually  it's  been  interesting  to  see  what 
came  from  this  simple  self-cross.  One  seedling 
is  patch  variegated.  Two  have  wavy,  medium 
green  leaves  that  are  longer  than  wide.  The 
other  nine  all  have  round,  dark  green  leaves 
with  red  backs.  The  parent  plant  was  a  patch 
variegated  sport  of  'Rhapsodie  Alice.'  I  have  to 
admit  that  the  bigger  they  get,  the  fonder  I 
become  of  them.  Like  puppies,  though.  I'll  be 
glad  when  they're  big  enough  to  go  to  good 
homes  at  the  office.  My  co-worker  will  get  pick 
of  the  litter,  since  this  was  all  her  idea  in  the  first 
place,  and  I'll  remember  to  follow  "The  Rules" 
more  closely  in  the  future. 

Then  again,  I  wonder  what  would  happen  if 
I  crossed  that  variegated  seedling ... 

For  Advertising  Rates 
and  Information,  contact: 
Meredith  Hall 
922  E.  14th  St. 

Houston,  TX  77009 

713-869-0102 
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Colleen 


Julia  Fladt  (top)  GRANGER  GARDENS 
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3*amA/l/u 


Georgene  Albrecht 
101  Oak  Heights  Drive 
Oakdale,  PA  15071 


Petrocosmea  flaccida 


Much  like  a  saintpaulia,  our  feature  plank 
Petrocosmea  flaccida  (pet-roh-KAHS-mee-ah 
FLAS“Sih“dah),  forms  a  three^inch  rosette  and 
produces  violet  blooms.  In  his  pronunciation 
guide,  Walt  Maurus  gives  a  meaning  of  the 
name  as  '^adornment  of  rocks."  In  their  native 
habitat.  Southeast  Asia,  they  are  found  on 
mountain  sides  where  temperatures  may  range 
from  50®  to  75®.  They  must  have  cool  tempera¬ 
tures  and  high  humidity.  Since  they  grow  on  or 
near  rocks,  they  love  to  have  lime  added  to  their 
soil  mixture.  If  you  have  a  cool  spot  with  about 
500  footcandles  of  light,  this  plant  is  for  you. 

Petrocosmeas  look  like  saintpaulias  that 
might  have  mite.  Now,  don't  get  upset.  They 
are  extremely  hirsute;  one  might  even  say  that 
they  are  fuzzy.  However,  the  hairs  may  grow  in 
many  different  directions  and  the  center 
growth  does  have  a  very  light,  tight  look.  Only 
when  this  center  growth  becomes  hard,  do  we 
worry  about  a  mite  infestation.  Mine  grow  well 
in  a  glass  container  because  they  like  at  least 
50%  humidity.  The  lowest  spot  in  a  growing 
area  is  usually  the  coolest.  The  bloom  count  of 
flaccida  isn't  anything  to  brag  about,  only  one  or 
two  blooms  to  each  peduncle.  The  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  genus  have  a  higher  number  of 
blooms.  If  they  do  not  have  enough  humidity, 
blooms  will  never  fully  open.  Also,  blooms  tend 
to  drop  if  the  roots  have  been  watered  heavily. 
They  love  to  be  planted  in  any  good  African 
violet  soil  mix  that  has  had  lime  and  additional 
tiny  chunks  of  whole,  damp  sphagnum  moss 


added. 

I  could  find  only  about  five  species  listed  in 
this  genus.  In  addition  to  our  feature  plant, 
there  is  Petrocosmea  kerrii  (KARE-ee-eye)  which 
has  yellow-white  blooms  in  generous  numbers. 
When  grown  well,  it  is  spectacular.  I  have  killed 
three  of  them,  but  am  determined  that,  some¬ 
day,  I  will  succeed.  They  absolutely  resent  heat 
and  we  do  not  have  air  conditioning.  Because  of 
the  yellow  blooms,  hybridizers  were  trying  to 
cross  this  with  the  saintpaulia;  however,  it  has 
a  different  chromosome  number  that  could  not 
produce.  P.  nervosa  (ner-VO-sah)  and  peltata 
(pel-TAY-tah)  may  be  easier  to  grow.  I've  seen 
pictures  of  P.  parryorum  (pair-ree-OR-um) 
which  is  larger  than  flaccida  and  produces  many 
purple  blooms. 

Among  the  sources  for  some  of  these  plants 
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are  Home-Grown  Gesneriads,  P.  O.  Box  8417, 
Fredericksburg,  VA  22404  -  catalog,  $2.00  and 
Belisle's  Violet  House,  P.  O.  Box  111,  Radisson, 
WI  54867  -  catalog,  $1.00.  Contact  your  own 
sources  for  these  beauties  because  many  com¬ 
mercials  do  not  list  them  although  they  have 
them  in  their  collections.  Their  growth  is  slow 
and  challenging.  That's  the  fun  of  it. 

By  the  way,  Walt  Maurus  is  updating  his 
gesneriad  pronunciation  guide  and  for  orchid 
lovers  he  has  one  available  at  a  cost  of  $9  post¬ 
paid  from  P,  O.  Box  2247,  Livonia,  MI  48150. 

PEST  CONTROL 

Most  of  the  questions  asked  of  me  seem  to 
pertain  to  the  safe  control  of  pests  inside  the 
home.  This  is  a  subject  most  writers  will  not 
tackle  simply  because  they  or  their  publication 
do  not  want  to  be  responsible  for  misunder¬ 
standings  and  misuse.  I  am  no  exception,  so 
please,  reading  the  following  carefully  and  read 
all  labels  no  matter  how  long  it  takes.  Remem¬ 
ber,  never  try  a  new  product  on  all  your  plants; 
test  it  on  just  a  few: 

Diatomaceous  earth  is  your  safest  defense 
against  soil  mealybug.  Be  sure  that  it  is  sharp 
enough  to  do  the  job  of  breaking  down  the  pest's 
membranes.  Place  the  earth  in  a  clear  plastic 
bag.  If  it  is  rough  enough  to  scratch  the  plastic 
when  you  rub  it  around,  it's  most  likely  rough 
enough  to  kill.  I  have  seen  some  diatomaceous 
that  is  so  fine,  it  will  not  do  the  job. 

Microencapsulated  pesticides  are  safe  to  use 
in  the  home.  X-Clude  by  Whitmire  is  a  natural 
pyrethrin  timed  release  insecticide  that  is  very 
effective  against  ants,  aphids,  scales,  fungus 
gnats,  aerial  mealybug,  white  flies  and  many 
more.  Worth  every  penny.  Knoxout  is  microen¬ 
capsulated  diazinon  which  is  effective  against 
all  of  the  above  and  mites.  It  is  available  in 
concentrate  and  also  in  aerosols.  When  dealing 
with  mites,  it's  best  to  toss  the  plant,  soil  and  all, 
and  wash  the  area  with  a  5%  Clorox  solution. 
Take  cuttings,  wash  them  and  isolate  all  of 
them.  If  you  want  to  try  to  save  the  plant. 


remove  the  mite  damaged  area  of  the  crown 
before  spraying.  This  will  remove  a  great  many 
of  the  mites.  When  it  comes  to  mites,  make  sure 
you  really  have  them.  Take  a  sample  (com¬ 
pletely  enclosed)  to  an  experienced  grower,  lab 
or  agricultural  agent. 

Hyponex  makes  a  great  timed  release  house 
plant  insect  control  for  mealy  bug,  scale  and 
thrips.  This  aerosol  is  widely  available.  As  with 
all  microencapsulated  products,  it  must  be 
completely  mixed;  this  means  we  must  shake  it 
vigorously.  The  Hyponex  product  is  encapsu¬ 
lated  Diazinon.  The  reason  it  is  safe  to  use  in  our 
homes  is  because  the  capsules  retain  the  pesti¬ 
cide  so  that  it  releases  slowly.  We  must  protect 
ourselves  and  our  pets,  read  every  label.  I  think 
that  the  Air  Guard  Way  by  Mister-Konk  is 
probably  microencapsulated  pyrethrin  which 
is  dispensed  automatically. 

At  the  last  Pittsburgh  Violet  Society  meeting, 
Alyce  Rote  shared  some  startling  news  about 
developing  a  sensitivity  to  an  aerosol  of  the 
most  familiar  household  disinfectant.  The  skin 
of  her  arms  burned  and  became  red.  Call  your 
physician  immediately  if  this  ever  happens  to 
you.  Alyce  asked  me  how  I  sprayed  the  aero¬ 
sols.  My  plant  shelf  is  covered  with  a  painter's 
drop  cloth  and  I  hold  the  can  under  the  plastic 
so  that  I  don't  have  to  breathe  any  of  it.  Hold  the 
can  a  good  18  inches  away  to  prevent  propel¬ 
lant  bum.  When  the  shelves  are  uncovered  in  a 
few  days,  wipe  the  residue  from  the  light  tubes. 
Also,  do  not  wash  away  the  microencapsulated 
pesticides  because  they  will  work  for  many 
weeks. 

If  you  can't  use  an  aerosol,  but  want  a  good 
spot-check  natural  product  in  a  pump  bottle, 
try  Schultz-Instant  house  plant  and  garden 
Insecticide  Spray  of  pyrethrins.  It  is  a  water 
base,  biodegradable  with  no  propellants. 

Another  product  that  many  growers  use  is  an 
Ortho  Hi"Power  Indoor  Insect  Fogger  which  is 
made  to  control  fleas,  spiders,  etc.,  in  the  home. 
A  chemist  who  grows  orchids  told  me  that  she 
has  found  this  product  highly  effective  without 
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damage  to  plant  tissue.  We  were  also  told  that 
saintpaulia  growers  use  this  in  their  plant 
rooms  with  no  adverse  effect  on  the  plants.  I 
want  you  to  use  common  sense  about  this.  The 
fogger  must  be  used  according  to  directions, 
paying  particular  attention  to  make  sure  the 
size  of  the  room  is  adequate  and  that  foodstuffs 
and  pets  are  not  exposed. 

THE  MAIL  BOX 

It  was  so  nice  to  receive  a  card  from  Reg  and 
Dorothy  Townsend  of  Padstow,  N.S.W.,  Aus¬ 
tralia.  She  had  recorded  my  presentation  at  the 
Santa  Clara  convention  in  1991  and  shares  it 
with  growers  as  she  travels.  We  hope  to  see 
them  in  Columbus. 

Another  unusual  surprise  was  a  letter  from 
the  Ukraine.  It  was  mailed  in  November,  1991, 
at  a  time  when  the  world  map  was  changing 
daily.  I  found  someone  to  translate  and  would 
like  to  share  some  of  the  letter. 

The  writer  is  Svetlana  Primutskaya  who 
considers  herself  a  representative  of  a  small 
club  of  violet  admirers  who  propagate,  grow 
and  exhibit  African  violets.  They  have  many 
excellent  types,  which  she  says  are  not  known 
in  the  rest  of  the  world.  ITl  bet  they  have  no  idea 
how  much  hybridizing  the  rest  of  the  world  has 
done.  They  would  like  to  correspond,  exchange 
experiments  and  seeds.  She  also  says  that  they 
have  heard  the  USA  has  a  special  magazine 
dedicated  to  violets.  They  do  not  have  such  a 
magazine  available  and  would  like  to  know 
how  it  is  structured,  published  and  if  it  really 
exists. 

What  a  question!  After  making  some  tele¬ 
phone  calls,  we  learned  that  someone  in  the 
Baltimore,  MD  club  had  just  been  responsible 
for  sending  the  magazine.  I  salute  that  club. 

There  is  even  a  commercial  grower  in 
Moscow.  Of  course,  being  a  true  gesneriadist,  I 
am  writing  them  to  ask  if  anyone  grows  the 
other  gesneriads.  ITl  bet  they  do. 

How  do  you  suppose  they  found  my  name, 
IPs  a  small,  small  world,  after  all. 


Shown  is  L@a  Plaire  with  Best  Gesneriad, 
Sinningia  pusiUa,  at  a  recent  First  Lakeland  AVS 
(FL)  show. 


Affiliates,  Please  Send  to: 

Bob  Green 
Affiliate  Chairman 
997  Botany  Lane 
Rockledge,  FL  32955: 

1.)  Approval  of  Show  Schedules 

2.)  $5.00  Application  Fee 
for  Award  Packet 

3.)  $1.50  for  "Guide  for  Presidents 
and  AVS  A  Representatives" 

4.)  New  Club  Information 
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Growing  African  Violets 
With  Wick  Method  and  Natural  Light 

Doris  Ann  Jolley 
Rt.  2,  Box  336 
Baiesville,  MS  38606 


African  violet  enthusiasts  are  like  mothers 
with  their  baby  pictures  ■ —  "have  you  seen  my 
latest?"  Although  my  pictures  aren't  as  good  as 
seeing  the  real  plant,  I  had  just  photographed 
three  of  my  "latest  pride  and  joys"  when  the  last 
issue  of  African  Violet  Magazine  arrived.  To  my 
delight  there  was  a  request  for  articles  and 
PICTURES!  I  could  show  off  my  'latest,"  but 
then  a  sobering  thought  crossed  my  mind. 
Would  award-winning,  expert  growers  frown 
on  my  "windowsill"  violets?  When  I  read  the 


letter  to  the  editor  from  Rose  Hammond,  I  had 
my  answer.  My  violets  might  not  win  any  show 
ribbons  but  there  are  people  who  might  be 
interested  in  how  I  grow  violets  in  natural  light 
for  my  own  pleasure  (and  anyone  else  who  can 
be  influenced). 

Violets  grown  in  natural  light  can  be  very 
beautiful  and  grow  quite  well  if  they  are  given 
the  proper  growing  conditions.  For  example, 
one  of  my  best  growers  is  a  plant  Tve  had  for 
over  10  years.  It  is  'Edna  Fischer'  which  I  pur- 


‘Edna  Fischer’  -  over  19”  across,  50  blossoms  and  grown  in  natural  light. 
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chased  from  Fischer  Greenhouses.  (The  plant 
was  named  for  Mr.  Fischer's  mother.)  When 
photographed,  the  plant  was  19  inches  across 
and  had  over  50  blossoms.  The  other  two  plants 
I  photographed,  recently,  were  'Molokai'  and 
'Eve.'  Both  plants  were  12  inches  across. 
'Molokai'  had  nearly  50  blossoms  and  'Eve,'  a 
younger  plant,  had  just  a  few  blossoms,  how- 
ever,  it  was  the  nearly  3-inch  blossoms  which 
were  impressive  to  me. 

I  have  recently  reduced  my  collection  to  57 
plants  which  consist  of  variegated,  non-vari- 
egated,  micromini,  mini,  semimini,  all  size  stan¬ 
dards,  chimera,  and  trailer  varieties. 

Although  each  grower  has  to  find  out  what 
works  best  for  his/her  environment,  the  follow¬ 
ing  paragraphs  tell  how  I  grow  violets  using 
only  the  wick  method  and  natural  light. 

POTS 

I  use  plastic  pots.  For  my  minis  I  use  2-1/4” 
and  3”  pots.  My  standards  are  in  4-1/2”  pots.  I 
have  found  that  he  pot  should  be  suited  to  the 
stem  of  the  plant.  The  larger  the  stem,  the  larger 
the  pot.  When  repotting,  I  keep  minis  in  the 
same  size  pot.  I  scrape  accumulations,  in  be¬ 
tween  reportings,  off  the  rim  of  pots  as  these 
accumulations  will  eventually  destroy  leaves.  I 
let  my  plants  tell  me  when  to  repot. 

WICK 

My  wicks  are  nylon.  It  can  be  purchased  or 
nylon  hose  can  be  cut  into  wick  size  strips.  The 
wick  should  be  long  enough  for  half  of  it  to  be  in 
the  soil  and  half  to  be  in  the  water  reservoir.  If 
using  hose  wicks,  cut  the  strip  at  least  one- 
fourth  to  one-half  inches  wide,  depending  upon 
the  size  of  the  hole  in  your  soil  pot. 

SOIL 

The  wick  method  requires  a  light,  porous  soil 
so  that  the  roots  will  receive  enough  oxygen.  I 
order  my  soil  ready-mixed  from  a  commercial 
grower  but  in  the  past  have  mixed  my  own 
using  a  recipe  received  at  a  Memphis  African 


violet  show.  The  recipe  is  as  follows: 

4  cups  African  violet  soil 

2  cups  vermiculite  (coarse) 

2  cups  perlite 

If  you  want  a  larger  amount  just  keep  the 
proportions  the  same.  Keep  the  unused  soil  in 
a  closed  container  so  that  it  will  remain  insect 
free. 

WATER 

I  use  rain  water.  I  have  a  rain  barrel  but  other 
containers  can  serve  as  collectors  of  water.  If 
treated  water  must  be  used,  put  water  in  open 
containers  and  let  it  sit  for  at  least  24  hours  so 
that  harmful  things  can  evaporate.  The  longer 
the  water  is  allowed  to  sit  the  better. 

RESERVOIRS 

I  use  the  Reservoir  Wick  Pot  from  a  commer¬ 
cial  grower  and  plastic  water  reservoirs  from 
another  commercial  grower.  For  my  minis  I  use 
8  oz.  and  16  oz.  reservoirs.  For  larger  plants  I 
use  the  32  oz.  reservoirs  and  the  Reservoir  Wick 
Pot.  The  size  of  the  reservoir  is  determined  by 
the  size  of  the  pot  which  will  rest  upon  it. 

If  you  can  get  enough  margarine  tubs  (or 
similar  tubs)  with  snap  tops  which  can  be  cut, 
cut  out  a  hole  to  match  the  hole  in  your  soil  pot 
and  you  have  a  reservoir  without  additional 
purchase.  I've  even  used  plastic  freezer  cartons 
for  reservoirs.  The  draw  back  is  the  varying  size 
and  the  looks  of  each.  I  like  a  uniform  appear¬ 
ance, 

FERTILIZER 

For  better  blossoms  and  growth,  I  use  Peter's 
12-36-14  for  non- variegated  plants  and  Peter's 
5-50-17  for  variegated  plants.  I  mix  SoilWash 
into  the  fertilized  mixture  and  use  this  mixture 
every  time  I  water  my  plants.  I  believe  everyone 
has  to  choose  the  fertilizer  and  supplements 
that  work  with  their  plants. 

INSECTICIDES 

I  use  Benomyl  (1-1/2  t.  per  gallon  of  water) 
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as  a  spray  for  mildew  or  mold  on  the  plants  or 
the  soil  and  Kelthane  (1  /4 1.  per  quart  of  water) 
as  a  spray  for  everything  else.  F ve  been  careful 
to  isolate  all  new  plants  for  at  least  two  weeks  or 
until  I  was  certain  there  was  no  infestation.  I 
think  that  is  why  Fve  had  no  problem  with 
insects. 

LIGHT 

My  plants  are  on  plastic  shelves  in  front  of 
my  windows  or  on  the  windowsill  itself.  In 
summer  I  hang  sheer  curtains  over  the  east  and 
southwest  windows  to  keep  violet  leaves  from 
burning.  Those  on  the  windowsills  sometimes 
have  to  be  moved  depending  on  the  violet  and 
the  temperature.  My  violets  are  in  north,  south¬ 
west,  and  east  windows.  If  there  is  a  large 
overhang  to  your  house,  a  patio,  or  a  carport 
outside  the  window,  the  light  usually  isn't  suf¬ 
ficient,  in  my  experience. 

One  problem  I  have  with  some  plants  is  their 
tendency  to  be  "leggy"  with  long  stems  which 


stand  up  instead  of  lying  flat.  This,  of  course, 
indicates  insufficient  light  for  that  plant. 
Strangely,  some  plants  grow  compact  and  flat 
even  though  others  right  beside  them  grow 
"leggy"  or  have  stems  reaching  up! 

In  my  opinion,  sufficient  sunlight  is  the  big¬ 
gest  problem  for  "windowsill"  African  violet 
growers. 

GENERAL 

My  violets  don't  like  drafts  so  I  turn  over¬ 
head  air  vents  away  from  the  violets. 

I  keep  my  home  temperatures  between  65 
and  80  degrees  with  the  lower  temperatures 
being  at  night. 

Violet  leaves  love  to  have  their  "fuzz" 
brushed  so  I  use  a  soft-bristled  paint  brush  to 
brush  dust  off  the  violet  leaves. 

I  always  remove  suckers  from  plants,  with 
the  exception  of  trailers. 

I  use  leaf  supports  so  that  my  plants  won't 
hug  the  pots  or  break  themselves  on  the  rim  of 


(Left)  ‘Molokai’  and  (Right)  ‘Eve’  -  both  grown  in  natural  light. 
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the  pot.  My  supports  are  the  rings  which  fit 
several  sizes  of  pots  and  the  leaf  support  pots 
both  purchased  from  commercial  growers. 

Sometimes  my  soil  dries  out  in  spite  of  the 
wick  being  in  water.  I  add  water  from  the  top  to 
soak  the  soil  or  place  the  soil  pot  down  in  the 
water  reservoir  for  several  hours.  This  solves 
the  problem  temporarily.  So  far  I  have  found 
two  causes  for  this  drying  out:  the  wick  is  too 
small  for  the  plant  or  the  plant  needs  nem^  soil. 

In  direct  opposition  to  the  above  condition, 
on  repeated  days  of  rain  with  little  or  no  sun¬ 
shine,  I  have  had  violets  to  take  up  too  much 
water  and  become  limp.  Removing  the  wick 
from  the  water  until  the  leaves  firm  up  will 
usually  solve  this  problem. 


F  ve  found  that  plants  with  light  green  leaves 
tolerate  less  direct  light  than  dark  green  leaves, 
that  variegated  leaves  require  more  direct  light 
to  stay  variegated  but  will  burn  if  the  light  is  too 
direct,  that  light  affects  the  color  of  the  blossom 
and  leaves,  that  when  the  plant  gets  a  "neck"  on 
it  Fd  better  repot  it  or  lose  it,  and  that  every 
plant  has  its  own  growing  characteristics. 
Finally,  my  advice  to  beginners  or  oldsters  is 
to  read  the  African  Violet  Magazine  and  get  sev¬ 
eral  good  books  that  tell  how  to  raise  African 
violets. 

As  with  most  advice,  tailor  it  to  your  own 
environment  and  let  experience  be  a  good 
teacher.  There  are  many  things  to  try,  but  they 
won't  all  work  for  you. 


"Putting  down  leaves"  will  never  be  the  same! 


I  Do  It  My  Way 

Va!  Anderson 
808  E.  Washington  #2 
Bloomington,  IL  61701 


Like  many  of  you  African  violet  addicts  out 
there,  I  have  had  my  ups  and  downs  while  my 
plants  have  been  growing;  or,  perhaps,  I  should 
say  that  my  plants  have  had  their  ups  and 
downs  while  I  have  tried  to  grow  them;  but 
thaf  s  just  part  of  the  fun  of  growing  our  African 
lovelies. 

There  is  one  area  of  AV  culture,  however,  in 
which  my  plants  and  I  have  been  more  than 
successful,  Fd  like  to  share  "my  way"  with  all  of 
you. 

I  have  read  about  and  tried  many  different 
methods  of  reproducing  African  violets  from 
leaves,  but  the  method  I  have  worked  out  and 
use  has  consistently  given  me  more  healthy 
'babies"  per  leaf  in  a  much,  much  shorter  pe¬ 


riod  of  time  than  anything  else  I  have  tried. 
Many  of  the  leaves  I  have  put  down  have  pro¬ 
duced  15  to  20  vigorous  plantlets  per  leaf;  the 
"record"  so  far  is  33  off  one  leaf.  (The  standard 
varieties  do  produce  more  than  the  mini  and 
semimini  varieties;  although,  I  have  had  a  few 
varieties  of  both  that  really  outdid  themselves.) 
Most  of  the  leaves  I  have  put  down  have  sent  up 
plantlets  in  three  to  five  weeks,  but  I  have  had 
several  that  sent  up  babies  in  a  mere  two  weeks! 
Impossible? 

Scout's  honor,  I  am  not  exaggerating  ™— 
when  I  started  doing  things  my  way,  I  was 
totally  and  completely  unprepared  for  and 
astonished  at  the  results.  Yes,  and  just  as  disbe¬ 
lieving  as  you  are  right  now,  please,  pick  your- 
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selves  up  off  the  floor,  control  your  hysterical 
laughter,  and  read  on. 

We  all  know  that  what  works  for  one  grower 
may  not  work  for  another;  every  grower  has 
somewhat  different  growing  conditions  and 
there  are  differences  in  water  quality  to  contend 
with,  so  I  cannot  absolutely  promise  success. 
But  I  really  believe  that  this  method  is  worth  a 
try  as  it  has  worked  for  me  all  the  time.  I  do  hope 
you  try  it;  and  here's  how  you  do  it ... 

EQUIPMENT 

You  will  need  the  following  equipment:  a 
totally  clear  (not  opaque),  covered  plastic, 
sweater-sized  storage  box,  bathroom-size  plas¬ 
tic  drinking  cups  or  small  plastic  pots  —  drain¬ 
age  holes  are  a  must,  Terra-Lite  Redi-Earth 
potting  soil,  a  very  sharp  knife,  a  very  sharp 
pair  of  scissors,  Peter's  Professional  12-35-14 
plant  food,  Peters  Professional  15-30-15  plant 
food,  Superthrive,  and  a  plant  stand  with  fluo¬ 
rescent  lighting. 

HOW  TO ... 

Begin  by  thoroughly  cleaning  the  box,  cups/ 
pots,  knife,  and  scissors  in  bleach  water  and 
follow  with  a  very  thorough  rinsing.  DO  NOT 
OMIT  THIS  STEP!  Also,  make  sure  that  your 
work  area  is  as  clean  as  possible. 

Label  your  cups/pots  with  the  names  of  the 
varieties  you  are  putting  down,  fill  each  with 
the  Terra-Lite  Redi-Earth,  and  place  in  the  clear 
box. 

Mix  1/8  teaspoon  of  the  12-36-14  plant  food 
and  one  drop  Superthrive  in  one  gallon  of 
water.  Pour  about  1/2  inch  in  the  bottom  of  the 
clear  box,  and  allow  one-half  hour  for  the  pot¬ 
ting  soil  in  the  cups/ pots  to  absorb  the  water. 
(While  you're  waiting,  use  the  rest  of  the  gallon 
on  your  plants.)  When  the  half-hour  is  up, 
remove  the  now  moistened  cups/pots  to  your 
clean  work  surface,  pour  out  any  remaining 
water,  and  thoroughly  rinse  the  box. 

Take  a  healthy  leaf  from  a  plant,  lay  it  on 
your  work  surface,  and  with  the  knife,  make  the 


usual  slanting  cut  through  the  petiole  about  1- 
1  /2  to  2  inches  from  the  leaf  base,  then  with  the 
scissors  remove  the  top  1/3  of  the  leaf,  cutting 
straight  across.  Place  the  leaf  at  an  angle  in  the 
properly  labeled  cup/ pot  and  place  this  in  the 
box.  Repeat  this  process  for  each  leaf  you  put 
down.  (I  highly  recommend  that  you  disinfect 
the  knife  and  scissors  between  each  leaf  that 
you  do,  although  I  must  admit  that  I  don't 
always  take  the  time  to  do  this  myself!)  When 
you  have  all  the  leaves  in  the  box,  put  on  the 
cover,  and  place  the  box  on  the  top  shelf  of  your 
plant  stand,  under  a  light  tube,  of  course. 

THE  WAITING  BEGINS  ... 

During  the  next  week,  you  will  want  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  box  to  make  sure  that  there  is  neither 
too  much  moisture  (leave  the  cover  open  a  crack 
for  a  while  if  there  is),  or  too  little  moisture 
(carefully  add  a  little  of  the  above-mentioned 
fertilizer  water  to  each  cup/ pot  in  this  case), 
and  also  make  sure  that  none  of  the  leaves  are 
mildewed  or  rotted,  although  there  should  not 
be  any  problems  of  this  sort  if  you  have  ob¬ 
served  all  the  sanitary  precautions  and  used 
healthy  leaves  from  healthy  plants.  At  the  end 
of  this  week,  you  will  want  to  check  your  leaves 
for  rooting  by  giving  a  very  gentle  tug  on  each 
leaf.  If  you  get  the  same  results  that  I  do,  you 
will  find  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  leaves  are 
rooting. 

AFTER  THEY'VE  ROOTED 

After  all  the  leaves  have  rooted,  and  the  next 
time  that  you  need  to  add  water,  mix  1/8  tea¬ 
spoon  of  the  15-30-15  plant  food  and  one  drop 
Superthrive  in  one  gallon  of  water  and  use  it; 
from  this  time  on,  you  will  alternate  the  two 
formulas  as  watering  is  needed.  It  is  expedient 
to  be  observant  here  these  boxes  are  not  air¬ 
tight,  and  with  the  bottom  heat  provided  by 
placing  the  boxes  on  the  top  shelf,  you  will  find 
that  they  dry  out  much  faster  than  you  expect! 

Hopefully,  you  will  experience  the  same 
success  that  I  have,  and  will  see  plantlets  show- 


56  AFRICAN  VIOLET  MAGAZINE  May /June  1992 


ing  in  anywhere  from  two  to  five  weeks.  The 
number  of  babies  you  will  get  off  a  leaf,  and  the 
speed  with  which  they  appear,  depend  on  sev¬ 
eral  things;  the  age  of  the  leaf,  the  genetic  make¬ 
up  of  the  leaf,  and  the  health  of  the  leaf.  A 
"middle-aged"  leaf,  or  one  taken  from  the 
middle  rows  of  the  plant,  reproduces  best. 

Some  varieties  of  violets  consistently  pro¬ 
duce  more  plantlets  per  leaf  than  do  others,  and 
it's  interesting  to  discover  which  are  really  rab¬ 
bits  in  disguise. 

Some  varieties  send  up  babies  in  a  great  big 
hurry,  others  take  a  little  longer.  The  more  ro¬ 
bust  the  leaf,  of  course,  the  better  the  results  — 
you  are  not  going  to  get  good  results  from  a 
limp,  wimpy  leaf! 

POT  THEM  UP! 

When  your  plantlets  are  ready  to  pot  up, 
please  gradually  harden  them  off  by  slowly, 
day  by  day,  opening  the  cover  wider  and  wider, 
until  you  can  remove  it;  this  allows  them  time  to 
adjust  from  the  conditions  of  their  nice  warm 
incubator  to  the  conditions  of  the  "outside 
world." 

Also,  in  order  to  avoid  shock  when  potting 
up,  use  your  regular  growing  medium,  but  fill 
the  center  with  Redi-Earth  and  place  the  little 
plant  in  this  so  that  those  delicate  little  roots 
don't  have  to  fight  a  heavier  medium,  and  can 
slowly  grow  out  into  your  regular  medium. 
And  please,  try  really  hard  not  to  handle  the 
tiny  roots  —  they  are  so  very  fragile. 

Water  the  newly  potted  plants  with  the  12- 
36-14/one  drop  Superthrive  mix  the  first  time, 
and  then  switch  to  your  regular  fertilizing  rou¬ 
tine. 

WORD  OF  CAUTION 

A  word  of  caution  here  —  when  all  those 
plantlets  start  popping  up,  it  is  so  very  tempting 
to  allow  them  all  to  grow  on,  but  a  little  hard¬ 
hearted  culling  is  called  for.  Watch  for,  and 
carefully  remove  the  weaker  plantlets,  and  al¬ 
low  only  the  stronger  ones  to  grow;  you  will  still 


have  more  babies  than  you  know  what  to  do 
with,  especially  when  you  start  potting  them 
up. 

QUESTION  YOUR  SANITY! 

At  this  point,  you  will  wonder  whatever 
possessed  you  to  do  this  in  the  first  place. 

Why  does  this  method  work  so  well?  I  think 
it  is  a  lucky  combination  of  all  the  factors  in¬ 
volved.  Some  of  them  go  against  the  "rules"  of 
growing,  but  it  works  anyway.  I  do  believe  the 
bottom  heat  provided  by  placing  the  box  on  the 
top  shelf  is  very  important;  in  fact,  the  tempera¬ 
ture  inside  the  box  should  read  at  80  -  82®  F  (27 
-  28®  C).  It  is  at  this  level  that  I  get  the  best 
results. 

and ... 

PLEASE  -  GIVE  IT  A  TRY! 

Give  this  method  a  try  with  a  few  leaves 
(don't  go  hog  wild  at  first)  to  see  how  it  goes  for 
you.  I  do  know  that  it  has  worked  perfectly  for 
at  least  two  other  "violeteers"  who  did  it  ex¬ 
actly  in  the  manner  described,  and  I  wish  you 
the  same  success! 


HOW  TO  MAKE 
YOUR  OWN 
BLOSSOM  HOLDERS 

The  African  Violet  Newsletter 
The  AVS  of  Rochester  (NY) 

You  can  make  simple  blossom  holders 
out  of  a  short  length  of  a  plastic  drinking 

straw. 

Cut  a  piece  about  1"  long,  and  seal  one 

end  with  a  piece  of  floral  clay.  If  you  need 
some  extra  height,  insert  a  piece  of  florists 
wire  through  the  clay  along  one  side  of 
the  straw. 

Wrap  the  entire  holder  with  floral  tape 
—  in  a  spiral  pattern.  Tuck  in  at  the  top  to 
totally  cover  the  straw. 
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Don't  Believe  a  Word  of  IT! 


Walt  Maurus 
P.O.  Box  2247 
Livonia,  Ml  48151 


In  the  early  1980s,  Barb  and  I  attended  an 
AVSA  convention  and  enjoyed  it  very  much. 
One  of  the  speakers  was  a  well-known  author 
who  had  just  written  a  book  about  saintpaulia 
care  and  culture  which  now  is  accepted  as  a 
kind  of  textbook  on  the  subject.  I  had  been 
growing  violets  at  home  in  the  usual,  casual 
manner  most  of  us  employ  —  buy  one,  put  it  in 
front  of  a  window,  water  it  and  will  it  to  do  its 
stuff. 

Well,  by  the  time  the  author  finished  speak¬ 
ing,  I  was  in  shock.  It  became  apparent  that  my 
plants  were  indeed  growing  and  blooming  by 
sheer  will  alone  because  I  had  apparently  been 
doing  everything  wrong!  I  would  have  to  go 
home  and  start  all  over.  And  I  did.  I  took  him  at 
his  word. 

The  author  subscribes  to  using  the  Cornell 
University  version  of  soil  —  it  isn't  soil  at  all 
at  least  not  in  the  conventional  sense.  It  consists 
of  peat  moss,  perlite  and  vermiculite,  as  you 
may  already  know.  Plain  old  garden  or  potting 
soil  had  to  go  and  I  got  rid  of  it.  The  rationale  is 
that  plain  old  soil  is  too  heavy  and  impenetrable 
for  good  root  growth. 

A  mixture  of  peat  moss,  perlite  and  vermicu¬ 
lite  is  a  very  light  weight  one  as  compared  to 
garden  soil,  even  when  wet.  Particles  of  them 
are  differently  sized  and  shaped,  assuring  that 
water  and  even  air  are  available  to  roots  that  can 
move  through  freely.  Of  course,  since  it  isn't 
really  soil  and  provides  almost  no  nutrients  to 
the  plant,  fertilizer  must  be  used  to  feed  it. 

Well,  OK.  I've  done  this  for  a  number  of  years 


and  been  generally  quite  pleased  with  the  for¬ 
mula  and  how  my  plants  have  been  growing. 
But  the,  doubts  have  been  slowly  forming.  At 
one  point,  for  instance,  I  was  losing  plants  for  no 
seemingly  good  reason  and  found  out  that  the 
peat  moss  I  was  using  was  rotting  quickly  and 
was  knocking  my  pH  down  to  under  4.0.  It  had 
gone  add  and  plant  roots  were  dying. 

A  suggestion  made  was  that  that  peat  moss 
had  come  from  deep  down  in  the  bog  and  was 
well  on  the  way  to  rotting  when  it  was  bagged 
and  sold.  It  was  difficult,  to  say  the  least,  to 
repot  a  basement  full  of  plants.  What  I  did  learn, 
the  hard  way,  is  that  there  are  culturally  good 
reasons  to  repot  using  new  "soil"  beyond  the 
fact  that  a  growing  plant  in  time  will  need  a 
larger  pot.  Repotting  after  six  months  time  may 
prevent  souring  peat  moss  from  adversely  af¬ 
fecting  a  plant. 

The  Cornell  soil  formula  is  usually  referred 
to  as  3-2-1.  That  is,  3  portions  of  peat  moss  to 
which  2  portions  of  perlite  and  1  portion  of 
vermiculite  are  added.  That  adds  up  to  the  peat 
moss  being  half  of  the  mix. 

At  about  the  same  time,  the  President  of  our 
local  plant  club  did  a  show  and  tell  program 
about  experiments  he  was  doing.  He  had  a 
plant  growing  in  just  perlite,  another  in  just 
vermiculite  and  another  in  just  water.  Fertilizer, 
of  course,  was  present  in  all  water  used.  All 
were  doing  just  fine. 

Being  a  nit-picker  of  the  first  order  (and  a 
good  friend)  he  was  still  dissatisfied.  He  was 
looking  for  the  ultimate  in  growing  media.  He 
abhors  peat  moss  for  its  tendency  to  turn  sour. 

What  does  the  above  teach?  It  tells  me  that 
the  Cornell  mix  of  ingredients  with  the  addition 
of  fertilized  water  is  in  truth,  a  variety  of  hydro- 
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ponic  culture  and  that  our  plants  will  grow  if  we 
provide  fertilized  water.  Inert  materials  like 
vermiculite  and/or  perlite,  provide  anchorage 
and  stability.  The  only  disadvantage  I  can  see  to 
using  just  perlite  or  just  vermiculite  as  anchor¬ 
age  is  that  algae  grows  on  the  surface.  It  just 
does  not  seem  aesthetically  correct. 

For  some  time  now,  Fve  been  using  a  1-1-1 
mix;  that  is,  one  part  perlite,  one  part  vermicu¬ 
lite  and  one  part  potting  soil.  No  peat  moss.  The 
plants  are  doing  just  fine.  I  feel  that  the  small 
amount  of  potting  soil  is  not  enough  to  be  too 
heavy  or  too  compacting  and  it  might  even  add 
some  nutrition. 

Now,  you  may  judge  this  article  as  just  an¬ 
other  one  of  those  that  says  if  you  do  things  my 
way  you  will  grow  excellent  violets.  Not  neces¬ 
sarily.  It  should  say,  try  my  way  as  an  experi¬ 
ment  with  a  plant  or  three.  Don't  just  adopt  my 
way  because  I  say  so.  Try  it  and  then  evaluate. 
Use  the  scientific  method  of  trying  to  duplicate 
date.  Maybe  in  time  you  can  send  a  rebuttal  to 
this  magazine. 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


Dear  Editor, 

I  know  of  two  different  times  The  African 
Violet  Society  of  America,  Inc.,  has  tried  to  get 
the  beautiful  African  violet  on  the  postage 
stamp. 

On  June  8, 1992,  we  will  be  able  to  buy  Wild 
Flowers  on  the  29^  stamps. 

They  have  had,  as  you  know,  the  rose  and  the 
orchid  on  the  stamp. 

As  I  write  this  letter,  Elvis  is  going  to  be  on  the 
stamp  and  our  newspaper  has  been  writing 
about  this  everyday. 

When  we  had  a  club  in  our  area,  each  mem¬ 
ber  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Postmaster  General,  but 
we  had  no  luck.  Do  you  know  why  they  won't 


use  our  beautiful  blossoms  on  the  stamp? 

If  they  only  knew  the  postage  we  use 
through  this  society,  do  you  think  they  might 
reconsider? 

Won't  you  please  give  a  small  space  in  the 
magazine,  once  more,  and  if  we  worry  them 
enough  with  our  letters  ...  well,  here's  hoping. 
Sincerely, 

Janet  Otey 
2813  Neil  Dr.  NW 
Roanoke,  VA  24019 

(Editor's  Note:  The  Postmaster  missed  the  boat 
not  introducing  the  African  violet  on  a  stamp  in 
1992  —  this  being  the  100th  anniversary  of  its 
discovery.  Anyone  interested  in  a  letter  campaign 
should  write  Mrs.  O  tey.  I  do  not  know  why  our  pleas 
have  gone  unanswered.) 


At  a  recent  First  Lakeland  AVS  (FL)  show, 
Chris  Howell  won  Best  Collection  with  Cajun 
Delight,  French  Lilac  and  Frosted  Whisper 
(holding)  which  also  won  Best  in  Show. 
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H  use  Plant 

magazine 

Now  You  Can  Have  America’s  Newest,  FuU-Ske,  Full-Color  Magazine 
Dedicated  To  The  Indoor  Gardener  &  House  Plant  Enthusiast! 

Our  First  Issue  Includes: 

V  Cover  Story  —  AmeriFlora  ’92 

V  Roots  —  Nolan  Blansit  &  His  Yellow  Violets 

V  Plants  &  Places  —  The  Franklin  Conservatory 

V  Greenhouses  on  the  Go  —  Ohio  Indoor  Gardening 

V  Hydroponics  —  For  the  Beginner 

V  Plus!  —  Plant  Society  Pages,  Product  Previews, 

Tips  to  Grow  On,  and  much,  much  more! 

And!  .  .  .  Exclusive  Premier  Issue  Offering  ■— 

The  only  Fine  Print  Watercolor  of  the  Yellow  Violet' 

For  more  information  about  HousePlant  Magazine,  call  (304)636-1212 

Subscribe  Now  &  Save  40%! 

Take  Advantage  of  our  Premier  Issue  Subscription  Discount! 
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America’s  Finest 
African  Violets 


•  Write  for  our  fasci¬ 
nating  color  dialog 
and  growing  tips  - 
50c 

•  Visit  our  green¬ 
houses  and  retail 
store.  Open  7  days 
a  week,  year  long 

609-927-3399 


FLORALS  OF  FREDERICKS 

rCATVIlES 

ALYCE  DROEGE 


BEST  VARIETIES 


SPECIALIZING  IN  PROVEN  SHOW  STOCK 
STANDARDS  EPISCIAS 

MINIS  SINNINGIAS 

TRAILERS  STREPTOCARPUS 

CHIMERAS  CHIRITAS 


LEADING  HYBRIDIZERS 

STARTER  PLANTS  LEA V ES 
STOLONSSUPPLIESSOIL 
POTS-SPRAYS 
GIFT  CERTIFICATAES 
CATALOGUE  $1.00 


IBB  SPARTAN  DR. 

MAITLAND. FL.5275  I 
407-339»5533 
MONDAY-SATURDAY  10-6 

1-800-771-0899 


OPTIMARA® 

Super  Miniatures 

Express  5  pack: 

Receive  5  Little  Jewels©  violets  direct  from 
Holtkamp.  The  MinLWell™  reservoirs  in 
attractive  clear  plastic  and  fertilizer  are  in¬ 
cluded.  These  minis  are  easy  to  grow  with 
their  own  water  supply.  You  can  receive  an 
air-freight  shipment  of  5  plants  with  reser¬ 
voirs  for  only  $29.95  postpaid  48  states 
(Alaska  <Sl  Hawaii  add  $10).  Teas  catalog 
has  light  tubes,  potting  mixes,  pots,  wick- 
ing  and  Texas  hybridized  violets  plus  or¬ 
chids,  gingers,  hibiscus,  plumerias, 
bromeliads,  and  supplies. 

CALL  1-800-446-7723,  Mon-Fri,  9-5pm 

Mention  this  ad  for  a  FREE  catalog! 


Teas  Nursery— P.O.Box  #1603 
Bellaire,TX  77402-1603 
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For  Spring  we  have  1992  Varieties 
avaiiabie  from  Boone,  Pittman, 
Hobbs,  Croteau,  Stork,  Robinson, 
Munk,  Ness  and  others 


We  have  a  good  supply  of  trailers.  Standards,  Minis,  and  Semis.  Our  descriptive  list  is  available  for  $1 .00  in  stamps  or 
cash.  LEAVES  24  NEW  RELEASES  OUR  CHOICE  $18.00. 24  NEW  AND  PREVIOUS  RELEASES  OUR  CHOICE  $14.00. 
50  NEW  AND  PREVIOUS  RELEASES  OUR  CHOICE  $25.00  -  Priority  shipping  on  leaves  $3.50;  Texans  add  8-1/4%  tax. 

SUPPLIES  AVAILABLE:  PT-1 300  ORTHENE  $1 0.75 1 8  oz.  spray  can  eliminates  thrips  without  damaging  the  blossoms. 
5"  pan  pots  30  cents  each.  Shipping  on  supplies  $4.00.  Shipping  overthis  amount  will  be  billed  to  the  customer.  Other  supplies 
avaiiabie  on  our  list. 

Our  address  - 1034  RAYBURN  DRIVE,  SAN  ANTONIO,  TX  78221.  #512-923-1093.  Sandy  and  Shirley  Sanders. 


Save  20  to  40%  on  Plant  Stands  (30  models),  Lamps  (20  kinds), 
Accessories,  Meters,  Timers  &  Piantiites 

3-SHELF.  4-FOOT  PLANT  STAND  (PICTURED)  FROM  $  140.00  (LESS  FIXTURES  &  WHEELS) 

(S)  MODEL  WONDER  GARDENS  HAVE  SLIDE  ADJUSTMENT  OF  THE  FIXTURE 
(NO  CHAINS  OR  STRAPS)  FOR  EASY  ADJUSTMENT 
BA-3  FLORA  CART,  3-SHELF  (LESS  FIXTURES  &  WHEELS)  -  $247.00 
OTHER  PLANT  STANDS  FROM  $62.00  COMPLETE  WITH  FIXTURES  AND  LAMPS 
40  Watt  WS  (WIDE  SPECTRUM)  Lanps  ...  6  -  $25.73;  12  -  $45.02;  24  -  $83.62 
We  offers  NEW  PLANTUTES  with  wide  spacing  between  the  lamfK.  All  piantiites  are  2“  deep.  2  lamp  Plantirtes 
are  14"  wide  with  lamps  1 0-1/2”  apart.  4  lanrp  Piantiites  are  20"  wide  with  lanrps  5-1/2"  apart.  Also  available  with 
Plus  or  Electronic  Ballasts  for  savings  of  22%  to  40%  in  Electricity.  Can  be  located  closer  to  the  plants  since  they 
run  cooler. 

All  Shipped  UPS.  Shipping  -  add  10%  FREECATALOa  VISA  &  MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 

Phone  (313)  426-9000  -  10:00  a.m.  to  6:00  p.m.  Eastern 

INDOOR  GARDENING  SUPPLIES 

P.  O.  Box  40567-AV  Detroit,  M!  48240 


PATCHES  AND  POTS 

583  El  Cajon  Dept.  A 
El  Cajon,  CA  92020 
(619)  442-7037 
24-Hr  FAX  (619)  442-1872 

Jim  &  Ken  Buchanan 


WHOLESALE  DISTRIBUTORS  FOR  VIOLET 
SUPPORT  RINGS  AND  CALIFORNIA  RESERVOIRS 


Give  Your  Violets  A  Lift 
With 

Elisa's  African  Violet  Rings 


OYAMA  ^TEXAS  STYLE^  PLANTERS® 


1 .  Little  or  no  watering  skill  required 

2.  High  quality,  shatterproof  plastic 
with  textured  finish. 

3.  Approved  for  shows  by 
African  Violet  Society 


1 .  Keeps  leaves  from  getting  cut 
on  pot  edges 

2.  Plants  cannot  hug  pot 

3.  Show  plants  are  easier  to  train. 


0 


PLASTIC  RESERVOIRS 

available  for  the 
Miniaturizing  Mini  Pot 


BUSINESSES  AND  CLUBS  SEND  FOR  WHOLESALE  PRICE  LIST. 
MASTERCARD  an6  VISA  accepted  Retail  List  Available 
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CAPE  COD  VIOLETRY 

^  Barbara  Cook 
Dept.  AV  28  Minot  St. 
L  (508)  548-2798  (after  5:00  p.m.) 

Hours  by  appointment  •  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  02540 

WE  CARRY  ALL  THE  SPECIES  AND  THE  ORIGINAL  10, 

also  CHIMERAS.  Latest  releases  from  BOONE,  RUBY  COX,  DENIS  CRO¬ 
TEAU.  GRANGER  GARDENS,  HORTENSE,  LYONS.  RALPH  ROBINSON. 
KENT  STORK,  WASMUND,  WRANGLERS  and  much  more.  Catalog  $1.00 

Foreign  catalog  $3.00.  Gifts,  Cards,  Notes,  Paper  Goods  and  Jewelry  available. 


PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 

3'‘-3  1/2''-4"  round  tubs  have  rolled  rims 


SIZE  COLOR 

TYPE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

M/4"  Wt.  (only) 

Thumb  Pot 

$  1.20 

$2.75 

$4.80 

$9.00 

$41.50 

2-1/4"  Gr.  orWt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

.95 

1.80 

3.30 

6.00 

26.40 

2-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

Rd.  or  Sq. 

1.05 

1.95 

3.60 

6.60 

30.00 

3"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.20 

2.75 

4.80 

9.00 

41.50 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

52.00 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

1.75 

3.85 

7.20 

13.50 

59.40 

4-1/2"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.40 

5.60 

8.00 

15.50 

73.00 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

2.70 

5.90 

11.40 

20.75 

94.00 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.40 

8.20 

15.00 

27.70 

125.00 

6-1/2"  Gr.  orWi. 

Rd.  Tub 

3.80 

8.60 

16.60 

30.50 

132.00 

MINIATURIZING  MINI  POTS  WITH  SAUCER 

1-1/4"  Terracotta 

3.00 

6.25 

11.50 

20.00 

80.00 

PLASTIC  HEAVY  DUTY  POT  SAUCERS 

3-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

1.35 

3.30 

6.00 

11.40 

4"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.25 

5.25 

9.00 

16.80 

5"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

2.65 

5.85 

11.10 

20.75 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.60 

8.60 

15.80 

29.00 

PLASTIC  WICK  WATER  RESERVOIRS 

(recessed  snap-on-lids)  16  oz 

3.00 

7.15 

13.20 

24.00 

105.00 

(wicks  not  included)  32  oz 

4.90 

11.75 

22.50 

42.00 

170.00 

PLASTIC  LABELS 

100 

500 

1000 

3"  White,  Red,  Oranqe,  Yellow,  Green, 

Blue,  Lavender,  Pink. 

1.00 

4.75 

7.00 

4"  White,  Green,  Blue,  Lavender,  Pink. 

1.25 

5.75 

10.00 

5"  White,  Lavender. 

1.50 

7.00 

13.00 

4  1/2"  White  only 

2.00 

9.00 

17.00 

PLASTIC  HANGING  PLANTERS 

1 

5 

10 

25 

50 

4-1/2"  Wt.  (only) 

3"  Deep 

.70 

3.10 

5.60 

12.75 

23.00 

5-1/2"  Gr.  orWt. 

3-1/8"  Deep 

.90 

4.20 

7.80 

18.00 

33.60 

6"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

4-1/4"  Deep 

1.05 

5.10 

9.70 

22.80 

43.20 

8"  Gr.  or  Wt. 

5"  Deep 

1.30 

6.30 

12.00 

28.80 

55.00 

10"  Gr.  orWt. 

6-1/4"  Deep 

1.80 

8.70 

16.80 

40.00 

78.00 

PERMANEST  TRAYS  -  Ught  Green  -  No  Holes  1 

6 

12 

25 

50 

4"  X  8"  X  2-1/2“ 

.75 

4.25 

8.00 

8"  X  8"  X  2-1/2" 

1.25 

7.25 

13.75 

8"  X  12"  X  2-1/2" 

1.35 

7.50 

13.80 

22"  X  11"  X  2-3/4" 

3.99 

23.00 

45.00 

PLASTIC  TRAYS  -  No  Holes 

25-1/2"  X  13-1/2"  X  3-3/16" 

Gr.  or  Wt. 

3.25 

18.50 

35.00 

67.00 

Elisa’s  African  Violet  Rings 

Mini  (6")  Gr.  only 

.90 

4.75 

8.75 

17.00 

30.50 

9"  Gr.  only 

1.00 

5.00 

9.50 

18.25 

35.00 

13"  Gr.  only 

1.25 

6.50 

12.00 

21.00 

38.00 

BATEMAN’S 
BOUNTY  6-2-2 

8  02.  -  $2.99 
16  02.  -$5.25 

STURDY 

4  02.  -  $2.99 
8  02.  -  $5.25 

PLANT  DINNER 
8  oz.  BOUNTY, 

4  oz.  STURDY  + 

Mixer  Dispenser  Bottle 
$6.35 

PHYSAN  20 

16  02.  -  $5.95 
32  02.  -  $9.95 
1  gal.  -  29.95 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  02.  -$1.79 

1  02.  -  $2.59 

2  02.  -  $3.59 
4  02.  -  $5.98 

ORTHENE 
75%  Soluble  Powder 
1  lb.  -$16.50 
AEROSOL  SPRAYS 
PT  1 300  Orthene 
18  02.  -$11.50 
Knox-Out  PT  1500A 
16  02.  -  $6.95 
DIATOMACEOUS 
EARTH 
1  lb.  -  $2.25 
KEIKIGROW 
PLUS 

15  ml -$19.50 


FREDETTE’S  ALLEGRO  Plant  Tonic 


PETER’S  WATER  SOLUBLE  FERTILIZERS 


Excellent  for  starting  leaves  and  small  plants. 

Formula 

Type 

Size/Price 

Use  3  tsp.-per  gal.  water.  4  oz.  bottle  -  $2.75  each; 

4  oz. 

12  ©z. 

3  for  $7.50;  6  for  $1 3.50;  1 2  for  $25.00. 

12-36-14 

African  Violet  Special 

$1.25 

$3.00 

1  gal.  (for  large  growers)  $34.00  each. 

5-50-17 

Variegated  Special 

1.25 

3.25 

PLASTIC  TERRARIUM 

15-16-17 

Peat-Lite  Special 

1.25 

2.75 

12"  Diameter  -  $6.75  each 

4  oz. 

16  oz. 

White  -  Green  -  Beige  -  Terra-cotta 

20-20-20 

General  Purpose 

1.25 

2.75 

SWIFT’S  “MOIST-RITE”  PLANTER 

15-30-15 

House  Plant  Special 

1.25 

2.75 

White  -  Green  -  Black 

Dolomite  Limestone 

2  lbs./$1 .50 

$3.85  each  -  6/18.00  - 1 2/32.00  -  24/59.00 

Charcoal 

No.  4  Coarse 

20  oz. 

40  oz. 

No.  6  Medium 

1.50 

2.75 

SHIPPING  INSTRUCTIONS: 

4  qts. 

16  qts. 

Supplies  -  UPS  East  of  Mississippi  -  $3.50; 

Vermiculite 

No.  2  Coarse 

1.25 

4.00 

West  of  Mississippi  -  $4.00 

Perlite 

Coarse 

1.50 

4.50 

Supplies  -  U.S.  Mail  -  Actual  Cost 

Long  Fibered  Sphagnum  Moss 

8  qts./$2.75 

Mass,  residents  include  5%  Sales  Tax 

Please  include  STREET  or  ROAD,  Zip  Code  TROY  Capillary  watering  mat  ™  a  full  4  feet  wide 

and  Phone  Number  ^2.25  per  running  yard  -  whole  yard  lengths 


Prices  subject  to  change  without  notice. 
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Croteau  •  Deceiles  •  Tremblay 

For  the  first  year,  a  new  hybridizer— U.  Paul  Sansoucy,  at: 

A-MI VIOLEHES 

Box  #630  St-Felix  de  Valois  Quebec,  Canada  JOK  2M0 
ph.  514-889-8673  —  Michelyne  Frechette  will  take  care  of  you! 

$2  refundable  International  Shipping  Quality  first  at  home 

APACHE  SERIES 

J.  C.  Munk  -  Hybridizer 

Open  irregular  hours  for  your  convenience 
Visitors  and  Clubs  Welcome 

NO  SHIPPING  J.C  &  Lenota  Munk 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  SHOP 

2015  Bauer  Dr..  Houston.  TX  77080  -  1-713-468-0844 

AFRICAN  VIOLET  LEAF  SUPPORTS 

5  SIZES 

6”  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

9"  &  12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

15"  &  18"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

made  of  leaf-green  plastic,  fit  any  type  of  pots 
send  stamped,  addressed,  long  envelope  for 
price  list  and  current  shipping  charges 

J  F  INDUSTRIES 

ROUTE  4  BOX  309-1 

PRYOR,  OK  74361 
1-918-434-6768 

Custom  Photo 
Watch  Only 

I'J-aI' 

"Iz"  Hand  crafted 

yfSEgSft.  watches  feature 

quartz  movement, 
leather  strap  and  your  favorite  dog,  cat, 
bird,  child,  flower . . .  Possibilities  are 
endless.  Made  from  any  size  color 
picture.  Original  picture  is  returned 
unharmed.  To  order  specify  mans’  or 
ladie’s  and  mail  photo  with  check  for 
$39.50  and  $3.00  shipping  &  handling  to: 
Direct  Persuasions 

22748  S.W.  66th  Avenue,  Dept.  VM 

Boca  Raton,  FL  33428 

One  Year  Warranty 

WOW!  watch  'Em  Bloom 

"WON  8  BLUE  RIBBONS"  •  "CANT  BE  WITHOUT  ir  •  "I'M  THE  ENVY  OP  MY  ClUr 


Sudbury®  Lawn  &  Carden  Products 

(formerly  Clarel) 

GRANNY’S  BLOOMERS®  For  radiantly  beautiful  African  Violets  with  full, 
long-lasting  blooms  0-6  5  formula  with  trace  elements, 

JUNGLE  JUICE''  (2-5-4)  For  strong-rooted  Violets  with  rich,  green  leaves. 
Promotes  healthy  root  and  leaf  systems 

FLOWER  CRACKER®  (1-6-5)  Promotes  flowering  on  ail  annuals,  indoors 
and  out  Excellent  for  Impatiens,  Begonias,  Geraniums,  Zinnias  and  more 

SITTING  PRETTY’''^  (1-3-2)  Provides  delicate  nutrient  balance  Ferns 
require 

KEEP  ’EM  BLOOMIN®  Keeps  cut  flowers  looking  fresh  and  beautiful 

ORCHIDS  EXOTICA®  (5-5-3)  Exclusively  for  Orchids  to  help  develop 
stronger  plants  Promotes  longer-lasting  flowering 

CACTUS  JUICE*  (1-7-6)  Developed  especially  for  cacti  and  succulents 
pH  5  5-5  7  plus  calcium  Helps  cacti  to  bloom  and  strengthens  root  systems 

GREEN  UP"  (0-0-2-2S)  Acidifier  for  yellowing,  sick,  iron  deficient  plants 

MOONSHINE®  Velvet  leaf  shine.  Exclusive  no-wipe  formula  in  handy 
trigger  spray  bottle. 

ULTIMATE®  Unique  foliar  formula  feeds,  cleans  and  shines  plants  all  at 
the  same  time 


6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 

b  oz 
8  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 
6  oz 
16  oz 

8  oz 

22  oz 

22  oz 


Qty- 


Price 
Each 

X  S  5  00  = 

X  $10,00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $  7  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  5  00  = 

X  $10  00  = 

X  $  7  00  = 

X  $18  00  = 
X  $18  00  = 


SHIPPING  &  HANDLING  CHARGES 


SUB 

TOTAL 


Order  Total 

$5  00 

$5  01 

1500 

$15  01-25  00 

$25  01  + 

ADD  S&H 

$3,00 

$3, 

50 

$4,00 

$5.00 

Item  Total 
Add  Shipping  &  Handing  (see  chart) 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED 


Total 

Due 


Happy  Plants 
Distributing 

P,0,  Box  36983 
Phoenix,  Arizona  85067 
(602)  264-5747 

Order  Now! 

Name _ 


Address. 

City _ 

State  _ 

Zip _ 

Phone  (. 
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AV  WORLD'S 
BESTSELLER 


Thanks  to  "G-T-S"  I  just  won  my  first  Best  in  Show  award! 

I  tell  everyone,  "If  you  don't  have  this  book,  you  aren't 
growing  violets  to  their  full  potential."  Mrs.  M.L.  Horne 

(Includes  unique  chapter  on  "Miniaturizing  The  Miniatures") 


A  step-by- 
step  guide 

Illustrated— 112  pages 
X  11  paperback 


11.95 


usa /Canada 
50  p&h  - 
calif,  add  6%  sales  tax 

overseas  postage;  $7.50 
air  mail, or  $2.  50  surface 

AV  Enterprises  Press 
P.O.  Box  6778-  A 
Oxnard,  CA  93030 

AVE  ^1.95 
PER  BOOK! 


10%  discount  for  10  or  more  (save  $1.20  ea.)  usa/can  p&h  75<t 
each  (save  75<t  ea.)  total  $1.95!  Overseas  $1.20ea.  surface. 


PLANT  HOSPITAL  $49.40 

15"  Dia.  9"  high 


No  more  plastic  bags! 

See  what's  happening  and 
keep  humidity  controlled. 
Lid  lifts  off  the  tray  for 
easy  access. 

Made  of  clear  quality 
Plexiglass. 

Ideal  for  plants  &  seedlings 
Lasts  for  years  with  reason 
able  care. 


BABY”  NURSERY  $39.60 

10"x14"x5"  high 


Write  for  other  sizes. 

48  US  States  only 
Shipped  UPS  .  .  .  No  PO  Boxes  please 

NAME  _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY  _ 


ST 


ZIP 


TELEPHONE 


Plant  hospital  add  $7.00  Shp. 
“Baby”  Nursery  add  $4.00  Shp. 
IL  Residents  add  7%  tax 
TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Send  to: 


TOP  SOURCE  INDUSTRIES  708-543-1886 

503  Westgate  Rd.,  Addison  IL  60101 


COUNTRY  ROAD  VIOLETS  N  THINGS 

Ed  &  Lois  Holst 

P.O.  Box  4871  Macon,  GA  31 208  (912)  743-4720 


THE  PERFECT  POT  FOR  YOUR  PLANTS!!  •  Premium  Quality!!!  Reasonably  Priced!!! 

ROUND  AZALEA  POTS  &  BULB  PANS 


SIZE 

10 

25 

50 

100 

500 

Colors 

2  1/8" 

.80 

1.75 

3.00 

5.00 

20.00 

Terra  Cotta,  White  Xj/ Uj 

2  3/8" 

.90 

2.00 

3.50 

6.00 

25.00 

Terra  Cotta,  White  ’ 

3" 

1.10 

2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

35.00 

Green  HHHH 

3  1/2" 

1.10 

2.50 

4.50 

8.00 

35.00 

4" 

1.20 

2.75 

5.00 

9.00 

40.00 

Green,  White 

4  1/2“ 

1.50 

3.50 

6.50 

12.00 

55.00 

Green,  White 

5" 

1.90 

4.50 

8.50 

16.00 

75.00 

Green,  White 

5"  BP 

2.10 

5.00 

9.50 

18.00 

85.00 

Green,  White 

5  1/2"  BP 

2.30 

5.50 

10.50 

20.00 

95.00 

Terra  Cotta 

*  WRSTE  FOR  OUR  CASE  PRICES  * 


INSECTICIDE  MISTER 

Waterbury  Co.  -  Battery  Powered  - 

Including  Battery,  1  can  c4  insecticide. ..37.95 
Purge  III  Insecticide  -  Refill  -  6  OZ...7.95 


WHITMIRE  LAB: 

PT  1200  Direct  Spray  -  1 8  oz.  8.95 
PT  1 300  Direct  Spray  -  1 8  oz.  8.95 
PT  2000  Algicide  - 1  pt.  7.98 


YES  -  WE  WILL  CUSTOM-MAKE  POTTING  SOIL  TO  YOUR  SPECIFICATION.  WRITE  US  FOR  PRICESl 


SHIPPING:  Add  $3.50  or  10%  cost  of  order,  whichever  is  greater. 
GEORGIA  RESIDENTS  ADD  5%  STATE  TAX  TO  COST  OF  ORDER. 

Send  $1 .00  For  New,  Expanded  Price  List. 
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"'Superior  violets 
expressly  for  you!" 


Gon^%ahu£aiLon^  to  aJX  atxranA  winn&xs 

at  c^n/cSc^\  ^6tk  ^J^ationaL  donoznHon  ^iSooj  in  &£uin£^us! 


Now  is  the  time  to  select  your  varieties  for  outstanding  entries 
in  affiliate  shows  and  at  the  1993  National  Convention. 


A  Amazing  Grace 
W  Wrangler  *s  Jealous  Heart 
A  Apache  Warbonnet 
R  Raspberry  Crisp 
D  Dancing  Teen  (SM) 


W  Wild  Clover 
I  International 
N  Natchurly  Nawlins 
N  Ness'  Hazy  Blue 
I  Irish  Flirt  (SM) 

N  Nice  Try 
G  Garnet  Halo 


V  Vagabond  (SM) 

A  Anastasia 

R  Rob’s  SOver  Spook  (SM) 
I  Island  Coral 
E  Emerald  Love  Sport  (C) 
T  Trey 

I  Inner  Sanctum  (C) 

E  Eureka 

S  Suncoast  Circus  Candy 


These  and  over  500  other  show-quality  varieties  in  my  48  page  1992  catalog. 
FULLY  DESCRIBED,  INDEXED,  WITH  REGISTRATION  NUMBERS  LISTED 
$2.00,  U.S.  -  $3.50,  Canada  and  overseas 


EXCLUSIVE  AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  OF  THE  YELLOW  VIOLETS 

AND  BILL  JOHNSON^S  LOVELY  1992  RELEASES 

Established  starter  plants  and  fresh-cut  leaves  shipped  thru  October,  weather  permitting. 
^  *  ORDERS  FOR  FALL  SHIPPING  MUST  BE  RECEIVED  BY  OCTOBER  1ST  ^  # 
Growing  supplies  are  shipped  year  ’round 

si!  igs  We  take  pride  in  our  expert  wrapping  and  packing,  si§ 

iSr  Specializing  in  international  shipping  ☆  i9r 

Genola  B.  Cox,  1440-41  Everett  Road,  Eagle  River,  WI  54521  -  (715)  479-3099 

Visit  my  ’growing  family’  in  the  beautiful  Northwoods  of  Wisconsin. 

Open  Tuesday  through  Saturday,  10-4.  Closed  Sunday  and  Monday. 
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BIG  SKY  VIOLETS 

1992  Robinson,  Pittman,  Monk’s  Apaches 
Brand  new  Rodeo  Series  from  Munk. 

Many  Apache  varieties  and  Lenora  Munk  hybrids 
The  best  from  Fredette,  Boone,  Bryant,  Lyon, 
Optimara,  Smith  (Wrangier),  Wiliiams  &  others. 
Also  Episcias,  Streptocarpus  and  Optimara 
“Littie  Jeweis.” 

Piease  send  $1.50  for  catalog  listing  all  varieties 
&  a  complete  line  of  growing  supplies. 

10678  Schoolhouse  Lane  Angelika  Brooks 
Moiese,  MT  59824  (406)  644=2296 


LESVIOLETTES  NATALIA 

P.O.  BOX  206,  BEECHER  FALLS,  VT  05902-0206 
124  CH.  GRAPES,  SAWYERVILLE,  QC  JOB  3A0  CANADA 
(819)  889-3235 


.  700  varieties  of  choice  hybrid  African  Violets 
.  New  introductions  from  Canadians  hybridizers: 
Bell  -  Croteau  -  Decelles  -  Lambert  -  Tremblay 

.  400  interesting  species  &  hybrid  Gesnerlads  : 
miniature  Sinningio,  Columneo,  Kohlerio, 
Aeschynonthus,  Nemontonthus,  Chirito, 
Episcio,  Streptocarpus  &  many  more! 

.  Order  our  50  page  mail  order  catalog  $2.00 

.Greenhouse  open  Tues,  thru  Sunday  10:00  to  5:00 

WE  SHIP  INTERNATIONALLY ! 


PLANT  COLLECTIBLES 

103  KENVIEW  AVE.,  DEPT.  AV,  BUFFALO,  NY  14217 

Top  Quality  Supplies-Low  Prices-Fast  ServiceCatalog 
features  lOO's  of  products  for  your  Violet  needs. 

POTS  ..  POTS  ..  POTS  ...  (ALL  SIZES),  MICRO-MINI 

POTS,  MINI  WELLS,  RESERVOIRS  (ALL  COLORS),  MICRO-MINI 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  KIT  (WICK-WATER  72  MINIATURES  IN  11"  X  22" 
SPACE.  POTS  NEVER  TIP  WHEN  CARRIED),  HANGING  POTS, 
MARKERS,  SOILS,  PUTS  &  INSERTS,  &  COMPLETE  SELECTION 
OF  PUNT  BOOKS  ALONG  WITH  MUCH,  MUCH  MORE.! 

FULL  LINE  OF  PLANT  STANDS,  LIGHT  RHURES  &  ACCESSORIES. 
50'  AQUAMATIC  HOSE  •  $15.99  plus  $3.50  S&H 
CATALOG  •  $2.00  -  Rsfundable  with  purchase. 


ZAC  A  VISTA  NURSERY--/ X  X  ^ 
AFRICAN  VIOLET  SPECIALISTS  ^ 

Wed,  thru  Sun,  —  9  a,m.  *til  5  p,m, 
closed:  Monday  and  Tuesday 

WE  ALSO  SHIP  AV  STARTER  PLANTS;  STANDARDS. 
MINIATURES.  SEMIMINIS  &  TRAILERS  —  OTHER 
GESNERIAD  CUTTINGS  &  SUPPLIES 
SEND  $1.00  (OVERSEAS;  $2.00  U.S.)  FOR  OUR 
*‘CURI^NTLY  AVAILABLE  USTINO" 

1190  Alamo  Pintado  Road  -  Solvang,  CA  93463 
telephone:  (805)  688-2585 


SYLVANIA  GRO-LUX  BULBS 

Wide  Spectrum  Gro-Lux  -  18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $48.00  /  24-  $89.00  Postpaid 
Standard  Gro-Lux  -  18",  24"  or  48"  -  Case  of  12  -  $89.88  Postpaid 


OPTIMARA  PRODUCTS 
Potting  Soil  -  Ultra  light  -  8  qt.  bag 
East  of  Rockies  -$2.19/  Case  of  1 2  -  $25.99  ppd. 
West  of  Rockies  -  $2.45 
Violet  Food  (14-12-14)  -  8  oz.  -  $2.50 
Pre-measured  -  $1 .50  ea/4  for  $5.00 
Mini-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .00  each 
Midi-Wells  (clear)  -  $1 .50  each 
Maxi-Wells  (beige  or  black)  -  $1 .90  each 
PLASTIC  POTS 


Each  50  or  more 

1-1/4" 

rd  green 

100 

80 

1-1/4" 

rd  terracotta 

220 

180 

1-1/4" 

rd  terracotta  w/saucer 

250 

200 

2-1/8" 

rd  terracotta 

60 

50 

2-1/4" 

rd  gr  or  wh 

70 

60 

2-1/2" 

rd  gr  or  wh,  sq.  -  gr. 

80 

70 

3" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

100 

80 

3-1/2" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  roiled  lip 

120 

100 

4" 

rd  tub  -  gr  or  wh  rolled  lip 

140 

120 

4" 

rd  hanging  -  gr  or  wh 

w/saucer  &  hanger 

550 

500 

5" 

rd  pan  -  gr  or  wh 

190 

160 

6" 

rd  pan  -  gr 

350 

300 

Wick  Watering  Reservoirs  (16  oz.) 

300 

260 

Plastic  High  Dome  Terrariums  - 

9"  dia.  -$5/11"  dia. 

-  $6 

MINIATURE  RESERVOIRS 

Square  Plastic  container  -  $1 .00  ea  /  50  or  more  -  700  ea. 
Colors:  clear,  red,  lavender,  watermelon,  dark  green, 
light  green,  dark  blue,  light  blue 

KNOXOUT 

16  OZ.  aerosol  -  $6.95  —  1  qt.  concentrate  -  $21 .95 

ORTHENE 

18  oz.  aerosol  -  $1 1.50 

SUPERTHRIVE 

1/2  oz.  -  $1 .59  / 1  oz.  -  $2.39  /  2  oz.  -  $3.59  /  4  oz.  -  $5.98 

PHYSAN  ■  16  oz.  -  $5.95  /  32  oz.  -  $9.95 
ALLEGRO  -  for  starting  leaves  -  4  oz.  -  $2.50 

ORGANIC  FISH  STICKS  (8-4-2)  -  Pkg.  50  -  $2.00 
DIATOMACEOUS  EARTH  - 1  lb.  -  $2.25 
TROY  MOISTURIZING  MAT 

Washable  capillary  matting  -  4'  wide  white  -  750  per  foot 

How  to  Select  &  Grow  AV  &  other  gesnerlads 

144  page  book  by  Theodore  James  -  $9.95 

EASY  GROW  GREENHOUSE 

1 1  X  22  lightweight  plastic  tray 
Clear  dome  to  retain  moisture  -  $4.50 
GROOMING  TWEEZERS 

6-1/2"  w/curved  points,  nickel  plated  stee!  -  $3.99 
Send  a  stanrp  for  our  complete  list  of  si4>plies. 

Phase  add  $3.50  shying  per  order  (outside  US  -  actual  cost) 
Phone  orders  welcome 


INNIS  VIOLETS 


8  Maddison  Lane 
Lynnfield,  MA  01940 
Tel.  (617)  334-6679 
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MIDLAND  VIOLETS  - 

Home  of  the  “NESS”  Hybrids 

Our  1992  releases  are  ready  for 
shipment.  16  new  standards,  minis 
and  semiminis,  plus  many  of  our 
previous  releases. 


Send  a  large  SASE  for  our  new  shipping  list. 
Visitors  welcome  by  appointment. 

Call  (612)  429-4109 
Don  &  Jean  Ness,  3667  Midland  Ave. 
White  Bear  Lake,  MN  55110 


OVER  800  VARIETIES 
List,  $1.50.  Refundable 
SHIPPING  NOW! 
LEAVES  ONLY 


Bill  8e  Kathryn  Paauwe 

45  Third  Street 
W.  Sayville,  NY  11796 
(516)  589-2724 


TravisNiolets 

P.O.  BOX  42  OCHLOCKNEE.  GA.  31773 


Phone  1-912*574*5167 
1-912-574-5236 


Try  It  You  ll  Like  It  I 


New  and  older  varieties  of  African  violets,  from  leading  hybridizers,  and  our  own  new  plants.  All  orders 
before  July  1  will  receive  2  free  plants  with  every  1 0  plants  ordered.  Send  $1  for  our  new  1 992  catalog, 
or  order  from  our  ad  in  Jan.  AVM.  Try  our  Super  Special  - 1 2  husky  starters  -  all  different  -  $26  postpaid 
-  all  plants  our  choice.  Offer  expires  July  1,  1992 
VISA  OR  MASTERCARD 

Minimum  charge  orders  $25  -  For  charge  orders  send  all  information  on  card  •  for  phone  orders  call  Monday  thru  Saturday 


LEAF  SUPPORT  RINGS 

Give  your  violets  a  spruced  up  look.  Keep  the  leaves  from 
touching  and  being  damaged  by  rough  pot  edges.  Excel¬ 
lent  for  training  show  plants  to  perfect  symmetry.  Made  of 
green  plastic.  Each  comes  with  a  rubber  band  which  is 
what  holds  the  ring  onto  the  pot.  Slides  on  from  the  bottom 
of  the  pot.  instructions  included.  Three  sizes: 

6"  Ring  ■  great  for  minis  and  young  standards.  Fits  up  to 
3"  pots.  $.95  each ;  or  $  1 0.99  per  dozen ;  or  $  1 9.72  per  25. 
9"  Ring  -  fits  3"  to  5"  pots.  This  is  the  most  popular 

size.  $1.10  each;  or  $1 1 .95  per  dozen;  or  $21 .39  per  25 

13"  Ring  -  fits  5"  to  8"  pots.  $1.30  each;  or  $14.20  per  dozen;  or  $25.85  per  25.  Extra  rubber  bands  (specify 
which  ring  size)  $.75  per  dozen.  SHIPPING  COSTS:  Orders  for  less  than  $10;  add  $4.00;  Orders  for  more  than 
$10:  add  $5.00.  WE  SHIP  by  UPS. 

(Orders  outside  the  U.S.  please  add  $3.00  to  above  rates  for  extra  shipping.) 

A  free  copy  of  our  supplies  catalog  /  violet  list  will  be  enclosed  with  each  order.  Colorado  shipments  please  add 
3%  tax.  We  also  have  a  complete  line  of  growing  supplies,  lighted  plant  stands,  soils,  fertilizers,  rolled  rim  pots, 
wicking  trays,  insecticides,  books,  seed  and  many  classics. /n  business  since  1969.  Closed  Sun.  &  Tues. 
MasterCard  &  VISA  accepted. 

Phone  (303)  761-1770  between 
1 0  AM  and  5  PM.  Mountain  Time. 

Mon.  and  Wed.  thru  Sat. 

THE  VIOLET  SHOWCASE 

3147  South  Broadway 
Dept.  AV 

Englewood,  Colorado  80110 
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BLUEBIRD  GREENHOUSES 

APEX,  NORTH  CAROLINA 

10,000  square  feet  of  African  Violets  and  related  plants! 
Greenhouse  open  9-12  weekdays  or  call  for  appt, 

($1  for  catalog 

4821  Jessie  Dr.  Apex,  NC  27502  tel  919-362-0530 


JoS  VIOLETS 

1 2  Standard  starters  . . $29.95  Send  stamp  for  list 

12  Semimini  &  mini  starters  . 25.95  402  Dundee 

12  Trailer  starters . 25.95  Victoria,  TX  77904 

My  choice,  labeled,  different  and  postpaid. 

Texas  residents,  please  add  7-1/4%  sales  tax.  /T ^ 

(51 2)  575-1 344  I 

Visitors  by  appointment. 


RICE’S  HYBRID  VIOLETS 

198  Varieties  —  leaves  only. 

No  foreign  orders  please.  Send  $1  for  list 
—  deductible  from  1  st  order. 

PO  Box  254 
Orangeville,  PA  17859 
717-683-5244 


SONJA’SVIOLETS 

Rt.  1 ,  Box  31  -B,  Omaha,  AR  72662 


New  Beauties  and  Oldies  by  leading  Hybridizers.  Starter  plants  - 
$2.50  each.  Leaf  specials,  my  choice,  labeled,  all  different,  24/$1 8.00 
plus  $3.50  shipping.  List  $1 .  refundable  with  order.  Free  gift  with  every 
order.  Please  note  change  of  address. 


LYNDON  LYON  GREENHOUSES! 

14  Mutchler  St.  -  Dept.  AV  Dolgeville,  NY  13329  (315)  429-8291 

“Where  The  Violets  Are"  —  S\nce  1954 

ANNOUNCING  FOR  1992:  44  new  varieties  of  standar(js,  miniatures  and  trailing  violets. 
PLUS,  new  chimeras!  We  also  carry  older  varieties  and  other  gesneriads,  including 
columneas,  episcias,  aeschynanthus  and  morel 

Send  $2.00  for  our  COLOR  catalog!  (refundable  on  first  order) 

Open  year  round!  Visitors  Welcome! 

8  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Mon  -  Sat  / 10  a.m.  to  5  p.m.  Sun.  Just  10  min.  off  NY  State  Thruway 


ALICE’S  VIOLET  ROOM 

Rt  6,  Box  233,  Waynesville,  MO  65583  (Phone  314-336- 

CO 

CO 

BILL  JOHNSON 

GRANGERS 

GORDON  BOONE 

NESS’ 

MARIE  BEEMAN 

Candy  Swirls 

Pink  Radiance 

Dressing  Gown 

Midnight  Fantasy 

Pamela  Ann 

Chorale 

Purple  Cascade 

Howdy  Doo 

Shady  Lady 

Porno  Chief 

Coral  Splendor 

Tiona 

Imperial  Halo 

Misty  Blue 

Sincerely  Winston 

Easter  Morning 

Utako 

Lucky  Halo 

WRANGLERS  BY 

Steven  Francis 

Favorite  Child 

Fantasy  Sensation 

Mindi  Love 

WINSTON  SMITH 

Three  Bells 

Ode  to  Beauty 

Ming  Blue 

Mindi  Morn 

Blazing  Saddle 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Raspberry  Crisp 

Kingwood  Red 

Mystic  Halo 

Blue  Bonnet  Blues 

Cindy’s  Smile  (Blansit) 

GRANGERS 

Wonderland 

Paradise  Halo 

Bluebonnet  Gal 

Cloud  Maker  (Blansit) 

Cristabel 

DENIS  CROTEAU 

Swept  Away 

Dixie  Celebration 

Spirit  Moon  (Blansit) 

Dark  Pink  Frills 

Citadin 

Toodle-00 

Jackpot 

Cora!  Dawn  (Russell) 

Dorothy  Parker 

Deep  Sky 

Windy  Day 

Persian  Tapestry 

Flights  of  Fantasy  (Russell) 

Fantasy  Flash 

Fusion 

RUBY  COX 

Petticoat  Chaser 

Astral  Peace  (Starr) 

Fantasy  Fringe 

Kimono 

Brittany  Dawn 

Ragtime  Cowboy 

Prairie  Pink  (Gal!) 

Fashion  Flair 

Phobos 

Coffey  Cream 

Red  Avalanche 

Yesterday’s  Love  (Russell) 

Fantasy  Sunset 

KENTS  FLOWERS 

Mama’s  Powder  Puff 

Savage  Country 

Jubilee  Red 

Dakota  Sioux 

Miss  Dainty 

Savage  Moon 

Julia  Fladt 

Silkscreen 

Ohio  Heritage 

MARIE  BEEMAN 

PLANTS 

Katy 

Tailfeathers 

NESS’ 

Adam  Christopher 

—  $2.75  each 

Memphis  Magic 

GORDON  BOONE 

Angel  Wings 

Allan  Lee 

Misty  Cloud 

Birthday  Party 

Disco  Belle 

Anna  Smith 

LEAVES 

Morning  Haze 

Burgundy  Bliss 

Double  Delight 

Bodega  Bay 

—$1.25  each 

Ohio  Sunset 

Celebrity 

Hazy  Blue 

Bodega  Dawn 

Orchid  Glory 

Lucky  Freckles 

Bodega  Jetty 

Debra  Ann 

Order  from  list  or 

send  large  SASE  for  complete  descriptive  list  which  includes  chimeras  and  miniatures. 

Shipping  and  handling:  UPS  ground,  $4.50  up  to  20  plants;  add  10  cents  per  plant  over  20.  US  postal  priority  mail,  $5.50  up  to  10 
plants;  add  20  cents  per  plant  over  10.  UPS  2d  day  air,  $7.50  up  to  10  plants;  add  20  cents  per  plant  over  10.  Leaves.  $5.00. 
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STANDARDS 

MINIS 

TRAILERS 


$1.50  Refundable  List  Price 
419-875-5194 


SUPPLIES 


STREPS 
&  OTHER 
COMPANION 
PLANTS 


14240  Mohler  Road 


By  Appt.  Only 


Liberty  Center,  OH  43532 


FREE  CATALOG  -  AFRICAN  VIOLETS  &  SUPPLIES  •  VISITORS  WELCOME 

^liJolbmann  (jlarben£f 

3714  OLD  SETTLERS  ROAD  •  FLOWER  MOUND,  TEXAS  75028 
21 4-539-771 4 ‘Open Mon-Sat  9AM-6PM  /  Sunday  1PM-6PM 


Cryptanthus 

*  the  Dazzling  Earth  Stars 

are  the  perfect  companion  plants 
for  your  African  Violet  collection 
requiring  the  same  care. 
Exquisite  colors,  leaf  shapes  and 
patterns  of  stripes,  bars  and  zig  zags 
yeaV  ‘round  in  every  shade  of  the  rainbow. 
Send  first  class  stamp  for  cultural  information  or 
$3.00  for  a  sample  of  our  color  quarterly  Journal. 

THE  CRYPTANTHUS  SOCIETY 

3629  Bordeaux  Court  •  Arlington  Texas  76016 


N 


The  Natural  Way 


Plants! 


Available  at  leading  Garden  Centers  and  Plant  Departments 
Garden  Clubs:  SEND  FOR  OUR  FUND  RAISING  OFFER 
Schultz  Co.  14090  Riverport  Drive,  Maryland  Heights,  MO  63043 


y 


SLmerican  (jCoT^nia 
and  Qesneriad  Society 

Membership  includes  a  subscription  to  the 
Gloxinian  magazine  (6  issues)  plus  a  copy 
of  "How  to  Know  and  Grow  Gesneriads” 
$18.00  Single  Membership 
$19.00  Family  Membership 

Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Jimmy  Dates,  Membership  Secretary 
Dept.  AV,  c/o  Horticulture  Society  of  NY 
128  W.  58th  Street 
New  York,  New  York  10019 


African  Violets  know  no  borders,  so 
why  not  become  a  member  of  the 
African  Violet  Society  of  Canada 
and  receive  Chatter,  its  quarterly 
publication? 


A  one-year  membership  is  only  $10.00  (family 
$12.00),  so  don't  delay. 


Please  send  your  check  to; 

Mrs.  P.J.  Scanlan 
1573  Arbordale  Ave. 
Victoria,  B.C.V8N5J1 


HaveaWosld 
cfOrdiids 
atYour 
Flngert^! 

Join  the  Ameiican 
Orchid  Society 

Delve  into  the  fascinating 
world  of  orchids  each  month 
when  you  become  a  member  of  the 
American  Orchid  Society.  Yom- journey  begins  when 
you  open  the  American  Orchid  Society  Bulletin  to 
pages  filled  with  priceless  tips  and  articles  on  orchid 
culture  accompanied  by  beautiful,  four-color  orchid 
photographs.  A  special  advertising  section  helps  lo¬ 
cate  somces  of  orchid  plants,  supplies,  items  from  the 
AOS  Book  Department  and  whatever  else  is  needed  to 
become  a  successful  grower. 

Join  the  Society  that  brings  the  world  of  orchids  to 
your  fingertips.  Bease  write  or  call  for  a  free,  fom- 
color  membership  brochure  and  let  the  journey  begin. 

American  Orchid  Society,  Department  AV 
6000  South  Olive  Avenue  •  West  Palm  Beach,  FL  33405 
(407)  585-8666 
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AFRICAN  VIOLET  PLANTS  AND  LEAVES 

For  Latest  Listing  of  Violets  by  Boone,  Fre- 
dette,  Granger,  Lyon,  Ness,  Robinson,  Smith, 
Stork,  and  Wasmund,  send  $1 .00  to: 

Albert  G.  Krieger,  Dept  AV,  1 063  Cranbrook, 

Jackson,  Ml  49201  ph.  (517)782-1158 


yioiet 

r\ 


JoAnne  Martinez  Cheryl  Hukle 

809  Taray  DeAvila  \y  5520  Wilkins  Rd. 
Tampa,  FL  33613  Tampa,  FL  33610 

8 1 3-963-7424  813-621-5717 

1-800-771-7421 

Full  line  of  supplies 
African  Violets  and  Gesneriads 
Send  for  your  FREE 
1992  CATALOG  NOW! 
Greenhouse  open  by  appointment 


PLEASANT  raLL  AFRICAN  VIOLETS 

Route  1,  Box  73  •  Brenham,  TX  77833 
(409)  836-9736  (evenings) 

SPECIAL  ANNOUNCEMENT:  We  are  espe¬ 
cially  pleased  to  announce  that  we  will  have  avail¬ 
able  the  lovely  standard  hybrids  that  Dottie  Wilson 
has  hybridized,  including  SPECIAL  ATTRAC¬ 
TION  and  GAY  LADY. 

We  also  carry  DOTTIE  WILSON'S  POTTING 
SOIL,  both  greenhouse  mix  and  show  plant  mix. 

Although  we  specialize  in  minis /semis,  we  have 
received  numerous  requests  to  carry  standard  varie¬ 
ties.  We  have  added  some  selective  standards  to  our 
list,  which  includes  the  best  of  miniatures,  trailers, 
the  "cousins,"  and  some  supplies. 

Our  1992  list,  which  includes  many  new  varieties 
and  best  of  previous  releases,  is  available  for  $1.00 
($  or  stamps).  . 

Our  fresh  cut  leaves  &  cuttings  specials  are: 


18  leaves,  all  NEW  varieties . . . ...$17.95  ppd 

18  leaves,  new/previous  releases . $14.95  ppd 

50  leaves,  new/previous  releases  ..........$26.95  ppd 

12  assorted  gesneriad  cuttings . ....$14.95  ppd 

12  Episcia  stolons . . . ........$14.95  ppd 


(Specify  preference:  minis  or  standards.) 

PRICES  INCLUDE  PRIORITY  SHIPPING.  IF 

YOU  PREFER  UPS  2  DAY  AIR.  PLEASE  ADD 

$3.00  PER  SPECIAL.  Texans  -  please  add  8%  tax. 

MasterCard/Visa  orders  accepted. 

6%  service  charge  on  charge  orde^. 


Mini-o-Uts 

•‘UNUSUAL  SHOW  QUALITY  AFRICAN  VIOLETS” 


15  SHOW-STOPPERS  FOR  1992: 

ROB’S  SUNSPOT:  masses  of  huge  dbl.  white  and  bright  red 
stars  on  perfect,  small,  semimini  foliage;  best  new  intro  at 
1991  AVSA 

ROB’S  DENIM  DEMON:  halo  of  dk.  denim-blue  dbis.  over  great 
glossy  tan  and  green  Ch.  var.  semimini  foliage;  3rd  best 
new  intro  at  1991  AVSA 

■klfk* 

ROB’S  ANGELIE:  dbl.  fringed  white  w/rose-pink  shadings  on 
edges;  very  heavy  blooming  mini 
ROB’S  COOKIE  MONSTER:  single  white  pansies,  splashed 
pink  &  purple;  very  prolific  semimini 
ROB’S  GAL  VIKKl:  large  dbl.  white  w/edges  of  dark  rose,  lightly 
speckled  purple;  wonderful  small  semimini 
ROB’S  JEE  JIM:  sdbl.  mauve-purple  two-tone,  often  wAhin  ge¬ 
neva  edge;  great  var.  girl  foliage;  mini 
ROB’S  PINK  FIZZ:  unique  sdbl.  deep  pink,  sparkling  wAiny 
dots  of  dark  rose;  great  TL  var.;  semimini 
ROB’S  PUDDY  CAT:  lovely  frilled  dbl.  cream  over  dark,  heavily 
serrated  foL;  prolific  small  semimini 
ROB’S  SWEET  DREAMS:  loads  of  sdbl.  peach-pink  blooms 
over  very  dark,  glossy  foliage;  great  semimini 
ROB’S  TWEETY  BIRD:  sdbl.  rose-lavender  pansies  w/purple 
fantasy;  dark  TL  var.  fol.;  semimini 
ROB’S  TWINKLE  TOES:  sdbl.  mauve,  often  w/darker  tips; 

dark,  TL  var.  foliage;  great  blooming  semimini 
ROB’S  WHITE  OUT:  mounds  of  huge  dbl.  white  stars  com¬ 
pletely  cover  tiny  fol.;  tremendous  mini 
ROB’S  WOW  WEE:  large  sdbl.  white  stars  w/heavy  rays  of  dk. 
blue;  eye-catching  semimini 

ROB’S  LUCKY  STROKE:  terrific  sdbl.  white  and  deep  pink 
pinwheel;  prolific  semimini  chimera  ($12) 

ROB’S  WHAT  EVER:  sdbl.  dk.  red  w/white  side  stripes;  dark, 
fol.;  semimini  chimera  ($12  -  limited) 

ALSO,  latest  varieties  from  Pittman,  Champion,  Smith,  other 
leading  hybridizers  and  a  selection  of  trailing  varieties. 

STREPTOCARPUS  by  Jonathan  Ford: 

Dbl.  Raspberry  Parfalt:  dbl.  orchid-like  deep  rose-pink 
Freckles:  sdbl.  velvety  wine-purple  wAiny  white  freckles 
Ice  Capade:  spectacular  dbl.  white  w/purple  throat 

Plus...dozens  of  other  beauties.  All  are  spectacular,  bloom  year 
’round,  and  are  very  tolerant  of  adverse  growing  conditions. 

PRICES:  Plants  -  $3.25  each  Leaves  -  $1 .25  each 

Please  add  $5.00  for  postage  and  packing 

FOR  FREE  CATALOG,  SEND  SASE 
Also  shipping  wholesale,  project  plants  at  discount  prices. 

Dr.  Ralph  Robinson  (Rob)  71 6-695-331 5 

P.  0.  Box  243,  Tonawanda,  New  York  14151 
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Visit  AmeriFlora  '92! 

Columbus,  Ohio 
Now  through  October  12, 1992 


Choose  from  seven  models  of  plant  stands. 

Send  for  free  color  catalog  on  African  violets  &  supplies. 

VOLKMANN  BROS.  GREENHOUSES 
2714  Minert  St.,  Dallas,  Texas  75219 


INTRODUCING  24  HOUR 
BLOSSOM  THRIP  PROTECTION 

n  I  R  GUARD 


SPECIAL 

10% 

DISCOUNT 

AIR  GUARD  MISTER  KIT: 
(Mister,  Battery  +  1  Refill)  .  49.95 


Less  10%  Discount  ..  5.00 

Your  Price  . 44.95 

PlusS&H  . 3.50 

Total  48.45 


Konk  1  Refill  ....  $9.95  /  Case  of  12  ....  107.40 


•  E  PA  Approved. 

•  Approved  for  Greenhouses  and  Homes. 

•  Safe  around  Humans  and  Pets. 

•  Each  unit  Protects  anarea  of  6,000  Cu.  Ft. 

•  Easy  to  change  refills. 

•  No  Mixing  No  Mess. 

•  Unit  Guaranteed  2  Years. 

We  Accept: 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCARD  □  CHECK  □  C.O.D. 
All  Orders  Add  $3.50  Shipping  and  Handling 

We  carry  a  complete  line  of  AIR  GUARD  Fresheners  and 
Konk  1  refills.  Ask  about  our  case  quantity  discounts. 


Ask  about  our  JSE  Plant  Products 


WATER-WELL™ 


CERAMIC  SELF-WATERING  PLANTERS 


Drainage  and  Aeration  Hole 


REl/Li  GROWERS’ SERIES 


The  WATER-WELL™  is  a 
Ceramic  Self-Watering  Planter 
with  all  of  the  advantages  of  a  2 
piece  s-w  pot,  AND  MORE. 

•  AVOID  OVERWATERING 

•  ONLY  OCCASIONAL  FILLING 

•  CREATE  A  MOIST  CLIMATE 

FREE  BROCHURE  AVAILABLE 

QUANTITY 


A  Bottom  Drainage  Hole  provides 
for  aeration,  flush  watering,  and  water 
overflow.  The  level  of  the  water  in  the 
well  is  in  clear  view  and  creates  a 
healthy,  humid  environment  for  the 
plant.  No  wicks.  Capillary  action  waters 
the  plant  evenly  through  the  circular 
porous  liner.  Watering  schedule  lasts 
for  several  weeks,  depending  upon  the 
plant’s  needs  and  it’s  environment 


Natural,  Terra  Cotta  S-W  Pot. 

Slzfi_ Eacti 

10 

15 

25 

50 

100 

Saucers  Optional.  Please  Cali. 

2-1/2" 

$  2. 

,70 

$ 

21 

$ 

30 

$ 

48 

$ 

90 

$  170 

Ideal  For  Plant  Light  Stand  Trays 

,  4" 

3. 

,30 

26 

37 

59 

110 

208 

Decorative  Series  (includes 

matching  glazed 

saucer): 

Terra  Cotta  Pot  Glazed  in  Your 

2-1/2" 

6. 

,95  ( 

ea 

5.45  ea 

5.1J 

5  ea 

4.95 

ea 

4.65  ea  4.35  ea 

Choice  of  Color; 

4“ 

12. 

,95  ( 

sa 

10.10  ea 

9.60  ea 

9.20 

ea 

8.70  ea  8.15  ea 

Clear;  Black;  Celadon;  Green;  Mauve;  Candied  Apple  Red;  Teal  Blue;  White. 


Shipping  &  Handling  Charges: 

Order  Total:  Up  to  $7,  Add  $2.50;  $7.01 -$20,  Add  $3.50; 
$20.01-$40,  Add$7.00;  $40.01-$60,  Add  $10.50; 

Over  $60,  Add  $14 

OHIO  residents  include  7%  Sales  Tax 
VISA/MasterCard/  American  Express  Accepted 


PLANTERS  INTERNATIONAL 

2635  Noble  Rd.,  Cleveland  Hts.,  Ohio  44121  USA 
Toll  Free  1-800-341-2673 
[(216)  382-3539  /  Fax:  (21 6)  382-2743] 
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PLASTIC  FLOWER  POTS 


Inch 

Number  of  Pots 

Size 

Color 

Type 

10 

20 

so 

100 

500 

2-1/4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.20 

2.10 

4.50 

8.00 

31.00 

2-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  SQ 

1.40 

2.35 

5.00 

9.00 

37.00 

3 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

1.70 

3.15 

7.00 

13.00 

55.00 

3-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RT  or  SQ 

1.95 

3.60 

8.25 

15.00 

65.00 

4 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.40 

4.25 

9.50 

17.25 

76.00 

4-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS/RT/SQ 

2.60 

4.75 

10.50 

19.00 

86.00 

5 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.10 

5.70 

13.00 

23.00 

105.00 

6 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

3.85 

6.75 

15.50 

29.00 

130.00 

6-1/2 

Wh  or  Gr 

RT 

4.35 

7.75 

17.75 

33.00 

7 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS 

7.10 

13.50 

31.25 

8 

Wh  or  Gr 

RS  or  RT 

8.00 

15.50 

36.00 

*SEE  NOTE 

*For  more  than  50  of  6-1/2",  7"  &  8"  pots  send  for  special  quote. 

"Type"  note:  RS  (round  standard)  =  height  &  top  width  are  equal 
RT  (round  tub)  =  height  is  3/4  top  width 
SQ  (square)  =  volume  same  as  RS 


PLANT  CARE  ITEMS 

Soilless  mixes  and  Ingredients:  8  gai.  maximum  for  one  shipping 
charge. 


VIOLET  HOUSE  SOILLESS  MIX  -  mix  of  peat, 

2 

Gal. 

$3.25 

perlite,  vermiculite,  dolomite  lime  8.  trace  of  Peters 

FINE  SEEDLING  MIX  -  Similar  to  VH  mix. 

2 

Gal. 

3.25 

no  Peters  &  finer  vermiculite 

PERLITE  -  Aerates  Mix 

1 

Gal. 

1.75 

VERMICULITE  -  Helps  maintain  moisture 

1 

Gal. 

1.75 

CANADIAN  PEAT  -  Milled 

2 

Gal. 

2.75 

DOLOMITE  LIME  -  Raises  alkalinity  of  too  acid  soil 

1  lb. 

1.30 

CAPILLARY  MATTING  -  “Vattex” 

Water,  using  capillary  action.  Vattex  is  a  gray  matting  with  a  thin 
black,  perforated  plastic  sheet  on  top.  Thus  algae  growth  is 
minimized.  It  is  washable,  tough,  but  can  be  cut  easily  with  shears. 
It  is  4  feet  wide,  (eg.:  T  x  4'  =  4  sq.  ft.) 

$.40  per  sq.  ft. 


Wick-water  with:  PLASTIC  WATER  RESERVOIRS 


Height 

20 

so 

100 

500 

8  oz. 

1-3/4" 

$7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

16oz. 

3" 

7.75 

18.00 

32.00 

130.00 

32  oz. 

3" 

12.00 

26.75 

49.50 

190.00 

We  do  not  supply  wicks. 

5"  pans  can  fit  in  top  of  8  or  16  oz. 
Reservoirs  without  lids  are  1/2  priced. 


PLASTIC  PAN  POTS 

Very  shallow 

depth  is  half  the 

width  of  the  top. 

Top  Diam. 

Color 

10 

20 

50 

100 

250 

5" 

Wh  or  Gr 

3.20 

6.00 

14.00 

25.50 

58.00 

6" 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.00 

7.75 

18.00 

33.50 

78.00 

6-1/2" 

Wh  or  Gr 

4.25 

8.25 

19.25 

36.25 

88.00 

8" 

Wh  or  Gr 

6.40 

12.00 

28.00 

54.00 

129.00 

10" 

Wh  or  Gr 

9.90 

18.75 

45.00 

85.50 

208.00 

Send  Orders  To; 


THE  VIOLET  HOUSE 
P.  O.  Box  1274 
Gainesville,  Florida  32602 
Phone  (904)  377-8465 


TINY  TUBS 

YOU  HAVE  BEEN  ASKING 
NOW  WE  HAVE  SOME 


1-3/4"  TALL  X  2-1/8"  WIDE 
White  and  Terra  Cotta 

20 . $1.75 

50...... . $4.00 

100 . $6.75 

500 . $29.00 


SEEDS 

We  continue  to  offer  Nadeau’s  African  Violet  Seeds 
(1)  Standard;  (2)  Miniature;  (3)  Variegated;  (4)  Trailer 
PACKETS 

(100  seeds  and  instructions) . . . . 

KITS 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  Jiffy-7  pellets, 

&  starter  container) . . . 


.$5.00 

.$5.50 


Jeanie  Moe's  Sinningia  Seeds  are  still  available  in  five  different 
selections:  (A)  Purple;  (B)  Maroon;  (C)  Pink;  (D)  Mini  Mix; 

S  (E)  Micro-mini  Mix 
PACKET 

(100  seeds  and  instruction  sheet) . $4.00 

KIT 

(100  seeds,  instructions,  starter  container 
&  Jiffy-7  pellet) . . . $4.50 

See  our  catalog  for  descriptions 


JIFFY-7  PELLETS  -  12®  EACH 


STARTER  GREENHOUSE . . . $5.00  COMPLETE 

For  starting  leaves  or  seedlings,  22"  long  x  11"  wide 
includes  tray,  72  cavity  insert  &  clear  dome 


LABELS 

3"  white,  plastic  . . . . . . 100  for  $1.25 

4"  white,  plastic  . . . . . . . . . . 1 00  for  $1 .75 


LEAF  SUPPORTS  -  J.  F.  INDUSTRIES 


GRANNY’S  BLOOMER  --  JUNGLE  JUICE 

2  ounce  bottle . . . . . .  $1 .60 

6  ounce  bottle . 3.00 


SEND  FOR  OUR  FREE  CATALOG 
Many  other  items  are  listed:  MOISTRITES, 
OYAMA  PLANTERS,  Insecticides,  Fertilizers, 
Masks  and  Pens,  Meters,  Trays,  Soil  Supplements. 
Minimum  order  is  $7.50  plus  shipping  &  handling 
FLORIDA  customers  MUST  ADD  6%  Sales  Tax 
Shipping  and  Handling  Charges: 

UNITED  PARCEL  to  EASTERN,  MIDWEST,  AND 

SOUTHERN  STATES.. . $3.75 

to  the  West:  ND,  SD,  NE,  CO,  NM.  AZ,  UT,  WY, 

ID,  MT,  WA,  OR,  CA,  &  NV . $4.00 

ALASKA  8t  HAWAII  &  other  areas 

U.S.  MAIL:  Air  or  Surface . ACTUAL  COST 


SIZE 

3 

10 

25 

6"  fits  up  to  3"  pot 

$2.75 

8.00 

18.00 

9"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

3.25 

9.50 

21.00 

12"  fits  up  to  5"  pot 

4.00 

11.00 

23.75 

1 5"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

6.25 

17.75 

37.50 

1 8"  fits  up  to  8"  pot 

7.00 

20.00 

41.00 

TINARI’S  CENTENNIAL  SERIES  TO  CELEBRATE 


Discovery  ot  me  ATrican  vioiei  —  loaii  - 1992 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION  ..  Semidouble  satiny  ruffled  edge  open  blossom  of  fuchsia  mauve  color,  very  floriferous,  slightly  quilted 
foliage,  red  reverse  ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  FLARE ..  Full  double  burgundy  blossom,  serrated  edge  interesting  heart-shaped  leaf  red  reverse ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  PURPLE ...  Large  semidouble  deep  purple  blossom  ruffled  edge,  heart-shaped  medium  green  leaf  with  red  reverse ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  SALUTE  ..  Large  single  open  white  blossom  with  center  tuft  and  top  blossoms  of  soft  lavender  with  tinted  ruffled  blossom 
edges ...  $2.95 

CENTENNIAL  SPARKLER ..  Single  sparkling  iridescent  pink  blossom,  deeper  pink  center,  floriferous,  dark  forest  green  foliage  with  deep 
red  reverse. 

CENTENNIAL  THUNDER ..  Large  white  single  blossom  with  tinted  lavender  ring  in  center  and  on  the  ruffled  edges,  beautiful  heart-shape 
medium  green  leaf,  satiny  white  reverse  ...  $2.95 


IDEAL  SHIPPING  WEATHER  -  ORDER  NOW  WHILE  STOCK  IS  PLENTIFUL! 


CONCERTO  SERIES  SELECTION  AT  $2.49  each  ...  ALLEGRETTO,  ANDANTE,  CRESCENDO,  FORTE,  FORTISSIMO,  LARGO,  PAS- 
SIONATO,  POMPOSO,  VIBRATO 

FASCINATING  UNUSUAL  TYPES  ...  $3.95  each  ...  FICKLE  FLIRT  and  KERMIT 

CHOICE  SELECTION  AT  $2.95  each  ...  HALLMARK,  PETTICOAT,  RADIANT,  TOMAHAWK,  DIZZY  LIZZY  (min),  PARTY  LACE  (min) 

A  CRESCENDO  OF  COLORS  at  $2.49  each  ...  CORAL  CLOUD,  CRYSTAL  PLUM,  FANTASY  FORTY,  FANTASY  FROLIC,  FANTASY 
JEWEL,  FANTASY  SUNSET,  FRECKLED  STAR. 

RADIANT  AND  REASONABLY  PRICED  AT  $1 .95  EACH ...  ANGEL  UCE,  ANNE’S  FAVORITE  SPORT,  AZURE  BLUE,  BANGLE  BLUE, 
BELLISSIMA,  BILLY  PENN,  BRANDYWINE,  CAMELOT  PINK,  CORAL  GLOW,  CORAL  MOON,  CORAL  STAR,  CORALETTE,  DARK 
SENSATION,  DAZZLER,  FIREBIRD,  FIREWALKER,  GENESSEE  SILHOUETTE,  GRAND  DUCHESS,  MARY  ALICE,  MORNING  HAZE, 
MORNING  THUNDER,  MS  PHILADELPHIA,  NESS’S  SIZZLIN  PINK,  ORCHID  ORBIT,  PENNSYLVANIA  PURPLE,  PINK  CAMEO,  PINK 
FAWN.  PINK  HILL,  PINK  VERONA,  PINK  WIZ,  REDDY,  SEA  DRIFT,  SNOWKIST  HAVEN,  STAR  WARS,  TIPT,  WHITE  CAMEO,  WHITE 
DISCO,  WINO,  WISTERIA,  WONDERLAND. 

VARIEGATED  VARIETIES  AT  $1.95  each  ...  BLUE  ZEPHYR,  CELESTE,  LILIAN  JARRETT,  NANCY  REAGAN,  TIGER,  TOMMIE  LOU. 

MINIATURE  &  SEMIMINIATURE  AT  $1 .95  each  BABY  DEAR,  CORAL  KITTY,  FANTASY  TO YLAND,  LITTLE  PRO,  MIDGET  BON  BON, 
SNUGGLES  CLOWN,  TAFFY,  TOYLAND. 

TRAILER  TYPES  AT  $1.95  each  ...  CRAFTY  FARMER,  ROYAL  BLUE  TRAILER,  SKY  TRAILER,  SWEETHEART  TRAILER. 

SEMIMINIATURE  TRAILERS  AT  $1.95  each  ...  FALLING  SNOW,  FANCY  TRAIL,  NANCY  HAYES,  PIXIE  BLUE,  ROSINA,  STICKY 
WICKET 

SEND  500  FOR  1992  COLOR  CATALOG  including  variegated,  miniature,  semi  miniature,  trailing,  Optimara  standard  and  micromini  types. 
Ceramic  pots.  Dandy  pots,  books  and  other  accessories. 


PACKING  AND  POSTAL  COSTS:  First  number  in  your  zip  code  indicates  zone  you  should  use. 
Zone  0-1-2  . . . . $3.95  per  shipment  CA  and  ail  custorr 


Zone  0-1-2  ... 
Zone  3-4-5  ... 
Zone  6-7-0-9 


and  ail  customers  West  of  MS  are  served  best  by  UPS  2nd  Day  Air. 

Please  include  an  additional  50® 


$4.50  per  shipment 
$4.95  per  shipment 


REMEMBER  TO  RENEW  YOUR  AVSA  MEMBERSHIPS 


DEPT  AV 

COMMERCIAL  MEMBER 
AVS  OF  AMERICA,  INC. 
SINCE  1947 
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